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INTRODUCTION 



kWriting to his friend Mrs. Hodson, on the iiOth January, 
' 1830, Southey teUs her, " I have engaged to compose a 
volume of Naval History in biographical form for the 
Cabinet Cyclopcedm, not for love but for lucre, though it 
will be done lovingly when in hand ". The volume grew 
into volumes. In 1838 he had still to write that he wa< 
"getting through the admirals ". Next year his strength 
broke down under the strain of incessant writing, and 
what was more fatal still, of reading continually through 
the walks which he was, with some difficulty, persuaded to 
take for the good of his health. The admirals remained s 
fragment. The whole work was to have included an in- 
troductory sketch of the Naval History of England down 
to the reign of Elizabeth. From that point, in the words 
of Soutliey's Preface, " it may be best continued in a bio- 
graphical form ; because there are then materials for such 
biography, whereby we are enabled to understand how 
much depended upon the character of individual com- 
manders". The introduction filled the whole of one 
volume, and overflowed much the greater part of a 
second. The biographies had extended into a fifth volume 
when the failure of Southey's intellect stopped his share of 
the work, at the end of the life of Sir William Monson. 
A life of the first Earl of Sandwich was added by Mr. 
Robert Bell, and then in accordance with the evil fate 
L which has ordained that all histories of the Navy above the 
Hniik of mere compilations shall be partial or fragmentary, 
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there was an end of the effort of the Cabinet Cydnpwdui' 
to make good a discreditable defect in English literature. 

Some portion of the blame for this want of complet»«i 
ness must, even by those who are least inclined to find 
feult with him, he allowed to rest on Southey. From s^ 
passage in a letter written to John May on the SOth' 
January, 1836, he appears to have had an uneasy con- 
■ciousness tluit he had not so executed his work as to 
leave him the possibility of rounding it fairly off in good 
proportions. 

"The fourth volume," he writes, "will contain the lives' 
of Essex, Raleigh, Sir William Monaon, Blake, and Monk., 
Then, not to extend unreasonably a work which was not , 
intended by the publisher at first for more than two 
volumes, I shall drop the biography and wind up in one 
volume more, with the Naval History from the Revolution 
in continuous narrative, A good pretext for this is, that 
the age of naval enterprise and adventure, and conse-' 
quently of personal interest, was past; and the interest 
henceforth becomes political, events are regarded, not 
with reference to the principal actors, as in Drake's time, 
but to their bearings upon the national affairs." 

The word pretext is used, as was indeed uniformly the 
case with Southey's English, in the most strictly accurate 
sense. Tlie distinction which he draws here is quite 
arbitrary, and must be taken to be a species of confession 
on the part of the writer, that he had allowed his work to 
break far beyond all reasonable bounds, and must make 
an effort to reduce it. Even if he had kept to the linuts 
which he set himself in this letter, his scheme would have 
been out of all proportion. A Naval History of England in 
which nearly two volumes were given to the period before 
Elizabeth, more than two volumes to the lives of the men 
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of her reign, of whom several were little at sea, and iitlicre 
were mainly privateersmen and explorers, while one poor 
volume was ietl for all the great series of naval events 
between 1660 aiid 1815, would have been egregiously out 
of drawing. But SoiitJiey did not even keep to the scheme 
he sketched to Mr, May. His biographies ran beyond 
the fourth volume as far a» the middle of the lifth. He 
would assuredly have been at the end of a seventh before he 
was done with Monk ; and not five volumes, but five and 
twenty, if not five and tifly would have been reijuired to com- 
plete the work on the scale on which it iiad been begun. 
Nopublisherof any cyclopaedia has the purse or the patience 
for such colossal enterprise, not even " the Long-Man of 
the Row," who knew Southey of old and was his friend, 
the "British Admirals" was doomed by the act of the 

ithor to be cut short. It was easy for Southey to talk 
'<rf giving one volume to the history of the Navy after 1660. 
Such promises pass well in a letter, but it was not in his 
nature to tie himself down to these narrow limits 

This attempt at a history of the English Navy was de- 
prived of all hoi>e of ever being a complete work by the fact 
that the author had to the full the defect of his qualities. 
Whoever has gone over the authorities on whom Southey 
must have noticed the unerring tact with which he 

loted. It is commonly impossible to find anything which 
he parsed over, and which is yet conspicuously worth 
quotation. But this fine quality of seeing, which in his 
case was accompanied by an extraordinary dexterity in ex- 
ttactmg and weaving togetlier, has also its shadow from 
which the possessor cannot jump. He who can see what is 
worth quoting b sorely tempted to quote every worthy thing 
he sees. When he is, a^ Southey was, a man of enormous 
drcumambient reading (if the expression may pass) ; when 
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he has not only read but remembers ; when all hia know-, 
ledge has always been noted, marked for reference, extracted 
into common-place books, docketed and indexed so that^ 
it lies ready to the " wet finger " when wanted, it is oddi! 
but he will find it hard to keep within bounds. The 
temptation to bring out all that bears on the case, or evea' 
only illustrates by comparison, is not all the writer has toi 
fight against, though in this, legitimate as it is, there maj^ 
be excess. He is very likely to be drawn into speaking o^ 
things only indirectly bearing on his subject, but none the^ 
less picturesque, or pathetic, or perhaps only quaint and foP" 
gotten, which he has met in his reading, and are brought to 
his memory by his writing. Sou they certainly found it harf' 
not to be prodigal of his learning. Old chronicles, oH 
narrative poems of Spaniards and Portuguese, lives of tbi ' 
saints, stories of shipwreck, and of savage life which he had^ 
read, in sober truth, by the thousand, and reading had' 
marked for reference, were habitually drawn upon by him. 
It is never mere compilation. It is always an extracting; 
arranging and fitting together of the pure ore of his matter 
into something which is emphatically Southey's owa | 
What would be bookmaking in a mere compiler is in his' 
case the making of literature. But at its best this pouring^ 
out of the stores of knowletlge is hard to reconcile with' 
brevity, and Southey could not be brief. He could tell'- 
a story in the minimum of words, but he could not limit" 
himself in the number of stories he wished to tell. In hiS' 
Preface, he gravely promised that "no more of our general: 
history is included than was necessary for forming a con-' 
neoted narrative, and for tracing the causes and conse-' 
<iuences of those events which are the proper subject of the' 
work ". In his text he observes his own excellent rule ao' 
laxly that he cannot refrain from giving paees to thCi 
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adventures in love and war of the Conde Don Pero Nino, 
which he has to confess "are matters with which this 
liistory has no concern". But they were picturesque; 
they came from a romantic old Spanish chronicle; they 
supplied vivid little pictures of the life and the men of old ; 
they were little known. Pero Nino plundered on our coast 
aliout 1405, and with that excuse to give hini countenance 
Southey could do no other than decant the best of the 
chronicle written by the Alferez Gutierre Diez into his 
own pages. 

ITiia inability to turn from the picturesque, which was 
not immediately ^rmatnc to the matter, may have stopped 
"The Lives of the British Admirals" from becoming a 

■ bistory of the Navy, but it gives their charm and much </ 

»eir merit to the biographies from which this selection ii 

One criticism whicli has been made on the navai 

^ portions of Southey's vast literary work, must be noticed foi 
Sie purpose of estimating it at its real value. It is said that 
he was ignorant of sea affairs, and therefore incapable of 
either understanding them himself, or making them cleaf 
to others. Now Southey was perfectly well aware of his 
deficiencies in this respect. When he was engaged in ex- 
tending his quarterly article on Clarke and Mc Arthur's com- 
pilation into the immortal Life of Nelson, he wrote to his 
brother, Captain Tliomas Southey of the Navy, who had 

Eght at CoiJenhftgen, a letter containing a string of 
stions, and this parugniph : — 
'I am such a sad lubl)er that I feel half ashamed of 
»If for being persuaded ever even to review the Li/e of 
aon, much more to write one. Had I not been a 
rough lubber, I should have remembered half a hundred 
things worthy of remembrance which have all been lost, 
because though I do indeed know the binnacle from the 
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mainmast, I know little more; tackle and sheets, and 
tally and belay are alike to me ; and if you ask me about 
the lee-clue garnets, I can only tell that tliey are not the 
same kind of garnets as are worn in necklaces and bracelets, 
and so fine facts have been lost because I did not know 
where to store them in the ship, or in my recoUection-closet 
upstairs. There is something ridiculous, and something 
like quackery in writing thus about what I so little under- 
stand. I walk among sea terms as a cat does in a china 
pantry, in bodily fear of doing mischief and betraying 
myself ; and yet there will come a good book of it I verily 
believe." 

Southey knew wherein he was deficient, and knew also 
where to go for help to make his deficiencies good. He 
had many naval ofRcers among his acquaintance, and 
applied to them, to his brother, and to his friend Admiral 
Bumey, the author of the Dwcoverici in the South Seas, for 
help. Moreover he had what was better than this, namely, 
K literary lionesty which kept him from writing about 
those technical things which he knew he did not under- 
itand, and a literary instinct which taught him to extract 
what is of universal interest fi"om amid a mass of techni- 
calities. Human character and the motives of human 
action in what is general to the rate, were the matters 
possessing interest to him. No doubt his work would 
have been better still if he could have added his brother's 
professional knowledge to his own vast reailing and artistic 
faculty. Then indeed we miglit have obtained a History 
of the English Navy such as we can hardly hope to have. 
Put the combination is yet to seek. Only pedantry (and 
it is quite possible to be pedantic about the bobstay and 
the brailing of the lee yard-arm) will prefer the merely 
particular and technical to tlie universal and human. If 
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ly one wishes to see how little professional knowledge will 
avail of itself, let him turn from Southey's Nelaoit, or any 
of the lives given here, to Schoraberg or BrentoD. If he 
wishes to see how poor a guarajitee it is for mere 
mechanical accuracy let him read Captain White's 
strictures on Admiral Ekina' account of the fighting in 
Basse Terre of St. Kitts. He will find one experienced 
al officer accusing another of grossly misunderstanding 
meaning of a simple sea term. 
Accuracy in technical mutters is no doubt one of the 
virtues of tlie autlior of biographies, but at the risk of ap- 
pearing to speak lightly of the expert, it may be affirmed 
to belong distinctly to the minor class. The fii-st duty ot 
the biographer is to give a living and credible picture 
of liis man. To do this he must possess the general 
knowledge which gives him a fair understanding of th< 
surroundings of that man's life, and the sanity of judg- 
ment which makes him a safe critic of diaracter or conduct 
le general knowledge brought by Southey to these 
rdiee of the Elizabethan seamen has never been equalled 
any other English writer on the subject. He was 
minuteij familiar with the history of the Spaniards and 
Portuguese. With the colonial and maritime sides he 
was perhaps better acquainted than with any other. He 
had therefore always at command a vast stock of instances 
with which to illustrate the actions of our own adventurers, 
■nd to complete the picture by showing t^inst what manner 
ten it was they fought. When he has to tell of the «ip- 
of Portuguese carracks he draws on his learning for tales 
disasters in Eastern Seas, in the beginning of the 
rhich ended with tlie attack of the English rovers. 
n his story takes him to the Straits of Magellan he 
a the first plaujdble excuse to recoimt the dreadful £ite 
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of Sarmiento de Gamboa's settlement. Tliese digressions 
may be proofs of his tendency, of which he was himself fully 
conscious, to " allow his steed to expatiate on the fields of 
prolixity," but they fill up the picture, and complete its 
general truth. 

The sanity of judgment which Southey brought to 
these studies of the Elizabethan heroes is hardly less rarei 
and is assuredly not less necessary, than his learning. 

Writers on this, the most romantic period in the 
history of our adventures at sea, have commonly found it 
difficult to avoid one of two kinds of excess. Some have 
condemned the generation of Drake and Hawkins as mere 
slavers and pirates. These have been the smaller number, 
and in our time they liave fallen silent. There is therefore 
no call to insist upon their error. Of late the tendency haa 
been to go into the other extreme, and to maintain, by im- 
plication if not in so many words, that slave-hunting and 
piracy were intrinsically very noble occupations when they 
had as their conse<]uence the doing of a damage to the 
Spaniards or Portuguese. They are excused, or even gloried 
in, as parts of the strife between the children of Light 
and the children of Darkness. In a sense perhaps they 
were ; but it must be confessed that the methods of the 
children of Light, and their motives as they are to be 
gathered from their own words, were curiously like those of 
their enemies. Both indeed could appeal to rehgion as sancti- 
fying their gold-hunting adventures. Cortes and Pizarro 
had the extension of the true faith much in tlieir mouths, 
and in some measure in their hearts. Hawkins, sailing from 
the coast of Senegambia with aholdful of kidnappeil negroes, 
on his way to a smuggling venture on the Spanish main, 
supported himself amid the miseries of a tropical calm, by 
remembering that the Lord will not suiter His elect to 
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(lerish. We need not tfiiak him a hypot-rite, but we shull 
be very credulous if we see more in his religious faith 
than a proof of the happy facility with which men can 
persuade themselves that what ia agreeable to their in- 
terests or passions is also acceptable to God. There is a 
sentence in Raleigh's Discovcrie of Guiana which throws a 
most instructive light on the motives of the Elizabethan 
adventurer. Sir Walter had been descanting at length on 
the many advantages which El Dorado, the gilded king 
of Manoa, would derive from the protection to be afforded 
him by a garrison of English " younger brothers, and all 
chieftaines, and captains that want employment". He 
ends with the following significaDt sentence : " In which 
respects no doubt he will be brought to tribute with great 
gladnesse ; if not, he hath neither shot nor yron weapon in 
all his empire and therefore may easily be conquered ". 
Let ine protect you, for a consideration, or I will plunder 
you. It may be doubted whether the grefit "Inga" of 
Manoa would have found much to choose between Sir 
Walter Raleigh of the county of Devon, and Don Gonzalo 
de Pizarro of the kingdom of Estremadura. 

Southey never foi^t such revelations as this, and his 
picture of the Elizabethans is the better for it. He drew 
them the more like what they unquestionably were, namely, 
such men as the Spanish " conquistadores," with the advan- 
tage of belon^ng to a more many-sided and capable race ; 
as lovers of adventure and lovers of gold, with a business 
and governing faculty, which the Spaniard had possessed 
in an eminent degree, but was losing rapidly as the six- 
teenth century drew to its close. The picture agrees better 
witli the evidence than that figure of the Protestant hen) 
or humane knight -errant which has been made to do duty 
for that slave-hunter and intrepid liar, Hawkins, or the 
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self-seeking intriguer who was Raleigh. Yet Souttiey 
knew that a man may be a slave- hnnter, may be greedy 
for gold, may intrigue, and still be brave, be patriotic, be 
loyal to hia comrades, magnanimous at times, and ready to 
risk life and fortune for a cause. There are some who 
cannot be taught by any evidence that tliis combination of 
apparently incompatible qualities is not only possible but 
very human. It is too what supplies the humour of life. 

Some few words may be said on the style of these lives. 
Southey himself denied that he had any style. " As for 
composition," he wrote to his son-in-law Warter, " it has 
no difficulties for one who will ' read, mark, leam anc 
inwardly digest ' the materials upon which he is to work 
I do not mean to say that it is easy to write well, but d 
this I am sure, that most men would write better if thq 
did not take half the pains they do. For myself, I con- 
sider it no compliment wlien any one praises the simplicity 
of my prose writings ; they are written, indeed, without 
any other immediate object tlian that of expressing what 
is to be said in the readiest, and most perspicuous maimer. 
But in the transcript (if I make one) and always in the 
proof sheet, every sentence is then weighed upon the ear, 
euphony becomes a second object, and ambiguities are 
removed. But of what b now called style not a thought 
enters my head at any time.'' 

By what "is now called style," it is to be presumed 
that Mr. Warter was understood by his father-in-law to 
mean mannerism. Southey could with complete truth 
protest that no wish to write differently from the accepted 
standard of Engbsh bad at any time entered his head. To 
write "English such as every one from Chaucer to Sir 
Thomas More, and from More to Cowper, could under- 
stand," to write it with perspicuity as a first "and with 
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iphony as a second " object was his aim. But to succeed 
doing so much was to attain to a Et;yle, and not only 
so, but it was to write in the only way which it is safe 
to take as a modeL Those whose style is individual are 
some of them among the greatest of men of letters ; but 
though they may be deUghttul to read, and great to inspire, 
it is fatal to follow them. Now when, as at some other 
timen, what is called style is too often only a deliberate 
attempt to be peculiar, the prose of Southey cannot be too 
carefully read. It will show those who may be in danger 
(tf being misled by the popularity of certain models that 
is possible to be perspicuous without being pedestrian, 
consider euphony and yet not to be precious, to be 
manly and yet not violent. They may be sure, at least, 
that in following his path they will be in no danger of 
falling into absurdity. 

The lives contained in this volume have been chosen for 
reasons which perhaps ought to be given. No excuse 
ncett be assigned for reprinting the "Hawkins and Drake". 
The life of Lord Howard of EtKiigliam contains as full aji 
account of the Armada as could be written on the evidence 
accessible to Southey. The Earl of Cumberland was an 
accomplished and adventurous noble, which would of itself 
entitle him to a place among the typical heroes of an 
ariatoci-atic age, but his voyages to the isles also show the 
character of the naval warfare of the time exceptionally 
well. Of Cavendish we cannot say that he was one of the 
greatest in achievement, still less that he was one of the 
highest in character of the Elizabethans, yet he was the 
third captain of any race, the second among Englishmen, who 
rircumnarigated the globe, and his life has this value, that 
at shows the cruel and greedy side of that aristocratic spirit 

" which Cumberland was the chivalrous representative, 
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A few notes are appended merely to point out what 
research has added to Southey^s knowledge. It is but 
little, and no part modifies in any way the estimates of 
characters which are to be found in this selection from what 
I will venture to describe as on the whole the finest 
portrait gallery of the Elizabethan sea heroes in the 
English language. 

David Hannay. 
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LORD HOWARD OF EFFINGHAM 

CHARLES, eldest son of Lord William Howard, aod 
grandson of TbomiLS, second Duke of Norfolk, was bom 
in 1536. MarfjAret, his mother, was daughter of Sir 
Tliomas Gamage of Coity, in Glamorganshire. His father 
was one of the courtiers who accompanied King Henry to the 
Field of the Cloth of Gold, having (it is recorded) in his 
retinue eleven servants and two horsekeepers ; he assisted as 
proxy for his brother, the duke and earl marshal, at the 
coronation of Anne Boleyn ; and, after the conviction of his 
niece. Queen Catherine Howard, was found guilty, with his 
]»dy, of misprision of treason, for not having revealed what 
they knew of her misconduct, and condemned to perpetual im- 
pnsonment, with forfeiture of their jroQils, and of the profits 
of their lands during life. This sentence was soon remitted, 
in consideration of his services, "and it may be of his inno- 
cence ", He attended on Henry at the siege of Boulogne; 
and, in the ensuing reign, was " one of tlie first favourers and 
fiutherers, with his purse and countenance, of" what Fuller 
calls " the strange and wonderful discovery of Russia," being 
one of those who were incorporated as merchant-adventurers 
to Moscovy ; and, " at tlieir own cost and charges, provided 
those ships to discover territories unknown, northwards, north- 
eastwards, and north-westwards ". The expedition is memor- 
■ble both iu naval and coiumereial history: for the comnionder. 
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Sir Hugh Willoughby, after discovering Greenland, was € 
to death, with alt his ship's company, in a haven on the cnast 
of Laplund ; and the second in command, RichaJTl Chancellor, 
who had fortunately parted company with him, entered the 
river of St. Nicholas, travelled to the court of the Czar Ivan 
Biisilowitz, delivered the king's letters to that sovereign, and 
obtained for the English the privilege of a free trade in any 
part of his dominions, being their first entrance into Russia. 
On the accession of Queen Mary, he was created a peer of the 
realm, by the title of Loi-d Howard of Effingham, and ap- 
pointed High Admiral of England and Wales, Ireland, Gascony, 
and Aquitaine ; the queen, " in consideration of his fidelity, 
prudence, valour and industry," constituting him "her lieu- 
tenant-general and chief commander of her whole fleet and 
royal army going to sea for the defence of her friends ". In 
the discharge of this office, he kept the seas about three 
months ; and having met with Philip, then Prince of Aaturius, 
escorted him to Southampton, and attended his marriage with 
the queen. At the commencement of the following reign, he 
was one of the persons empowered to conclude peace with 
France. 

Under such a father Charles Howard was trained, serving 
under him by land and sea. He was about twenty-two years 
of age at the accession of Elizabeth; and his "most proper 
person " is said to have been one reason why that queen 
"(who, though she did not value a jewel 6^, valued it the 
moie Jor, a fair case) reflected so much upon him ". • She sent 
him to Fniuce, after the death of Henry II., on an embassy 
of condolence and congratulation to the young king. He waa 
elected one of the knights for his native county of Surrey, 
in the Parliament of 156^-3; and afterwards distinguished 
himself as general of the horse in quelling the rebellion of the 
Earls of Northumberland and Westmoreland. In the ensuing 
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r, he commanded ten ships of Her Majesty's " navy royal" ; 
when the Emperor Maximilian's dnughter, Anne, 
lUed from Zeeland to marry her uncle, Phihp II., were 
rdered to convoy lier through the British seas, as a singular 
timony of the queen's respect for the house of Austria ; 
and on this occasion it is said that he enforced the Spanish 
fleet, " to litoop gallant, and to veil their bonnets to the Queen 
of England ". It was probably at this time tlint he received 
the honour of knighthood. Having a second time been elected 
for Surrey, he was installed Knight of the Garter in 1574, and 
mode Lord Chamberlain of the Hou.sehold, — an office which 
had been held by his father, who, dying in 1572-S, had be- 
queathed to liim his collar of gold, and all his robes belonging 
to the order of the garter. Upon the death of the Earl of 
Lincoln, he was raised to the office of Lord High Admiral of 
England ; in which capacity he was called upon to perform 
a more serious service with regard to the Spaniards than when 
he required from them in peace a recognition of the queen's 
sovereignty In the English seas. 

Elizabeth, when she succeeded in happy hour to the Eng- 
lish throne, was far from entertaining any sentiments of ill-will 
toward the King of Spain. '' Whatsoever," stiith Fox ■ the 
martyrologist, " can be recited touching the admirable working 
of God's present hand in defending and delivering any one 
person out of thraldom, never was there, since the memory of 
oar fathers, any example to be showed, wherein the Lord's 
mighty power hath more admirably and blessedly showed 
itself, to the glory of His own name, to the comfort of all good 
hearts, and to the public felicity of this whole realm, than in 
the miraculous custody and out-scape of the then Lady Eliza- 
beth, in the strict time of Queen Mary ". To be near the 
throne was almost as perilous in the Plantagenet and Tudor 
fa milies as in the Ottoman houie; and in her case the danger 




was fearfully enhanced by a clear appi-ehension, on the part 
of the tiomish hierarchy, that the refomied religion, which 
they were labouring to exliqwte by fire and sword, would be 
re-established if Elizabeth would succeed to her sister. Some 
of the laity, who in their station fonvarded the persecution 
which has rendered Queen Mary's reign for ever infamous, 
entered fully into this fear ; and if Elizabeth was not brought 
to the scatTold, or made away with in confinement, it was not 
for want of wicked counsellors, or fitting keepers. One who 
was in authority is said to have declared in his place that 
there would never be "any quiet eonunonivealth in England 
unless her head were stricken from the shoulders " ; • and " it 
would make a pitiful story to recite what examinations and 
rackings of poor men there were to find out that knife which 
should cut her throat ". To the honour of the Spaniards, in 
that persecuting age, it ought never to be forgotten in tliis 
country, that their good offices were effectually intei-posed in 
her behalf, and that Philip "showed liimself in that mutter a 
very friend ". Nor will it be regarded by an equitable mind 
as any impeachment of his motives, that the part which he 
took on this occasion was that of sound policy, if policy alone 
had influenced him. Let him have credit for justice in this in- 
stance, if not for humanity ! He had sonic great qualities, and 
some good ones ; and his worst actions must be imputed to a 
deluded conscience, acting under a mistaken sense of religious 

If Elizabeth had been at that time cut off, Mary Stuart, 



• Fox, iii., 794, 797, 798. The queen's feelings lowardB her sialei are 
tm!y slated by Ribadeneira, who had opportunity of knowing them well, 
and who may be believed when he had no motive for writing falicly : 
" Una muger," he Bays, speaking of Elizabeth, " que ella nunca tuvo pot 
heimana, sino poi bastarda y enemiga suya, y de la religion catolica ; y 
que aiempre temio que la avia de atruynar y destniyr, y a quien por eatai 
causas desseo y procuro excluyr de la succession del reyno " {Hist. EccI, 
dt Inglattrra, 1. ii,. c. xix.). 
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V then ilauphiness, would have become presumptive heiress to 
the crown of En;j]«nd ; and her succession, by uniting Ejig- 
bnd, Scotland snd Ireland to the crown of France, would 
have been, of «11 possible contingencies, the most injurious to 
the interests of Spain. That contingency became more prob- 
nble upon Queen Mary's death ; and it seemed as if the 
French Government, in pursuit of its ambitious hopes, was too 
impatient to wait for it, for Henry II. commanded that the 
dauphin and dauphiness should, in all public instruments, 
style themselves by the (jracc of God King and Queen of 
Scotland. England and Ireland.* The arms of England, 
quartered with those of Scotland, were set forth everjTvhere 
in their household stulT, and painted upon the walls, and 
wrought into the herald^i' coats of arms ; and by his agents at 
Rome, Henry ceased not lo importune the Pope that he would 
pronounce Elizabeth a heretic and illegitimate, and Mary of 
Scotland to be the lawful Queen of England. But here both 
Philip and the emperor earnestly, though closely, interfered. 
The question of illegitimacy no longer touched the pride, or 
affected the interests, of their house ; and that of heresy even 
Spain and Austria could be contented to postpone, rather 
than allow the power of France to be aggrandised. Philip, 
therefore, ceased not secretly to oppose the practices of the 

» French at the papal court, even when he refused to renew 
tile league made of old between the kings of England and 

" Follini, Ittoria Beclti. dtlla Rivol. d'lnghilUrra. p. 406. " In very 
deed from iliis litle Etndanns. which ihcougli Ihc persuasion oftheGuiiet, 
Henry, King of France, had imposed upon the Queen of Scots, being now 
in her tender age, flowed as fiom a fountain all the calamities wherein 
•be WOE afterwards wrapt. For hereupon Queen Elizabeth bare both 
einnily to'the Guises, and secret grudge against her, which the subtle 
malice of men on both sides cherished, emulation growing betwixt them. 
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his forefathers, aud sent back his insignia of the garter, 
whereby he seemed quite to renounce amity with tlie Eng- 
lish. Still there remained the bond of mutual interest between 
Philip and Elizabeth, and not, it may be believed, without 
some sense of grateful remembrance on one part, and of 
personal respect on both. That bond was broken by the 
decease of Francis II., a few months al^er his succeeding to 
the throne ; and no kindly feelings, in a man of Phihp's 
temperament, could long withstand that bigotiy which was in 
him a principle and pa.ssion,— a principle, indeed, to which, 
under a dreadful persuasion of duty, he would have made any 
sacrifice. The lii'st animosity tliat he felt was excited by a 
trifling circumstance. He retpiested, through his ambassador, 
that four persons, who had withdrawn themselves without 
licence into his dominions, for religion's sake, might be 
exempted from the existing laws, and permitted to remain 
there,* One of these persons was grandmother to the Condeaa 
de Feria ; another was an old lady who had been much in 
Queen Mary's confidence, and used to distribute her private 
alms to those of her own sex ; the otiier two were men " most 
devoted to the popish religion, and most dear to the Spaniard". 
A distinction might well have been made between these 
persons, especially in the first instance, where there existed 
so valid a plea. Elizabeth, however, replied, it was without 
example that such a licence of perpetual absence from their 
own country should be granted to women ; and though it 
seemed in itself a matter of no moment, yet she thought it a 
thing not to be granted, "seeing the private benefit to the 

• ■' For by llie ancient laws of England it was provided, under pain of 
confiscation or goods aod lands, that none but the great noblemen or the 
land and meictiants Ehould without the king's EpecJal licence depart the 
realm, nor abide in foreign countries beyond a time prefixed, and this, 
either for the recovery of their health in a hotter climate, or for the more 
plentifiil adorning of tbeit wits in the universities, or e1<c to learn the 
discipline of the wars" (Camden, 46). 
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individu&ls would not be so great as the hurt to the community, 
when others should take courage by their example ". The 
Conde de Feria * resented this refiisal as a private injury, 
though made upon public grounds : he caused a servant of 
the English ambassador to be seized by the Inquisition, and 
" kindled the coals of the displeased king's mind, his wife in 
vain labouring to the contrary ".+ 

But though Philip became more and more estranged from 
Elizabeth, that wise queen avoided all occasion for a breach 
with Spain ; and when her ambassador. Sir Thomas Chaloner, 
who when employed in (iermany found nothing but courtesy 
there, requested to be reciiUed, because his coffers had been 
searched, she admonished him, that an ambassador must take 
all things in good part, so as his prince's honour were not 
directly violated. Early, however, in her reign, " finding the 
realm greatly unfurnished of armour, munitions, and powder," 
she began to provide against war, that she " might the more 
quietly enjoy peace ". Arms and weapons were purchased for 
her at Antwerp, but the Spaniards refused to allow the ex- 
portation, in policy, not with any hostile disposition at that 
time. They were procured, therefore, from Germany, at great 
CMt, but so largely that tlie land was said never to have been 

* No doubt he felt that he had rcndeied himself pecsonallyobnoxiont to 
Elizabeth, for refusing, though residing in London as Philip's representa- 
tive, to be picsEnt at her coronation ; which refusal, Ribadeneira Bays, he 
■liade"comocavallerocalolicoy vaieiOHO". For he inquired: "Si se avian 
dc guaidai en la coronacion todas laa ceiemonias de los otros reyes 
CbrislianoB conforme al ubo de nuestia santa madie yglcsia Bomana, y 
como BUpicsse que avia de aver alguna alteracion, nunca se pudo acabar 
con el que asgiElieESe a la solennedad, ni estuviessc en la yglesia, nj en 



publico, ni encubierto, ni con ! 
un tablado que le quisiccon hazi 
auto impio, y dai exemplo del r 
cotaa, por pequenaa que parei 
coniaminaise " (I. ii. c. xxii.) 
t Camden, 4&. 
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so amply stored at any former time with "all kinds of coti- 
venient armour and weapons ", "Very many pieces of great 
ordnance of brass itnd iron she cast ; und God,'' says Camden, 
"as if He favoured what she undertook, discovered a most 
rich vein of pure and native brass, which had beea long time 
neglected, near Keswick," in Cumberland, whicli abiind.'intly 
sufficed for that use, and afforded brass to other countries also. 
The stone, also, called lapis catamhiaris, which is most necessary 
for the brass works, was now, by God's favour, first found in 
England, and that in abundance. And she, also, was the 
first tliat procured gunpowder to be made in England, that 
she migjit not both pray and pay for it too to her neighbours. 
The noblemen, too, and common people, with no less cheerful 
diligence, provided them arms everywhere ; so as in noble- 
men's houses most complete armouries were fiimished. 
Musters and views of anns were often kept, and the youth 
trained to the science of war, and audacity of skirmishing. In 
those days, also, the queen restrained, by a strict proclamation, 
the covetousness of merchants, which supplied munition for 
war to the Emperor of Russia against the Polonians, and also 
to the enemies of Christendom." + For the better maintenance 
and increase of the navy, the free exportation of herrings and 
all other sea fish, in English bottoms, was allowed for four 
years, and so further during pleasure ; a partial exemption 
from impressment was granted to all fishermen ; and for their 
encouragement and *' the repairing of jwrt towns and naviga- 
tion," Wednesdays, as well as Saturdays, were ordered to be 

• In his BrilnHnia Camden saye thai " this place was formerly noltd 
for mines, as appeals by a certain charier of Edward IV.". And Philcinon 
Holla.nd adds thai the miners " have here their a melting- house by 
Derwent side, whicli wilh his forcible stream and their ingenious inven- 
tions servelh Ihcm in notable stead for easy bet lows- works, hammec- 
works, forge-works, and saving of boards, not without admiration of thoie 
that behold it ". These works, however, were on the side of the Greta, 
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observed as fish-days, under penalty of a heavy fine ; and this, 
it was stated, " was meant politicly, not for any superstition, 
to be maiDtsined in the choice of meats''.* Her navy was, 
ere long, so well appointed, that she had no need (like her 
father and predecessors) to hire ships from Hamburgh, Lubeck, 
Dantzic, Genoa, and Venice. "Foreigners named her the 
restorer of the glory of shipping, and the queen of the North 
Sea." For the protection of the fleet she built Upnore Castle ; 
and she increased the sailors' pay. " Tlie wealthier inhabitants 
of the sea coast," says Camden, "' in imitation of their princess, 
built ships of war, striving who should exceed ; insomuch that 
the queen's navy, joined with her subjects' shipping, was, in 
short time, so puissant, that it was able to bring forth SfO,000 
fighting men for sea service." t 

The world in those days offered occupation enough to 
restless spirits. At one time many of the young English 
gentry " who, according to their innate courage, thought 
themselves bom to arms, not to idleness," repaired to Hungary, 
oa volunteers against the Turks. A few years later they 
began to flock into the Low Countries, taking different sides, 
some for principle, others preferring that service in which 
be«t entertainment was to be found ; the far greater number, 
however, engaged in the Protestant cause, the strong feeling 
that had been excited by the Mnriiin persecution in their own 
country being roused by the cruelty of the Spanish Govern- 
ment under Alva, — a great but merciless man, who in his last 
ilUiess accounted those actions which have entailed on ever- 
lasting reproach on his name among his good works ! He had 
used his influence in Spain to restrain ^ the violence with 
which the English in that country were persecuted on the 
■e of their religion, — either because that persecution wa» 
I nged by a rival statesman, or because he deemed it politic at 
I that time to keep up a friendly understanding with England, 



'Ehi 



+ Lamden, 56. 



i Ibid., 61. 
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certAinly not from any toleration or feeling of compassion. 
But when Governor of the Netherlands he clearly saw tliat 
in England lay the strength of that f rotestant cause, for the 
extirpation of which he was enerting all the energies of his 
strong head and obdurate heart. No direct or open offence 
had as yet been offered by either party, when some French 
privateers whom the Prince of Cond^ had equipped, but who 
infested the seas as pirates, fell in with five Spanish vessels 
which with difficulty escaped, some getting into Falmouth, 
the others into Plymouth and the Southampton Kiver. 
The French also put into an English port, waiting to renew 
the pursuit, whenever the Spaniards should depart from their 
asylum. 

The Spanish ambassador, being apprised of this, applied to 
the queen : he informed her that there was money on board, 
for the payment of the king's troops in the Low Countries, 
and requested that she would protect it in her harbours, and 
grant it a safe convoy to Antwerp ; or, if advisable, let it be 
carried through the country to a port where it might be safely 
re-embarked. This the queen granted, and promised security 
both by sea and land. Even in harbour the freebooters woidd 
have mastered one of these ships, if they had not been beaten 
off by the English : and after this danger, the money was 
landed. No sooner had this been done than the Spanish 
resident began to fear that it was trusted to dangerous hands, 
and he imparted his suspicions to Alva. Meantime Cardinal 
Chastillon, who was then in England, assured the queen that 
the money was not in fact the King of Spain's, but belonged 
to certain Genoese, from whom Alva intended to take it as a 
loan, against their will. The matter was then laid before the 
council, and it was debated whether this money, which was 
to be employed for the destruction of the Protestants in the 
Low Countries, should not be borrowed by the queen, security 
being given ; a practice then usual among princes, and to 
which Philip himself had sometimes resorted ; aod upon 
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this the queen resolved, though most of her advisers were 
of a different opinion, and feared to exasperate a power- 
fill king who was already sufficiently incensed against the 

iglisb. This resolution was communicated to the Spanish 
Hobassador, with a solemn engagement to restore the money, 
if it should prove to belong not to the merchants but to the 
King of Spain. Alva, on the very day that this communica- 
tion was made to the resident, upon the first suspicion seised 
the goods of all the English in the Netherlands, and arrested 
the owners. He thought to intimidate a Government, the 
strength of which had not been tried, and the foundations of 
which he was then working to undermine. But the courageous 
queen immediately made reprisals upon the ships and property 
belonging to the Nelherlanders.* 

Ships were now sent out to cruise against the English, not 
only from the Netherlands, hut from the ports of Spain, where 
the English merchants and mariners were arrested by the 
Inquisition, and condemned to the galleys, and their goods 
confiscated. When this was known in England, privateers 
were fitted out with the utmost activity ; but they acted with 
such indiserimlnating rapacity, that it became necessary to 
issue proclamations tbrbidding all men from purchasing any 
merchandise from sea rovers. Meantime Alva was prosecut- 
ing what he hoped would prove a tar more effectual plan of 
operations against Elizabeth, and in her person against the 
Protestant religion, whereof she was the chief earthly support. 
The hostile disposition of Philip towards England was such, 
that he had reprimanded this minister not long before for 
having written as if he werewell inclined towards what the king 



i 



Camden, lao. Pietei Bor, Oorifmiigt. etc., der Nitherlandschi 
Oorlogfn, L, 371. 

The property embargoed here is said to have (ai exceeded in value 
what was seiied in the Netherlands, though Pieler Bor states the yearly 
value of our exports to thoie countries at more than 11,000,000 crowns 
o(go1d(i..69). 



IS 



ENGLISH SEAMEN' 



called that " lost aud undone kingdom " ; • for the Inquisition 
had now obtained as much influence over the councils of that 
monarch, prudent as he was deemed, as over his conscience. 
The lan;iuage of the Pope was, that for the diseases which 
then afflicted Christendom 6ery cauteries were required ; that 
corrupt members must be cot off; that nothing was more 
cruel than to show mercy to the heretics ; that alj who fell 
into the hands of the true servants of the Church ought im- 
mediately to be put to death, and that no king wlio suffered 
himself to be entreated in their favour could satisfy his Be- 
deemer.t They acted themselves in the spirit of these 
exhortations. Pius V. laid a plot for restoring the Romish 
religion in England by taking off Elizabeth,! ""<! raising the 
Queen of Scots to the throne. Her agents in this country 
conducted it with great dexterity, so as to engage in it some 
who were in Elizabeth's council, and in her favour as weU as 
confidence, but who were now actuated by ambition, or by 
envy and hatred of their rivals, or by a dreadful persuasion of 
duty to the Papal Church ; and all things seemed ripe when 
the dispute concerning the money which the English Govern- 
ment had retained afforded Pius a favourable opportunity § for 
engaging Philip in the conspiracy, Philip lent an obedient 
ear. Alva was ordered to hold 3000 harquebusstera in readi- 
ness for embarkation ; the Marquis Vitel 11 was sent to London 
under the pretext of an embassy, hut with the intent that he 
should take the command of those troops as soon as they 
should have landed near London, where an underetaniling 

• Tainer'B Cli.nltO,. 454. "■ »■ 

fibid.. 461, 480, n. 45 ; 481, n. 56. 

[ " UnS quidem ex parte ipsi Scotorum reginiE — opem (eire, eamque 
omninQ Hberare ; ex altcii vero lapsam in Anglic leligionem icnovare 
cogiubal, simul el illam malorum omnium aentinam, seu. ut appellabal 
ipse, flagiltoruin servam de medio lolltre, si minus posset ad Banltatcm 
revocati " (Gabutius, Vita B. Fii. V, Ada SS., x. Mar., t. i., p. 658). 
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J had been cHUblisIieU with tlie Tower, at the (wlacr, and among 
the queen's guards.* 

These arrange meuts having been miulc, the Pope fulminated 
that memomblc bull, wherein, as one whom the Lord had 
made prince over all people and all kingdoms, to pluck up, 
destroy, scatter, consume, plant, and build, he passed sentence 
of excommunication against JiHizabeth, as being a heretic, and 
a favourer of heretics ; pronounced that she was cut off from 
the unity of the body of Christ, and deprived of lier pretended 
title lo the kingdom ; absolved her subjects from the oath of 
allegiance, and all manner of duty towards her, and included 
all who should obey her in the same sentence of anathema. 
It was thought imprudent to let this bull appear in Spain or 
France before it hnd been published in England, lest it should 
provoke the queen + to take more active measures against the 
Spaniards, and to appear decidedly in support of the French 
Protestants. Its first appearance, therefore, was in London, 
where Felton nailed it upon the Bishop of London's palace 
gate. But an euriicr insurrection in the north had broken 
the strength and abated the hopes of the more eager Papists ; 
and secret information of the conspiracy was given to the 
English ministers by the French Govemment.J which, though 
possessed with the most deadly hatred against the Protestant 
cause, dreaded the union of England and Scotland under one 
sovereign, and the subjugation of this country to the influence, 

•Turner, 505, 509. 

t Ada Sancioruia, 058. Pollini. 458. 

JTnrnet, 509. This most diligent hiatotian, whose industry and in- 
tegrity, and perfect fairneas, entitle him always to be tiuBted, haa ahown 
that this information was given by Catherine de Medicis, upon the 
Cu<lioal of Lorraine's advice. 

"...divino judicio pcimiasum csl(GabutiuG says}ut dererum seria totS 
ad Elizabeibam refetreiut i nonnullis, Galliic regno politice magis quam 
pii consutenlibus, statuique jure (quod Pius diaboHcum jua appEllaic 
lolebal) itque van4 auspicione implicitia, neacilicet Anglid recepi, Gallia- 
nun t^no potirentur Hiapani " {Acta SS., 63S). 
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or possibly * to the power of Spain. Thus did France, at thh 
critical time, interpose in favour of Elizabeth ngainst the 
Spaniards, upon motives precisely simUar to those by which 
Spain had before been led to interfere for her against the 
Frecnh ; and the conspiracy was truBtrated,f though its extent 
was not discovered, nor the magnitude of the danger as yet 
fully understood. 

But though the treason had failed, and the Duke of Norfolk, 
who was to have been the Catholic husband of a second Queen 
Mary, suffered death, the design was still pursued by the 
Spaniards aikd the Pope : the latter spared no money for this 
pious purpose, as it was deemed at the Vatican, and declared 
that, were it necessary, for such an object he would expend 
tile whole revenues of the apostolic see, and sell the chalices 
and the crosses, and even tlie very vestraents.J That the 
blow might more surelybe struck, the semblance of peace, if not 
of amity, was still maintained ; not with sincerity, indeed, on 

* " VerentcB ntcnirum ne Anglia in Hispanorum caderet putestalem." 
t Pollini impute! the delay to Alva's fear of bringing about a league 
between France and England in aid of the Protestants in the Netherlands; 
and afierwuds to his desire thai his son D. Padtique should command 
the expedition instead of Vltelli. The (irsi (ear he ascribes to the sugges- 
tion of the devil, and insinuates (falsely iKyond all doubt) ihsc, owing to 
hisresentment at being disappointed in his views for his son, Eliiabelh 
was made acquainted with the plot : whereby "bebbe finalmente quello 
che desiderava i1 diavolo " (471. 47^)- 

Philip is asserted to have said to the legale: " Nullam unquamhoc ipso 
vel pieclarius vcl sanciius compositum straiagema fiiisse ; neque veto 
majorcm unquam visam esse conjuratorum sive concoidiam, sive con- 
■tanliam ; siquidem per tot dies nihil unquam ab ipsia temere enuntiaium 
eiat, magnaque res bene geiendat atque opportuna sesc oRerebat occaiio. 
Sed enim summus ille mundi Opifcit, cujus nutu omnia gubcrnantui, 
■eu mortalium peccalis id emercnlibus, seu ut ex Anglia vigente perse- 
- plutea interim Chriati matlyres, uli deinceps factum ( 
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SS., 659). 
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Elisabeth's part; but on tiiepiu-tof Philip perfidiously. She did 
not restrain her subjects from those maritime adventiires which 
nourished her naval strength ; and he, in confurmity to what wa£ 
then the avowed doctrineofthe Romish Cliurch, acted upon the 
principle that all means were justifiable whereby the interests 
of that Church could be promoted. The Spanish ambassador 
complained that the rebellious Netberlanders were supplied 
with warlike stores from Enj^lund, and harboured in tlie Eng- 
lish ports 1 and, in coiisequenre of his complaint, she ordered 
their ships of war to be detained, and those persons who were 
suspected of being implicated in the disturbances to leave the 
land. The most important events in public affairs, as well as 
in private life, often arise from circumstances which, when 
they occur, appear of little moment. The ships which the 
Prince of Orange had commissioned, though they were expressly 
enjoined not to injure any but their enemies, had brought a 
scandal upon his cause * by their piracies ; insomuch that he 
had displaced the admiral and appointed the Lord of Lumey, 
William Graave von der Marck, in his sttad. That officer, 
acting either from timely apprehension, or upon secret intima- 
tion, collected his ships, twenty-four in number, and sailed 
from England, entered the Moos, and by a sudden assault got 
posKKsion of the Briel. This was the first town in Holland 
which wasdelivered from the Sgtaniards, and with this enter- 
prise, the naval power of the United Provinces commenced. 
The Water-Geusen, as the Prince of Orange's sailors were 
called, had before this time deserved no better appellation ; 
they were mere pirates, and by their ill name had done more 
injury to him, than by their ill deeds to his enemies. But 
after this adventure, which liod been undertaken by the ex- 
hortation of a better man than Lumey,f one success followed 

•Pieter Bor, 389,333. 

t He was a mere freebooter, and moil of his company little better: 
"Animi fetox, idque illi uaum pro viiiule eiat," laya Orotius; "et comi- 
tam pleruque conBillum, aut animus, non nisi in prxdam " (Ann., 1. Ji., 
P-3S)- 
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another. They obtaintil ports^ entered earnestly into the 
national cause, anil awjuired chjirucler as they gatliered 
strength.* Within four months after the capture of the Briel, 
they were joined by so many adventurers, French and Eng- 
lish, that a fleet of I .'30 sail + was cnlleeted at Flushing, and by 
this fleet the project of an intended invasion of England was 
defeated, J at a time when no apprehension of any such 
danger was entertained there. For the Duque del Medina 
Cell, coming to succeed Alva in the Government, and bringing 
with him reinforcements and ordciii to put in execution the 
design of entering the Thames and surprising London, ap- 
proached the coast of Flanders, supposing it to be stUl in 
possession of the Spaniards, and that they were masters as well 
of the sea as of the shores. But the .\dmiral of Zeelund, 
Boudewijn Enoiitzoon, having intelliffence of his approach, 
met and attacked him, and captured tlie far greater part of 
his richly laden fleet, the duque himself hardly escaping in a 
small vessel into Sluys.J Dispirited at the unexpected aspect 
ofaifairson his arrival, he solicited and obtained his recnll ; 
and Alva seeing that the scheme of foreign invasion, as well 
as of domestic treason, had been frustrated, deemed it advisable 
to dissemble still further witli England, and renewed the com- 
mercial intercourse which had then for four years been 
suspended. By mutual agreement it was opened for two 
years, and among the articles was aclausc,that "ifthis mutual 
good understanding and close amity should happen for a time 
to be disturbed, yet should it in no wise be construed to be 
broken and dissolved. But if the matter could not be com- 

" Ttgtnwoordigt Sl«al der Vtr. Ntlhtrlaadtu, vol. v., pp. 330-336. 
Pieter Bor, 365. 
I t Stiada, Dec. i., 1. vil., p. 393. 

I 1 Camden, 191. 

I { Pieter Bor, 39]. TVtnjIgk ,hr. Chron. van dc KithirlaniiM^jSBt 
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pounded by commissioners, within the time prescribed, the 
intercourse w«s to cea** at the end of the two years." ' 

The good faith and honour of the realm was upon this 
occasion well maintained. Elizabeth made n full ii^^reement 
with the (Jenoese merch.ints, conceniing the money which 
was the first declared cause of difference : she indemnified 
the English merchants for their losses in the Netherlands, out 
of the produce of the Netherlanders' goods which had been 
embargoed here ; and the residue was restored to Ali'a, 
who made no such restitution to his subjects out of the 
Fjiglish pnipcrty that he had detained.t It had never been 
Elisabeth's wish that the Netherlands should throw off their 
allegiance to Philip. Not contemplating the possibility, which, 
at that time, was not contemplated by themselves, that they 
could ever maintain themselves as an independent State, she 
knew that, as it regarded England, it was better they should 
be annexed to Spain than to France ; and there was no other 
apparent alternative. Nor, if their independence had seemed 
feasible, could she, a sovereign princess, have desired that 
what she could not but deem a dangerous precedent should 
be established. As a Protestant, she sympathised with their 
sufferings for religion's sake ; as the queen of a free people, 
whose rights and privileges she respected as she ought, she 
acknowledged that they complained justly of the breach of 
their fundamental laws. But, on the other hand, Elizabeth 
felt that the cause of the Reformation had been disgraced and 
injured by the excesses the Netherlandera had committed 
under its tiame, by spoliation and havoc, and by crueltieB 
which afforded the persecutors a recriminating plea, and 
which were not to be excused for having been exercised in 
retaliation. Moreover, she was sensible that, in such com- 
motions, the fotmdations of civil society are loosened and 
nidangered. These equitable views were fairly stated, both 



1 
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to the Spanish Government ami to the States. Wlieii Re- 
quesena sent an agent into England to obtain her permission 
for engaging ships and seamen there, to act against the 
Hollnnders and Zeelauders, she refused, and prohibited 
English seamen from serving under foreign powers, and all 
men from setting out ships of war without ber licence : "her 
ships and sailors," she said, " should not be hazarded in 
foreign quarrels ". The agent then reiuested that she would 
not be displeased if those English whom he called exiles, but 
whom she termed rebels, served at sea against the Hollandeis; 
but that she would allow them free aceess to any of her porti. 
Her answer was, " that she could in no wise allow them to 
serve under the Spaniards ; and that to give the use of her 
ports to rebels and sworn enemies would be nothing short of 
madness ". One other request the agent made, that the Low 
Country emigrants might be expelled from her dominions. 
To this she replied, " that her consenting to a like re.quest, 
three years before, had proved most prejudicial to the Spanish 
aiTairs ; for from thence that maritime power had arisen, 
against which the Spaniards now found it so difficult to con- 
tend ". In proof that she had neither forgotten nor disre- 
garded the ancient league with the bouse of Burgundy, ahe 
forbade the Netlierlanders' ships of war, which were then in 
her haveus, from leaving them ; and would, by public pro- 
clamation, give orders that none who were in arms against 
the Spaniards should be admitted into them, specifying by 
name the Prince of Orange, and some fifty of tlie most con- 
spicuous persons of his party ; but she would not expel the 
fugitives who had taken shelter upon her shores, . . . "poor, 
simple people, who had forsaken their country and their 
inheritance for peace ; and whom it were inhuman, and 
against the laws of hospitality, to deliver into the hands of 
their enemies "-• 

Or the other hand, she endeavoured to dissuade the Prince 
'Camden, 20. 
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f Orange from inviting Frant'c to protect the States ; and 
was entreated by Holland and Zetland to take them 
into her own possession, or at least under her protection, as 
the person to whom, in defeasance of the Spanish line, the 
right of inheritanee reverted (that line deriving it from a sister 
of Philippu of Hainatilt, Edward IIl.'s queen), she answered, 
that she e^iteemed nothing more glorious tliau to act with 
taith and honour as beseemeth a prince : in this case, she 
could not be satisfied that she could, consistently with 
honour and conscience, take those provinces under her 
protection, much less into her possession ; but that she would 
earnestly endeavour to procure for them a liappy peace. 
VVlien Requesens died, and there were movements which 
indicated a disposition in the other States to recover their 
ancient liberties, she exhorted them to bend their minds to 
peace, desiring nothing bo much as the restoration of order in 
their provinces, and good govenimenL This, indeed, her 
subjects had great reason to desire ; for while many of those 
unquiet spirits, who followed war as a trade, engaged on either 
side, the English merchants, seeking their own gain by less 
exceptionable means, were plundered by both. They who 
were resident in Antwerp, when that city was sacked by the 
mutiDous Spaniards, were not only spoiled of their goods, but 
ctmipeUed to pay a large ransom for their lives. And the 
Dutch and Zeeland ships of war, with the connivance, if not 
the sanction of the States, detained English ships upon the 
plea that they imported provisions to their enemies tlie 
Dunkirkers, and that the trade from Flanders to Spain was 
DOW carried on in English bottoms, anil boarded them "smally 
ta the profit of those to whom the ships and goods apper- 
tained," even when they were nut boldly aei^ted and carried 
away as prizes. A breach had nearly been made between the 
States and England, when the States blockaded the Sclieldt, 
and prohibited the English from trading by that river with 
Antwerp ; the merchants, finding themselves thus damnified, 
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pompUinetl to their own Govemnieiit, reprisals took place, 
and the dispute was not adjusted till after much mutual 
injury and ill-will. The arrangement was facilitated by 
sending four vessels under the comptroUer of the queen's 
ships, William Holstocke, to scour the narrow seas from the 
North Foreland to Falmouth. In that course, he recaptured 
fifteen merchantmen of sundry nations, took twenty ships and 
barques, " English, French, and Flemings, but all pirates, «Dd 
in &shion of war " ; and brought home SOO men prisonen for 
piracy, some thirty of whom were condemned to death.* 

Such was the desire of Elizabeth that the Low Countries 
should remain united to Spain, rather than be annexed to 
France, that when Don John of Austria arrived as governor, 
she offered him her assistance in case the States should call 
in the French. At the same time when, upon the impor- 
tunate entreaties of the States, she assisted them with 20,000/., 
it was upon condition that they should neither change their 
religion nor their prince, nor receive the French into the 
Netherlands, nor refuse a peace if Don John would con- 
descend to reasonable conditions ; and that, if such a peace 
were obtained, this money should go toward the payment of 
the Spanish soldiers, who were then in a state of ntutioy 
because of their arrears.t But it was with no amicable 
intentions towards the Queen of England that Don John took 
upon himself the command in the Netherlands. He had been 
bred up in ignorance that Charles V. was his father, but in 
a manner which qualified him for any rank to which he might 
be advanced ; and Philip, afler acknowledging him as his 
brother, though Olegitimate, had placed him in circumstances 
the most favourable to an ambitious mind, by appointing him to 
the command of that fleet with which be achieved at Leponto 
a naval victory more important and more famous than any 

* Holinshed, 331-323, 329-331. Camden, 314. 
t Camden, loB, 310, iij. 
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preceding one in mudem liistory. Having token possession 
of Tunis, he conceived the hope of becoming the founder of a 
Cbristiaa kingdom, which might one day vie in power and 
prosperity with ancient Csrthnge:* and when Philip refused 
his consent to a project the difliculties of which were well 
understood by Spanish statesmen, Don John, with the appro- 
bjitlon of the Pope, fixed upon England as the seat of the 
kingdom to which he imagined himself bom. A marriage 
with the Queen of Scots was to provide him with a claim to 
it, and possession was to be taken by force of arms. The 
English emigrants encouraged him in this design ; and he re- 
presented to Phihp that England might be conquered more 
easdy than Zeeland, and urged him to grant him some port in 
the north of Spain from whence he might invade it with a 
fleet. MeantiTne he had privately communicated with the 
Guises ; and this part of his negotiation was discovered and 
made known to Ehzabeth by the Prince of Orange, as also 
that the intention was to occupy tlie Isle of Man, and that tlie 
aid of Mary's partisans in the south of Scotland was counted 
on, and assistance Irom Ireland, and an insurrection of the 
Papists in the northern counties and in North Wales. When 
the truth of this infoi-mation had been ascertained, Elizabeth 
entered into a league with the States. t 

That league she notified by an ambassador to the King of 
Spain, praying him and the governors of the Netherlands to 
call to mind how often and how earnestly, and in how friendly 
an intent, she had long forewiirued them of the evils impend- 
ing over those countries ; how carefully she had endeavoured 
tn keep them within their duty to the king ; how she had 
refused to take possession of the rich provinces which had 
been offered to her, and refused also to protect them ; and 
how she had supplied them largely with money, when all 

* Menorinl de Ant, Pcret, igS. 
I CaDidcn, 320. 
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things were in a most desjwrale »iicl deplorable state, that 
they might not, for want thereof, be necessitated to caJl in 
another power, and break the design of peace which had lately 
been set on foot ; whether these things were unbeseeming a 
Christian queen, who affected peace, and was most desirous to 
deserve well of her confederate the Spaniard, let the Spaniard 
himself and all Christian princes judge ! And now that the 
wars might cease, and the Netherlanders again be at his 
devotion, she advised him to receive his afflicted people into 
former grace and favour, to restore their privileges, to observe 
the conditions of the last agreement, and to appoint them 
imother governor of his own family ; for no peace could be 
concluded or observed unless Don John of Austria were 
removed, whom the States distrusted and bated, and whom 
she certainly knew, by his secret practices with the Queen of 
Scots, to be her most mortal enemy, insomuch that she could 
expert nothing from the Netherlands but assured danger, SO 
long as he was governor there, it was because she knew 
what great forces Don John had raised, and how many 
auxiliary comjianiea of French were ready to join him, that 
she, to preserve the Netherlands and Siiain, and avert the 
danger from England, had now engaged to assist the Staten, 
they having promised on their part that they would continue 
in the king's obedience, and alter nothing in religion, If, 
however, the king would not listen to these representations, 
but was resolved to abrognte their rights and privileges, and 
reduce those miserable p-^vinces into slavery, as if he had 
obtained possession of them by right of war, she in that case 
would not neglect to defend her neighbours, and provide for 
her own security.* 

Tliis was no palabible language to Philip ; but that deep 
dissembler, feeling its force, and conscious of its truth, brooked 
it and with simulated good-will besought her to continue her 

•Camden, lai. 
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endeavours for bringing «boiit a peace, aiul not hmlily to 
credit false reports, nor believe that he attempted anything 
unbecoming a prince in amity with her. How far he favoured 
the designs of Don John as conformable to his own Catholic 
scouraged them as tending more to the advantage 
France than Spain, is uncertain.* But after the death of 



Strada says that when the Pope proposed a maciiage between Don 
John and the Queen of Scots. " Cum dolali Anglix regno, ai cujug a^gies- 
noncmhoneitior indc titulus aimis Auitriacii uldetctur "; Philip did not 
leflise bii consent: "Neque tex abnuebat, immo licet expedilionem 
magis quam dncem piobaret." ate his cautious words (I. viii., p. 445). 

There is a mystery about the fate of Don John. " Nam super nalalium 
•orlem Tunetense quondam tcgnum,luncet Angliam sperasae manifestus. 
et cum Lotharingis in GalHcA auIA priepotentibus, clam Philippum. 
lociassc consilia, &cile et res Belgicas in se versuius timebaliit. Undc 
nec veneni auspicio abfuit. inccrium tamen unde dati, quippe inventis 
tacerdotibuE Romana; professionia, qui suam in hoc operam patrix im- 
putarent. Anglos alii suspectabant, non ila dudum auppticio affectis, 
q-ji inde immissi in Ipsum percursoies dicebanlut" (Grotiua, p. Gi). 

The Englishmen here spoken of wece Egiemont RalclifTe. and one 
Giey. the former son to the Earl of Subscjt by a second wife, a man of a 
tmbolent spirit, and one of the chiefs of the northern rebellion. The Eng- 
lish emigrants accused him of intending 10 aEsassinale Don John, in 
wbMc army he was serving, and he and Grey were executed upon this. 
"The Spaniatds," says Camden. " give out that Ratcliffe at hia death 
TOlanlorily confessed he had been released from the Tower purpoaely 
10 commit this murder, and encouraged 10 it by Walaingham with 
great promises. The English that were there present deny that he made 
any such confession, though the emigrants did what they could to extort 
it from him" (p. 127), They were put to the torture after Don John's 
death, by the Prince of Parma, and executed upon the confession thus 
extorted (Strada, 557). If Don John were poisoned, the cause of their 
execution is evident enough. 

This was an absurd charge, and could be believed only by that parly 
■pirit which will believe anjthing. Common as the employment of 
■nwutins wu in that age for parly motives, the English Government 
stands &ee from all reproach on that score ; and if it had been less 
JcmpuloDS. Don John was no object of its jealousy or of il» feai. There 
is a Strange tale of his intriguing for a marriage with Elizabeth ; this it 
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that ambitious chief, whose story is more like a fiction of ' 
romance or tragedy than a tale of real life, the plots against 
Elizabeth were reiiewetl. Pope Gregory XHI. and Philip, by 
whom the scheme was now concerted, liad each their separate 
views ; the latter saw that he could not reduce the Nether- 
lands to subjection unless he were master of the sea, and thai 
he could not be master of the sea till he should have subdued 
England. The Pope, in the plenitude of his autliority, was 
willing to confer upon him an npostoliral title to that kingdom, 
giving Ireland at the same time to his own bastard son, whom 
he had made Marchese de \'ineola. The notorious adventurer 
Stukely undertook to conquer Ireland for this king-aspirant, 
and to bum the ships in tlie Thames. For this service, he 
asked only 3000 men, while a larger force of Spaniards and 
Portuguese were to land in England. To show on what 
grounds lie proceeded, this arch-traitor presented an instru- 
ment to Philip, " subscribed with the names of most of the 
Irish nobility, and of divers in England of good quality, ready 

aaid to have been seriousiy affirmed by letters from the Low Countriei, 
and it has also been affirmed that Escovedo passed (wo months in England 
endeavouring to bring about a negotiation for this end : but nothing that 
in the slightest degree supports this, appears in all that has cume to light 
concerning Eacovedo's Tate, nor in any English documents. It is only 
not impossible, because Don John seems to have loved danger and dis- 
limulation Tor their Own sakes. Instead of taking a safe course to tbe 
Netherlands, when be went to assume the government, be chose to pau 
through France in the disguise of a negro servant, " infuscato ore, vibrato 
capillo ac baibfl " (Stiada, Dec. iv., I. ii., p. 460). The man who could 
choose such a disguise, would think no plot too extravagant in which he 
was to perform a conspicuous part. 

Strada suspects that the story was devised by the Prince of Orange, 
for the purpose of exasperating Philip against his brother (p. ;56). Bul 
the Piince of Orange was a good man. engaged in a good cause, . . , too 
good a man ever to have served it by wicked means. When he charged 
Philip in his declaration, with the death of Don Carlos. I am ai con- 
fident that he believed the charge as I am convinced that the chatge ilselr 
was an atiocious calumny. 
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|.tobeat his devution ". In oriler to dimiuish the queen's 
aaval defence, foreign merchants were emjiloyed to 
Kiltire for diaUiit voyages the greater purt of those mercliant 
rships which were built and furnished for sea-service.* 

is said that Sebastian of Portugal was intended for the 
coounand of this expedition. Such an undertaking would 
have well accorded with his temper, and with the principles 
wherewith his pernicious education had thorougiily imbued 
him. The massacre of St. Bartholomew's had been concerted 
with bis knowledge : an armament, which he had prepared 
ostensibly against the Turks, was to have sailed in aid of the 
jyrench Government, if that massacre had faded ; and when 
e news of its perpetration arrived, Lisbon was illuminated, 
i processions made, and a thanksgiving sermon preached 
y the most eloquent of the Spanish preachers, Frey Luiz de 
; and an ambassador was sent to congratulate Charles 
P'CC t upon a crime — for which, ss it regards himself, it may 
be hoped that the horror and remorse which speedily brought 
him to an untimely death may have atoned. But though 
Sebastian had proffered to the Pope his utmost services 
•gunat Mahommedans and heretics, early impressions and 
national feeling led him to tread in the stejis of his heroic 
ancestors, and endeavour to recover that dominion in Africa 
which they had unmsety abandoned for the sake of more 
distant and less tenable conquests. Though the Pope offered 
him a consecrated banner as for a holy war, he was not to be 
diverted from his purpose ; and Stukely, who arrived in the 
Tagus with HOO men, raised for the invasion of Ireland, was 
irduced to postpone that purpose, and accom{>any Sebastian 
ry. Stukety met his death there, ... in better 
than he deserved to die In ; fur braver or nobler- 
aen never fell in battle than some of those Portu- 



• Camden, 330. Turner, 574. 
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guese who perisliecl on that disastrous day. Whether Sebastian 
perished with them, is one of those secrets over which the 
grave has closed. But as his wilfulness had been the means 
of averting the intended invasion of England, so by the con- 
sequences of his defeat and disappearance Portugal became 
the immediate object of Philip's designs : his chief care was 
devoted to obtaining the succession for himself; and the 
forces which had been levied against Elizabeth were employed 
in establishing his ill-founded claim against a pretender whcse 
pretensions were weaker than his own, and who had nothing 
to support them but the favour of the populace. 

A few years earlier, Cecil, the greatest of English statesmen, 
thought that if an enemy were at hand to assail the realm 
it were a fearful thing to consider, because of its growing 
weakness, what the resistance might be. Tlie cause of that 
weakness he perceived " in the queen's celibacy, and the 
want of a suitable successor, and the lack of foreign alliances; 
in the feebleness which long peace had induced, the weakness 
of the frontier, the ignorance of martial knowledge in the 
subjects, the lack of meet captains and trained soldiers, the 
rebellion which had then recently broken out in Ireland, the 
over-much boldness which the mildness of the queen's govern- 
ment had encouraged, the want of treasure, the excess of the 
ordinary charges, the poverty of the nobility and gentlemen 
of service (the wealtli being in the meaner sort), the lack of 
mariners and munition, and the decay of morals and religion " ; 
but the greatest danger he considered to be that which arose 
from " the determination of the two monarchies, next neigh- 
bour to England, to subvert not only their own subjects, but 
also all others refusing the tyranny of Home, and their earnest 
desire to have the Queen of Scots possess this throne of 
England ". * One alone of these causes of danger had been 
remedied, the lack of mariners : a race of seamen such as no 
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r times hul equalli^d, Biid no after ones have surpassed, 
s then training in voyages of discovery and of mercantile 
idventure. For the predatory spirit by which the specuUton 
ithome,AS wellas the adventurers tliemselves, were influenced, 
me provocation had been given ; and when F.lizabetb, in 
Panswer to the demand made by the S]>ai]ish ambaKindor for 
Kiestitution of the treasure which Drake had brought home 
I that voyage which has immortalised his name, told him 
that Drake should be forthcoming to answer accortling to law, 
if he were convicted by good evidence of having committed 
anything against law or riglit ; and that the property was 
I Bet apart in order that it might be restored to its just 
■ chiimants ; she reminded him that a greater sum than Drake 
rliad brought home she had been comjielled to expend in 
putting down those rebellions which the Spaniards had raised 
and encoumged both in Ireland and England : and as to the 
complaint which he preferred against the English for sailing 
in the Indian Ocean, she answered, she could not persuade 
herself that the Bishop of Rome's donation had conferred upon 
the kings of Spain any just title to the Indies : she acknow- 
ledged no prerogative in that bishop to lay any restriction 
upon princes who owed him no obedience ; nor could she 
allow that he had any authority to enfeoff, as it were, the 
Spaniard in that new world, and invest him with the posses- 
»ion thereof. Neither was their only other claim to be 
admitted, which was no more than that they had touched 
here and there upon the coast, built huts there, and given 
names to a river or a cape. This donation of that which watt 
another's, and this imaginary proprietj', did not preclude other 
princes from trading to those countries, nor from transporting 
colonies (without breach of the law of nations) into those 
ports which were not inhabited by Spaniards (for presiriplion 
. without possession was little worth) ; nor from navigating that 
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persons, forasmuch as neither nature nor public custom 
warranted any possession thereof. She observed, also, that 
the Spaniaitls, by their hard dealing with the English, whom 
they had, contrary to the law of nations, prohibited from 
commerce, had drawn upon themselves the mischiefs which 
they now com))lained of,* 

The charge against the Spanish Government, of having 
instigated rebellion, was incontestable. Stukely's preparations 
had not been secret, and an English fleet had been stationed 
on the Irish coast to intercept him ; and that fleet bad not 
long returned to England, in tiie belief that all present danger 
was past, before a body of Spaniards were landed in Ireland, 
in aid of the first Irish rebellion into which the Romish 
religion entered as an exciting cau^e, ... a cause from 
whence have arisen the greatest evils that have afflicted, and 
are afflicting, and will lung continue to aSlict, that unhappy 
island. The Spaniards fortified themselves in Kerry; and 
when the lord deputy, Arthur Lord Grey of Wilton, marched 
against them, and sent a trumpet " to demand who they were, 
what they had to do in Ireland, who sent them, and wherefore 
they had built a fort in Queen Elizabeth's dominions, and 
withal to command them to depart with speed," they 
answered, that they were sent "some from tlie most holy 
&ther, the Pope, and some from the King of Spain, to whom 
the Po]]e had given Ireland, Queen Elizabeth having, as a 
heretic, forfeited her title to it. They would, therefore, hold 
what they had gotten, and get more if they could." The con- 
fidence which seemed to themselves to justify this langua|[e 
Boon failed them ; they discovered too late the vanity of the 
promises which had been held out to them, the condition of 
the people with whom they were to act, and the dreadful 
character of the war which, in reliance upon their support, 
had been begun. They were besieged by land ; the protect- 
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t squadron was remanded from England, and cut ofT their 
pe by sea : they were compelled to surrender at discretion, 
wid were put to the sword ; a measure which grieved Elisa- 
beth, and which she disapproved, even when she admitted 
that the plea of stem necessity was strongly urged in its 
vindication,* 

It was easy for Elisabeth to justify the views of her Govern- 
ment, and the peaceable course which it had hitherto pur- 
sued. Upon general principles, too, the right of her subjects 
to explore distant seas and countries might well be asserted 
and maintained, but she made no attempt to defend what v 
not strictly defensible, and a great part of the money which 
Drake had brought home was restored to the Spaniards ; + and 
some of the chief jtersuns belonging to the court refused to 
accept the money which he otfered them, because they con- 
sidered it to have been gnuied by piracy. This is said to have 
troubled him gieatly, for he no doubt was of opinion that the 
conduct of the Spaniards in their American conquests war- 
ranted any hostile proceedings against them ; and he had this 
to encourage him, that, while statesmen openly condemnetl 
his conduct, or only covertly protected him, " the common 
sort of people admired and extolled his actions, as deeming it 
no less honourable to have enlarged tlie bounds of the Eng- 
lish name and glor^-, tlian of their empire ". J Indeed, how- 
ever desirous Elizabeth's ministers were of avoiding a war, 
they saw what the people fett, that it must soon be forced 
upon them, and that overt acts on the part of Philip would 
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Sebura, of whom Camden says, Ihal he 
:lrievingrhe gold and silver," Ihough he 
lission so to do ; and that he " never 
the light ownetB, but employed it against the queen, and con- 
the pay of the Spaniards in Ihe NetheilandE, as waaal length 
I too late, undeiEtood" {p. sjs)- 
Fullei'i ChHTck Hiitory, uiteenth century, i8o.tS2. 





ENGLISH SEAMEV 

■ HDov tke eovot hatdOcj wiaA hid bog bees ernnitd 
mm. Tbe J<jhI% vfca woe vnt tlK ^uraig iptiits i 

e St Am liMe <ta B>: a «wd emmt in that 

er. nd the anlitcct, ^ tkc gmt I 

t Spanandt, bat bee— w tbe cbimenal 
■ entertained of crtiMiiViag a murasd moDanb j of 
paiH was to be the tcaapcval and Bune the spintnal 
head. The impartaiit (tcpof teoderiog%»in in all spiritual 
afiur* abeolatelj' snbserTient to Rotse hMl been effected ; and 
they vbo laboored to extend the ^>aniah dominion peneired 
that the succewon of the Scottiah line to the throne of 
Rnf^and roust be uniaTounble to the interests of Spain, 
because of Muy's connection with the Guises : that of her 
wni would be detrimental to the Romish Church, because he 
had been carefully and well educated in the principles of the 
i'roteatant faith, and it was now evident that those principles 
were well rooted in his mind. They set up, therefore, a titlt 
of the King of Spain to the English crown, by which, pre- 
puaterouB as it was, not a few of the English Papists were 
deluded.* Some of the queen's counsellors proposed to her, 
a* a counter-project, that slie bhould foment the difference 
which then cxinted between Philip and the Pope concerning 
the kingdom of Naples, and assist Gregory not as Pope, but 

• Tlii» title. Fullei tays (i8o), was ■' as much admired by their own 
puty, 1» «li|ihtcil by the queen and hei loyal subjects. Indeed it is easy 
(or any Indiffeient herald so to devise a pedigree, as in some seeming 
ptobability to entitle any pfince in Christendom to any piincipality in 
Chf Ulendom l but luch will shrink on serious examination. Yea, I believe 
Queen P.lli*beth might pretend a better tJiie to the kingdoms of Lean 
•nd Culile in Spain, m descended, by ihe House of York, from Edmond 
Barl of Cambridge, and his lady, co-heir to King Pedro, than any claim 
thtt ihe King of Spain could make out to the kingdom of England. How- 
«v»r. much nilsehlef was done hereby, many Papists paying their good 
wlaha* when Ihey were not due, and defrauding the queen (theil truo 
ciidllor) of Ilia alUgiancE belonging unto her.'' 
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in his charactei' of temporal prince, with ships ; thus, they 
argued, she might bring about tt diversion of the Spanish 
forces, and prevent an invasion of her own dominions. It 
might have been a sufficient objection to any such proposal 
that tlie Papal claim rested upon Papal grounds, and was 
maintainable as a political question. But Elizabeth 
it at once in the right point of view as a question of 
aur and of conscience : she refused to " entertain compli- 
i with the Pope in any rapacity, or any conditions, as 
dishonourable to hei-self, and distasteful to the Protestant 
princes ; nor would she," says our good Church historian, 
" touch pitch in jest, for fear of being defiled in earnest '".* 

Part of the system which the hispaniolised faction pursued 
to blacken the character of Elizabeth by every imaginable 

iumny, knowing that no calumnies can be loo absurd for 
itching ears, and hearts that are prepossessed with hatred for 
the person whom it is proposed to injure. Not contented with 
contending thnt she was of illegitimate birth, they affirmed 
that she was the offspring ofan incestuous intercourse between 
Heniy VIII. and his own daughter ! They arraigned her of 
the vilest ingratitude towards Philip, to whose intercession, 
they asserted, she hod been three times beholden for her life, 
when sentence of death had been passed against her for 
treason against her sister. They represented the punishment 
of convicted traitors, and tlie preventive measures against 
preparatory treason, which for self-preservation her Govern- 
ment was compelled to pursue, in a religious persecution, 
against which the advocates and agents of the Inquisition, — 
yea, the very men who had kindled the fires iu Smithfield, — 
filled Europe with their complaints. Books were set forth, 
wherein it was not contended, but dogmatically taught, that 
princes, when cTtcommunicnted for heresy, were to be deprived 
of kingdom and life. This doctrine received the sanction of 



* Fuller's Ckurck History, sixteenth century, l8o-i8a. 



Si 



ENGLISH SEAMEN 



the censorial authorities in Romish countries ; and, by a libel 
which was secretly printed in England, the ladies of Eliza- 
beth's household were exhorted to deal with her as Judith 
had dealt with Holofernes.* Bernardino de Mendoza, the 
Spanish ambassador in England, was detected in a coi 
spondence with those Papists whose object it was, by foreign 
wd, to depose the queen and re-establish the Romish religion. 
He was ordered to depart the land, though he had rendered 
himself liable to the utmost severity of the law ; and the 
queen was still so desirous of continuing at peace with Spain, 
that she sent the clerk of her council into that country, to 
inform the King of Spain for what just cause his minister had 
been sent away, and withat to assure him, lest, by having thus 
dismissed Mendoza, she " might seem to renounce the ancient 
amity that had subsisted between both kingdoms," that til 
amicable offices should still be shown by her, if Philip would 
send any other minister who should be desirous of preserving 
friendship, — provided only that a like reception might be 
given to her ambassador. But this minister could not obtun 
a hearing, t 

Meantime the Prince of Orange, who had recovered after 
being desperately wounded by one assassin, perished by the 
hand of another ; and the war in the Netherlands 
vigorously prosecuted by the Prince of Parma, a general 
whose martial genius had then never been equalled in modem 
warfare, and, perhaps, has never since been surpassed. Eliza- 
beth, in her cautious policy, hesitated at entering into any direct 
alliance with the united States, till he had taken Antwerp^ 
after one of the most memorable sieges in military bistoiy. 
She then hesitated no longer, lest the war should be brought 
home to her own doors ; and concluded a treaty, whereby she 
contracted to aid the States with 5000 foot and 1000 horse 
during the war, the States engaging to repay the expense thus 



' Camden, 195, 307. 
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incurred, in the course of five years after the conclusion of a 
peace. Flushing, Rainmaketis, and the Briel, were to be 
occupied by English troops as caution towns. The contracting 
parties were to enter into no league, hut on common consent; 
and ships for their mutual defence were to be equipped In 
equal numbers by both [larlies, at their common charge, and 
to be comin.inded by the admiral of EiijjUnd. The Zeelamlers, 
in honour of this ullianee, coined money with the .nrnis of that 
province on one side, a lion rising out of the waves, and the 
motto Luvfor el cmtigo ; and oil the other the arms of the 
several cities, with the motto, Aulhore Deo, favenle Uegi'ia.* 
A declaration was published in the queen's name, "of the 
causes which had moved her to give aid to the defence of the 
people afflicted and oppressed in the Low Countries " ; for 
"although kings and princes sovereign, it was said, were not 
Itound to render account of their actions to &ny but to God, 
their only sovereign Lord, we are, nutwith^tunding this our 
prerogative, at this lime specially moved to publish, not only 
unto our own natural lovin<{ subjects, but also to all others out 
neighbours, what our intention is at this time, and upon what 
just and reasonable grounds we are moved to give aid unto 
our next neighbours, the nulural people of the Low Countries 
being, by long wars and persecutions of strange nations there, 
lamentably ufflicted, and In present danger to be brought 
into a perpetual servitude ". 

"First," said this declaration, "it is to be understood that 
there hath been, time out of mind, even by the natural 
situation of those Low Countries and our realm of England, 
one directly opposite [o the other, and by reason of the ready 
crossing of the seas, and multitudes of large and commodious 
havens respectively on both sides, a continual traffic and com- 
merce betwixt the people of England and the mttural people 
those countries, and so continued in all ancient times, when 
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the several provinces thereof, as Flanders, Holland, and 
Zeeland, and other countries to them adjoining, were pos- 
sessed by several lords, and not united together as of late 
years they hnve been by inter-marriages, and at length by 
concurrence of many and sundry titles, reduced to be under 
the government of those lords that succeeded to the Dukedom 
of Burgundy : whereby there had been many special confede- 
rations, not only betwixt the kings of England and the lords 
of the said countries, but also betwixt the very natural subjects 
of both, as the prelates, noblemen, citizens, burgesses and 
other commonalties of the great cities and port towns ot 
either country reciprocally, by special obligations and stipula- 
tions under their seals interchangeably, for maintenance oi 
commerce and intercourse of merchants, and also of speclil 
mutual amity to be observed ; and very express provision fer 
mutual favours, affections, and all other friendly offices to be 
used and prosecuted by the people of tlie one nation toward* 
the other. By which mutual bonds there hath continued 
perpetual union of the people's hearts together ; and so, by 
way of continual intercourse, from age to age, the same mutual 
love hath been inviolably kept and exercised, as it had beoi 
by the will of nature, and never utterly dissolved, nor yet for 
any long time discontinued, howsoever the kings and the lord* 
of the countries souietimes (though very rarely) have been «l 
difference, by sinister means of some other princes, thtir 
neighbours, envying the felicity of these two countries. And 
so had the same mutual and natural concourse and commerce 
been continued in many ages, far above the like example of 
any other countries in Christendom, to the honour and strength 
of the princes, and to the singular great benefit and enriching 
of their people, until of late years the King of Spain had been 
{as it is to be thought) counselled by his counsellors of Spain 
to appoint Spaniards, foreigners, and strangers of strange 
blood, ^men more exercised in war than in peaceful govern- 
ment, and some of them notably delighted in blood, as had 
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appeared by their actions,— to be the chiefest governors of 
■U his said Low Countries, contrary to the nncient laws and 
customs thereof. The Spaniards, having no natural regard to 
the maintenance of those people in their ancient manner of 
peact^able living, but being exalted to absolute government 
by ambition, and fur private luure, have violently broken the 
ancient laws and liberties, and, in a tyrannous sort, have 
banished, killed, and destroyed, without order of law, many of 
the most ancieut and principal persons of the natural nobility, 
thai were most worthy of government. And howsoever, in 
the beginning of these cruel persecutions, the pretence 
thereof was for maintenance of Romish religion, yet they 
spared not to deprive very many Catholics and ecclesiastical 
persons of their franchises and privileges ; and of the chiefest 
that were executed of the nobility, none was in the whole 
country more affected to that religion than was the noble and 
valiant Count of Egmond, the very glory of that country, 
who neither for his singular victories in the service of the 
King of Spain can be forgotten in true histories, nor yet for 
the cruelty used for his destruction be but for ever lamented 
in the hearts of the people of that comitry." 

The declaration proceeded to show how the horrible 
calamities thus brought upon the Low Countries had moved 
to c(^passion even such of their neighbours as had been at 
fn^ucut discord with them in former times, insomuch that 
the French king thought, very many years ago, to have taken 
them under his protection, had not (as the deputies of the 
SUles were answered) the " complots of the house of Guise, 
stirred and maintained by money out of Spain, disturbed the 
peace of France, and thereby urged the king to fi>rbear from 
the resolution he had made, not to aid those oppressed people 
of the Low Countries against the Spaniards, but also to have 
accepted them as his own subjects. But, in very ti'uth, how- 
Ever, they were comforted and kept in hope by the French 
king, who had oftentimes solicited us, as Queen of England, 
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both by message and writing, to be careful of their defeuce; 
yet, in respect that they were more strictly knit in Bncient 
friendship to this realm than to any other countiy, we are 
sure that they could be pitied of none with more cause of 
grief generally than of our subjects, being their most andent 
allies and familiar neighbours ; and that in such manner that 
this our realm of England and those countries have been of 
long time resembled and termed as man and wife. For these 
urgent causes, and many others, we have by many friendly 
messages and ambassadors, by many letters and writings, to 
the said King of Spain, our brother and ally, declared OUT 
compassion of this so evil and cruel usage of his natural and 
loyal people. And furtheniiore, as a good loving sister to 
him, and a natural good neiglibour to his I-ow Countries, we 
have often and often again moat friendly warned him, that if 
he did not by his wisdom and princely clemency, restrain the 
tyranny of his governors, and cruelty of his men of war, we 
feared that the people should be forced, for safety of their 
lives, and for continuance of their native country in the 
former state of their liberties, to seek the protection of some 
other foreign lord, or rather to yield themselves wholly to the 
sovereignty of some mighty prince ; as by the ancient laws, 
and by special privileges granted by some of the lords and 
dukes to the people, they do pretend and afiinn that in such 
cases of general injustice, and upon such violent breaking of 
their privileges, they are free from their former homage, and 
at liberty to make choice of any other prince to be their 
head. By some such alteration, as stories testify, Philip, the 
Duke of Burgundy, came to his title, from which the King of 
Spain's interest is derived. And now, to stay them from 
yielding themselves in any like sort to the sovereignty of any 
other strange prince, we yielded some years past to the in»- 
portunate requests of some of the greatest persons of degree 
and most obedient subjects to the king, and granted them 
prests of money, only to continue tbem as hia suhjeots, anj to 
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iDAJntain themselves in their just defence against the violence 
of the Spaniards, their oppressors; and during the time of 
that our aid tliiis given, slid their stay in their obedience to 
the King of Spain, we did freely acquaint the same king with 
our actions, and did still continue our friendly advices to him, 
to move him to command his governors and men of war not 
to ose such insolent cruelties against his people as might make 
them to despair of his favour, and seek some other lord. 

" For we did manifestly see if the nation of Spain should 
make a conquest of those countries, as was and yet is ap- 
parently intended, and plant themselves there as they have 
done in Naples and other countries, adding thereto the late 
euunples of the hostile enterprise of a power of Spaniards, 
sent by the King of Spain and the Pope into our realm of 
Ireland, with an intent, confessed by the captains, that their 
number was sent to seize upon some strength there, and with 
other great forces to pursue a conquest thereof, we did mani- 
festly see in what danger our ourself, country and people 
might shortly be, if in convenient time we did not speedily 
otherwise regard to prevent or stay the same." The queen 
then complained, that notwithstanding her often requesta and 
advices, the king's governors in the Low Countries increased 
Iheir cruelties toward his own afflicted people, and his oRieets 
in Spain offered daily greater injuries to the English resorting 
thither for traffic ; yea, her express messengers with her 
letters were not pennitted to come to the king's presence, — 
" a matter very strange, and against the law of nations ". She 
■:«ntrasted the unworthy treatment of her ambassadors in 
Spain, with her conduct towards the Spanish ambassadors, 
•nd especially Bernardino de Mendoza, "one," said she, 
" whim we did accept and use with great favour a long time, 
■swas seen in our court, and we think cannot be denied by 
himself: but yet of late years (we know not by what direc- 
tion), we found him to be a secret great favourer to sundry 
OUT evil-disposed and seditious subjects, not only to euch as 
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lurked ia our realm, but also to Ruch as fled tlie same, beinj 
notoriously condemned as open rebels and traitors, with whom, 
by his letters, messages, and secret counsels, he did in the end 
devise how, with a power of men, partly to come out of Spain, 
portly out of the Low Countries (whereof he fjave them great 
comfort in the king's name), nn invasion mi^ht be made into 
our realm ; setting do^v^ in writing the manner how the same 
should be done, with what number of men and ships, and upon 
what coasts, ports, and places of our realm, and who the 
persons should be, therein of no small account, that should 
favour this invasion, and take part with the invaders : facts 
which have been most clearly proved, and confessed by such 
as were in that eonfedcracy with him ; yet when he had been 
charged with these practices, and it had been made patent 
to him how and by whom, with many other circumstances, we 
knew it, he was caused, in verj' gentle sort, to depart out n( 
our realm, the rather for his own safety, as one in very deed 
mortally hated of our people ". 

The declaration proceeded to Rtate what the queen had 
done for delivering Scotland finm the sen'itude into which 
the house of Guise meant to have brought it, and that by her 
means only it had been restored to its ancient freedom, and 
was so possessed by the present king, whereby Scotland had 
remained in better amity and peace with England than could 
be remembered for many hundred years liefore. It concluded 
by saying how, upon the continued and lamentable requesla 
of the States of Holland, Zceland, Gueldres, and other pro- 
vinces with them united, the queen bad, with good advice, 
and after long deliberation, determined to aid them, "only lo 
defend them and their towns from sacking and desolation, 
and to procure them safety, to the honour of God, whom they 
desire to serve sincerely as Christian people, according to Hit 
lioly word, and to enjoy their ancient liberties, for them and 
their posterity, and so, consequently, to preserve the lawfill 
and ancient commerce betwixt those countries and ours. Aud 
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so," said this rr 
herein, and our subsequent actions, will be, by God's favour, 
honourably interpreted of all persons (saving of the opprcESots 
themselves and their partisans), in that we mean not hereby 
either for ambition or malice, the two roots of all injustice, 
to make any particular profit hereof to ourself or to our 
people ; only desiring at this time to obtain, by God's favour, 
for these countries a deliverance of them from war by the 
Spaniards and foreigners,a restitution of their ancient liberties, 
and government by some Christian peace, and thereby a surety 
for ourselves and our renlm to be free ftwm invading neigh- 
bours, and our people to enjoy their lawful intercourse of 
friendship and merchandise, according to the ancient usage 
and treaties of intercourse made betwixt our progenitors and 
the lords and earls of those countries, and betwixt our people 
and theirs. And though our further intention also is, or may 
be, to take into our guard some few towns upon the sea-side, 
next opposite to our realm, which otherwise might be in 
danger to be taken by the strangers, enemies of the country j 
yet therein considering we have no meaning at this time to 
take and retain the same to our own proper use, we hope all 
persons will think it agreeable with good reason and princely 
policy that we should have the guard and use of some such 
places, for sure access and recess of our people and soldieis 
in safety, and for furniture of them with victuals and other 
things requisite and necessar}', whilst it shall be needful for 
n to continue in those countries, for the aiding thereof in 

at their great calamities, miseries, and imminent danger, 

i until the countries may be delivered of such strange forces 
w oppress them, and recover their ancient lawful 

terties and maimer of government, to live in peace as they 
bve heretofore done, and do i^ow most earnestly in lament' 
ner desire to do, which are the very only true ends 
of all our actions now intended," 

At the conclusion, the queen alluded to the " cankered con- 
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ceits," uttered by malicious tongues, and blasphemous reports, 
in such infamous libels, tliat in no age had the devil employed 
more spirits replenished with all wickedness to utter hii rage. 
An appendix was added to this declaration, in consequence of 
in account of the siege of Antwerp, printed at Milan, in whid 
taid she : " We found ourselves most laaliciously charged with 
two notable crimes, no less hateful to the world than most 
repugnant and contrary to our own natural inclination, The 
one with ingratitude towards the King of Spain, who, as the 
author saith, saved our life, being justly by sentence adjudged 
to death in our sister's time ; the other, that there « 
persons corrupted with great promises, and that with onr 
intelligence, to take away the Prince of Parma's life. Now, 
knowing how men are maliciously bent, in this declining age 
of the worlii, both to judge, speak, and write maliciotuly, 
.nreverently of princes, and holding nothing w 
IS the conservation of our reputation and honour 
ss, we found it very expedient not to suffer two 
such horrible imputations to pass under silence. And for 
answer of the first point, touching our ingratitude towards the 
King of Spain, as we do most willingly acknowledge that we 
were beholden unto him in the time of our late sister, which 
we then did acknowledge very thankfully, and have sought 
many ways since in like sort to reijuite, so do we utterly deny 
as a most manifest untruth, that ever he was the cause of the 
saving of our life, as a person by course of justice sentenced 
unto death, who ever carried ourself toward our said sister it 
such dutiful sort, as our loyalty was never called in question, 
much less any sentence of death * pronounced against uj 

* This accusation was not inaitc by paniplilcleciis and mere libellera 
only. Hciieia., the toyal thionictei, in his Hisloria General dtl Munde 
tot the first Bcventeen years of Philip's reign, aasecia that Eliiabclh w 
on three several occasions condemned to death far treason against bet 
sister, and as often pardoned ihroueh the king's intercession: "Y el 
libtailalot Eijiarioleii con tanlo cuydado de la rajerte, dczian los Fran- 
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matter such as in respect of the ordinary course of proceetiing, 
•s by process in law, by place of trial, by the judge that 
should pronounce such sentence, and other necessary circum- 
stances in like cases usual, especially against one of our 
quality, as it could not but have been publicly known, if any 
such thing had been put in execution. This, then, being true, 
we ie«ve to the uorld to judge how maliciously and !&• 
jurioualy the author of the said pamphlet dealetb with us in 
chai^ng us with a vice tliat of all others we do most hate and 
abhor. And by the manifest untruth of this imputation, men, 
not transported with passion, may easily discern what untruth 
is contained in the second, by which we are charged with an 
intended attempt against the life of the Prince of Parma. He 
one of whom we have ever had an honourable conceit, in 
mpect of those singular rare parts we always have noted in 
which hath won unto him as great a reputation as any 
thb day living carrieth of his degree and quality ; and so 
"have we always delivered out by speech unto the world, when 
any occasion hath been olTered to make mention of him. And 
touching the prosecution, committed unto him, of the wars in 
Ae Low Countries, aa all men of judgment know, that the 
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qoe «e haiia porqneno sacedienE'e en la corona de In^laterra Maria 
reyna de Et.cocia, catada con Franciwo delfin de Franciai y los Espa- 
nolcB deiian contra los Franecws que ptocuiavan de enganai a Ysabel, 
meliendola en cstos tiabajos, para que muiiendo por ellos, quedasie de- 
Kmbaiaiada la auccssjon a la reyna de Escocia " (Let. vi., c. xiii., p. igg). 
Heirera probably believed vhat he asserted, if what Btrada affirmi be 
Inie, that the RUtement was made by Philip himselfl That king, the 
Jesuit layi, was incensed against Elizabeth. " tantoquidem acrioie senau, 
qoanto pro beneficiis, pioque vitl ipsl, quam ei bis teique se dedisse rex 
ifBttnabat, dum conspirationum insimulatam, i carcere, capitalique 
judicio liberaverai ; pro his aliisque promeritis alias super alias accepisse 
se indesinenler injiirias agnoscebal " (p. 526). The chronicler adds that 
s betrayed, with Elizabeth's consent, she hoping thereby to 
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taking away of his life cam etii no likelihood that the same 
shall work any end of the said prosecution, so is it manifestly 
known that no man hath dealt more honourably than the 
said prince, cither in duly obsei^'ing of his promise, or extend- 
ing grace and mercy where merit and desert hath craved the 
same ; and, therefore, no greater impiety by any could be 
wrought, nor nothing more prejudicial to ourself (so long as 
the king shall continue the prosecution of the cause in that 
forcible sort he now doth), than to be an instrument to take 
him away from thence by such violent means, that hath dealt 
in a more honourable and gracious sort in the charge com- 
mitted unto l.im, than any other that hath ever gone before 
him, or is likely to succeed after him. Now, therefore, how 
unlikely it is that we should be either author, or any way 
assenting to so horrible a fact, we refer to the judgment of 
such as look into causes, not with the eyes of their affection, 
but do measure and weigh things accurding to honour and 
reason. Tlie best course, therefore, that both we and all 
other princes can hold, in this unfortunate age, that over- 
floweth with malignant spirits, is, through the grace aad 
goodness of Almighty God, to direct our course in such sort, 
09 they may rather show their wills through malice, than with 
just cause by desert to say 111 either by speech or writing; 
assuring ourselves, that besides the punishment that such 
wicked libellers shall receive at the hands of the Almighty 
for depraving of princes and lawful magistrates, who are God's 
ministers, they both are and always shall be thought by all 
good men unworthy to live upon the face of the earth."" 

When Elisabeth thus openly alhed herself with the united 
States, which were, in fact, declaring war against Spain, the 
other Christian princes " admired such manly fortitude in a 
woman ; and the King of Sweden said, she had taken tlie 
n from her head and adventured it upon the chance of 
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But no new cr additionnl <langer was drawn upon 
~her by this declaration. The plan of invasion which Se- 
bastian's expedition to Africa had frustrated, and which had 
been suspended iu consequence of the subsequent events in 
Portugal, had been resumed two years before this treaty with 
the States was concluded. The Prince of Pamia had at that 
time been ordered to obtain accurate information respecting 
the English ports and their means of defence : the Milanese 
engineer. Battista Piatti, who constructed the bridge over 
the Scheldt during the siege of Antwerp, was one of the 
persons thus employed ; he had drawn up a report accordingly, 
and proceeded to Spain to give what further information might 
be required-t A negotiation pending with the Queen of 
Scots, for her release, upon her engagement that her agents 
should attempt nothing to the injury of Eli:«ibeth or of Eng- 
land, was broken off, partly, says Camden, because of certain 
fears cast in the way by those wlio knew how to increase 
suspicions between women already displeased with one 
another ; but chiefly in consequence of certain papers, which 
a Switch Jesuit, on his passage to Scotland, when captured by 
•ome Nether] ail ders, tore in pieces and cast overboard : the 
wind blew them back into the ship, and from these fragments 
the designs of the Pope, the Sjwniard, and the Guises, for 
invading England, were discovered.! ^''^ detection of a 
nearer treason led to the death of the Queen of Scots, an act 
by which Elizabeth, if she lessened her own immediate danger 
and that of the nation (which may well be doubted), brought 
upon herself an ineffaceable stuin,§ purchasing self-preservation 

•Camden. 3Ji. tStrada, 526. JCamden, 259. 

I Pany in a letter to the queen, after hia condemn alion, aays : " The 
Qoeen of Scots is your prisoner. Let hei be honourably entreated, but 
yd iniely guaidcd. She may do you good : she will do you no harm, if 
the bull be not English. It impoiteth you much ; so long as it it welt 
wilb bet, it is safe with you. When she is in Tear, you ore not without 
peril. Cherish and love her. She is of your hlood, and yoiu undoubted 
h^in succession. It is m taken abroad, and will be found bo at home " 
(Stcype's AHiiats, App. No. 46). 
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at B greater price than it is worth. But it is not upon Elisa- 
beth that the blackest stigma should be affixed. The English 
Parliament called upon her for blood. Not a voice in either 
House wiLs raised against the popular cry. The Commons came 
to a resolution, "that no other way, device, or means whatso- 
ever could possibly be (bund or imagined, that safety could in 
any wise be had as long as the Queen of Scots were living.* 
To spare her," they said, " were nothing else but to spill the 
people, who would take all impunity in this case very much to 
heart, and would not think themselves discharged of their 
oath of association, unless she were punished according to her 
deserts. And they called upon Elizabeth to remember the 
fearful examples of God's vengeance upon King Saul for 
sparing Agag, and upon King Ahab for sparing Benhadad." + 
To such purposes can public feeling be directed, and Scripture 
perverted ! Some of those great personages who had corre- 
sponded with the royal prisoner, and were implicated more or 
less in the treasonable practices which under her name and 
with her concurrence were continually carried on, began now 
to act as her deadly enemies, thereby the better to conceal 
their own guilt.J The Spanish party thrust her forward to 
her own danger, that by her destruction the way might be 
cleared for the pretended title of the King of Spain.§ They 
had persuaded themselves that nothing but an absolute con- 
quest of the island, like that by William of Normandy, could 
establish a Catholic prince here, and reinstate the Romish 
religion in its full powers. And when the French king, 
Henry ni,,{| sent a special ambassador publicly to speak in the 



• PnrliameHtrir)/ Hlsloty, 844, 



+ Camd<:T..363. 
5 Ibid., 331. 



II Pany says of him, in the remarkable leltet above quoted, in which 
he speaks with the freedom as welt as the sincerity of a dying man: " The 
French king is Frtnch ; you know that well enough, Vou will find him 
occupied when he should do j-ou good. He will not Iosr a pilgrimage to 
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Queen of Scots belialf, that Ambnssador was charged with 
Kcret instructions to press upon Elizabeth the necessity of 
putting her to death as an enemy, who, if she succeeded to 
the English throne, would, through her connection with the 
Guises, be as d&ngerous to him as she now was to the Queen of 
England ! * 

The death of Mary may have preserved England from the 
religious struggle which would have ensued upon her succes- 
sion to the throne, but it delivered Elizabeth from only one, 
•nd that the weakest, of her enemies ; and it exposed her to 
a charge of injustice and cruelty, which, being itself well 
founded, obtained belief for uny other accusation, however 
ettravagantly false. It was not Philip alone who prepared 
for making war upon her with a feeling of personal hatred : 
throughout Romish Christendom she was represented as a 
monster of iniquity ; that representation was assiduously set 
forth, not only in ephemeral libels, but in histories, in dramas, 
in poems and in hawkers' pamphlets ; -)- and when the King 
I of Spain equipped an armament for the invasion of England, 
I Tolunteers entered it with a passionate persuasion that tliey 
I irereabout to bear a part in a holy war against the wickedest and 
most inhuman of tyrants. The Pope exhorted Philip to engage 
in this great enterprise for the sake of the Roman Catholic 
and Apostolic Church, which could not be more effectually 
nor more meritoriously extended than by the conquest of 
England ; so should he avenge his own private and public 
wrongs ; so should he indeed prove himself most worthy of the 
glorious title of Most Catholic King. And he promised, as 
soon OS his troops should have set foot in that island, to supply 
him with a million of crowns of gold X towards the expenses 

* Turner, 643. Bayle'i ciiliquc on Maimbourg'B Hist, of Calvinitm 

cd. 

tThey aie ciiculaied to ihis day in Spain and Portugal. 
{ The money, howeva, wu not forthcoming. Strada, when he lelates 
btoBer, adds: "Quod magiiXyMimagnaiiimitaiernoBiendit, quam belli 
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of the expedition. Opportunity coutd never be more favour- 
able ; he had concladtd a truce with the Turk; the French 
were embroiled in civil woTj and could offer to him no opposi' 
tion. England was without forts or defences ; long peace had 
left it unprovided of connmanders or soldiers ; and it was fiill 
of Catliolics, who would joyfully flock to his standard. The 
conquest of Portugal had not been easier than that of 
England would be found ; and when England was once con- 
quered, the Low Countries would presently be reduced to 
obedience. 

Such exhurtntions accorded with the ambition, the passions, 
and the rooted principles of the King of Spain. The under- 
taking was resolved on ; and while preparations were making 
upon the most formidable scale, it was deliberated on what 
plan to proceed. Sir William Btnnley, the most noted of 
those persons who for conscience' sake betrayed their trust, 
deserted to the enemy, and bore amis against this country, 
advised that Ireland should be the first point of attack. He 
knew that country well, having served in it fifteen years; 
and if Waterford, he said, were once taken and fortified, the 
Spaniards might from thence reduce the one island and invade 
the other. Piatti was of opinion that it were better to begin 
with Scotland, where he was ted to believe the king might 
be induced to join with them fur the sake of revenging 
his mother's death. Having established a footing there, he 
thought the Isle of Wight should next be occupied. A noble 
inhabitimt of that island had promised the Prince of Parma to 
■how him a place known only to himself, by which ships could 
approach, and in four and twenty hours obtain possession of 
it; and he laid before Philip a plan of the island, and a 
memoir concerning it, which had been drawn up at the Prince 

subsidium fuit : quippe, ut pailem hujus summs Rliquam pontirex elarfp- 
rctur ante pixlinituTn hoc tempus. nultis sdduci poluii aut Hiapanj legati, 
aut Ccsii comitii £ PoimenBi duce pcoptetea Komam miEai, pentuasioni- 
bus" {PS271- 
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of Parma's desire. The Marquis of Santa Cruz, who was to 
be commander- in-chief, oi>jected to neither of these plans, 
but he urged the necessity of perpending all thin^ well 
before an cspedition should he sent out, in wliicli Spain put 
forth all her strength : and he advised tttat a port should 
previously be secured, either in Ireland, or, which he thought 
more desirable, in Holland or Zeelaiid. The enterprise nii;;ht 
safely be undertaken, if the fleet were thus rendered secure 
on that side. This was the opinion which the Prince of 
Parma supported in his letters. He represented the danger 
of venturing such a fleet in the British seas without providing 
m harbour into which it might retreat ; and Flushing, he said, 
was the only one in the Low Countries capacious enough for 
so great a force. Now that he had taken Sluys, Flushing 
might more easily be captured ; and he strongly advised that 
the capture of this place should be effected before the Armada 
ventured into those seas. It was a conquest which, with 
God's help, he undertook to make. But, in thus advising, 
the prince had a further object ; he was not willing that 
Spain should divert its attention Irom the Low Countries, 
which he had no doubt of subjugating, if only a part of the 
force designed for England were employed for that purpose. 
Those countries once subdued, England would be open to 
invasion; and of this, which he saw clearly himself, he hoped 
(o convince the king, if he could first peniuode him to let the 
liege of Flushing be undertaken.* 

But Philip would hear of no delay. The troubles in France 
and the treaty with the Turks allowed him at tliis time to 
direct his whole attention towards England : it was even less 
costly to punish that country by an invasion than to defend 
the coasts of his own empire against her piratical enterprises ; 
and he felt himself bound to exact vengeance for the death of 
the Queen of Scots, in which cause all sovereign princes were 



* Strada, siS-sji. 
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concerned. Objecting, therefore, to any attempt upon 
Ireland, which would be opening a. new theatre of war, or to 
any delay, which would allow the enemy time to prepare for 
defence, he directed the prince to take whnl measures he 
thought best for exciting the Scotch to arms ; but meantime 
to make ready with all speed for co-operating with the expedi- 
tion, which would set sail as soon as he should be in readi- 
ness.* Upon another point, also, there had been a ditference 
of opinion among Philip's advisers ; some of whom thought 
that war ahoulil be proclaimed against England, both to 
remove suspicion from other powers, and to alarm Elizabeth, 
who might then be induced to levy foreign troops for her 
defence; which, if she did, it was to be expected that those 
troops, according to the usual insolence of mercenaries, would 
so demean themselves, as to excite discontent among the 
English people, and consequent confusion.f The formality of 
declaring war was however disregarded as a mere form on 
both sides ; and on the part of the Spaniards it was deemed 
more politic to disturb the English with apprehensions of ■om* 
great but indefinite danger, and at the same time divert them 
Irom making any effectual preparation for defence, by carrying 
on negotiations in the Low Countries, without the slightot 
intention of assenting to any terms of reconciliation that 
could be proposed. 

The Prince of Parma, therefore, while he prepared for the 
invasion with his characteristic diligence, which left nothing 
undone, opened a negotiation with England, to which Bli>a- 
beth, notwithstanding the urgent remonstrances of the 
States, gave ear, yet with a just suspicion that the proposal 
was insincerely made. Leicester, who had unwisely been 
entrusted with the command of the English auxiliaries, had 
conducted himself neither to the satisfaction of the States ooi 
pf his own Government : the English and Dutch had not been 

* Stiada, jBa. f Camden, 404. 
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found to agree when they came to act togt!ther, under cuTum- 
stances that brought their national qualities into close and 
unamiable contrast : * the Dutch, too, were divided among 
Ihemselves ; so that there seemed tittle hope that England 
could aSbrd them any such assistance as might enable them 
to obtain the objects for whitrh they had taken up arma, 
and still less of any such happy termination, if they were left 
to themselves. With regard to England, it was the opinion 
of her greatest statesman, Cecil, that a peace was not only 
desirable, but most necessary ; but it must be such a peace as 
should be clear and assured, leaving no such occasion of 
quarrel as had hitherto existed ; the queen's subjects must 
be free from the Inquisition ; and the people of the LoK 
Countries not impeached for anything which had passed ; but 
allowed to enjoy their liberties and franchises, and to liave 
tlie use of their religion, now openly professed in their 
churches, for which they had so long stood to their defence.t 
The Dutch were well convinced that all negotiation was 
uHeless, and therefore refused to take any part : the English 
commissioner, however, met those of the King of Spain at 
Ostend : they first proposed a suspension of arms, " thereby 
to stfty the coming of the Spanisli fleet " ; and to this the 
Spanish commissioners seemed to incline, craftily thereby 
seeking to persuade them that it was not intended against 
England. They asked for the renewal of old treaties and 
intercourse ; the repayment of such sums as the queen had 
advanced to the States, not requiring this from the king, but 
that he should authorise the States to collect money for this 
purpose : turther, they required that foreign governors and 

* " Plurimum autem dilTenint harum nWionum ingcnia el mores ; nam 
Aagli, ut addicte serviunt. ita evecli ad dignilalea priorem humililaiem 
niolentia lependunt ; Belgaium est parece el impeiaie cum moda, nee 
geni ulla 6de1iiis atnai eminenies, aui iisdem, *i conlemtu* adsii, impla- 
cabiliuiiiasciiDE" (Giotius, gj). 

t Sttype's Amialt, vol. iii., put ii.. p. 5. 
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foreign troops should, for the queen's safety, be withdrawn 
from the Low Countries ; that the pt^ople might enjoy thdr 
ancient liberties and privileges, and be governed by their 
coimttymen, not by strangers ; and tliat there might be a 
toleration for two years at least, during which time the matter 
of religion should be ordered and established by the States. 
If these terms were concluded, the queen would agree to any 
reasonable conditions concerning the cautionary towns, thatall 
the world might know she had taken possession of them not to 
aggrandise herself, but for her own necessary assurance and 
defence.* 

To the more important of these proposals it was replied, 
that the king could not withdraw his troops tilt the States had 
submitted themselves, nor while the French were in arms : 
that the Queen of England had nothing to do with the 
privilejies of the Low Countries ; nor was she to prescribe a 
law to him how he should govern his subjects ; and that he 
would not hear of the free exercise of religion, but would 
grant a toleration, such as had been allowed to the towns 
Ihat had yielded themselves to his obedience. The English 
commissioners made answer, that neither the queen nor the 
Netherlanders could be assured of any peace while foreign 
troops were maintained ■"■ that country ; that in the privileges 
of these countries she ha., a special interest ; first, in regard 
of neighbourhood ; secondly, as being specially named in 
several pacilications ; and thirdly, because it was not possible 
for her subjects to enjoy their privileges there, unless the 
provinces themselves were allowed them. And for the point 
of religion, if the king would not hear of any toleration of the 
exercise thereof, then must the Protestants be forced either 
to forsake the religion in which they had been bom and bred, 
or go into perpetual exile. Not with any reason could the 
king refuse bis subjects what in times past had been by his 
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bther, the Emperor Charles, accorded to thi 
by other princes, and namely by himself, in liis perpetual 
edict None but dilatory replies were made to this replica- 
tion, the object of either party being to gain time : for Philip 
would have consented to no other terms than such as an 
absolute conquest of the revolted States might have enable,! 
him to impose ; and Elisabeth, though she sincerely wished 
for peace, koew that it could not possibly be obtained. At 
this time the Hope issued his bull, (leclarini; that the Catholic 
kin^ was about to direct his power against England, and 
enjotning the queen's subjects, by their obedience to the 
Church, to hold themselves in readiness fer assisting the army 
which, under the Prince of Parmn, was preparing for their 
deliverance. Allen, also, who had now been made a cardinal, 
published a book at Antwerp, ^vhich, for the audacity of its 
unhesitAling falsehood, its vituperation, and its treason, may 
vie with any libel that ever issued from the press.* He called 
Elisabeth heretic, rebel, and usurper ; an incestuous bastard, 
the bane of Christendom, and firebrand of all mischief; one 
who deserved not deposition alone, but all vengeance both of 
God and man ; and he reproached the English Papists for 
their effeminate dastardy in sulTering such a creature to reign 
almost thirty years, both over their bodies and their souls, t 
Nor was sophistry wanting in a composition thus highly 
Muoned with insolence and slander. He argued, that if there 
were no power by which apostate princes might bedeposed, God 
would n»t have sufficiently provided for our salvation, and the 
preservation of His Church and holy laws. Our obligation 
to the Church far exceedeth all other that we owe to any 
human creature. The wife may depart from her husband, if 
he be an infidel or a heretic ; the bond-slave, if his master 
become a heretic, may refuse to serve him ; yea, ipto JfKto. 
he is made free ; parents, if they become heretic, lose their 




• Turner, 671. 
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natural authority over their children. " Therefore," sidd the 
cardinal, "let no man marvel that, in case of heresy, the 
sovereign loseth the superiority over his people and kingdon 
The Pope," he added, " acting on a special canon of the great 
Council ofLateran, touching the chastisement of princes that 
will not purge their damiuions of heresy and heretics, hath 
specially entreated the King of Spain to take upon him this 
sacred and glorious enterprise ; who, by this his HoUness's 
authority and exhortation, moved also not a little by i 
humble and continual suit, hath consented a3id command 
sufficient royal forces tn be gathered and conducted into < 
country."" The publication of this book at Antwerp was 



■Yet this very man had but a few yeata before protested, "tl 
neither the reverenil fathers of the Society of the Holy Name of Jeii 
whom the people called Jesuits (an express clause being in the imtn 
tiona of iheii mission into England, that they deal not in matters of Stale, 
which 19 to be showed, signed with their late general'^ hand, of worthy 
memory), neither the priests, either of the seminaries, or others, have anj 
commission, direction, instruction, or insinuation, from his Holiness oi 
any other their superior, either in religion, or of the colleges, to move 
sedition, or to deal against the State or temporal Government ; but only 
by their priesthood and the functions thereof, to do such dutiea a* be 
requisite for Christian men's souls, which consist in preaching, teaching, 
catechising, mini<:tering the Sacraments, and the like" (Apology of llu 
English Siminarus, p. 71), 

In the same apology, alluding to a publication, very similar both in 
matter and spirit to that which he now fulminated in his capacity of 
cardinal, Allen says : " Touching some of our late repairing Co the city of 
Rome, wherewith we are charged, the principal of that voyage (meaning 
hirnself ) doth protest that he neither joined with rebel nor traitor, nor any 
one or other against the queen or realm ; or traitorously sought 01 
practised any prince or potentate to hostility against the same: fuithct 
invocaling upon his soul, that he never knew, saw, nor heard, during hit 
abode in the court there, of any such writings as are mentioned ir 
proclamation of July, containing certain articles of confederation of 
the Pope, King ofSpain, and other princes for the invasion of the rt 
nor ever afterward gave counsel to publish any such thing, though IM 
were at Rome at the day of the date, that some of those copjea which 
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overt act of hostility ; that of the bull omounted to nothing 
less than a declaration of war on the part of S(»in.* The 
queen, therefore, dhtctetl Dr. Valentine Dale, who was one 
of her commissioners, to speak with the prince in person, 
charge him in good sort with the things contained in this 
publication, and require from him a direct answer, whether he 
were not appointed general of the army which was then pre- 
paring in Spain, and, as there publicly stated, for the invasion 
of Englund.f 

The prince made answer, that he knew nothing either of 
the book or bull; nor had he undertaken anything in obedience 
to the Pope, nor attempted anything of himself but honour- 
ably, ill the service of tlie king his master, whom, as his own 
sovereign, he must obey. And for the Queen of England, he 
had so high an esteem for her, for her royal virtues, that, 
next his own king, he honoured her above all persons, and 
desired to do her service. With that desire, he had persuaded 
the king to enter upon this treaty, which would be more 

tflenvaids he saw when they were common to all the world, do bear, 
being also most uaured that no other English Catholic would or could 
be the author thereof, nor (as it may be thought), any other of those 
princes or (heir ministers, that are pretended to be of the foiesaid 
league; being neither wisdom nor policy, if any such thing were intended 
(as we verily think there was not), much less if it were never meant, to 
pablish any gucb libels to give the realm warning to provide for it ; speci- 
ally all the world knowing that the pinching of the poor CalhoHcii at 
home (a lamei:table case) is their fence to repay for ail adverse accidents 
■broad. And it may verily be thought (and so it is certain that some of 
the principal ministers of the forenamed princes have answered, being 
rtminded thereof], that the Protestants, having exercised skill and auda- 
city in such practices and counter-practices (of which Fiance, Flanders, 
Scotland, and other countries have had so lamentable expi:rience). did 
conoive them, to alter ber Majesty's accustomed benignity and mercy 
uwaids (be Catholics, into such rigour of justice as in the said edict is 
Mied"(PP- '5-i6), 

R'Bm, 33a. GrImMtonc. C)g6, Camden, ^og. 
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advantageous for the English than the SpamsrdB. " For if the 
Spaniorils be overcome," said he, " they will soon repair their 
loss ; but if you are once vanquished, your kingdom is lost." 
Dale made answer : " Our queen is provided of strength suf- 
ficient to defend her kingdom : and you yourself, in your 
wisilom, may judge that a kingdom cannot easily be won \iy 
the fortune of one battle, seeing that in so many years of W4P 
the King of Spain has not yet been able to recover his ancient 
inheritance of the Netherlands ". " Be it bo," replied the 
prince ; " these things are in the disposal of the Almighty."* 
ITiis consummate general practised a duplicity more conform- 
able to his religion than his own better nature, when he denied 
all knowledge of a bull then circulating throughout the 
States which he governed, and a book which hod been printed 
at Antwerp, with the knowledge and approbation of the 
authorities that he had himself established there. In forward- 
ing with the utmost activity the preparations for mvasion 
during the negotiations, he did no more than circumstsncet 
fairly warranted, and his plain sense of duty required : in this 
point, neither party was duped into any loss of irretrievable 
time. Most happily for England, the provinces which the 
Prince of Parmn had reduced were not the maritime ones; 
Flanders atone excepted. He had to seek, therefore, for 
shipwrights and for seamen : the fonner were brought from 
Italy, which still retained its reputation in this branch : the 
latter from Hamburgh, Bremen, and Embden. He thought 
also to obtain both ships and sailors from Denmark. The 
Danish king Iiod endeavoured to act as mediator for bringing 
about, if that were possible, an accommodation between Philip 
and the States : but his ambassador, proceeding in company 
with some of the prince's soldiers, hod been made prisoner by 
the Dutch in a skirmish ; and as they either disbelieved or 
disregarded his pretensions to the character which he assumed, 

* Camden, 409. 
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liis papers had been opened. This so incensed the king, that 
he immediately detained 700 vessels which were bringio{( 
grain from the Baltic ; for even if former experience had 
taught the Dutch to provide against such a danger, in the 
preseait circumstniices of their country means and leisure for 
such provision were alike wanting, and they must have been 
reduced to immediate distress for food, if they hod not, an 
necessity compelled, brought into their ports the French and 
English vessels * coming from the same sea. Spain, there- 
fore, had less difficulty in contracting with the Danes I'oi 
ships, mariners, and "soldiers upon the seas" ; but the Eng- 
lish resident at Copenhagen, having intelligence of this, 
represented to the governors of the king (for he was a minor), 
that this was contrary to the league between the two crowns, 
and nothing conformable to the sincere friendship which hod 
subsisted between Queen Elizabeth and the king their master, 
This remonstrance prevailed ; and though the parties pleaded 
their privdeges, severe order was taken that no subjects of 
Denmark or Norway, or other parts appertaining to the king's 
dominions, should either then or thereafter serve against the 
queen, t 

But in what was to be effected by human exertions under 
his own superintendence, the prince was in no danger of being 
disappointed. Two and tliirty war ships he made ready at 
Dunkirk, hired for the same purpose five foreign vessels in 
that harbour, and engaged five more from Hamburgh to 
rcndezi'ous there. Seventy flat-bottomed boats were fitted 
out in the little river Watene, each to carry thirty horses, 
with bridges for emlwrking and landing them ; and at Nieu- 
port about 200 similar vessels, but of smaller size. Here, too. 



1^. 



* " Ita vitatum discrimen sola pecuniae 
qood ipsum tamen el quia rex misEos ad se 
altiusraultorum animis judicaniium n 
tiateneri" (Grolius. 105). 
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he collected store of &scines, aiid allthero materials for throw- 
ing up en trench men ts and constructing sconces. At Grave- 
Itnes many thousand casks were got together, with cordage or 
chain-work to connect them, for forming bridges or blocking 
havens. Stakes for palisades also were provided, horse 
furniture of every kind, and horses for draught, " with ord- 
nance and all other necessary provision for the war ". Witli 
such neighbours as the Zeelanders and the English at Flush- 
ing, even Antwerp did not give him the command of the 
Scheldt ; and he was fain, therefore, to deepen and widen 
some of those channels by which Flanders is intersected, that 
ships might be brought from Antwerp by way of Ghent to 
Bruges, and so to Sluys ; or by the Yperlee, which had a 
been deepened, to the other Flemish ports. At Nieuport he 
had thirty companies of Italian troops, two of Walloon, and 
eight of Burgundian. At DLxmude, eighty of Netherlanders, 
sixty Spanish, sixty German, and seven of English desertere, 
under Sir William Stanley, the traitor : each company ci 
sisted of 100 men, and better troops were never brought into 
the field than those who served under the Prince of Parma: 
4000 horse were quartered at Courtray, 900 at Watene. "To 
this great enterprise and imaginary concjuesl divers princes 
and noblemen came from divers countries ; out of Spain cs 
the Duke of Pestrana, who was said to be the son of Ruy 
Gomez de Silva, but was held to be the king's bastard ; the 
Marquis of Bourgou, one of the Archduke Ferdinand's sa 
by Philippina Welserine ; Don Vespasian Gonzagua, of the 
house of Mantua, a great soldier, who had been viceroy in 
Spain ; Giovanni de Medici, bastard of Florence ; Amedeo, 
bastard of Savoy, with many such like, besides others of 
meaner quality." • 

These preparations held the States in alarm, the more id 
because the prince endeavoured to make them apprehend that 
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his intention was to attack Goes, or Walcheren, or Tlioleii ; 
on all these points they prepared for defence, and some were 
for cutting dykes, and drowning one part of the country for 
the sake of preserving the other. But the wiser opinion pre- 
vailed, not to incur this certain evU, till its necessity became 
evident ; and the Dutch statesmen inferred that no move- 
ment would be made here till the great Spanish Armada, 
news of which was now bruited abroad, should arrive in the 
narrow seas ; then they judged it would be joined by the 
Prince of Parma's forces, whether the expedition was intended 
against them, or against England first ; whichever were 
attacked, they knew that the subjugation of both was in 
view. For themselves, they stood in little fear of the Spanish 
fleet, from which the nature of their coast, in great measure, 
would protect them ; but they were in much greater danger 
from the prince's flotilla, against which their shoals and diffi- 
cult harbours could afford them no security. Straitened as 
they were for means, and with the disadvantage of an im- 
lettled Government, they exerted themselves manfully and 
wisely. All the vessels that they could muster were etjuippetl ; 
and after due consultation it was resolved that the larger 
vessels should be stationed between England at the coast of 
FIaoder«, outside the shoals, the smaller within the shoals, 
and the flotilla of smacks off Kleeyenburg, or between Ramme- 
keas and Flushing, according to circumstances. Their feelings 
toward England, notwithstanding the ill blood that had been 
stirred during Leicester's administration, was shown by a 
medal which they struck at this time. On the one side were 
tiie arms of England and of the united States, and two oxen 
ploughing, the motto Trakite requo Jtigo — draw evenly ; on 
the reverse two earthen pots floating upon the waves, the 
motto Fraagimur ti coUidimur — if we strike we break.* 

Meantime, though the negotiations at Ostend were still 

* .Giinientone. ^4. Bor, 318. 
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carried on in policy by the5|>aiiish lummissioners, therew«aoQ 
the part of the S})ani$h Govenuneiit n disdainful disregard of 
secrecy as to its intentions, or rather a proud manifestation of 
them, which, if they liad been successful, might have been called 
magnanimous. The great king had detennined upon putting 
f^rlli his strength, and so confident were his subjects of 
success, that in the accounts which were ostentatiously pub- 
lished of its force, they termed it " The most fortunate and 
invincible Armada". The fleet, according to the official 
statement, consisted of 130 ships, having on board 19,29^ 
uitdiere, 8450 mariners, 2088 galley-slaves, and 2630 great 
pieces of brass ; there were, moreover, twenty caravels for the 
service of the fleet, and ten six-oared^y'n/jui*. The names of 
the most popular Romish saints and invocations appeared in 
the nomenclature of the ships ; and holier appellations, which 
ought never to be thus applied, were strangely associated with 
the Great Griffin and the Sea Dog, the Cat and the White 
Falcon. There were in the fleet 124 volunteers of noble 
family, having among them 456 armed servants. There was 
no noble house in Spain but had a sou, a bi'otlter, or a nephew 
in the voyage, embarked either at their own cost or in the 
king's pay, The religioners who embarked for the ser\-icc of 
the fleet, and for after operations, were 180, consisting of 
Augustinians, Franciscans, Dominicans, and Jesuits. Dan 
Martin Alarcon embarked, for the good of the heretics, aa 
vicar-general of the holy Inquisition ; and implements of con- 
version of a more cogent kind than argument or persuasion 
ore said to have been embarked in sufficient quantity. The 
business of reconciling England to the Itomish see was com- 
mitted to Cardinal Allen, as it had formerly been to Cardinal 
Pole, and an English translation of the Pope's bull was ready 
for circulation as soon as a landing should be effected. The 
galleons, being above sixty in number, were "exceeding great, 
fair, and strong, and built higli above the water, like caatles, 
easy, says a contempomry writer, to be fought withal, but 
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not so easy to board as the English and the Netherland ships ; 
their upper decks were musket-proof, and beneath they were 
four or five feet thick, so as no bullet could pass them. Their 
masts were bound about with oakum, or pieces of fazeled ropes, 
and armed against all shot. The galleasses were goodly great 
vessels, furnished with chambers, chapels, towers, pulpits, and 
such like : they rowed like galleys, with exceeding great oars, 
each having SOO slaves, and were able to do much harm with 
their great ordnance." In place of the Marquez de Santa 
CruE, who was dead, the Duque del Medina Sidonia was 
general of this great armament ; Don Juan Martinez de 
Ricalde, admii'al.'*' 

In whatever spirit of vengeance this expedition was under- 
taken, and with whatever ambitious views on the part of 
Philip, it cannot be doubted but tliat he believed himself 
to be engaged in a religious war, and that a great proportion 
of the army embarkc 1 with aa full a persuasion that they 
were engaging in God's service, as the tirst crusaders felt 
when they set forth for the Holy Land, The Duque of 
Medina Sidonia, in the general orders issued before his em- 
barkation, said : " First, and before all things, it is to be under- 
stood by all in this army, from the highest to the lowest, that 
the principal cause which hath moved the king his Majesty to 
undertake this voyage, hath been and is to serve God, and to 
bring back unto His Church a great many contrite souls, non' 
oppressed by the heretics, enemies to our iloly Cothotic faith. 
And for that every one may fix his eyes upon this mark, aa we 
■re bound, I do command, and much desire every one to 
enjoin those who are under his charge, that before they 
embark, they be shriven and receive the sacrament, with due 
contrition for their sins; which, if it be done, and we are 
zealous to do unto Him such great service, God will be with us. 
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conduct UH to His great glory, which is what particularly 
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and principally is intended." Strict command was given that 
no one should blaspheme or rage against God, or Our LaAy 
or any of the saints, on pain of condign punishment ; " oaths 
of less quality " were to be punished by deprivation of wine, 
or otherwise, as might seem fitting. Gaining was forbidden, 
as a provocation to this and other sins ; and all quarrels 
between any persons of what quality soever, were to be sup- 
pressed and suspended, as well by sea as by land, even though 
they were old quarrels, so long as the expedition lasted- Any 
breach of this truce and forbearance of arras was to be 
accounted as high treason, and punished with death. For 
further security, it was declared that on board the ships 
nothing should be offered to the disgrace of any man, and 
that whatever happened on board, no disgrace nor reproach 
should be imputed to any one on that account ; moreover, no 
one might wear a dagger, nor thwart any one, nor give any 
provocation. " And for that it was known that great incon- 
and olTence unto God arose from consenting that 
women, and such like, went in such armies," none 
were to be embarked ; if any person sought to carry them, the 
captains and masters of the ships were ordered not to consent 
thereto ; whosoever did thus, or dissembled therewith, was to 
be grievously punished. Every ship's company was to girc 
the good-morrow at day-break, by the main-mast, according 
to custom ; and at evening, the Ave Maria, and some days the 
Sali'e lUgiiia, or, at least on Saturdays, with a litany. A litany 
had been composed for the occasion, in which all archangels, 
angels, and saints were invoked to assist with their prayers 
against the English heretics and enemies of the faith. Should 
it happen because of the wind, that the word could not be 
given by the admiral, in such case the following words were 
appointed for the days of the week in order,— Jesus, the Holy 
Ghost, the Holy Trinity, Santiago, the Angels, All Saints, 
Our Lady. No men ever set forth upon a bad c»u8e with 
better will, nor imdcr a stronger <lpliision of perverted &ith. 
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k As needful preparations for action, the gunners were in- 
nicted to luve half-butts, Riled with water and vinegar * as 
usual, " with bonnets, old sails, and wet mantles, to defend 
fire " ; and to have shot made in good quantity, and powder 
and match "ready, by weight, measure, and length" ; and all 
soldiers to have " their room clean and unpestered of chests " ; 
"and for that the mariners must resort unto their work, tackle, 
and navigation," their lodgings were to be on the upper works 
of the poop and forecastle, othenvise the soldiers would 
trouble them on the voyage. "The artillery," said the in- 
structions, "must stand in very good order, and reparled 
among the gunners, being all charged with their balls ; and 
nigh unto every piece bis locker, wherein to put his shot and 
necessaries ; and to have great tare to the cartridges of every 
piece, for not changing, and not taking fire ; and that the 
l.tdles and sponges be ready at hand. Every ship shall carry 
two boats-lading of stones, to throw to profit, in the time of 
Rght, on the deck, forecastle, or tops, according to his burden ; 
and shall carry two half-pipes, to fill them with water in the 
day of battle, and repart them among the ordnance, or other 
places as shall be thought necessary, and nigh unto them old 
clothes and coverings, which, with wetting, may destroy any 
kind of fire." The wildfire was to be entrusted only to those who 
understood well how to use it, " otherwise it might happen to 
great danger ". That there might be no excuse for neglecting 
these orders on pretence of ignorance concerning them, they 
were to be publicly read, thrice a week, in every ship, by tlie 



Meantime Elizabeth and her wakeful ministers were well 
e of the danger, and seeing it in its whole extent, they 
1 to meet it with right English spirit. The lord lieu- 
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tenants of the several counties were required, ty drcuUr 
letters from the queen, to "call together the best sort of 
geutlemen under their lieutenancy, and to declare unto them 
these great preparations and arrogant threatenings, now burst 
forth in action upon the seas, wherein every man's particular 
state, in the highest degree, could be touched in respect of 
country, libeity, wives, children, lands, lives, and (which was 
specially to be regarded) the profession of the true and sincere 
religion of Christ. And to lay before them the infinite and un- 
speakable miseries that would fall out upon any such change, 
which miseries were evidently seen by the fruits of that hard 
and cruel government holden in countries not far distant. We 
do look," said the queen, " that the most part of them should 
have, upon this instant extraordinary occasion, a larger pro- 
portion of furniture, both for horsemen and footmen, but 
especially horsemen, than hath been certified ; thereby to be 
in their best strength against any attempt, or to be employed 
about our own person, or otherwise. Hereunto as we doubt 
not but by your good endeavours they will be the rather con- 
formable, so also we assure ourselves, that Almighty God will 
so bless these their loyal hearts borne towards us, their loving 
sovereign, and their natural country, that all the attempts of 
any enemy whatsoever shall be made void and frustrate, to 
their confusion, your comfort, and to God's high glory." • 
Letters also were addressed by the council to the nobility, 
because, in the directions given of late years for mustering, 
arming, and training all persons, there had been no special 
ones to the nobles, her Majesty having "certainly supposed 
that it was the natural disposition of the nobility, without 
direction, to be armed, both for themselves and for fumiturv 
of horsemen and footmen, according to their ability. TTie 
council, therefore, having a more certain knowledge than by 
common report, of what preparations were mode beyond the 



• Slrype, A pp. L. 



i 



LORD HOWARD OF EFFINGHAM 63 

teas, very likely for the offence of this renlni, required each 
lord, to whom this communication was nddresscd, to receive it 
35 one whom her Majesty trusted, and as an argument of 
ipecift] love. And in regard thereof." the letter proceeds, 
" we do not doubt but that your lordship, with nil the speed 
you can possible, will be furnished with armour and weapon 
meet for your calling ; and of your servants and able tenant* 
that ore not already enrolled in the general musters of the 
country as special trained peraons, to make as many horsemen 
as you can, both for lances and light horsemen. And for the 
more increase of horsemen, for want of sufficient number of 
great horse or geldings, we think your lordship may do well 
to increase your number, if you shall provide able men with 
petronels upon horses of smaller stature." * 

A contemporary relateSj that " all the nolilemen in the 
realm, from east to west, from north to south, excepting such 
only as could not be absent from their charge in the country, 
and some few that were not able to make forces according to 
their desire, came to the queen, bringing with them, according 
to their degrees, and to the uttermost of their power, goodly 
bands of horsemsn, both lances, light horsemen, and such 
other as are termed carbines or argelatiers, lodging their banda 
round about London, and maintaining them in pay at their 
own charges. And of these noblemen, many showed the 
bands of their horsemen before the queen, in the fields afore 
her ovni gate, to the great marvel of men ; for that the 
number of them was so great, and so well armed and horsed, 
that, knowing they were no parcel of the horsemen limited 
in every country, it was thought there had not been so many 
(pare horses of such valour in the whole realm, except the 
north part towards Scotland, whose forces consist chiefly of 
horse." Tlie first who presented himself and his retainers to 
the queen was a Roman Catholic peer, the Viscount Moun- 

* Strype, iii., pan ii.. up, 13, 14. 
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tague, who &t this time professed his resolution, " though he 
was very sickly, and in age, to live and die in defence of the 
queen and of his country, against all invadei-s, whether it were 
pope, king, or potentate whatsoever; and in that quarrel to 
hazard his life, his children, his lands, and goods. And to 
show his mind agreeably thereto, he came personally himself 
before the queen with his band of horsemen, being almost 300, 
the same being led by his own sons ; and witli them a young 
child, very comely, seated on horseliiick, being the heir of his 
house, that is, the eldest son to his son and heir : a matter 
much noted of many, to see a grandfather, father and son at 
one time on horseback, afore a queen, for her service." * 

The clergy also were called upon by the primate. Arch- 
bishop Whitgifl. "Being members," he said, "of one and 
the self-same commonweal, and embarked in the like common 
danger with others, if not more, in respect of our calling and 
public profession of religion, whereby we are also bound to go 
before others, as wet) in word as good example ; we are, 
therefore, to remember, and advisedly to weigh with our- 
selves what dutiful forwardness against these extraordinaiy 
imminent dangers, of very congruence, is expected at oor 
hands for the defence of our gracious sovereign, ourselves, our 
families, and country. And, beside the very good expecta- 
tion of the best, the stirring up of those which otherwise arc 
but slow to further such service, and the discoiu^iug of the 
common enemy, our willing readiness lierein will be a good 
means also to stop the mouths of such as do think those 
temporal blessings, which God hath in mercy bestowed upon 
us, to be too much ; and, therefore, spare not in grudging 
manner to say that themselves are forced, to their great 
charges, to fight for us, while we live quietly at home, without 
providing any munition in these public perils." He required 
<, therefore, as the letter of the council required 
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him, "eflcctually to deal with those of their cathedral churches, 
and other beneficed men in tlieir dioceses, but especially such 
as were of better ability, for the furnishing of themselves with 
Unces, light horses, petronels on horseback, muskets, calivets, 
pikes, halberds, bills, or bows and arrows, as in regard of their 
several abilities might be thought most convenient : and be 
desired them, by all good persuasions, to move such ecclesias- 
tical persons to be ready with all free and voluntary provision 
of man, horse, and furniture. This present necessary service," 
he said, " being no great charge, and so expedient for every 
one to have m readiness, for the defence of his own person, 
house, and family, upon any sudden occasion." * 

The appeal from such a queen to such a nation was an- 
swered with just and enthusiastic loyalty. The city of London 
set an example worthy of London, such as the metropolis then 
was. When its aid was asked, the Lord Mayor requested that 
the council would state what would be deemed requisite. Ac- 
cordingly, 50D0 men and fifteen ships were required. The 
Lord Mayor asked two days for deliberation, and then, in the 
name of the city, prayed that the queen would accept of 
twice those numbers. Six thousand were immediately trained 
and regimented, being armed with muskets, pikes, calivers, 
and bills ; the other 4000 were armed and put in readinesSj 
and 10,000 more were reported as able men. The arUllery 
company, which had originated about three years before, 
proved singularly useful now. At that time, " certain gallant, 
active, and forward citizens," says the old historian of London, 
"having had experience, both abroad and at home, voluntarily 
exercised themselves and trained others, for the ready use of 
war ; so that there were almost .SOO merchants, and others of 
the like quality, very sufficient and skilful to train and teach 
conunon soldiers the managing of their pieces, pikes, and 
baibenls, and to march, countermarch, and ring. Theae 

•Stiype'B Whilgi/t, book iii,, App. No. 38, 
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merchants met every Tuesday to practise aJI points of wtt 
Every miiii by turn bore orderly office, from the corporal to 
the captain. Some of them hsd now churge of men in the 
great camp, and were generally called captains of the artiUeijr 
garden." Most eri'oiieousiy had Cardinal Allen, and the King 
of Spain, and the I'ope judged, when they thought that 
Elizabeth and the English nation were to be intimidated by a 
display of overpowering force, and denunciations " thai the 
realm should be invaded and conquered, that the queen 
should be destroyed, and all the nobility and men of reputatinu, 
of honour, and wealth, who should obey her, and defend her, 
and would withstand the invasion, should, with all their 
families, be rooted out, and their places, their honours, their 
houses, and their lands bestowed upon the conquerors I " For 
'' these things were universally so odiously taken, that tlie 
hearts of all sorts of people were inflamed, — some with ire, 
some with fear ; but all sorts, almost without exception, re- 
solved to venture their lives for the withstanding of all 
manner of conquest". The people, firmly devoted-as they 
were to their mugniuiimous and excellent queen, were, by such 
insolent threats, " thoroughly irritated," says a contemporary, 
" to stir up their whole forces for their defence against such 
prognosticated conquests : so that, in a very short time, all 
her whole realm,. and every corner, were furnished with armed 
men, on horseback and on foot ; and those continually trained) 
exercised, and put into l>ands, in warlike manner, as in no 
age ever was before in this realm. Tliere was no s|>aring of 
money to provide horse, armour, weapons, powder, and all 
necessaries ; no, nor want of provision of pioneers, carriages, 
and victuals, in every county of the realm, without exception, 
to attend upon the armies. And to this general furniture 
every man voluntarily offered, ver)- many their services person- 
ally without wages, others money for armour and weapons, 
to wage soldiers ; a matter strange, and never the like heard 
of in this realm or elsewhere. And this general reason 
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all men to large contributions, that when u conquest was tn 
be witiisttxKi wherein all should be lust, it was no time to 
spare a portion." * 

There were some who advised the queen to place no reli- 
ance upon nny means of maritime defence, but to expect the 
enemy's coming, and " welcome him with a land battle," fts 
her father had resolved to do when he was threatened with 
invasion by a superior fleet ; and as was intended in the time 
(if the French Armada, in Richard II. 's reign. But Elizabeth, 
though her reliance was not upon any human strength, knew 
the worth of her seamen, and omitted none of those means 
of defence with which God and nature had provided her. 
The command of the whole fleet she gave to Charles, Lord 
Howard of Effingham, who had been appointed lord high 
admiral three years before, on the death of the Earl of Lin- 
coln, Edward Clinton. + That office "seemed to have become 
almost hereditary in the Howard family. Tlie queen had a 
great persuasion of his fortunate conduct, and knew him to be 
of a moderate and noble courage, skilful in sea matters, waiy 
and provident, valiant and courageous, industrious and active, 
and of great authority and esteem among the sailors." Him 
she sent early in the year to the western coast with the main 
body of the fleet ; Drake, who was her vice-admiral, joined 
him here, and Hawkins and Frobiuher (great names in naval 
historv) were in this division. Lord Henry Seymour, second 



• Copy of a Inter sent out of England (Harl, Muse., 8vo ed., vol. ii., 
63, 64}. The editor dC this collection mu5l have ca.sl a careless eye over 
thli letter, 01 he would not have supposed that it had really been written 
by a Fapiit in the Spanish inleresl. 

" One stiange speech," says the writer, '■ that I heard spoken, may be 
marvdlcd at. but it was avowed lo me for a truth, that one gentleman in 
Kent had a band of 150 footmen which were worth in goods above 150,000/. 
ftoling, besides their lands. Such men would fight stoutly before they 
would lose their goods" (p. 65). 
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son of the Duke of Somerset, was orilered to lie off" the coail 
of Flanders with forty ships, Dutch and English ; hlodutde 
the enemy's ports there ; and prevent the Prince of Pamui 
from forming a junction with the Armada from Spain. Ten yean 
before this time the royal navy consisted of no more than twenty- 
four ahipsof all sizes, the largest being of 1000 tons, the smaller 
under 60 ; all the ships throughout En^jlajid of 100 tons and 
upwards were but 135, and all under 100 and above 40 tons 
were 656.* But if the ten years which had elapsed bad done 
little toward the augmentation of the royal navy, it had added 
more than any preceding century to the maritime strength 
of the country in that race of sailors which had been trained 
up in adventurous expeditions to the new world. The whole 
number of ships collected for the defence of the country cm 
this great occasion was 191, the number of seamen 17,*7S, 
the amount of tonnage 3I,9S5, Eighteen of these ships were 
volunteers. There was one ship in the fleet (the Triumph) 
of 1 100 tons, one of lOOO, one of 900, two of 800 each, three 
of 600, and five of 500, five of 400, six of 300, six of 350, 
twenty of 200: all the rest were smaller. But, In the 
Armada, though there were only three ships that exceeded in 
size the Triump/i, there were no fewer than 45 between 600 
and 1000 tons burden ; and though the English fleet out- 
numbered tlie Armada nearly by sLity sail, its tonnage 
amounted not to one-half of that of the enemy. + 

For the land defence, somewhat more that 100,000 men 
were called out, regimented and armed, but only half of them 
were trained. Of these the cavalry, with the pioneers, 
amounted to 14,000. Tliis was exclusive of the force upon 
the borders, and of the Yorkshire force, which was reserved 
for service northward. Twenty thousand men were disposed 
dotig tlie southern coast ; an army of 45,000 was collected 

• Campbell, i., 334. 
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aaJer the Earl of Ilunsdon to guard the (jiieen's person, who, 
111 case of the invaders' success, if she escaped trom that 
rnaltgn&Dt treason which had so often threatened her life, was 
to have been placed at the Pope's disposal. The band of 
pensioners was attached to this army. Another was formed 
at Tilbur)' under Leicester: it consisted of 1000 horse, and 
32,000 foot ; and 2000 troops were requested and obtained 
from Holland to act with this force, which was specially 
intended to engage the Prince of Parma, it being understood 
that London was tjie point for which he would immediately 
aim. " The Hollanders," says Stowe, " came roundly in, with 
threescore sail, brave ships of war, lierce and full of spleen, 
not so much for England's aid, as in just occasion for their 
<nrn defence ; these men foreseeing the greatness of the 
danger that might ensue, if the Spaniards should chance to 
win the day, and get the mastery over them ; in due regard 
whereof their manly courage was inferior to none." Both 
lides of the rWer were fortified nnder the direction of Federico 
Giambelli, an Italian deserter fi-om the Spanish service, who 
invented the famous fire-ships, or rather 6oating mines, 
employed against the Prince of Parma over the Scheldt at 
the siege of Antwerp. Gravesend was fortified, and western 
barges brought thither with the twofold intent of constructing 
a bridge like that of Antwerp, for blocking the river, and 
aiTording a passage for horse anil foot between Kent and 
Esses, as occasion might require. Arthur, Lord Grey of 
Wilton, Si^ Francis Knolles, Sir John Norris, Sir RichanI 
BinghaiQ, and Sir Roger Willinras were appointed, as ex- 
perienced soldiers, to consult upon the best means of defence. 
They advised that the most convenient landing-places for the 
enemy, whether coming from Spain, or from the Low Countries, 
should be well manned and fortified, " namely, M ilford Haven, 
Falmouth, Plymouth, Portland, the Isle of Wight, Ports- 
moatfa, that open coast of Kent which we call the Downs, 
s mouth, Harwich, Yarmouth, Hull. And that the 
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trained bands all along tiie maritime counties should meet in 
arms upon a signal given, to defend the said ])arts, and do 
their best to prohibit the enemy's landing. And if the enemy 
did landj to lay all the country waste round about, and spoil 
all things that might be of any use to tliem ; that so they 
might find no food but what they brought with them on their 
shoulders ; and to busy the enemy night and day with con- 
tinual alarms, so as to give tliem no rest ; but not to put it to 
the hazard of a battle, till more commanders with their com- 
panies were come to them — one commniider being nominated 
in every shire," • 

The bull. Cardinal Allen's treasonable appeal to the English 
Romanists, and the opinion confidently expressed in Spain, 
that they would, as soon as Spanish aid afforded them 
opportunity, cast olF the queen's yoke, and attempt something 
memorable for her destruction,t had rendered them objects ot 
suspicion ; and there were evil counsellors who argued that 
the Spaniards abroad were not so much to be feared as the 
Papists at home ; that no invasion would be attempted were 
it not in reliance upon their co-operation ; and, therefore, that 
for the sake of public safety, the heads of this dangerous party 
ought to be taken off; alleging, as an example, that in Henry 
VIII, 's time, when, at the Pope's instigation, the emperor 
and the King of France were about to invade England, thdr 
intention was abandoned as so(m as he had put to death the 
persons whom he susj>ected of favouring it This Elixabeth 
iustly condemned as wicked counsel : on account, however, of 
the general murmurs, she thought it prudent not only to 
secure the priests and seminarists, but to commit some of the 
principal lail^' to custody, part in Wisbeach Castle, othen in 
the bishop's palace at Ely.^ This was not an indiscriminate 

" Camden, 406. t Sttypc, vol. iii,, p. 33. 
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* «ie«sure, nor can it be judged from the event to have been a 
' needless one ; for, ahur the failure of the Armada, when they 
might have been enlarged upon signing a bond, they took 
exception at a clause in it, engaging " for their good behaviour 
to the queen and the state," because, the; said, it aeemed to 
touch them in credit ; they offered a form of their own, which 
was properly suspected of some mentni reservation ; and, in 
£»ct, three of the persons who were llms committed were 
afterwards engaged in the Gunpowder Plot. 

While all human means for defence were provided by the 
queen and her wise ministers, they did not neglect to implore 
that aid without which all human means would have been un- 
availing. A form of prayer, " necessary for the present time 
and state," was set forth, and enjoined to be used on Wednes- 
days and Fridays every week, in all parisli churches. " One of 
these prayers deserves," says Strype, " to be recorded, in 
eternal memory of this imminent national danger:" it ran 
thus : " O Lord God of Hosts, most loving and merciful 
Father, we. Thy humble servants, prostrate ourselves before 
Thy Divine Majesty, most heartily beseeching Thee to grant 
unto us true repentance for our sins past ; namely, for our un- 
thankfiilness, contempt of Thy word, lack of compassion 
toward the afflicted, envy, malice, strife and contention among 
ounelves, and for all other our iniquities. I^ord, deal not 
with us as we have deserved : but of Tliy great goodness and 
mercy do away our offences ; and give us grace to confess and 
acknowledge, O Lord, with all humble and hearty thanks. 
Thy wonderful and great benefits which Thou hast bestowed 
upon this Thy Church and people of England, in giving unto 
us, without all desert on our part, not only peace and quiet- 
ness, but also in preserving our most gracious queen. Thine 
handmaid, so miraculously from so many conspiracies, perils, 
and dangers. We do instantly beseech Thee, of Tliy gracious 
goodness, to be merciful to Thy Church militant here upon 
earth ; and, as at this time, compassed about with most strong 
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Mid subtle adversaries. And, especially, O Lord, let Thine 
enemies know, and make them confess, that Thou hast re- 
ceived England {which they, most of all for Thy Gospel's 
Bake, do malign) into Thine own protection. Set, we pray 
Thee, O Lord, a wall about it, and evermore mightily defend 
it. Let it be a comfort to the afflicted, a help to the oppressed, 
a defence to Thy Church and people persecuted abroad. And, 
forasmuch as Thy cause is now in hand, we beseech Thee to 
direct and go before our armies, both by sea and land. Bless 
and prosper them, and grant unto them, O Lord, Thy good 
and honourable success and victory, as Thou didst to Abraham 
and his company against the four mighty kings ; to Josliua, 
against the 6ve kings, and against Amalek ; and to David, 
■gainst the strong and mighty-anned Goliath ; and as Thou 
usest to do to Thy children when they please Thee. We ac- 
knowledge all power, strength, and victory to come from 
Thee. Some put their trust in chariots, and some in 
horses ; but we will remember Thy name, O Lord our God ! 
Thou bringest the counsel of the heathen to nought, and 
oiakest the devices of the people to be of none effect. There 
is no king thnt can be saved by the multitude of an host ; 
neither is any mighty man delivered by much strength. 
Therefore we pray unto Thee, O Lord ! Thou art our help 
and our shield ! " * " This," says Strype, " wc may call a 
prayer of faith, in regard of the strong hopes of success to be 
granted to this kingdom professing the Gospel." And such 
is the emphatic and scriptural language in nhich the prayers 
of the Church of England have always been composed ; such 
the sober and earnest devotion which they breathe ; such the 
spirit of Christian humility in which they are conceived. 

History never impresses itself so strongly on the imagination 
as when, in great emergencies, it presents us with the hopes 
and feelings of the people in their own words. Never, indeed, 
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had F^glaiiil been threatened with un equiil danger since the 
Norman conquest ; that was a danger of which there was no 
geneml apprehension throughout the nation ; nor was it in 
itaelf so formidable; and even the evils which it brought wpon 
the Anglo-Saxon people were light in comparison with the 
horrors of a Romish persecution, and a war such as that which 
was then raging in the Netherlands, when there were no 
such defensive advantages as the Netherlanders possessed in 
their strong places and the nature of their countty. If ever 
national prayers proceeded from the heart of a nation, it was 
at this momentous crisis. One of the most passionate was 
fnmed in these words: " For Preservation and Success against 
the Spanish Navy and Forces. O Lord God, Heavenly 
Father, without whose providence nothing proceedeth, and 
without whose mercy nothing is saved ; in whose power lie 
the hearts of princes, and the end of all their actions ; have 
mercy upon Thine afflicted Church, and especially regard 
Elizabeth, our most excellent queen, to whom Thy dispersed 
flock do fly, in the anguish of their souls, and in. the nenl of 
Thy truth. Behold how the princes of the nations do band 
themselves against her, because she laboureth to purge Thy 
sanctuary, and that Thy holy Church may live in security. 
Consider, O Lord, how long Thy scri-ant hath laboured to 
them for peace, but how proudly they prepare themselves 
unto battle. Arise, therefore, maintain Thine own cause, and 
judge Thou between her and her enemies. She seekethnot 
her own honour, but TTiine ; nor the dominions of others, but 
a just defence of herself ; not the shedding of Christian blood, 
but the saving of poor afflicted souls. Come down, therefore, 
come down, and deliver Thy people by her. To vanquish is 
all one with Thee, by few or by many, by want or by wealth, 
by weakness or by strength. Oh ! possess the hearts of our 
eneinies with a fear of Thy servants. The cause is Thine, the 
enemies Thine, the afflicted Thine ; the honour, victory, and 
triumph shall be Thine. Consider, Lord, the end of our 




enterprises. Be present witli us in our armies, and tnalce 
joyfiil peace for Thy Cliristians. And now, since in this 
extreme necessity Thou hast put into the heart of Thy 
servant Deborah, to provide strength to withstand the pride 
of Sisera and his adherents, bless Thou all her forces by sea 
and land. Grant all her people one heart, one mind, and one 
itrength, to defend her person, her kingdom, and Thy tree 
religion. Give unto all her council and captains wisdom, 
wuriness and courage, that they may speedily prevent the 
devices, and valiantly withstand the forces of all our enemies ; 
that the fitme of Thy Gospel may be spread unto the ends of 
the world. We crave this in Thy mercy, O Heavenly Father, 
for the precious death of Thy dear Son, Jesus Christ 

In this faith, with these preparations, and with a national 
spirit thus roused, the queen and the English people awaited 
the coming of the enemy. It was towards the latter end of 
May + that the then called Invincible Armada sailed from the 
Tagus for Corunna, there to take on board the remainder of 
the land forces and stores. Cardinal Albert of Austria, ther 
Viceroy of Portugal, gave it his solemn blessing before it 
departed, and it set forth with all the confidence J that could 
be derived from military and naval strength, and an entire 
belief that all the saints in the Romish Litany would befiiend 
it. On the .lOth, the lord admiral and Sir Francis Drake 
sailed from Plymouth: their fleet "amounled to 100 saU, 
whereof fifteen were victuallers, and nine voluntaries of Devon- 
shire gentlemen, many a serviceable man returning back for 

• Strypc, book ii., App. No. 54.. 

t Moat of the old accounts say the igth. One which Mr. Tumei 
follows makes il the ijlh. The Dutch writeiE say the igth or 30th, and 
with this Camden agrees; but the earliest date accords with the accoOBI 
given to Drake by the hulk from S. Lucar. 

{ "With the greatest pride and glory," says Sir W. Monsey, ■' and least 
doubt of victory that ever any nation did " (p. 156). 
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Ucfc of employment or place ". The easterly wind with which 
they set forth " continued but a short time ; yet, neverthe- 
less," says Drake, "all men were so willing of service, anii none 
more than my lord admiral himself, that tve endured a great 
storm (considering the time of the year), with the wind 
suutberly and at south-west, for seven <lays ; and longer we 
had, had not the wind come westwardly, and that so much, 
as in keeping sea, we should have been put to leeward off 
Plymouth, either for Portland or Wight, which places had not 
been so meet, either for the meeting of the enemy, or reliev- 
ing ourselves of those wants which daily will be in so great 
on army of ships''. He had met with intelligence that the 
enemy were at sea, and he inferred that either they would 
veiy shortly be heard of, or else go to Curunna, and there 
" make their full rende/.vous ". " I assure your good lord- 
ship," said he in his letter to Burleigh, "and protest it before 
Gud, that I find my lord admiral so well affected for all 
honourable services in this action, as it doth assure all his 
followersof good success and hope of victory, Thus humbly 
taking my leave of your good lordship. I daily pray to God to 
bless her Majesty, and to give us grace to fear Him. So shall 
we not need to doubt the enemy, although they be many. 
From aboard her Majesty's good ship the lierevgc, riding in 
Plymouth Sound, this fith of June, 158S. Your good lord- 
ship's very ready to be commanded, Francis Drake." This «as 
the first despatch relating to the operations of this great 

'iTie storm which the English encountered dismasted some 
of the enemy's ships, dispersed others, and occasioned the loss 
of four Portuguese galleys. One sunk ; a Welshman, David 
Gwynne * by name, who had been a galley-slave among these 
merciless people eleven years, took the opportunity of regain 

•Hakluyl.596. Speed, 859. Bor, 321,322. In the bliet author the 
detail! are given. 
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ing his liberty, and made himself master of another, captured 
one galley with it, was joined by a thinl, in wliich the alave* 
were encouraged to rise by his example, and carried the three 
into a French port The Armada, after this ominous com- 
mencement of the voyage, put back lo G^runna; the lord 
admiral having received intelligence that it waa broken in the 
storm, concluded rightly that its " stomi-shaken " ships would 
return thither, and he set sail with the first fair wind, hoping 
to attack them in the harbour. But when he was not far 
from the coast of Spain, the wind came suddenly about into 
the south ; and he, lest they should effect their passage with 
that wind, unperceived, returned to the entrance of the 
channel. "Z myself," he wrote, "do lie in the midst of the 
channel, witli the greatest force ; Sir Francis Drake hath 
twenty ships, and four or 6vc pinnaces, which lie towards 
Ushant ; and Mr. Hawkins, with as many more, lieth towards 
Scilly. Thus we are fain to do, or else with this wind they 
might pass us by, and we never the wiser. The SUcve is 
another manner of thing than it was t-iken for : we find it by 
experience and daily observation to be 100 miles over: a 
large room for me to look unto ! " • Yet the delay of the 
enemy, and the report of what they had suffered, not trota 
the storm alone, but also from sickness, deceived both the 
admiral and the Government; the ships withdrew, some to 
the coast of Ireland, the admiral, with the greater part of the 
fleet, to Plymouth, where the men were allowed to come 
ashore. Many of them were discharged, + and the officers 
amused themselves with revels, dancing, bowling, and making 
merry. The queen was verily persuaded that the invasion 
was not to be looked for this year ; and in that rash confi- 
dence the secretary Walsingham wrote to the admiral to send 
back four of the tallest ships royal, as if the war for that 
season were surely at an end. Happily for England, and 

* Turnei, 675, n. f Monson, 137. 
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most liooourably for himself, the Lon! P-tfiiighuiii, though he 
had relaxed his vigilnncej saw how perilous it was to net as if 
all were safe. He humbly entreated that nothing might be 
lightly credited in so weighty a matter, and that he might 
retain these ships, though it should be at his okti cost. This 
was no empty show of disinterested zeal ; for if the service of 
those ships bad not been called for, there can be little doubt, 
that in the rigid parsimony of Elizabeth's Government, he 
would have been called upon to pay the costs.* 

Meantime tlie Armada, having completely refitted, sailed 
from Corunna on the ISth of July. The Dutjue de Medina 
Sidoniat had been ordered to keep niong the coasts of 
Bretagne and Normandy ; and if he met with the English 
fleet, to keep on the defensive, and Hvoid an actitm ; and to 
repair to the road of Calais, there to wait for the Prince of 
Panca : when their junction should have been affected, he 
was then to open the sealed instructions, which were directed 
to botti. But as the news of the damage which he had sus- 
tained misled the English Government, so did the information 
which he received that the English were off their guard in- 
duce him to depart from his orders ; "yet this was not done 
without some difficulty, for the council was divided in opinion ; 
some held it best to observe the king's commands, others not 
to lose the opportunity of surprising our fleet in harbour, and 
Uiroing and destroying it". This course was strongly advised 
by Diego Flores de Valdez, on whom the duke most relied, 
because of his eitperieoce ; and with that determination they 
■leered their course for England. The first land with which 
they fell in was the Lizard .- they mistook it for the Ram's- 
head ; and "night being at hand, they tacked off to sea, making 

* " A man emplaycd lather for his birth than experience ; lor bo many 
dukes, maiquiseai and earts voluntarily going, would have repineiJ to 
have been commanded by a man of less quality than themselves " 
(Monson). 

t Camden, 410. 




accouDt in the morning to attempt the ships in Plymouth".* 
One TlioiuHS Fleming, a lucky pirate, had got sight of theni 
off the LtzanI, and hastened to Plymouth with the intcihgence; 
— it was of such importance, that he obtained his pardon fbr 
it, and a pension during life. It had been little looked for,'- 
and the wind at that time "blew stiffly into the harbour". 
All hands were got on board with all speed ; the ships were 
warped out with great difficulty, "but indeed with singular 
tliligence and industry, and with admirable alacrity of the 
seainen, whom the lord admiral encouraged at their baUer- 
work, towing at a cable with his own hands. " I dare boldly 
sayj" says Fuller, " that he drew more, though not by his 
person, by his presence and example, than any ten in the 
place." He got out himself thnt night, with only six ships; 
sone four and twenty came out ou the morrow, and with these, 
though they were some of the smallest of the fleet, he stood 
out to meet the enemy, resolving to impede their progress at 
all hazards. 

The next day the Armada was seen, "with lofty tuireti 
like castles, in front like a half-moon ; the wings thereof 
spreading out about the length of seven miles, sailing very 
slowly, though with full sails, the winds," says Camden, 
" being as it were weary with wafting them, and the ocean 
groaning under their weight ". The intent of surprising the 
fleet in harbour being frustrated, they passed Plymouth, the 
English willingly suffering them to pass, that they might chose 

* Monson. In a discourse of Sir Robert Slingsby's it is said: " Had il 
not been for the English privateer Fleming. Valdei's counsel to bum 
our fleet as they lay in harbour without men had taken effect. The 
Spaniards' ignorance in sea affairs taking the Liiard for the Ram's-head, 
and tacking off that night. lost their opportunity of deBlroying our fle«t 
in Plymouth Sound. And although King Philip's counsel for his fleet to 
sail along the coast of France was great and good, yet being to be put in 
practice by gentlEmcn ignorant in eea affairs, and preferred only for theit 
birtb, il lost the effect it might have had, and totally overthrew alt tbeir 
design " (Chamock, Preface, Ixxvi.}. 




them in the rear, with s foreright wiiid. And on the morrow, 
the lord admiral sending tlic Defiance pinnace forward, de- 
iioiinced war* by discharging her ordnance, and presently his 
own ship, the Ark Royal, thundered thick and furiously upon 
what he supposed to be the general's ship, but it proved to 
be the vice-udmiral's, Alonso de Leyva's. Soon after, Drake, 
Hawkins, and Frobisher played stoutly with their ordnance 
upon the rear of the enemy, where llicalde, the admiral, com- 
manded ; that officer endeavoured to prevent his ships from 
flying to tlie main fleet, till his own ship was rendered nearly 
unserviceable, and he was then fain, "with much ado," to 
hasten thither himself. " The duque then gathered together 
his fleet, which was scattered this way and that way, and 
hoisting more sail, held on his course with what speed he 
cauld. Neither could he do any other, seeing both the wind 
tavoured the English, and their ships would turn about with 
incredible celerity which way soever they pleased to charge, 
wind, and tack about again." The Spaniards then felt a 
cause of weakness in their excess of strength, "their great 
ships being powerful to defend but not to offend, to stand but 
not to move, and tliereforc far unfit fur figlit in those narrow 
seas ; their enemies nimble, and ready at all sides to annoy 
them, and as apt to escape harm themselves, by being low 
built, and easily shot over. Therefore they gathered them- 
selves close in form of a half-moon, and slackened sail, that 
their whole fieet might keep together. After a smart fight, 
in which he had injured the enemy much, and suffered little 
or no hurt himself, I^>rd EfEngham gave over the action, be- 
cause forty of his ships were not yet come up, having scarcely 
indeed got out of the haven." + 

During the night, the Si. Calnliiia, which had suffered 

'■'Fite, smoke, and echoing cannons," says Speed, "began the 
pu}ty; and bullets, most fieely interchanged liclween them, were mes- 
tengcrs of each other's mind." 

t Haklu^t, 595. Speed, 860. Camden, 411. 
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greatly, was taken into the inidst of the fleet to be repaired; 
and Oquendo's ship (of 800 tons) was set on fire (it is said) 
by a Flemish gunner, whose wife Iiad been abused and him- 
self outraged by the commanding officer of the troops on 
board. It was part of their general orders, tliat if any ship 
took fire, those that were near were to make from her, send- 
ing, however, their boats to succour her ; this was so well 
observed that no other ship was injured, and the fire wm ^ 
quenched, tliough not before the upper works were consumed; 
but more diligence than humanity was shown in this, for after 
taking out whatever was of value that could be saved, wboi 
they abandoned the hulk they left in it some fifty of their 
countiymen, "miserably hurt". That night, also, in the con- 
fusion which this fire occasioned, Valdez's galleon ran foul of 
another ship, broke her foremast^ and w-as letl behind, and 
none coming to her assistance, " the sea being tempestuous 
and the night dark," the lord admiral supposed that the men 
had been taken out. and without tarrying to take possession 
of the prize, passed on with the Bear and the Mniy WtAf, 
that he might not lose sight of the enemy in the darkness. 
He thought that he was folluwing Drake's ship, which ought 
to have carried the lantern that night ; it proved to be a 
Spanish light, and in the morning he found himself in the 
midst of the enemy's fleet, " but when he perceived it, he 
cleanly conveyed himself out of that great danger". In the 
eagerness of hope Drake had forgotten or disregarded his 
orders, and engaged in close pursuit of five great ships, which 
he supposed to be enemies, but which, when he came up with 
them, proved to be Elasterlings, holding their course by these 
contending fleets, and protected by them from all danger of 
pirates. But the whole of the English ships, except the two 
which followed the admiral into so perilous a situation, lay to 
during the night, because the lantern was not to be seen, 
nor did they recover sight of the admiral till the following 
evening. Diitkt- himself had the good fortune to fall in with 
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Valdes, who, after some parley, surrendered, seeing that rc- 
sUUnce must have been vain. The prize whs sent into Ply- 
mouth ; antl Drake's men paid themselves well with the spoil 

the ship, wherein were 55,000 ducats in gold, which they 
'durcd merrily among them. The hulk of the galleon was 
also carried into Weymouth, to the great joy of the beholders; 
though the upper works had been consumed, and most of the 
crew bnmed, The gunpowder in the hold had not taken fire, 
"to the great admiration of all men".* 

On Tuesday, the 23rd, the Spaniards were off Portland, and 
the wind came about into the north, bo that they " had a 
fortunate and fit gale for invading the English". But the 
English, " agile and foreseeing all hanns, recovered the 
vantage of the wind ". After they had for some time 
maniEui-red for this object, they prepared on both sides for 
action, the Spaniards " seeming more Incensed to fight than 
before. And light they did, confusedly, and with variable 
fortune ; for on tJie one side the English manfully rescued 
some London ships that were hemmed in by the Spaniards, 
and on the other the Spaniards as stoutly rescued their 
admiral, Ricalde, when he was in danger." " On this day was 
the sorest fight, yet with no memorable loss on either side." 
A great Venetian ship and some smaller ones were surprised 
and taken by the Fjigllsh. On their part Captain Cock died 
with honour in the midst of the enemies, in a smaU ship of 
his own. Though this was the most furious and bloody 
skirmish of all. the loss was little, because the English, having 
given their broadsides, presently stoo<l off*, never exposing 
themselves in close action, but satisfied with levelling their 
guns with sure aim against those great ships, " which were 
heavy and altogether unwieldy. Neither did the lord admiral 
think good to adventure grappling with them, as some unad- 
Tisedly persuaded him. For the enemy had a strong army in 



" Hakluyt, 597, 598. Speed, 8O0. Camden, 412 
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his fleet, but he had none : their ships were of bi^er 
barden, stronger and higher built, so as their men fighting 
from those lofty hatches must inevitably destroy those who 
should charge them from beneath. And he knew that an 
overthrow would endamage him much more than a victory 
would advantage him. For if he were vanquished he should 
very much endanger all England ; and if he conquered he 
should only gain a little honour for beating the enemy." On 
the other hand the Spaniards were not less wary: they 
" gathered themselves close into a roundel, their best sad 
greatest ships without, securing the smaller and those which 
had suffered most " ; so that it was apparent that they meant 
as much as possible to avoid fighting, and hold on to the place 
appointed for their junction with the Prince of Parma.* 

There was no wind stirring on the morrow, and only the 
four great grtlleaases were engaged, these having much ad- 
vantage, by reason of their oars, while the English were 
becalmed ; the English, however, galled the enemy with 
chain-shot, therewith cutting asunder their tacklings and 
cordage. But they were now constrained to send ashore for 
gunpowder, the want of which ministered displeasure, it is 
said, if not suspicion to many, that a scarcity should thus be 
felt on our own coast. Those persons did not reflect how 
freely it had been expended during the three preceding days. 
The same day a council of war was held, and it was resolved 
that the fleet should be divided into four squadrons under the 
command of the four " most skilful navigators, whereof the 
lord admiral in the Ark Ror/al was chief, Drake in the Revenge 
led the second, Hawkins the third, and Frobisher the fourth. 
Out of eveiy squadron, also, small vessels were appointed to 
give the onset and attack the enemy on all sides simnl' 
taneously in the dead of the night." This design took no 
effect for wont of wind. The Spaniards, meantime, " observed 

* Hakluyt, sgS. Rpeed, 86a, Camden, 4II. 




I diligent wid good order, sailing three and four, nnti 

metimes more, in & rank, and following close up one after 

another, and the stronger and grt-'iiter ships protecting the 

lesser ". The morrow was Santiago's day, and the Spaninrds 

not improbably ivere animated by the hope that their patron 

saint might exert himself a.s visibly that day on their behalf 

as they had been taught to believe he had so often done 

against the Moors. The iSV. Amia not being able to keep up 

H<irith the rest was set upon by some small ships : three gal- 

^^ksses came to her rescue ; against these the lord admiral 

Hfcnself advanced, and Lord Thomas Howard in the Golden 

^^TJor: their ships being towed, because of the calm, they plied 

their guns with such effect that the galleon was not brought 

off without much difficulty, and from that time no galleasses 

_- voiild venture to engage. By this time they were off the 

BMc of Wight ; and according to the Spaniards, the English, 

^Btcouraged as it seems by success in the last encounter, 

■tittered the Spanish admiral (then in the rear of his fleet) 

with their great ordnance, approached closer than they bad 

before done, and shot away his mainmast; but other ships came 

to his assistance, beat them off, and set upon the English 

admiral, who escaped only by favour of the wind which sprung 

np when he most needed it." The English relate that they 

(hot away the lantern from one of the enemy's ships, and the 

beak'head from a second, and did much hurt to a third, and 

that Frobisher extricated himself with great ability from a 

situation of great danger. The lord admiral knighted the 

Lord Thomas Howard, Lord Sheffield, Roger Toivnsend, 

Hawkins and Frobisher for their behaviour on that day. Both 

parties appear to have demeaned themselves gallantly, and 

both to have been rendered more cautious. The Spaniards 

say that from that time they gave over what they call the 

punuit of their enemy; and they despatched a fresh messenger 




Camden, 413. Turn 
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to the Prince of Purina, ui^ing him to efTect bis jutiction with 
them as soon as possible, and withal to send theni some great 
shot, for they had expended theirs with more prodigality than 
effect Without knowing of this intention on ihoir pari, the 
English also came to a resolution that they would make no 
further attack upon the Spaniards, till they should arrive in 
the Straits of Calais, where they should be joined by Lord 
Henry Seymour and Sir William Winter, with their squad- 
rons.* 

That same day the lord admiral ri 
from Havre that no attempt i 
ninde by the Guises, which ther 
prehend. His own force now w 
ships and raen, resorting to him" 



ived welcome assurances 

aid of the enemy would be 

had been reason to ap- 

s continually increased hj 

"out of all havens of the 

>lt 



yilm ; for the gentlemen of England hired ships from 
parts at their own charge, and with one accord came flocking 
thither as to a set field, where glory was to be attained and 
faithful service performed unto their prince and their country". 
Among the volunteers who thus came out were the Earls of 
Oxford, Northumberland, and Cumberland, with many others, 
whose names are conspicuous in Elizabeth's famous reign, the 
most illustrious of them being Walter Raleigh. So with a 
clear sky and a fair south-west wind the Armada held on its 
course, closely followed by the English fleet. On the evening 
of the 27th the Spaniards came to anchor before Calais just at 
sunset r their intention had been to hold on for Dunkirk in 
expectation of being joined there by the prince ; but they 
were told by the pilots that if they proceeded any further 
they would be in danger of being caiTied by force of the tide 
into the northern sea. The English, also, anchored here, and 
within cannon shot. Seymour and Winter had joined with 
their squadrons. " And now were there in the EngUsh fleet 
140 sail, all of tliem ships fit for fight, good sailors, oinible and 
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Ight for tacking about wliioli way they would." Hitherto the 
r brunt hod been borne by not more tliuii fifteen of 

e conferences at Ostend had continued up to this time ; 
when the firing was heard at sea " all dissembling was laid 
The Prince of Parma has been accused of more dis- 
mulation than was consistent with his honourable character, 
F having solemnly assured the English commissioners that 
the Armada was not intended against England, if the terms 
fur which they were treating should be agreed on. There 
seems to have been no duphclty in this, because in that case 
it would immediately have been directed against the united 
provinces. Honourable dealing, however, was ao little 
practised, or so little understood, in those times, that these 
commissioners thought themselves in danger, because no 
hostages had been taken for their safety ; and when they 
obtained a passport and a convoy to the frontiers, "they gave 
great thanks to the Spanish commissioners, and much com- 
mended the prince's honourable disposition in that he had so 
justly kept his w^rd with them".* That prince, as soon 
as he was assured that the Armada was on its way, had 
made over his command in the Netherlands to the old Lord 
of Mausfelt ; and In that same spirit of Romish devotion, in 
which the expedition was set forth, went in pilgrimage to our 
Lady of Halle, the most noted idol in those countries, that 
he might obtain her patronage and protection in this great 
attempt at the conquest of England. Returning from thence 
he repaired to Dunkirk, where he was to embiirk : there he 
heard the firing on the coast, found that Stanley's regiment 
of deserters was the only one which had embarked, and that 
the other troops were as little willing to go on board the ships 
as Ihc ships themselves were likely to get out of the har- 
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It liail been concerted with the StAtes, thst a squadron of 
about thirty ships, under Cornelius Lotike van Rosendael, 
should unite with Seymour's squadron, and take its station 
between Dover and Calais. It had sailed with this iiitentiou, 
but a storm had compelled it to put back to Zeeland ; and 
some of the English, too prone to put a sinister interpretation 
upon all the actions of tlieir allies, complained of this, as 
if there had been an intentional breach of faith. But the 
squadron performed better service than if the original plan 
bad been carried into effect ; for, when the weather allowed 
of its again coming forth, it joined the Admiral of Zeeland, 
Justinus van Nassau, and the Vice-Adminil of Holland, Jonker 
Pieter van der Does, who had with them about five and thirty 
sail of fi-om 80 to 250 tons ; 1200 soldiers were on board, 
(elected from all the regiments in the service of the Stales, as 
good soldiers, accustomed to sea-service ; and with part of 
this fleet they watched every creek and haven in Flanders, 
and with the remainder blockaded Dunkirk.'* In vain did 
the Duke of Medina Sidonia despatch messenger after mes- 
senger to the prince, urging him to send forty light vessels 
for the immediate protection of the Annada, cumbered as it 
was by the unwieldy strength of its own ships, and entreating 
him to put to sea ivith his army, that tliey might proceed to- 
getlier to the Thames. His flat-bottomed boats were leaky ; 
his provisions were not ready ; his men were not willing : the 
sailors had been brotiglit together by compulsion, and were 
deserting as fast as they could from what they knew to be ft 
desperate service : the galleys which might have cleared the 
way for him (if it could have been cleared) had been lost on 
the voyage ; and the great general of his age knew that if he 
attempted to sail from Dunkirk ii] the face of the Dutch fleet 
it would be wilfully exposing himself and his army to Imminent 
and certain destniction.t Yet, unless some effort were mad^ 
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mighty preiuii»tions would be frustrated, and Spain 
nufTer a loss of reputation not to be repaired ; and he 
promised, if wind and tide permitted, to join them within 
three days.* 

Fair as the hopes of the English were at this time, and 
admirable as their conduct had been from the hour that the 
Annada cnme in sight, it has been justly observed t that the 
Spanish duke had thus far conducted his great expedition with 
as little evil and annoyance as could have been reasonably 
expected. The danger to England was still undiminished. 
The Armada had arrived unbroken at the point intended for 
its junction with the force from Flanders ; it still appeared 
invincible to all except the English and the Dutch, and except 
those also who, in the confidence of its invincibility, had em- 
barked in it While it lay off Calais, in this anxious interval 
of expectation, " Flemings. Walloons, and French came thick 
and threefold to behold it, admiring the exceeding greatness 
of the ships and their warlike order. The greatest kept the 
outside next the enemy, like strong castles, fearing no assault; 
the lesser placed in the middle ward."J At this time the 
English might regret the loss of Calais ; but never were the 
councils of England more wisely directed. The Spanish ships, 
" as castles pitched in the sea, had their bulks so planked 
with great beams, th.it bullets might strike and stick, but never 
pass through, so that little availed the English cannon, except 
only in playing on their masts and tackling". In this respect 
they seemed as invulnerable as the floating batteries employed 
■gainst Gibraltar. And their height wius such, that our 
bravest searaen were against any attempt at boarding them. 

'Camden, 414. GiimeBtone, 1003, Turner, 6Sa. 

t Tnmer, 679. 

J Stowe, 748. " Fiesh victuals were straight bioughl abroad. Captains 
and cavaliers might have what they would for their money, and give the 
French so liberally, that within twelve hours an egg was worth liipence 
bcaidet thanks," 
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TItcM thing! hkd bceu well prepenflrct hj Elizabeth's ministers, 
■nd the lord adroiia] was instructed to convert eight of his 
wont vecseb inbi fire-^ips. The orders aniTed in such good 
time, »nd were obeved with such aUcrity, that within thirty 
houn after the enemy had cast anchor olT Calais these ships 
were disburdened of all that was worth saving, filled \ 
oombiutibles, and all their ordnance charged ; and their 
■idea being smeared with pitch, rosin, and wildfire, they were 
cent, in the dead of the night, with wind and tide, against 
the Spanish fleet ; " which when the Spaniards saw the whole 
sea glittering and shining with tlie flames thereof, they 
remembered those terrible fire-ships which had been used in 
the Scheldt, and the fearful cry of ' The fire of Antwerp ! ' " ' 
ran through the fleet They apprehended nut the danger ot 
6re alone, hut all the evils that "deadly engines and murderous J 
Inventions " could inflict ; some cut their cables ; others let 
their hawsers slip, and in haste, fear, and confusion, put to 
■en, " happiest they who could first be gone, though few or 
none could tell which course to take ".* 

lu this confusion, the largest of the galleasses, commanded 
by D. Hugo de Muncada, ran foul of another ship, lost her 
rudder, floated about at tiie mercy of the tide, and making 
the next monuiig for Calais, as well as she could, ran upou 
the sands. There she was presently assailed by the KngUsh 
■mall craft, who lay battering her with their guns, but dared 
not attempt to boanl, till the admiral sent a hundred m 
his boats, under Sir Aniias Prvston. The Spaniards made a 
brave rrsistance, hoping presently to be succoured by the 
Prince of Parina, and the action was for a long time doubtAiL 
At Iciigtli Muncada was shot ttirough the head, the gallea 
was carried B^lioanling. and most of the Spaniards, leaping 
toto th« >ca. were drowi«cd. The Veedor of the fteet, D. 

* lUUuyt. 6ot. Sliype. Sfit. Camden. 4I j. Grimestone, 1003. Bor, I 
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Antonio <le Manritjue, was one of those who reached the 
sliore ; and he was the first person that carried certain news 
to Spain of their " now vincible navy ". This huge bottom, 
manned with 400 soldiers and 300 galley-slaves, had also 
50,000 ducats on board ; "a booty," says Speed, "well fitting 
tiie English soldiers' aJTectioiis ". Having ransacked all, and 
the slaves from their miserable fetters, they were about 
to set that vessel of emptiness on fire ; but the Governor of 
Calais would not permit this, fearing, it is said, the damage 
that might thereupon ensue to the town and haven. He fired 
therefore, upon the captors, and the ship and ordnance 
became his prize.* 

The duke, when the fire-ships were first perceived, had 
ordered the whole fleet to weigh anchor and stand off to 
sea, and when the danger was over, return every ship to its 
former station. The latter part of this order they were too 
much alarmed to wait for or to heed ; and when he returned 
himself, and fired a signal for others to follow his example, 
the gun was heard by few, " because they were scattered all 
about, and driven by fear, some of them into the wide sea, 
and some among the shoals of Flanders ". Little broken yet 
in strength, though now losing fast the hope and the confi- 
dence with which they had set forth, they ranged themselves 
again in order off Gravelines ; and there tliey were bravely 
attacked. Drake and Tenner were the first who assailed 
them : Fenton, Southwell, Beeston, Cross and Reyman 
followed ) and then the lord admiral came up, with Lord 
Thomas Howard and Lord Sheffield. They got the wind ot 
the enemy, who «'ere now cut off from Calais Roads, and pre- 
ferred any inconvenience rather than changtJheir array or 
separate their force, standing only upon their deface. " And 
albeit tJiere were many excellent and warlike ships in the 
English fleet, yet scarce were there two or three and twenty 

• Hakluyi, Stiypc, Camden, lit Jii/ru. 
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aniong them a'il wtiich tnatchtd ninety of the Spanish 
Id bi^ess, or could conveniently assault them. Wherefore, 
using their prerogative of nimble steerage, whereby they cottld 
turn and wield themselves with the wind whicli way they 
liiited, they eume otlentimes veiy near upton the Spaniards, 
and charged them so sore, tliat now and then they were but 
a pike's length asunder ; and so continually giving them one 
broadside after another, they discharged all their shot, both 
great and small, upon them, spending a whole day, from 
morning till night, in tliat violent kind of cuuHioL"* "We 
had such advantage," says Lord Monmouth, " both of wind 
and tide, that we had a glorious day of them, continuing 
fight from four o'clock in the morning till five or six at night." 
During this action the Spaniards, " lying close under their 
fighting sails," passed Diutkirk with a south-west wind, close 
fallowed by their enemies. Their great ships were found 
vulnerable in the dose action of that day ; many of them 
were pierced through and through between wind and water : 
one was sunk by Captain Cross, in tlie Hope: from the few 
of her people who were saved, it was leamt that one of her 
olficers, having proposed to strike, was put to death by 
another ; the brother of the slain instantly avenged his death, 
and then the ship went down. Two others are believed to 
have sunk. The St. Philip and the Si. Mallhem, both Portu- 
guese galleons, were much shattered. D, Diego de Pimentel, 
in the latter, endeavoured to assist the former, but in vain ; 
lor being " sore battered with many great shot by Seymour 
and Winter," and the mast shot away, the Si. Philip was 
driven near Ostend : as a last chance, the officers endeavoured 
to make for a Flemish port ; but finding it impossible to bring 
the ship into any friendly harlwur, they got to Ostend in the 
boats, and the galleon was taken possession of from Flushing. 
The Si. Malthtw suffered so much, and leaked so fast, that the 

* Kakluyt, Col. 
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duke sent a boat to bring Piroentel and some of the chief 
persons on boiird his own ship. A scn.'ie of honour withheld 
thera from abandoning their men, and looking solely to the 
preservation of their own lives. The duke then charged 
them to keep company with him ; but this was impossible : 
in that danger the one vessel could not slacken its course, 
and the otiier could make little way ; for the water came in 
so fast that fifty men were employed at the pumps. Seeing 
himself thus necessarily forsaken, Piraentel resolved to run 
aground on the Flemish coast ; but here he was discovered by 
some of the Dutch ships, which had their station upon that 
coast ; and, after losing some forty of his men in vain resist- 
ance, struck to Pieter van der Does. The ship sunk in one 
of the Zeeland ports ; and its flag was suspended as a trophy 
in St. Peter's Church at Leyden; a city which had been in no 
light degree beholden for its own glorious deliverance to the 
illustrious &mily of Dousa.* 

Still the duke did not despair of eventual success : an un- 
expected respite was afforded him ; for the English had 
expended their ammunition, and were forced to send for a 
supply ; and taking advantage of a strong west-north-wester, 
the Armada made an effort to regain his position in the straits, 
that the prince might join them. The spirit in which this 
resolution was taken was better than the seamanship : that 
wind carried them towards the shallows and sands on the 
Zeeland coast ; and glad were they when It came to the south 
iind enabled them to avoid the dangers by which they must 
otherwise soon have found themselves surrounded. That day 
Drake wrote to W'jilsingham : "We have the army of Spain 
before us, and mind to wrestle a pull with him. There was 
never anything ]>leascd better than seeing the enemy flying 
with a southerly wind to the northward. I doubt not, but 
ere it be long, so to handle the matter with the Duke of 
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Sidania, that he shall wish himself nt St Mnry's Port, amung 
his vine trees. God give us grace to depend upon Him ; 
shall we not doubt victory, for our cause is good." But the 
hopes which Drake entertained of a. brilliant victory * were 
not to be fulfilled. Enough had been achieved by tlie councils 
and the hand of man. That providence which had confounded 
the devices of the enemy effected by the agency of the 
elements the rest. The duke advised with his officers in 
evening what course, after these unexpected disasters, should 
be pursued, They were now experimentally convinced th»t 
the English excelled them in naval strength. Several of their 
largest ships had been lost, others were greatly damaged: 
there was no port to which they could repair ; and to force 
their way through the victorious English fleet, then in Hght 
and amounting to 140 sail, was plainly and confessedly im- J 
possible. They resolved, therefore, upon returning to Spain I 

* " And here," says Sir William Monson, " was opportunity offered IM I 
to have rollowed the victory upon them ; tor if we had once mote offend ' 
them fight, the general, it was thought, by peiauasion of his confessor, 
was determined to yield; whose example, 'tis very likely, would hxe 
made the test to have done the like. But this oppoilunity was lost; not 
through the negligence or backwardness of the lord admiral, but merely I 
through the want of providetice in those that had t)ie charge of fumishinc I 
and providing for [he fleet. For at that time of so great advantage, when I 
they came lo examine their provisions, they found a general scarcity of ] 
powder and shot, for want whereof ihey were forced to return borne. 
Another opportunity was lost, not much inferior to (he other, by DM 
sending part of our fleet to the west of Ireland, where the Spaniards, of 
necessity, were to pass, after so many dangers and disasters as they had 
endured. If we had been so happy as to have followed their course, is it 
was both thought and discoursed of, we had been absolutely victorious 
over this great and formidable navy, for they were brought lo that neces- 
sity, thai they would willingly have yielded, as divers of them conlcsaed 
that were shipwrecked in Ireland. By this we may see how weak and 
feeble the designs of man are in respect of the Creator ; and how indif- 
ferently He dealt betwixt the two nations, sometimes giving one, some- 
limes Ihe other.the advantage, yet so that He only ordered the balile" 
[Churchill't ColUciiaa, iii., ijg). 
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by a northerD course ; and in tlmt determination, " having 
gotten more sea room for their huge-bodied bulks, spread 
their nuiinsails, snd made away as fast as wind and water 
would give them leave. But surely," says Speed, "if Ihcy 
had known the want of powder that our fleet sustained (a 
fault inexcusable upon our own coasts), they no doubt would 
have stood longer to their tacklings. But God, in this, as in 
the rest, would have us to acknowledge, that we were only 
delivered by His own gracious providence wid ami, and not 
by any policy or power of our own." The lord admiral left 
Seymour to blockade the Prince of Paima's force, and followed 
what our chroniclers now call the Vincible Armada, not with- 
out some apprehension that they might put into Scotland ; 
but leading Scotland on the west, they bent towards Norway, 
" ill-adviseJ, but that necessity urged, and God had infatuated 
their councils, to put their shaken and battered bottoms into 
those black and dangerous seas ". And the English having, 
in Drake's words, '■ east them so far to the northward, that 
they <xiuld neither recover England nor Scotland, thought it 
best to leave them to those boisterous and uncouth northern 



But while the loss which they had hitherto sustained was 
as yet uncertain, and the opinion on sliore was tliat they 
would return to the straits, it was still thought probable tliat 
the Prince of Parma might effect a landing. Elizabeth, who 
had not easily been dissuaded from her intention of being 
present in the battle wherever it should be fought, went to 
the csmp at Tilbury. From the time that camp was formed, 
a true English spirit had been shown there. " It was a 
pleasant sight," says the good London chronieler.t who him- 
self had seen it, " to behold the soldiers as they marched 
towards Tilbuty, their cheeriul countenances, courageous 
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wordi nnd gestures, dancing and leaping wheresoever they 
came. In the camp their most felicity was the hojie of 
figliting with the enemy, where, ofttimes, divers rumours ran 
of their foes' approach, and that present battle would be 
given them ; then were they as joyful at such news as if 
lusty giants were to run a race." When the queen came 
among them, " fiill of princely resolution, and more than 
feminine courage," she rode through the ranks with a 
general's truncheon in her hand, and sometimes with a martial 
pace, another while gently, like a woman : " Incredible it is," 
says Camden, "how much she encouraged the hearts of her 
captains and soldiers by her presence and her words ". " I 
think, " says Leicester, " the weakest person among them is 
able to match the proudest Spaniards that dare land in 
England ! " Her speech at this memorable time has been 
preserved,* and well might it animate them. "My loving 
people," she said, " we have been persuaded by some that are 
careful of our safety to take heed how we commit ourselves 
to armed multitudes, for fear of treachery ; but I assure you 
I do not desire to live to distrust my faithful and loving 
people. Let tyrants fear! I have alwaj's so behaved my- 
self, that, under God, 1 have placed my chiefest strength and 
safeguard in the loyal hearts and good-will of my subjects ; 
and, therefore, I am come amongst you, as you see, at this 
time, not for my recreation and disport, but being resolved 
in the midst and heat of the battle, to live or die amongst you 
all, to lay dowit, for my God, for my kingdom, and for ray 
people, my honour and my blood even in the dust. I know 
1 have the body but of & weak and feeble woman, but I have 
the heart and stomach of a king, and of a king of England 
too ; and think it foul scorn that Parma, or Spain, or any prince 
of Europe, should dare to invade the borders of my realm ; 
to which rather than any dishonour should grow by me, I 

■ Somer'B Tracts (Scoll's edilion), i., 419. 




myself will take up arma, I myself will be your general, judge, 
and rewarder of every one of your virtues in the field. I 
know already for your forwardness you have deserved rewards 
and crowns ; and we do assure you, on the word of a prince, 
they shall be duly paid you. In the meantime my lieutenant- 
general shall be in my stead, than whom never prince com- 
manded a more noble or worthy subject, not doubting but 
by your obedience to my general, by your concord in the 
camp, and your valour in the field, we shall shortly have a 
&mous victory over those enemies of my God, of my kingdom, 
and of my people." 

While she was at dinner that day in the general's tent, 
there came a post with tidings that the Prince of Parma and 
all his forces had embarked for England, and that his arrival 
with all possible speed was to be looked for. The news was 
immediately published through the camp ;• and assuredly, if 
the enemy had set foot upon our shores, they would have 
sped no better than they had done at sea, such was the spirit 
of the nation. This intelligence was soon disproved ; but 
after it was certain that by God's mercy the danger had been 
averted, some time elapsed before the fate of the Armada 
was ascertained. Statements of its 5ucces.s were confidently 
circulated Upon the continent, and credited according to the 
wishes of the hearer. It was affirmed that great part of 
the English fleet had been taken, great part sunk, and the 
poor remainder driven into the Thames " all rent and torn " ; 
that they were utterly discomfited, and that Drake was 
made prisoner.f Poems were composed in honour of the 
victory, as poems had been composed to predict it. It was 

• Turner, 68 1, note. 

t " And that there was found in his ship a piece of twenly-tive spans, 
or one quintal of munition, made on purpose, of one only shot, to sink 
the Admiral of Spain ; but it pleased God, though she was hurt therewith, 
yet she was repaired again, and overcame the English fleet " (Strype, 
App. B, ii., No. 55). 
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believed at Rome that Elizabeth was taken, and England 
conquered ; and Cardiniil Allen is said to Iiave made a feast 
in honour of the event, and invited to it the Scotch, Irish, 
and English who were in that city ! But in vain, meantime 
was the ship looked for in the Spnnish ports that should 
bring good tidings home ! The unhappy fleet, after the 
English had given over the pursuit, threw their mules and 
horses overboard lest their water should fail. They korw 
that they had no relief to expect in Scotland, and that 
Norway could not supply their wants ; so taking some 
captured fishermen for pilots, they sailed between the 
Orkney and the Feroe Islands ; and when they had reached 
the latitude of sixty-two, and were some StX) miles from any 
land, the duke ordered them each to take the best coune 
they could for Spain. He, himself, with some five 
twenty of the ships that were best provided, steered » 
straight course, and arrived in safety. The others, about 
forty in number, made for Cape Clear, hoping to water there; 
but a storm from the south-west overtook and wrecked ntanj \ 
of them u[)ou the Irish coast. Their treatment there is the i 
only circumstance in the whole history of this enterprise ^ 
which IB disgraceful to an English name. For the lord | 
deputy. Sir William Fitzwilliam, fearing they should join I 
the rebels, and seeing that Bingham, the Governor of CoD- 
naught, refused to obey his merciless orders concerning them, 
sent his deputy marshal, " who drove them out of thdjj 
hiding-places, and beheaded about 200 of them' 
queen condemned this cruelty irom her heart, thou^ 
such punishment as he deserved was inflicted upon Fitzwilli 
Terrififd at this, the other Spaniards, "sick and starved 
they were, committed themselves to the sea in their shatti 
vessels, and very many of them were swallowed up by the 
waves ".* But with some of the officers who escaped thii 
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butchery Tyrone concerted his rebellion." It is supposed 
that more than thirty of their ships perished off the coast of 
Ireland, with the greater part of their crews. Two vessels 
were cast away on the coast of Norway. Some few, having ■ 
westerly wind, got again into the English seas ; of these, two 
were taken bv the cruisers off Rochelle, and one (a great 
galleass) put into Havre. About 700 men who were cast 
ashore in Scotland were there liuniuiicly treated ; and, witli 
Elisabeth's consent, were, at the Prince of Parma's request, 
sent over to the Netherlands. Relics of this great destruction 
are still sometimes brought to light. It is not long since the 
remains of an anchor, which appeared to have belonged to 
the Armada, was picked up in a lishennan's trawl off Dover ; 
and in 1832 one of their cannon t was found on the coast 
of Mayo. Of the whole Armada, only fifty-three vessels 
returned to Spain ; eighty-one were lost ; and of 30,000 
soldiers who were embarked, nearly 14,000 were missing, the 
prisoners being about 2000. 

Philip's behaviour when the whole of this great calamity 
was known should always be recorded to his honour. He 
received it as a dispensation of Providence ; and gave, and 
commanded to be given, throughout Spain, thanks to God 
and the saints that it was no greater. 

England having thus been "delivered by the hand of the 
Omnipotent, and the bonr put back that sought to lay her 
Tineyaid waste," Elizabeth ordered a solemn thanksgiving 
to be celebrated at St. Paul's, where eleven of the Spanish 
ensigns were hung upon the lower battlements, " as palms of 
praise," says Speed, "for England's deliverance, a show, no 

[bt, more acceptable to God than when their spread colours 
■et out the pride of their ships, threatening the blood of 



• Fiennes Moiyson, 8. Carte's Ormond. i.. 58. 
f It is now in Loid Sligo's possession. 
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to many innocent and fcJtliful Christians". On the following 
day, which was Southwark fair, the same Asgs were displayed 
upon Loitdon bridge. They were finally suspended in Si. 
Paul's. Less perishable trophies were deposited in the 
Tower, where many of tile arms taken in the captured ships 
are still preserved ; and not a few instruments of torture, 
wickedly devised, but more probably intended for the punish- 
ment of offences on board, than for the use of their ioquisiton, 
who, if the conquest had been effected, might have found 
racks in England, and would have had fire and &ggDt at 
command. Another great thanksgiving day was celebrated 
on the anniversary of the queen's succession, which was Jon^ 
and most fitly observed as a holiday in these kingdoms : one 
of greater solemnity, two days after, throughout the realin ; 
and, on the Sunday following, the queen repaired as in public, 
but Christian triumph, to St. Paul's. Her privy council, her 
nobility, the French ambassador, the judges, and the heralds, 
attended her. The streets were hung with blue cloth, " the 
several companies, in their liveries, being drawn up on both 
sides the way, with their banners in becoming and galtaot 
order ". Her chariot * was made in tlie form of a throne with 
four pillars, and drawn by four white horses ; alighting from it 
at the west door of St. Paul's, she there knelt, and, with 
great devotion, audibly praised God, acknowledging Him her 
only defender, who had thus delivered the land from the rage 
of the eueniy. Pierce, Bishop of Salisbury, who was her lord 
almoner, preached a sermon, "wherein none other argtmiciit 
was handled, but only of praise and glorj' to be rendered 
unto God. And, when he had concluded, the queen herself 
(like unto another Joshua, David and Josias), with most 
princely and Christian speeches, exhorted the people to the 
due performance of those religious services of thankfulnem 
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anto God." * It was maiiifi-st, indeed, that over-ruling 
Providence had preserved them. Wi^ll and properly has it 
been abser\'ed by the ablest of our naval biogTapherSit that, 
great as were the exploits of the English fleet, they were ns 
nothing compared with what the elements wrought for Eng- 
land ; and that this our ancestors proclaimed with one accord, 
■ breathing the pure spirit of that blessed Reformation which 
had been so recently achieved for them ". The people of 
England have never, since the Norman conquest, been 
chiutised by the hand of a foreign enemy : when their own 
folly and their own sins have brought upon them God'i' 
judgments, the instructive punishment has been administered 
by tbeir own hands. 

Lord Effingham was rewarded with a pension. The queen 
many times commended him and the captains of her ships, 
as men bom for the preservation of their country, A greater 
service it has never (alien to the lot of any Englishman to 
perform. " True it is," says Fuller, " he was no deep sea- 
man (not to be expected from one of his extraction) ; but he 
liad skill enoug!) to know those who had more skill than 
liimself, and to follow their instructions, and would not starve 
the queen's service by feeding his own sturdy wilfulness, bnt 
vu ruled by the experienced in sea matters; the queen 
having a navy of oak, and an admiral of osier." He did 
good service afterwards at Cadiz, being joint commander 
with the Earl of Esses in that famous expedition, and, for 
that service, was advanced to the title of Earl of Nottingham, 
K descended from the Mowbrays, some of whom had been 

* UtmotTt of Ctlebrattd Naval Commaiidcri, iltustiated byengTavingB 
Irom original pictures in Ihc Naval Gallciy of Giccnwich HoapitHl, by 
Bdwaid Hawke Locker, Esq. I cannot refer lo this work without le- 
grcniiig that Mr. Locker should have been compelled by ill health to 
HBut to a (ingle volume a woik (or which he was in every respect bo 
cubienily qualified. 

(Speed, 8&a. Camden, 418. Strype, 27. 



100 



ENGLISH SEAMEN 



earls of that coimty. On the apprehension of anotba ] 
invasion, at a time when it was known that Essex entertained * 
rash and dangerous designs. Lord Nottingham was entrusted 
with the command of both fleet and army, "with the hi^ 
and very unusual title of Lord Lieu tenant-General of all 
England ; an oifice scarcely known to former, never owned 
of succeeding times, and which he held with almost regal 
authority for the space of sii weeks, being sometimes with 
the fleet in the Downs, and sometimes on shore with the 
forces ".* It was to him, who, the queen said, was " bom to 
serve and save his country," that Essex, after bis insane 
insurrection, yielded himself a prisoner ; and to him that 
tlie queen, upon her death, made that wise and constitutional 
declaration concerning her successor : " My throne has been 
held by princes in the way of succession, and ought not to go 
to any but my next and immediate heir ". J 

James continued him in his post of lord admiral, appointed I 
him lord high steward at his coronation, sent him ambassador 1 
to Spain, and chose him for one of the commissioners to treat 
of a union between England and Scotland. The last honour 
which fell to his lot was that of conveying the elector palatine 
and his bride, the Prhicess Elizabeth, to Flushing. At the 1 
age of eighty-three he resigned his post, retaining, by special I 
patent, the precedence which it had given him ; and, in hii 1 
eighty-seventh year, dying in peace at Haling House, in I 
Surrey, was buried m the family vault under the chancel of 
Ryegate Church. His office had been "of great profit, priKS 
being so frequent in that age ; but great," says Fuller, "hiJ I 
necessary, and vast his voluntary, expenses; keeping seven 
staniling houses at the same time : so that the wonder is not 
great if he died not very wealthy ". 
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AMONG the naval adventurers wlio distin^iuished tlieni- 
selves during Qtieen Elizabeth's reign, there waa no 
one who took to the seas so much in the spirit of a 
northern sea king as the Earl of Cumberland. Some of his 
most noted contemporaries were sailors by their vocation, 
some became so incidentally when called upon in the queen's 
service, and others pursued that course with the hope of 
repairing a broken fortune, or of raising one ; but it was this 
nobleman's mere choice, which he followed to the great 
injury of his own ample estates, and to the neglect of all 
his private and domestic duties. 

George Clifford, in the male line of his family, fourteenth 
Baron Clifford of Westmoreland, and sheriff of that county 
by inheritjinee, and in the same descent thirteenth LonI of 
the Honour of Skipton in Craven, and also Lord Vipont and 
Baron Vesey, was bom in his father's castle at Brougham, on 
the 8th of August, 1558. Few names are more conspicuous 
than that of Clifford in the York and Lancaster wars, none 
more distinguished for fidelity to the cause it had espoused ; 
and Shakespeare has given it a wider renown than could 
have been conferred by genealogists and chroniclers. To this 
bntily, also. Fair Rosamond belongs ; and the Shepherd Lord, 
whose memorj- is embalmed in everlasting verse. Lord 
Clifford was yet a boy when his father began to treat concern- 
ing his marriage with a daughter of Francis, second Earl of 
Beilford ; and he was in the twelfth year of hia age when his 
father died. Upon the firet intelligence that such an event 
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was likely, Bedford, upon the alleged ground of this marriage- 
treaty, made suit to the queen for the wardship, and it w«s 
granted him. The boy was at Battle Abbey when the eatl 
died at Brougham ; no doubt he had been placed there to 
receive the first part of his education in the family by whom 
that venerable edifice was then possessed. It seems not to 
have been unusual in those days for youths of rank to connect 
themselves witli both univen>lUei> ; thus this earl is said to 
have been educated at Peter House, Cambridge, and also to 
have studied at Oxford, under the tuition of Whitgift, after- 
wards archbishop ; " and here he obtained some knowledge 
in tile arts, and especially in the mathematics, which did not 
only incline him thereto, but rendered him more fit for coari- 
tirae employment ". Before he was nineteen he was married 
in St. Mary Overy's Church, Southwark, to his long-engaged 
spouse, the Lady Margaret Russell, who was some two yean 
younger. 

The earl is said to have excelletl all the nobles of his time 
in tilting, so that in such exhibitions he was always 
queen's champion ; and in this and other costly recreatiom 
he consumed much of his ample patrimony. Eliaabetb nude 
him Knight of the Garter, ajid appointed him to be one of i 
forty peers by whom the Queen of Scots was tried, and one rf 
the four earls who were present at the catastrophe of that 
tragedy. His firet maritime adventure wa.s designed for 
South Seas : he did not embark in it himself, but fitted oat tt 
his own cost the Red Dragon of ^()0 tons, and tlie barque 
Clifford of ISO; a pinnace of Raleigh's and another ship 
completed the force, and Master Robert Witliringtoa was thp 
commander. Instead of passing the Straits of Magelloil, 
Withrington thought he might make a more profitable venture 
by plundering Bnhia ; but the Jesuits, with their Indian 
archers, preserved that city ; and the expedition having 
committed much havoc upon the const of Bronil, with little 
gain, he resolved upon returning home, — a resolution which 
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was "taken heavily of all the company," and heard by them 
in siience, "for very grief to see my lord's hopes thus 
deceived, and his great expenses cast away ".• 

In the ensuing year he sailed for Sluys, hopin;^ to assist 
Sir Roger W'iUiams in the defence of that town against the 
Duke of Parma ; but it had surrendered before his arrival. 
He bore hLs part in the defeat of the Armada, on board the 
Boiuidvenlure, Captain George Raymond, when, says Purchas, 
"they won that honour that no sea can drown, no age wear 
out". The queen was so satisfied with his behaviour, that 
she gave him a commission to go the same year to the Spanish 
coast as general ; and for his greater honour and ability, was 
plea^d to lend him the Golden Lion, one of the ships royal, 
to be the admiral ; but he victualled and furnished it at 
his own cost. After some fight he took a merchant ship 
in the narrow seas; but it was now late in the autumn: 
contrary winds baffled his course : he was compelled to cut 
away hia mainmast in a storm, and returned when it was 
impossible for him to prosecute what Purchas calls his true 

" His spirit remaining, nevertheless, higher than the windsi 
and more resolutely by storms compact and united in itself," 
he obtained of the queen one of the royal navy called the 
t'leiory ; with which, two small ships, the Mrg or Margaret 
and a caravel, set forth at his charges, and with 400 men on 
board, he sailed from Plymouth in June, 1589- The Margaret, 
being not able to endure the sea, was sent home in a few daj's, 
with two French ships, which, belonging to the party of the 
League, were deemed fair priaes. The earl was not very 
scrupulous on sucli occasions. He fell in with eleven ships 
from Hambu^h and the Baltic : afler a few shot, they sent 



•Sjnacoll, [oo. Halduyt, i 
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their masters on board, showing their passports ; these were 
respected for themselves, but not for some property belonging 
to a Jew of Lisbon, which they confessed was on board, and 
which was valued at 4500/. He then made for the Aeores, 
hoisted Spanish colours when he came in sight of St. Michael's, 
and in a night expedition succeeded in cutting four ships out 
of the road ; one of them, however, proved to be a Londoner, 
trading there under the Scotch flag, and with a Scotch pilot 
His great object was to intercept the carracks, and so reim- 
burse himself for all his costs. At Flores he manned his 
boats, and obtained refreshments as being a fi-iend to the 
prior, Don Antonio, whose pretended title to the Portuguese 
crown was acknowledged by England. " From tlience rowing 
a ship-board, the boat was pursued two miles by a monstroui 
fish, whose fins many times appeared about the gills above 
water four or five yards asunder, and his jaws gaping a yard 
and a half wide, not without great danger of overturning the 
pinnace, and devouring some of the company." But from 
this, which was as formidable to the earl's boat as his ship 
was to a harmless trader, they at last escaped. Here he met 
and "accepted into consort" Captain Davies, with his ship 
and pinnace. Captain Markesbury, in a ship of Raleigh's, and 
the barque Lime. 

Tlie earl knew not at this time how narrowly the home- 
ward-bound fleet from the East Indies had escaped him. 
Seven of its huge and richly laden vessels had sailed for 
Europe early in the year, separntcly, ns they were ready, but 
with orders to rendezvous at St. Helena, and from thence to 
proceed in company, no danger being appi'ehended from 
cruisers on the first part of the voyage, but much afterwards. 
The richest of these vessels suffered, on the coast of Natal, 
one of the most lamentable shipwrecks of which the details 
have been recorded ; the others reached the Azores in the 
middle of July ; and some of the smaller cruisers fell in with 
them when they were ill able to defend themselves. What 
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vith the length of the voyage (for they had been six months 
m the way), the scarcity of water and of provisions, &nd the 
bad quality of the stores that were left (for every kind of 
knavery was practised in the equipment of the Portuguese 
ships), the scurvy was making great ravages on board ; and 
every day men who had been some days dead were discovered 
in the places whither they had crept that they might lie 
domi and die in peace,* If the light vessels which played 
about them and harassed them, in the liope, as it seemed, 
of delaying them tUI others should come up, had been aware of 
their condition, they might have carried some of them ahnoat 
without resistance ; for there was the utmost confusion as well 
as misery on board. Those who were in the best plight showed 
DO disposition to assist their weaker comrades, all seeking 
to secure themselves with all speed under some of their own 
fbrtresses ; while the English insulted them with reproaches 
for their cowardice, and annoyed them with musketry, and 
with such small pieces as vessels of thirty tons could carry. 
The Portuguese, however, made their way good to Tercera, 
and anchored in the road before the city of Angra ; there, to 
their dismay, they found that the island was in arms, expecting 
to be attacked by Drake, and that instructions had arrived 
from Portugal, ordering them to remain there till they should 
receive further directions. The alarm occasioned by the 
destruction of the Armada, the attempt upon Lisbon, and the 
activity of the English privateers, was such, that it was thought 
better to expose these rich ships to the danger of an un* 
sheltered road in the worst season of the year than let tbem 
ran for the Tagus. Luckily for the Portuguese officers they 
were not expected to render more obedience to the Govem- 
meat than they could exact from their men ; after a gale 
fimn the south had driven one of the ships on shore, the 
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other CBptains ventured to act upon their own judgment, and 
■ail for Lisbon, where they happily arrived.* 

Some English prisoners who stole from Tercera in a small 
boat, having uo other yard for their mainsail than two pipe 
staves, fell in with the earl, and gave him the unwelcome 
tidings that these carracks had sailed from tliat island ■ 
week before. This induced him to return to Fayal (where he 
had just taken some small Guinea siiips and sent them to 
Engjund) : he now landed there, and took possession of the 
town, consisting of about 500 well-built houses. It vms 
abandoned at his approach. He set a guard to preserve the 
cimrches and monasteries, and stayed there tour days, till a 
ransom of 2000 ducats was brought him, mostly in church 
plate. He shipped from the platfonn fifty-eight pieces of 
iron ordnance; and the Governor of Graciosa, as if to deprecate 
such a visit, sent him sixty butts of wine. Here a Weymouth 
privateer, which arrived with a Spanish prize worth 16,000/., 
brought news that tJie West India fleet was expected ; and 
after plying three or four days to and fro in rough weather 
he saw it, fifteen sail in number, enter Angra Roads ; but he 
being " too for to leeward, and they being strong and fortified 
with castle and fort," he could make no attempt upon them; 
and the pinnace which he left to observe them returned with 
information that they had " taken off their sails and doun 
their topmasts, with the intention of longer stay ". The ear, 
then made for St. Michael's, and was there repelled from 
watering ; next he went to St. Mary's, where he found two 
Brazilian ships laden witli sugar. The islanders endeavoured 
to bring them ashore; but Lister, the earl's captain, 
" hastening the attempt in the fiice of the enemy, and In 
danger of continual shoreshot, boarded the one, cut her cables 



• Lintchmen, Schip vairt natr OosI, o/li Porlugatis Indim, c. xcvi, 
Linschoten was in the fleet, and he congiatulates himself on having 
eECaped miltort Commcrlandt, p. 146. 
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I Bnd faawaer, and rowed her away". Captain Davies entered 
the other, which waa aground, and had been abandoned i but 
he was forced to forsake her by a fire from the shore, with the 
loss of two slain and sixteen wounded. In brin/jing out their 
prize the bar detained them in a position exposed to an 
enemy whose force had been rashly undervalued: eighty 
men were killed ; the earl received three shot upon his 
tai^et, a fourth wounded him slightly in tlie side, "his head, 

I «lso, was broken with stones, so that the blood covered his 

I face," and both his lace and legs were burnt with fire-balls. 

[ The prize, however, was brought off, and "the Mfg being 

I leaky " was sent with it to England. 

The eari himself held his course for Spain. On the way 
he fell in with a Portuguese ship laden with sugar, from 
Bnuil, and afterwards with one of the fleet which had taken 
shelter from him in Angra Roads. It proved to be a ship of 
400 tons, from St. Juiin de Ulloa, laden with hides, cochineal, 
sugar and silver, and the captain had with him a venture to 
the amount of 25,000 ducats. Full of joy nt tlieir good speed, 
they now resolved upon returning home. " But sea-fortunes," 
»ys PuTchas, " are variable, having two inconstant parents, 
«ir and water " ; and, in the words of one of the adventurers," 
tummer services and ships of sugar proved not so sweet 
and pleasant as the winter was afterwards sharp and painful ". 
Captain Lister was sent in the Mexican prize for Portsmouth. 
*as wrecked at Helcliff, in Cornwall : everything was 
I her, and five or six only of the people were saved. 
Contrary weather delayed the earl so long upon his home- 
ward passage that drink began to fall, and he endeavoured 
to make some Irish harbour,but there, loo, was beatenoff by 
the wind ; and, the beer and water being by that time all 
I spent, three spoonfuls of vinegar were allowed to each man at a 

^H meoli with some small relief^ squeezed out of the lees of their 
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wine vessels. During fourteen days they had no other drink 
than this, except what they could collect tQ rain and hail 
storms ill their sheets and napkins. " Some drank up the 
soiled running water at the scupper holes ; others saved, by 
device, the running down the masts and tarred ropes ; and 
many licked the moist boards, rails and masts with their 
tongues, like dugs. Vet was that rain so intermingled with 
the spray of the foaming sea, in that extreme storm, that it 
could not be healthfijl ; yea, some in their extremity of thirst, 
drank themselves to death, with their cans of salt water in 
their hands." " By this time, the lamentable cries of the 
sick and hurt men for drink were heard in every comer of 
the ship." Many perished for want of it— "tenor twelve 
every night " ; and in this manner more were lost " than 
otherwise had miscarried in the whole voyage". The mortality, 
indeed, was so great "that the like befell not any other fleet 
during the war.* The storm continuing added to their 
misery, tearing the ship in such sort that his lordship's cabin, 
the dining-room, and the half-deck became all one, and he 
was forced to seek a new lodging in the hold." Such circum- 
stances call forth, in such men, the qualities by which alone, 
with God's blessing, they can be overcome; the earl, upon 
all occasions, encouraged his men by his promptitude, his 
presence of inind, and his example ; and the small store of 
provisions was distributed equally to the prisonere and to his 

• Sit William Monson, ChurchilV, Coll., lii., i6a. " All ihesc disasters." 
Monson says, " must be imputed to Capt. Lister's rashness, upon whom 
my Lord of Cumberland chiefly relied, wanting experience himseIC He 
was the man that advised the sending the ships of wine for England; 
otherwise wc had not known the want of drink. He was as earnest in 
persuading our landing in the face of the fortilicationg of St. Mary's, 
against all reason and sense. As he \\as rash, so was he valiant : but 
paid dearly for his unadvised counsel ; for he was the first man hurl, 
and that cruelly, in Ihc attempt of St. Mary's, and aftecwuda drowned 
in the rich ship cast away at Mount's Bay." He values that ship at 
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own people. On the last of November tlicy spoke a vessel, 
which promised ttiem some barrels of wine the next morning; 
but their hopes were disappointed, for the vessel went on 
shore during the night. Tlie next day, however, he fell in 
with another, which helped him with some beer, but not 
enough for him to venture upon making for England : so aa 
the wind scr\'ed, he put into Ventre haven, on the west coast 
of Ireland. There their sufferings ended, and on the 20th of 
December he sailed for England. On arriving in London, 
be learned the recent death of his eldest son ; but was com- 
forted a few weeks after by the birth of a daughter, the L^dy 
Anne QiSbrd, afterwards the famous Countess of Pembroke, 

In thb voyage he hnd taken thirteen prizes ; and although 
the one which was lost was worth more than all the rest, yet 
the profit doubled the outlay of his adventure. Encouraged 
by this success, as well as inflamed by former di.sappointments, 
and being thoroughly possessed by the spirit of the age, he 
obtained a ship of 600 tons from the queen, with which, and 
witli four other vessels, he set forth in 1591, at his own charge, 
for the coast of Spain. On the way he met with several 
Dutch ships, coming from Lisbon, and with spices on board, 
which were Portuguese property : " So greatly," says Monson, 
"were we abused by that nation of Holland, who. though 
they were the first that engaged us in the war with Spain, 
yet still maintained their own trade into those ports, and 
supplied the Spaniards with ammunition, victuals, shipping, 
and intelligence against us". They who regarded the conduct 
of the Dutch merchants in this point of view, and made it a 
ground for reproaching the nation, did not bear in mind that 
the struggle in which the Low Countries were engaged with 
Spain was, in its origin, purely a religious war, and that many 
of these merchants might be of the Romish religion, conse- 
quently Spanish at heart, and acting as much in conformity 
with their own sense of duty, as Roman Catholic Christians 
and loyal subjects, as with their own immediate interest. 
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Still less were Englishmen likely to consider, what certainly 
was the case, that some of the Dutch, who thus endeavoured 
to save Portuguese property from the privateers, were Jews 
of Portuguese birth or blood, trading with their brethren who 
secretly held tlie same faith, and many of whom were desirous 
of removing themselves, as well as their properly, from a land 
where they were in perpetual danger of the Inquisition. 
Least of all did our licensed sea rovers make allowance for 
the views of commercial men, who, in continuing a long- 
established trade with their old connections, had fair intentions, 
though they were compelled to use lalse colours, and knew 
that the commerce which they carried on was beneficial to 
tbeirown Government, and, in (iict, received from that Govern- 
ment all the secret encouragement that it could give,* 

* Charnock, who haled the Dutch, says the rapid proRicst of their 
naval power " was effected by a steady and uniform perEeverance in one 
syslcin, from which they never sufTeied themselves lo be diueited Sot a 
■ingle moment by any supposed and imaginary evil attendant on the 
prosecution of it- This fundamental principle (for so it might truly be 
deemed, being the point or centre atone from vihence all their maxims of 
government sprang, and on which alone, according to the mode in which 
the fabric was constructed, they depended (ot support) consisted in an 
unalterable resolution, that public hosiihties should never be permitted, 
even for » single moment, to interrupt private commerce. So completely 
bigoted were the people and Che Government Co this opinion, that in the 
very beight of the war Ihc Dutch vessels entered the Spanish ports with 
their commodities (the want of which would have distressed their enemies 
extremely) with as much cordiality and unconcern as though they had 
been in perfect amity with them. Tlicyaie even reported to havecarried 
this idea, which by all other nations has been deemed extravagant and 
improper, lo such an eiilent, as lo have supplied their antagoniat* with 
ammunition and stores of different kinds, which, had they not obtained 
from »>me quarter or other, it would not have been possible for them to 
btvecanicionlhewAi'' {Hltt.of Marine Arch..ii., 168). 

Charnock did not perceive how much might be alleged in defence of 
the system which he Ihas condemns ; and he has altogether overlooked 
the other motives noticed in the text, powerfully as they must have 
InDucnced the Dutch ai that time. 
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Procecrting to the coast of Spain, the earl "took good 
purchase," but to little profit. One prise, laden with sugu- 
from St. Thomas's, he was forced to cast off because of an 
irremediable leak ; another, which he sent for England, was, 
after long contrary winds, compelled to put into Coninna for 
want of victuals, and his men to render themselves to the 
enemy's mercy. He was not more fortunate with the spices 
which had been taken from the Holhinilers. These were put 
on board a ship for England, the sqiiudron convoyed her to 
the Berlings, from whence Captain Monson, who was on 
board, was to see her safely despatched. But the other ships 
did not observe the directions given them : the night fell 
calm ; and in the morning six galleys from Peniche, seeing 
that this vessel was at a distance from her companions, and 
tlitt, by reason of the calm, they could not come up to her 
assistance, attacked her. A brave resistance was made ; but 
Captain Bayly and the principal men being slain, both ship 
and spices were taken ; and Monson, witii all the others who 
survived, made prisoners. Luckily for himself, Monson, but a 
little before, having surprised two vessels, merely for the sake 
of obtaining information, had let them go again without 
offering any injury to the people on board. His reason for 
dismissing the ships was, that they were not worth taking ; 
but the men, thankful for their deliverance, madca favourable 
report of the usage which they had received at his hand,* 
and he now found the benefit of this good character. 
" Whether it was," he says, " the respect they had to the 
queen's ship, which was admiral of that fleet, or honour to 
Riy lord that commanded it, or hope by good usage of our 
men to receive the like again, I know not ; but true it is, that 
the ordinary men were treated with more courtesy than they 
had been from the beginning of thewar."+ Some effect may 
also liave been produced by a letter which the earl sent to 
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the Archduke Albert, at Umt tiine Governor of Portugal, 
requesting that the prisonere might be well used ; and 
iiiLiioating that upon their treatment would depend that of 
the Spaniards and Portuguese, "of whom, lie presumed, he 
should take store ".* This led to an agreement, by which 
the other prisoners were released upon terms, for the per- 
formance of which Monson was detained as hostage. 

The intelligence which the earl had obtained was of some 
importance. The Spaniards hjid, with great exertions, fitted 
out It formidable fleet. f As soon as he leamt this, he 
despatched one of his ships with the advice to Lord Thomas 
Howard, who was then off the Western Islands, waiting to 
intercept the West Indian fleet ; and it arrivedjust in time to 
put him upon his guard, and enable bun to avoid the danger.^ 
But having sent off this vessel, and being weakened by the 
loss of another with its crew, and especially finding the 
queen's ship " but ill of sail, it being the first voyage she had 
had to sea, he durst not abide the coast of Spain, but thought 
it more discretion to return to England, Thus ended the 
third of his maritime adventures, and nothing whatever was 
taken in it toward defraying the great charges of its outfit," 

The naval history of England is so much beholden to Sir 
William Monson that it would be treating Him with ingratitude, 
aiiwellasdisrespect,ifthestoryofhiscaptivitywerepretermitted. 
For some months he was kept on board the galleys at Cascaei 
nnd Lisbon, which " wiis most grievous to him " ; and while 
lying in the Tagua, he planned means of escaping, by aid of a 
good-natured Dutchman, the master of a Dutch vessel, which 
had come from Br;iEil ; " for at that time the Portuguese 
freighted Holland ships in most of tlieir long voyages, though 
they pretended to be in war one with another". The war, 



* Purchas, iv., ri4«. 
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however, was more tliao a pretence, as both nations found to 

their cost, and nowhere more dearly than in Brazil itself. But 

the day before this scheme was to have been put in execution, 

the galleys were ordered to sea. In September, when the 

galleys were commonly laid up for the winter, he and eight 

other Englishmen were sent to the castle at Lisbon, " there 

to be imprisoned till a course was taken for their redemption ". 

Each man had for his maintenance a daily allowance of 7^4., — 

" A proportion," he says, " that did not equal three-pence 

according to the rate of tilings in England". The humanities 

of war will always be in proportion to the established standard 

of military honour, one as it were regulating the other ; and 

in wars which are exasperated by religious hatred both are 

disregarded. Monaon and his comrades in captivity were 

closely confined all the time of their imprisonment ; only in 

the morning they resorted to the castle walls, with a guard 

of soldiers,— ^ven decent privacy being refused them. "It 

happened," says this officer, " on St. Andrew's Day, being 

apoa the walls at our usual hour, we beheld a great galleon 

of theking's turning up the river in her fighting sails, being 

sumptuously decked with ancients, streamers, and pendants, 

with all other ornaments, to show her bravery. She let fly 

&11 her ordnance in a triumphant manner for the taking Sir 

Eichard Grenville in the Revenge, at the Island of Flores, 

■he being one of that fleet, and the first voyage she ever 

I made. I confess it was one of the greatest and sorrowfuUest 

I nghta that ever my eyes beheld, to see the cause the 

Spaniards had to boast, and no remedy in me to revenge it 

1 my tongue." He expressed, however, to his eountry- 

I men a hope of such future comfort, and offered to give them 

n condition of receiving ten, should he live to be at the 

I taking of that triumphal galleon ; its name was not likely to 

L CBcape his memory, lor it was St. A iidrcni,— and some of the 

f gala hrdvery which he attributed to the joy of this victory was 

I no doubt intended in honour of its patron saint upon his 
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festival. This passed only as an idle desire to see his word 
come to effect : to effect, however, it came, five years after- 
wards, in the Cadiz expedition ; for the Sf. Andrcn was one of 
the five galleons which were run ashore, and one of the two 
that were brought off by the conquerors, and Monson com- 
manded in the boat that saved and took possession of her.* 

A Portugese, by name Manoel Femandes, was at this 
time a prisoner in the castle. He had been in the service of 
the prior, Don Antonio, and having emigrated with him, hsd 
returned, as his emissary, to encourage the hopes of his party, 
and prepare them for taking up arms in his iavour when 
opportunity might offer : in this he wm discovered, and must 
have suffered death, if influence and money, which faave 
always been all but all-powerful in Portugal, had not been 
employed with such effect in his behalf that, after seven years* 
imprisonment, he was now on the point of being enlarged. 
Among the persons who visited him in prison was a pilot, who 
was usually employed to meet the Indian fleets, with letters 
directing tliem what course they should hold, according as 
information had been obtained concerning the English 
cruisers. It occurred to Monson that, by means of Femandes, 
it might be possible to corrupt this man, and give such 
intelligence to the queen's ships, as should enable them to 
fidl in with the treasure fleet. He made no scruple of pro- 
posing this design to Femandes, whose political feelings were 
in no degree mitigated either by time or the mercy that had 
been shown him ; and the pilot, who, if he were an Antonian 
at heart, would be hardly the less villain for betraying his 
trust, entered into the scheme. Monson then wrote letters to 
Lord Burleigh, and to the lord admiral, informing them of 
the train which he had thus laid. As he had a page who 
was allowed to wait on him in bis confinement this boy was 
to convey the letters, and they were secreted in the soles oi 
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his shoes. Unfortunately for all parties, Monson had been 
obIif(ed to use an £nf;Iishmitn as an interpreter. No Engliah- 
iTun could then reside in Portugal unless he professed the 
Portuguese religion ; and this person thought that he consulted 
best for his conscience and safety, and interest at the same time, 
by disclosing the plot. The boy was seized, and marched to 
Belem Castle, through one of those violent rains, which can 
hardly be imagined by those who have never witnessed 
them : to that rain both he and his master were indebted for 
their lives ; for it was not till they had lodged their prisoner 
at Belem that they ripped the soles of his shoes, and the 
letters had by that time been so thoroughly soaked that they 
were quite illegible, so that no proof whatever could be drawn 
troiu them. 

The Government, however, had such good reason for 
believing the informer's story, that they proceeded against 
Femandes for his old treason, and a day was appointed for 
executing his sentence of death. He consulted with Monson, 
and waa provided with a cudgel and a rope : by fixing the 
cudgel across two of the battlements of the wall, he might 
let himself down by the rope, and thus, it was hoped, take 
sanctuary in a church hard by : but upon closer intjuiry it was 
found that this could not be done in the day-time. They 
then called to mind, that over the room in which he lay was 
a chamber wherein soldiers had been Imlged, but which had 
been just left unoccupied. They cut a trap door through the 
ceiling of the one room, which was the floor of the other ; 
and when night came, Fernandes, who had procured a scab- 
bard and a woo<ien sword, ventured from the upper apart- 
ment, passed through the guards, who seeing the sword by 
his side took him for a soldier, to the wall, let himself down, 
and re.iched a place of concealment. Ere long the watch, 
or round as it is called, passing about the castle, espied tlie 
Ttipe by which he had descended ; the alarm was given ; the 
prisoners were questioned ; all agreed that Monson was the 
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likeliest person to have been privj' to the escape, and Monson 
accordingly was brought before a judge to be examined on 
the following morning. Every artifice was used that could 
either intimidate or tempt him to confess his part of the trans- 
action ; but he denied all knowledge of it ; pretended that it 
was impossible for him to plot with a man with whom he 
could carry on no conversation, because ciich was ignorant of 
the other's language ; and argued, that if he had done what 
he was accused of it could not be deemed an offence, for not 
having come into that land by his own will to carrj- on any 
designs against the state, but having been brougjit there as a 
prisoner of war, it was lawful for him to seek his own liberty, 
and to neglect no occasion wherein he might do service to 
his own prince and country. They could prove nothing 
against him that deserved punishment by the universal law of 
honour and arms ; and he bade them be wary what violence 
they offered him, for he had friends in England, and was of a 
nation that both could and would revenge any cruelty that 
might be used towards him. The boldest defence was the 
best, and Monson took the right ground when he spoke of 
the strength and spirit of the English people ; though the 
plea would have availed little if Femandes had been taken, 
for he had provided him with a letter addressed to all English 
captains at sea ; the design being that the fugitive should put 
himself into a fishing-boat and look out for a man-of-war to 
transport him to England. When the judge found that 
nothing could be drawn from him, he was remanded to the 
castle, with orders to be more strictly watched : no violence 
was used towards him, but no art left unattempted by which 
he might be entrapped. 

Femandes had faithful friends : among them he was con- 
cealed till the eagerness of the search for him had abated, and 
means could be taken for engaging a fishing-boat. At length 
he embarked, but with such ill fortu :e, tliat, having I 
fortnight at sea without meeting an English ship, and n 
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with sea-sickness, he was forced to return to shore, where he 
"lived some time among poor shepherds and herdsmen," till 
he thought that, disfigured as he was by fatigue, and sufferings, 
Mid exposure, and disguised also, he might venture to show 
himself, and ask alms. It so happened, however, that he 
hegged at the house of one who had been fellow-prisoner 
with him. This person recognised him, and immediately 
called a servant ; and Feniandes, not waiting to ascertain with 
what intention his old comrade had done this, run into the 
church thereby, and took sanctiuiry, thus betraying himself 
by his own fears. Information was immediately despatched 
to tlie cardinat prince, and he, paying no regard to the 
r nnctuar)', ordered him to be reconveyed to his ohl lodging in 
'Ae castle ; the law then proceeded against him, and he was 
condemned to deatli, not without grief to many of the 
beholders ; for Monson says : " He was a man of much good- 
ness and great charity ". The day of execution arrived, the 
last acts of religion were performed, and he was brought out 
of prison "with a winding-sheet lapped bandelier fashion 
about him ". Many gathered around to give him their last 
adieu ; and on taking leave of the soldiere he requested that 
in return for all his former kindness to them, one of them 
would with all speed hasten to the Miserlcordin, and inform 
the brethren of that institution of the injury done to God, 
themselves, and the Holy Church, by taking perforce a 
penitent sinner out of sanctuary. Femandes had made him- 
self so well liked during his long imprisonment, that happy 
was he who could make most speed upon this errand ; and 
Kome of tlie brethren making no delay hastened on horseback 
to the place of execution, " where tliey found poor Senhor 
Femandes ready to commend his spirit to God, and the 
hangman as ready to perform his office ". Tlieir interference 
was effectual, under a Government which implicitly conformed 
to whatever was required of it in the name of the Church ; 
and tiius his life was saved. Before this occurred Monson had 
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been released ; the conditions, for the performance of which 
he was detained in pledge, having been performed." 

The queen had given command "not to lay any Spanish 
vessel aboard with her ships, lest both might together be 
destroyed by fire '' ; and in this injunction the earl found so 
much inconvenience, that he chose rather " to seek out 
amongst the merchants than to make further use of the ships 
royal ". So he hired the Tiger of 600 tons, for 300/. a month 
wages, in which, and with his own ship the Samson, the 
Golden Noble, and two small vessels, he set forth. The winds 
proved so adverse, that three months' victuals were spent in 
harbours before tliey could get to the westward of Plymouth. 
This fiiistraled his chief design, which was to intercept the 
outward-bound carracks, and it consumed also the stores 
that had been provided for a West India voyage: the earl 
tlierefore transferred the command to Captain Norton, with 
orders to go for the Azores, and returned to London. The 
voyage proved a most eventful one. They called at Flores, 
where the English cruisers used to take in water and refresh- 
ments at will, bcciiuse the islanders had no means of resisting 
theni ; learning there that the homeward-bomid East India 
ships must be ne.ir, they spread themselves in quest, and ere 
long came in sight of the Saiila Cruz, which was some clays' 
sail a-head of her comrades. Tlie Portuguese made all sail 
for Angra ; and the pursuers, when within half a league of 
her, discovered an English ship standing to cross her way, so 
that she was fain to luff up, the wind being westerly, and 
make for the road of Lagens on the south of the Isle of 
Flores. The English vessel proved to be the Roebuck of «00 
tons, Sir John Burroughs, commander, the admiral of a 
squadron which Raleigh had fitted out. The wind soon feU, 
so us not to yield breath for spreading a sail ; and, as no way 
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3 rowed near enough the enemy to ascertain what she was, 
firhat burden, force, and countenance; hav[n^"made her 
exactly," he consulted with Norton, and they agreed to board 
her in the morning. A storm in the night forced them all 
to weigh anchor. " Yet their care was such in wrestling with 
! weather, not to lose the carrack, that in the morning, 
e tempest being qualified," they recovered the road and saw 
[«ie carrack waqied as near the shore a.s she could be brought, 
with all her sails up and flags flying. The Portuguese had 
carried all they could on shore, and then, at sight of the 
English, set fire to her, " that neither glory of victory nor 
lenefit of ship might remain to their enemies". The guns 
3 the Are reached them ; and lest the Englisli should 
■ to extinguish the fire, some of the Portuguese 
(trenched themselves near enough for defending the 
Burroug:hs ordered 100 men to disperse them : the 
so high that, for fear of losing their boats, the men 
up to the neck in water, and some over head and ears, 
fore they could reach the shore ; and then they were 
xd to climb on hands and knees up a steep hill, from the 
'top of which the islanders rolled great stones upon them ; but 
all difficulties were overcome by resolution and hope : they 
entered the town without further opposition, and then 

Etsessed tliemselves of what little had been landed, or was 
ifted on shore from the wreck. 
What was of more consequence, they obtained from some 
prisoners, by threats of torture, information that three larger 
carracks, at little distance, were holding the same course. By 
this time more of Raleigh's vessels had come up, with Sir 
Robert Cross in the Foreaighl, a queen's ship; their united 
numbers were now suflicient, by spreading from north to 
MUth, yet keeping in sight of one another, to discover the 
space of two whole degrees. On the fifth day the Madre 
de Dios came in sight, one of the largest carracks belonging 
to the crown of Portugal. Thomson, who came up with her 
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fint, in a ship of Sir John Hawkins's, "again and again 
dfilivered his penis as fnst as he could fire, and fnll astern to 
load again, thus hindering her way, though somewhat to his 
own cost, till the others could come up ". Buirouglu and the 
Coldrn Driigon came up next, and the former received a shot 
under water in the bread-room, which made him bear up to 
■top the leak. Sir Robert Cross then "coming to give his 
broadside, came so near, that, becalming his sail, be un- 
willingly fell aboard the carrack, which lashed his ship &st 
by the shrouds, and sailed away with her by her side ". The 
earl's aliips, being tlie worst sailers, came up last, about 
eleven at night, and Captain Norton had no intention to 
board the enemy before daylight, if there had not been a cry 
from the Foresight, " An you be men save the queen's ship ! "* 
Upon this he laid the carrack aboard on one side, while the 
Tiger boarded her on the other, through the Foresight. That 
ship took the opportunity to free herself A desperate 
struggle ensued when the men litul entered into the fore- 
chains, " the forecastle being so high, that without any 
resistance the getting up had been difficult ; but here wu 
atrang resistance, some irrecoverably falling by the board, and 
the assault continued an hour and half, so brave a booty 
making the men fight like dragons". But when the fore- 
castle vfas won, the Portuguese sought where to hide them- 
selves. The English turned to pillage, " and were ready to 
go to the eais about it, each man lighting a candle " ; and by 
this they liad nearly lost their price, for by their carelessness 
they fired a cabin, in which were some hundred cartridgea, 
and ihey were as eager then to foisalce tbe canack as tfa^ 
bad been to board her, if Norton and seme others had aot 
* adrmtured the qnnichtng of that flKne ". 

Wh*n the priatwets were seeowJ, the general " first had 
presen ted to his eyes tbe true piviportkMi of tbe vast body <rf' 
Ait canvdc. whkh." says Uie writer in HaUojt, " did then, 
and WKg slil^ j>>^ pr<H<oke tbe ad nu r at JM of all nea oat 
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fomierly acquainted with such a sight. But albeit this first 
appcaiance of the hugeness thereof yielded eights enough to 
entertain our men's eyes, yet the pitiful object of so many 
bodies slain and dismembered couJd not but draw each man's 
eye to see, and heart to lament, and hands to help, those 
miserable people, whose limbs were torn with the violence of 
shot. No man could almost step but upon a dead carcass or 
a bloody floor, but especially about the helm ; for the great- 
ness of the steerage requiring the labour of twelve or fourteen 
luea at once, and some of our ships beating her in at the 
s^em with her ordnance, oftentimes with one shot slew four or 
five labouring on either side of the helm ; whose room being 
stilt furnished with fresh supplies, and our artillery still 
playing upon them with coutinuaJ volleys, it could not be but 
tlwt much blood should be shed in that place. Whereupon 
our general, moved with singular commiseration of their 
misery, sent tliein his own cliirurgeons, denying them no 
possible help or relief tliat he or any of his company could 
«Sbrd them." It may be feared tliat such humanity, at that 
time, deserved this special commendation ; but Sir John 
Burroughs acted towards his prisoners with agenerosity which 
was not less rare ; for, " moved with compassion of human 
miseiy, and not to add too much affliction to the afflicted, he 
dismissed the captain and most of his followers freely to 
their own country, and for that purpose bestowed them in 
one of the earl's vessels, furnished with all things necessary ". 
The captain, Don Fernando de Mendoza, was "a gentleman 
of noble birth, well stricken in years, well spoken, of comely 
personage, of good stature, but of hard fortune. Twice he 
had been taken prisoner by the Moors and ransomed by the 
king ; and he had been wrecked on the coast of Sofala, in a 
carrack which he commanded, and, having escaped the sea 
dxnger, fell into the hands of intidels on shore, who kept him 
under long and grievous servitude." The prisoners who were 
thus released were not searched : so rich a prize, indeed, 
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might well content the captore ; and they who liad lost so 
much might be permitted to carry with them such of their 
own valuables as they could. Tliey had, however, the ill hap 
to fall in with other English cruisers, who took from them, 
"thus negligently dismissed," says our narrator, "dOOdiamonds, 
besides otjier odd ends ". 

About 800 black men (if that number be not overstated) 
were landed on the Island of Corvo. Having thus disposed 
of their prisoners, contention almut the prize was " well-nigh 
kindling in the commanders, being so many and so diversely 
employed ". But Burroughs, " to cut off the unprofitable 
spoil and pillage," to which he saw that ninny were inclined, 
promptly and prudently took charge of the whole in the 
queen's name, the others consenting ; for, indeed, it appeared, 
upon "a slender rummaging of such things as 6rst came to 
hand, that the wealth would arise nothing disanswcrable 
to expectation, but that the variety and grandeur of all 
rich commodities would be more than sufficient to content 
both the adventurer's desire and the soldier's travaiL And 
here," says our narrator, "I cannot but enter into the con- 
sideration and acknowledgment of God's great favour towards 
our nation, who, by putting this purchase into our hands, 
hath manifestly discovered those secret trades and Indian 
riches, which hitherto lay strangely hidden and cunningly 
concealed from us ; whereof there was among some few of 115 
some small and imperfect glimpse only whicji now is turned 
into the broad light of full and perfect knowledge. Whereby 
it should seem that the will of God for our good is (if our 
weakness could apprehend it) to have us communicate with 
them in those East Indian treasures, and, by the erection 
of ft lawful traffic, to better our means to advance true religion 
and His holy service. The carrack being in burden, by the 
estimation of the wise and experienced, no less tlian 
I6OO tons, had fiill £KH) of those stowed with the gross bulk 
of merchandise ; the rest of the tonnage being allowed, p.'xrtlj' 
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> the onlnuncc, which were thirly-two pieces of brass of all 
■, partly to the passengers aiid the victuals, which (xiuld 
t be any small quantity, considering the number of persons, 
I ^Iwtween 600 and 700,— and the length of tlie navigation. 
To give yvii a taste, as it were, of the oommodities, it shall 
suffice to deliver you a general particularity of them, according 
to the catalogue taken at Leadeohall, the 15th of Septeniberi 
1592. (It is remarkable that this should have been the place 
where an account was taken of the first East Indian cargo 
that was ever brought to England.) Upon good view it was 
found that the principal wares, after the jewels (which were 
no doubt of great value, though they never came to light), 
Monsisted of spices, drugs, silks, calicoes, quiltn, carpetn, and 
fttRilours, etc. The spices were pepper, cloves, maces, nutmegs, 
^4lnDamon, green ginger. The drugs were benjamin, frank- 
ubcense, galingale, rairabolans, aloes, socotrtna, camphlrc. 
'■-Tbe eilk-s, damasks, tatfatas, sarcenets, altobassos, that is, 
oounterfeit cloth of gold, unwrought China silk, sleaved silk, 
white twisted silk, curled cypress. The calicoes were book 
calicoes, calico-lawns, broad white calicoes, line starched 
ralicoes, coarse white calicoes, brown broad calicoes, brown 
coone calicoes. There were also canopies and coarse diaper 
towels, quilts of coarse sarcenet and of calico, carpets like 
those of Turkey ; whereunto are to be added the pearl, musk, 
civet, and ambergris. The rest of the wares were many in 
Dumber, but less in value, as elephants' teeth, porcelain vessels 
of China, cocoa-nuts, hidesi, ebon wood as black as jet, bed- 
■teads of the same, cloth of the rinds of trees, very strange 
br the matter, and artificial in workmanship. All which piles 
of commodities, being by menof approved judgment rated but 
in reasonable sort, amounted to no less than 150,000/., which 
being divided among the adventurers, whereof her Majesty 
■■B the chief, was sufficient to yield contentment to lUI 
futim."* 

* HaUuyl, ii., 198. 
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But, in truth, the parties were not contented : they had 
expected &r too much, and they received somewhat too 
little. The Earl of Cumberland's share had been estimated 
by his friends, " according to his emplojinent of ships and 
men," to two or three milhons, so extravagant were their 
notions ! " But because his commission, large enough other- 
wise, had not provided for the case of his return, and substi- 
tuting another in his place, some adjudged it to depend on 
the queen's mercy and bounty." * The queen's adventure in 
this voyage was only two ships, one only of which, and that 
the least, was at the capture, and would have been carried 
off by the carrack, like a lark in a hawk's talons, if the carl's 
ships had not come to the rescue; yet of this title, "joined 
with her royal authority," she made such use, that the 
adventurers were fain to submit themselves to her pleasure, 
»nd "she dealt but indifferently with them," says Monson;t 
— rather, indeed, anything but indifferently. The lioness 
took her share ; and the jackals also helped themselves well, 
u well at her cost as that of the other claimants. The queen 
had not " the account of the fifth part of her value, by reason 
of some men's embexzting, and the earl was fain to accept 
of S6,000l., for hun and his, as out of gift "4 

The siie of the carrack excited great admimtioo. She htd 
nearly been wrecked on tlie Scllly rocks, and having pnt 
into Dartmouth, was unladen there, and the goods sent to 
London in ten vessels. " But to the end that the bigness, 
height, length, breadth, and other dimensions, of so huge a 
vessel might by tlie exact rules of geometrical observations be 
truly taken, botli for present knowledge and derivation also 
of the same unto posterity, one M. Robert Adams, a man, in 
his fiiculty, of excellent skill, omitted nothing in the descrip- 
tion which eitlier his art could demonstrate, or any man's 
judgment think wortliy the memory. After an exquisite 

• Putthu. 1 145. t P- 165. J PurchM. 
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survey of the whole frame, he found the length from the 
beftk-beail to the stem (whereupon was erected a lantern) to 
contain Ifi.^ foot. The breadth in thesecondclosedcck (whereof 
she had three), this being the place where there was most 
extension of breadth, was forty-six foot ten inches. She 
drew in water thirty-one foot «t her departure from Cochim 
in India, but not above twenty-six at her arrival in Dartmouth, 
being lightened in her voya^'e by divers means some five fool. 
She carried in height seven »e^veral stories, one main orlop, 
tliree close decks, one fore-castle, and a spar-deck of two 
floors apiece. The length of the keel was 100 foot, of the 
main mast 131, and the circuit about at the pnrtners ten 
foot seven; the main yard was IO(i foot long. By which 
perfect com mensuration of tile parts appeareth the hugeness 
of the whole, far beyond the mould of the biggest shipping 
used among us either for war or receit."* " Being so 
huge at'd unwieldy a ship," says another writer, "she was 
never removed from Dartmouth, but there laid up her 
bones, "t 

The success of this Inst voyage encouraged the earl to more 
adventures ; and he imputed his former failures more to the 
negligence or unfaithfulness of those whom he had employed 
to lay in his stores, than to any other cause. His objections 
to the queen's ships seem to have been removed by the 
bravery with which the Foresight had run aboard the great 
Madre de Diot ; and planning now two expeditions at the 
same time, he obtained two ships royal, which he victualled 
himself, and with seven others in company sailed for the coast 
of Spain, irom whence he despatched three of these to the 
West Indies. On the Spanish coast he had the good fortune 
to fidl in with two French vessels from St. Msloes : that port 
held for the Jjcague ; the ships therefore were accounted 
Spaniards, and they were rich enough to repay the costs of 
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his voyage more than threefold. One day, being separated 
from the rest of his fleet, off Peniche, he met with twelve 
hutks in the same plftce where Monaon had been captured 
by the galleys exactly two years before on the same day. 
He required from them that respect which was due to her 
Majesty's ship ; and they, presuming upon the strength of 
twelve against one, not considering how much better that 
one was prepareil for war, refused to render it. After two 
hours' fight he brought them to his mercy ; and they to 
obtain it delivered up a great quantity of ammunition which 
they carried for tlie King of Spain's service. And here the 
earl committed an error that might have cost him dear ; for, 
standing out to sea with some of these hulks, he left Monson 
in his long boat with fifty men to rummage the others. 
Towards evening, those which he had under his custody gave 
him the slip, and returned to their comrades ; and Monson 
would again have been made prisoner in his turn if he had 
not leaped out of the vessel into his boat on one side as they 
boarded him on the other ; and in so doing he received a hurt 
in the leg, which annoyed him during the remainder of his 
life. 

The earl, upon the intelhgence which he obtained here, 
made for the Western Islands, hoping to fall in with the 
carracks before they should meet the Portuguese fleet which 
had been ordered thither to convoy them. One of that fleet 
he captured off the Isle of Flores ; but being fur too weak to 
encounter their whole force, of which he obtained sight the 
next day, he stood off to avoid them, and hovered about for 
three weeks, till he learned that the carracks had passed 
safely. By this time he had been taken ill : and life is said 
to have been saved by cow's milk, Monson having ventured 
ashore in Corvo, and there obtained a milch cow, what with 
threats and what with promises of reward. They then made 
homeward ; and the whole fleet were so parted during a 
CKlmj which lasted several days^ that they never saw each. 
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other again till they met in England some four or five weeks 
afterwards. This was the most gainful voyage that the earl 
made "before or after ".• 

Meantime the three ships which had been despatched 
to the West Indies reached St, Lucia, refreshed themselvea 
there, and made for the pearl fishery at Margarita. That 
fishery was carried on in four rttHchrrien, or assemblages of 
huts: six or seven such villages were erected on different 
parts of the coast, though only one at a time was occupied : 
and when the fishery failed in one place, the persons engaged 
in it removed to another, the empty huts being always ready 
for them. The pearls, for safety, were carried monthly to 
Margarita, which stood about three leagues from the shore. 
Langton, who commanded the privateers, having taken a 
Spaniard, and learned from him the situation of the inhabited 
raticheria, surprised it by a night march with twenty-eight 
men, and carried off about 9000/. worth of pearls. After- 
wards, he brought the ships there, and compelled the inhabit- 
ants to ransom their huts and canoes for as many pearls as 
were valued at 2000 ducats. The alarm had now been given, 
and when they tried a landing at Cumana they were fain to 
retire, not without loss. They had no better fortune on anv 
part of the Spanish main. Making then for Hispaniola, they 
were glad to provide themselves with water upon the little 
Island of Savona, procured by digging a hole not twenty paces 
from the wash of the sea, and setting a hogshead therein 
with the head knocked out, by which means, water, "losing 
its saltness in thai passage," was plentifully taken. They 
now coasted along, exacting contributions from the different 
tilarKias and iagenios, tliat is to say, breeding farms and sugar 
works, as they went. After eight months spent to little 
profit in hovering about Hi.spaniola, Jamaica, and Cuba, they 
made for the Bay of Honduras, and within four leagues of 



, 166, Purchai, 114G. 



1S8 



ENGLISH SEAMEN 



Porto Cavallo descried seven ships in the road. Though they 
were then only two in company they «nchored within caliTer 
shot, moored their ships head and stem, and bent their 
broadsides unto tliem, and there fought all that day with 
those seven ships, and all night now and then a shot. Tht 
next day they brought a vessel of twenty tons from the shore, 
Bet her on fire, and endeavoured with their boats to bring 
her across the Admiral; but when the Spaniards saw their 
intent they got into their boats and made for the land, carry- 
ing the rudders with them, that none should sail away with 
the ships. Ttie English laded the Admirnl with the best out 
of the other vessels, and sent ashore to ask if the Spaniards 
would ransom the rest ; and as the answer was delayed, they 
first fired one which was laden with hides and logwood, and 
then another with a cargo of sarssparilla; but all such ransom- 
ing had been forbidden by the king, and the privateers were 
left to take their own course. Nothing more is related of 
their proceedings, except that they lieavcj the ordnance 
overboard, saving two or three brass pieces, in hope some 
Englishmen might be the better for them aftenvards, brought 
■way the Aflminl of 250 tons, and carried this prize safely 
to Plymouth.* 

In the ensuing year, the earl set forth on his eighth voyage, 
■t his own cliarge, with the help of some adventurers. The 
ibrce consisted of the Roi/nl Exckwigr. 350, Captain George 
Cave ; the Mai/ Flower, of the same burden, Vice-Admiral 
Captain William Antony ; the Samson, Rear-Admiral Captain 
Nicholas Downton ; a caravel, and a small pinnace. Early 
in April they sailed from Plymouth, came in sight of St. 
Michael's at the I)eginning of June, and ten days afterwards 
they descried a great Indian ship, whose burden they estimated 
at 2000 tons ; and which, indeed, was one of the largest ships 
ever employed in the Indian trade.+ The fete of this 
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I mhappy ship has been fully recorded by the Portuguese as 

* -well as by the Euglish. 

The name of this earrack was the Cinco Chagat, or Five 
WoundSj in reverential honour of which it had, with the usual 
Romish ceremonies on such occasions, been named. The 
Capitam Mor Francisco de Mello embarked in her from Goa, 
in 15.q:;, at the same time that the other ships of the fleet 
sailed from Cochim ; all, according to the customary and fatal 
improvidence of the Portuguese, deeply overladen. After 
vainly endeavouring to make the Cape, the CItagas, with much 
difiiculty, put back to Mozambique, and wintered there. 
Thither also the Nasarelk put back, arriving in such a state 
that it was found impossible to repair her. She had been 
built of ill-seasoned timber, and^ in consequence of over-freight, 
bad suffered so much in had weutlier that her reaching the 
island was considered little less than miraculous ; and there 
also arrived 117 Portuguese and 65 slaves, l)cing the remainder 
of the crew of the ship Si. Alberto : that slilp had been 
wrecked upon the Penedo dos Pontes; and Nuno Velho, 
formerly commandant at Sofala, taking command of the 
people, directed their course so well, that, by an inland 
journey of 300 leagues, he brought them in three months to 
the Isle of Inhnca, and from thence found means of em- 
barking them for Mozambi<|ue. Of all the other Portuguese 
ships, many as they were, which had been wrecked upon that 
&tai coast, the people, though in very many cases they got 
to shore, had always perished ; and there are no tales of 
shipwreck more deeply distressful than the tkithful relations 
which have been presen-ed respecting their sufferings. 
Many of these people deemed it better to return to India 
than pursue a voyage which had so miserably begun. For 
others who persevered room was made in the Chagas ; aud 
that ship, taking on board the jewels of tlie other two 
vessels (for this part of the Si. Alberto's treasures had 
been saved), and the whole lading of the Natarelh, sailed 



ISO 



ENGLISH SEAMEN 



once more For Europe, her crew consisting of about IWO 
personSj of wliom 270 were slaves.* 

Before this ill-fated vessel passed the Cape it encountered 
long and frequent storms, whLch compelled it to throw over- 
board much of its cargo, and some of its provisions also. AU 
on board expected that they should have made for St. Helena, 
when the captain produced his instructions, whereby, upon a 
report that the English would be there, he was forbidden to 
touch at that place ; and ordered, in case his food or water 
ran low, to put into St. Paulo de Loanda. These orders, 
though against his own judgment, he thought it his duty to 
obey: to I^oanda therefore he went, remained there a few 
days, took many slaves on board, and meeting soon afterwards 
with the usual calms in that pestikntial region, the btal 
disease known by the name of the mal de loanda carried off 
about half the crew, and left the survivors in a state of 
miserable weakness. His further instructions were to make 
for the Isle of Corvo, where there would be a fleet to protect 
him ; but at Mozambique he had teamt the destruction of 
the Sanla Cruz, and the capture of the Madre de Dioi ; and 
having held a council when they came in the latitude of the 
Azores, it was resolved that they should avoid those islands 
altogether. Before, however, three days had elapsed, a 
mutinous representation against this determination was got 
up among the soldiers ; and upon inquiring into the state of 
the stores the report was, that it was absolutely necessary 
to touch at the islands, and there lake in provisions and 
water, Accordingly they steered for Corvo; and being fully 
aware that privateers would be cruising in that direction, they J 
prepared, as well as their debilitated state would permit, fiv I 

'Hiiloria Tragico-Marilima, a., 507-511. liithe8amevolunie{pp.Ii7. 
313) theic is a full and mosl intcrealing relation of the shipwreck of 
the Santo Albtrlo, ami (he aubsequent march of the crew, till they 
embarked for Mozambique : the account was drawn up by Joaro Baptiita 
I.avanha, the king's chief cosmographe 
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A little while fortune &voured them. They came 
n Bight of Corvo ; but the wind prevented theni fruoi coining 
bo ancbor there : they stood therefore for Fayal, and off that 
island fell ia with the Earl of Cumberland's squadron.* 

"The Mai/ Fimver first ["ot up to her, and received an un- 
welcome salutation. In the night, the Samson came in, and 
continued the fight, and at last the admiral. They agreed 
that the admiral should lay the earrack aboard on tlie prow, 
the vice-admiral on the waist, and the rear-admiral on the 
quarter; but it fell out that the admiral, laying her aboard at 
the loof, recoiled astern, the vice-admiral being so near that 
she was fain to run with her bolt-sprit between the two 
quarters, which forced the rear-admiral to lay her aboard on 
tlie bow." Tlie Portuguese had pledged themselves to each 
other that they would defend the ship to the last, and rather 
perish with her in tlie sea or in the flames, than surrender so 
rich a prise to the heretics. There were many brave and 
lionounible men on board of the uhl Portuguese stamp, capable 
of adhering to such a resolution ; but those wbo had no honour 
to lose, and lives at stake, were so greatly the majority thai 
if there had been an alternative they would not have been 
allowed to choose. One of the most distinguished persona, 
Don Rodrigo de Cordoba, had buth his legs shattered ; and, 
as he was carried below in a dying state, he exclaimed : " Sirs, 
I have got this in the discharge of my duty. Be of good 
heart : let no one forsake his post ; and let us be consumed 
rather than taken." According to the Portuguese, the 
privateers twice boarded the carrack, and were twice driven 
out : a third time they boarded, one of them bearing a white 
flag, as expecting that tlie Portuguese would gladly accept 
the proposal of surrendering: in iact they liad begun to 
waver; but the Englishman who carried this flag, was the 
fint of that party who was killed ; and when a second pilot 

• Uijioria Trngico-MtiriUma, ii., 511-514. 
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hoisted another flag at the poop, Nuno Velho tlirew it mer- 
board, and would have killed the man if be had not escaped 
by speedy flight. The English, indeed, suffered considerable 
loss : they had one and twenty slain. Antony, their vice- 
admiral, was killed ; Downton, the rear-admiral, crippled ibr 
life ; and Cave, who commanded the earl's ship, mortally 
wounded by a shot through both legs. But the privateersj 
in the heat of aetion, seem to have forgotten that booty was 
their object, and, instead of endeavouring to take possession 
of the carraek, aimed at destroying her. " After many 
bickerings," saya the writer in Purchas, "fire-works flew about 
interchangeably. At last, tlie vice-admiral, with a culverin 
shot at hand, hred the carrack in her stem, and the rear- 
admiral her fore-eastle, by a shot that gave fire to the mat 
on the beak-head, from thence turning to the mat on the 
bolt-sprit, and so ran up to the topsail-yard ; they plying and 
maintaining their fires so well with their small shot that 
many of those which came to quench them were slain. These 
fires increased so sore, that the vice-admiral's fore-saU and 
fore-topsail were both burnt ; the rear-admiral being in like 
predicament ; while the admiral, with much danger and 
difficulty, quenched the fires thrown into her from the carrack. 
To save themselves in this heat and fury, the admiral and 
vice-ndmiral fell off, leaving the rear-admiral foul of the 
carrack 's spritsail-yard, in great danger to have been consumetl 
with her, had they not helped her off" w ith their boats." * 

A scene more dreadful than the action itself ensued. P. 
Frey Antonio, a Franciscan, was seen, with a crucifix in his 
hand, encouraging the poor wretches to commit themselves 
to the waves and to God's mercy, rather than perish in the 
flames. The greater part threw themselves overboard, clinging 
to such things as were cast into the sea for them to float by. 
TJie English boats, it is said, made no endeavour to save any 



* Hislorin Tragico-Maritima, ii., jij-5ig. Purchat, 1147. 
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of them : it is even affirmed that they butchered in the water 
]o came near and entrettted tt> be taken on board. 
The rear-admiral's boat must, however, be exempted from this 
strociouE charge ; for by that boat Nuno Velho was picked up, 
Braz Correa, the captain of the Nasarelh, and three other 
persons : ten more, it appears by the Portuguese account, 
were in like maimer saved. Among the passengers in this 
unfortunate ship were two Portuguese ladies of high birth, 
Doiia Isabel Pereira, a widow, whose father had been chief 
captain of the Island of Goa, and whose liusband, Diogo de 
Mello Coutinho, had held the command in Ceylon: her 
daughter. Dona Luiza de Mello, a young and beautiful damsel, 
was with her. They had been wrecked in the SanUi Alberto, 
mud had performed a journey of nearly 1000 mites after that 
wreck, through CafTraria, on foot ; and when many of their 
fellow-sufferers returned from Mozambique to India, they 
had resolved on resuming their voyage, because the young 
lady was going to take possession of her entailed property at 
Evora, Mother and daughter, when they saw that no help 
was to be hoped for from the privateers, and that they 
had to choose between the fire and the water, fastened them- 
selves together with a Franciscan cord ; and their bodies, 
thus fastened, were cast ashore upon the Island of Fayal, 
According to the Portuguese statement, about 500 persons 
perished in the ship ; according to the English, there were 
more than 1100 on board wlien she left Loanda, of whom 
only fifteen were saved ! Nuno Velho and Braz Correa were 
brought prisoners to England, where the earl is said to have 
treated tbem well, and to have entertained them a whole year 
as his guests : they were then ransomed for 3000 cruzados, 
which Nuno Velho jiaid for both.* 

It was not, however, imniediati'ly after this deplorable 
action that the earl sailed homeward : he continued cruising 



' Hitloria Trtigko-iiaTitiina,'u.,5io-%lb. Purchas, 114S. 
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among the islands about n month longer, when they cftme in 
sight of another carraclt of 1500 tons, homeward bound from 
India. They took her for a Sf>aiiish ship of war, and under 
that mistake began a more cautious action. After a while » 
boat was sent to summon her to surrender to the Queen of 
England's ships under the Earl of Cumberland's command, 
unless she would undergo the same fate as the Chagas; to 
bear testimony of which two prisoners were put in the boat, 
and, the Portuguese say, bound. The Portuguese captain 
relumed a brai'e answer : he acknowledged Don Philip, King 
of Spain, he said, not the Queen of England ; and if the Earl 
of Cumberland hnd been at the burning of the Cinco CAagai, 
so had he, D. Luis Couttnhu, been at the defeat and capture 
of Sir Richard Grenville in the Queen of England's ship the 
lifvenge. Let the earl do what he dared for his queen, and 
he, D. Luis, would do what he was able for his king : hi* 
ship WAS homeward bound from India, tadeii with riches, and 
with many jewels on board ; let the English take her if they 
could ! The fight was then renewed,* but intermitted by 
the calm, and remitted (as the Engjinh relater allows) by the 
remisser company, their captains being slain and wounded ; 
" whereupon they gave over," and sailed for England, " having 
done much harm to the enemy, and little good to them- 
selves ■'.+ 

"The enrl, not liking his ill parlage in the Madrc de Dia», 

' TliG Portugese account ilates, Ihit the English attempted (odestioy 
this ship, by converting the eul's vessel, which wa« an old one. into a 
fire-stiip ; but tbal Ihey weie prevented ftom grappling the cicrack. first. 
by a shot lliat carried away the eail'a foremast, and then by a thunder- 
storm, during which Coulinho got so much ahead of the disabled ship, 
that the other two dared not pursue them farther (p. 527). This is lets 
probable than the English account. It is unlikely that the earl would 
have aacriticed his own ship; and slill more so, after the recent file 
of the Chaga!, that he should have sought to destroy thecarrack, instead 
of attempting 10 capture it. 

t Purchas, 114S. HUloria Tragico-Mnritina, a., 526-328. 
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□or this unhappier loss of two rarrarks for want of sufficient 
atrength to Uke them, built a ship of his own of 800 tons • at 
:ptford, which the queen, at her launching, named the 
'ge of Malict.i the best ship that had ever before been 
It by any subject." In this, with three other vessels m 
company, he would have made what is called his ninth 
w^-age ; but when he hud reached Plymouth, the queen recalled 
him ; and the ships took only thrt-e Baltic vessels laden with 
Spanish property of little value. He set forth again in the 
ensuing year, but sprung his mainmast, and was forced to 
return. His next enterprise ivas upon a smaller scale ; for 
Essex and the lord admiral going to the coast of Spain with 
• large fleet of the queen's, together with a squadron of 
Flemish men of war, "his lordship thought good to await some 
gleanings in so great a vintage ", So be sent out Captain 
Francia Slingsby, in the Atccnsion of SCO tons, carrying thirty- 
four guns and 120 men, "chiefly to look for such ships as 
should come from Lisbon ". The captain got sore wounded 

• Puichas lays 900 ; but Monson is better authocily ; she was " pro- 
portioned in all dtgiees to equal any of her Majesty's ships of that tank, 
and no way inferior to thera in sailing, or other property or condition 
of ships ". Monson states the eatl's motives for building her. " At 
laat my lord." he says, "began discreetly to considei the obligation 
be had to the queen for the loan of her ships from time to time ; and 
witbal weighed what feat of dnngei he biought himself into, if unluckily 
any of those ships should miscaity ; fot he valued the reputation of tbe 
leau of them at the late of his life. Upon these considerations, no 
peisuasions being of force to divert him [rom attempting some great 
action on the sea, where he had spent much time and money ; and 
thinking thereby, as well to enrich himself, as to show bis forwardness 
to do his prince and country service, he resolved to build a ship from 
tbe (locks, that should equal the middle rank of her Majesty's : an act 
M noble and bo tare, it being a thing never undertaken befbte by a 
SUbjecl, (hat it deserved immortal fame " [p. 189). 
^^ I The Malicc-Scoorgc, Monson calls it ; " for by that name, it seema 
^Blle latted the envy of some thai repined at his honourable achievement " 
K;<Sg). 
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in a vain attempt macie ivith his boats against a caravel : after 
which the Spanish admiral set forth nix sliips against him; 
and himself and another ship, falling in with the Ascennon, laid 
aboard, one on the bow and the otiif r on the quarter ; " and 
now the mouths of the great ordnance, being near in place to 
whisper, roared out their thmiders, and pierced thorow and 
thorow on all bands ; which ended, the Spaniards leaped into 
the fore-chains and main-chains, thinking to have entered 
the ship, but were bravely repelled. And the English, seeing 
many together under the admiral's half-deck, discharged 
among them a fowler laden with case shot, to their no BmsU 
harm, so that the Spanianls were content to fall olf. Of ours, 
two and twenty were slain and hurt ; which loss lighted as 
much on them which hid themselves, as those which stood to 
the fight. To prevent the like 'afterwards, they put safe in 
hold the chirurgeon, carpenter, and cooper, for the public 
dependence on them ; and made fust the hatches, that others 
should not seek refuge. But the Spanish admiral tacked 
about and went in for Lisbon ; and the Ascension, continuing 
till they had but a fortnight's provision left, returned, with 
hurt to themselves and loss also to bis lordship." 

From the conduct of the men in this action, and from other 
instances, it appears that an English sea captain could not, in 
those days, rely with that perfect confidence upon his crew, 
which has unifonnly been felt within ntir remembrance. The 
national character was always brave; but that national spirit 
had not yet been formed among our sailors, which renders 
courage as much n moral principle as an animal impulse. 

The earl's success in so many adventures hod not been such 
as would liave encoui^ged a prudent man to repeat them ; 
but a prudent man would not have engaged in them at firet 
He now obtained letters patent authorising him to levy sea 
«nd land forces, and pi-cpared for the greatest expedition that 
bad ever been undertaken by a subject without the assistaace 
of the sovereign, both in number of ships and 'ind forces. 
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The force consisted of eiglileeii sail; and the earl "having 
by several voyages before attained to a perfect knowledge in 
affairs," took the command in person. " Besides his 
genera] design to take, destroy, or any way else to impoverish 
and impeach the King of Spain or his subjects, he grounded 
voyage upon two hopes," The first was that of intercept- 
ing the outward-bound East Indiaincn as soon as they should 
sail from the Tagus. The time oftheirdeparture was certain; 
it could not be later than April ; and as in burden they 
exceeded all other European ships, and went out fiill freighted 
with commodities for the East Indies, and much money also 
was sent out in them, they would have abundantly enriched 
him and the other adventurers. This was his first hope. His 
other was, if this should tail, to make an attempt with his 
land forces upon some island or town " that would yield him 
wealth and riches, being the chief end of his undertaking," 
— a most unworthy one for one bom of such a line, in such a 
station, and to such an inheritance ! The success of his first 
object depended greatly upon the secrecy of the expedition ; 
and if he had done well and providently, "his fleet," says 
Monson, "should have been furnished, without rumour, noise, 
or notice, in several Imrbours ; and the men should not have 
known the design of their voyage, nor that they were to meet 
■nd compose a main fleet". The whole fleet, however, 
usembled at Plymouth, and sailed from tiience on the 6th of 
Hareh. 

The wind being prosperous, though there was much of it, 
their passage was so fair us to put him in hope that God had 
prepared them an unlooked-for fortune, if it were well handled, 
and thnt he might get sure intelligence concerning the de- 
parture of the curracka ; " the doing of which undiscovered," 
says he, " though hard, yet I knew was not impossible for hira 
thatcould well work " ; and considering the mighty importance, 
he resolved to do it himself, taking with him two other ships ; 
which two only he meant should be seen on the coasts ; and 
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accordingly heleft the restofthe fleet, appointing them whereto 
lie till he should rejoin tliem. " But God," says he, "whose 
will a beyond man's resolutions, forced me to alter this ; for 
my masts, not made so sufScientty as I expected, both now 
began to show their weakness, especially my mainmast, which 
i continually looked would have gone overboard. My mariners 
were at their wits' end ; and I protest I would have given 
5000/, for a new one ; the greatest part of my strength both 
by sea and land having been lost, if that ship had returned 
in this extremity. Hearing all that would, I heard many 
opinions to little purpose." So he resolved for himself (though 
many thought it dangerous, lest the wind should with a storm 
come up at W.N.W.) to go to the Berlings, and there ride 
till his masts were fished. He knew the road, which no one 
else in the ship did ; and his fear was not of the wind, but 
lest he should be discovered, being within three leagues of 
Peniche, from whence caravels came off to fish. " Go thither," 
says he, " I must, hopeless otherwise to repair those desperate 
ruins. My ship was black, which well furthered ray device ; 
and though she were great, yet showed not so afar oC 
Wherefore 1 came in about eight of the clock at night upon 
Thursday, when I was sure all the fishermen were gone to 
Bell their fish at Lisbon, and from the main they could not 
make me. Before the morning I had down my topmasts, 
my main yard unrigged, and all things ready for my car- 
penters to work. The small ships with me 1 made stand off 
to sea all day, that, not having any in my company, I should 
be the less suspected ; and thus with a strange flag dancing 
u)>on my poop, I rid, without giving chase to any, as though I 
had been some merchant, every day divers ships coming by 
me that were both good prise, and had been worth the 
taking." By working night and day, he was ready to sail on 
Saturday night. The fishermen would return to their fishing 
ground on the night following ; and his hope was to get 
away undiscovered by them, and rejoin his fleet, which he 
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had appointed to w&it for him in the same latitude, between 
twenty and thirty leagues off.* 

At night, however, he heard firing between him and the 
shore, and rightly guessed that it was his own small ship and 
little pinnace in action with a vessel which they had seen 
them chasing to windward before the night closed ; and 
judging, also, that she was above their strength, he slipped his 
anchor, and "soon came to help the poor little ones, much 
over-matched". He took her for a Biscay an, and therefore 
concluded that she would fight well ; and, in fact, she returned 
such an answer to his broadside, that he had three men 
killed, six or seven hurt, and his ship shot in six or seven 
places, some of them very dangerous. But, upon boarding 
and taking her, she proved to be a Hamburgher laden with 
prohibited commodities. Much as this action exposed him 
to discover}', he got out of sight of land by daybreak ; 
succeeded, by stratagem, in capturing a fishing-boat from the 
Tngus ; and learned from the men, that, with the next fair 
wind, five carracks would sail, " with more treasure on board 
than ever went in one year for the Indies, and also twenty- 
five ships for Brazil. This welcome news," says the esrl, 
"was accompanied with the meeting agnin of my whole fleet, 
which at that very instant I descried : so now being joined, 
I wished for nothing but a happy hour to see those long- 
looked-after monsters, whose wealth exceeds their greatness, 
yet be they the greatest ships in the world." Not doubling 
to meet them now, and well knowing the way they would 
come, and being made restless by the joy of such hope, the 
eari and his fleet " continued gazing for that which came 
not," till disappointment stared them in the face ; then the 
commander stooti for the Tagus in one of his smaller vessels, 
captured a boat, :ind leumed, that at the time he tcxik the 
filst fishing-boat, a ship, with Spaniards on boaixl, from 
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England, had arrived at Lisbon, which ship was in Plymouth* 
when he sailed from the sound, and had given intelligence 
that he was at sea, and that his object certainly was to 
intercept the Indian fleet He leanied, also, that caravels 
had been sent out to search everywhere for him ; one of 
which, when he returned to his fleet, he understood bad 
come by them to windward, and discovered them all. + 

It was now evident, that the carracks would alter Uieir 
course, if they put to sea at all ; and, in despair of winning 
them by any other means, the earl went again to the Tagus, 
to see whether they were come so low down the river that 
it might be possible to board them in the night. The wind 
favoured him; he got in between the Cachopos,J and saw 
them riding in the Bay of Oeyras. " Here," says he, " liad I 
too much of my desire, seeing what 1 desired to see, but 
hopeless of the good I expected by seeing them; for they 
were where no good could be done uj>on them, riding withiD 
the Castle of St. Julian, which hath in it above 100 pieces of 
^^^reat ordnance ; soas though I could have got in (which Iverily 
believe I couJd), it had not been possible to have returned, the 
windbeing ever very scant to come forth withal.and hanging, for 
the most part, so farnortherly, asthat, for fearof theCachopos, 
I must of force have run close by their platforms. With this 

* Mongon migJii jusily censure the earl for want of secrecy in his 
prepuallons ; but the earl's own naiialive shows that another part of 
his censute was undeserved. " He worthily deserved blsine," tayi 
Monson, " to present himself and Reel in the eye of Lisbon, to be there 
discovered, knowing that the Beciet carriage thereof gave Ufc and hope 
to the action. By a familiar example of a man that being safely seated 
in a house, and in danger of an arrest, knows that catchpoles lie to 
attack him, to fared it with the carracks at that time, who rather ebose 
to keep themselves in harbour, than venluie upon an unavoidable 
danger" (p. 190). 

t Purchas. 1151. 

; The Cat-ships they ate called in Purchas, 
Weirs. 
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unpleasant sight I returned for my fleet." * Here ended his 
hope of enriching himself by this enterprise. To the 
Spaniards, however, or rather to the Portuguese, the injury 
was very great ; for rather than put themselves in hazard of 
him and his fleet, " they chose to give over their voyage, and 
loee the excessive charge they had been put unto in furnishing 
their ships ; and these carracks lay at home without employ- 
ment the whole year after ". Sanguine adventurers had 
carried tlieir hopes at this time very far : they thought that 
the Indians, or rather the Portuguese in India, could not 
mbsift without those commodities whicji they received from 
Portugal ; and that, if the outward-bound fleet were inter- 
cepted, or prevented from sailing for three or four years, the 
Portuguese Indiana must have been compelled to trade with 
England, rather than endure the want of European goods ; 
and that in time the Indies might have been divided fiwm 
Portugal, especially if a younger son of the Prior D. Antonio 
had been carried out, "whom, no doubt," says Monson, "they 
might have been forced to accept as king ". 

The earl sailed now for the Canaries ; and having been 
informed by some Spaniards, and by some of our own people 
who had been prisoners there, that there dwelt a manjuis 
on the Island of Lancerota, whose ransom would be worth 
lOO.OOO/., he determined upon attempting to surprise him. 
But these persons, who undertook to pilot him into the road, 
and then guide him to the castle, even in the darkness had 
nearly carried him upon a ledge of rocks in the road ; so he 
1 was lain to cast anchor till the morning ; and then, though 
he had " no hope left to catch the marquis," unless he were 
to shut himself up io the castle, yet the earl thought it meet 
to set all his soldiers on shore, seeing that he had never till 
then given them any training, and "well knew many of them 
to be very eaw, and unpractiseil ti> service at land ", The 
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(lay selected for the service was Good Friday. The earl, in 
fear of an ague from the cold which he had taken in the last 
night's watching, confined himself to his cabin, "took some 
strong physic, and was let blood" ; and Sir John Berkeley 
was sent in conimaiid of tlie men, it being certain that the 
place could make DO resistance against such a force, Thcj 
landed near Porto de Naos. The guide said the chief town 
upon the island, Cayas, or Rubicon (from whence the bishops 
of the Canary Islands were styled Bishops of Itubicon, til) the 
Island of Gran Caiiaria was conquered), was but three miles 
from the landing-place ; it proved more than three leagues, 
and of "the most wicked marching for loose stones and 
sand ". The town was abandoned before they reached it ; 
only, as they marched, "the mountaineers would watch if any 
straggled, anil desperately assault them with their lances,* 
being so swift of foot that none could come near them ". The 
castle was about half a mile from the town, within and about 
which were now some four or fivescore men ; but they retired 
without fighting, and the privateers took possession of it. 
They found within it twelve or more brazen guns, ..." the 
least bases, the most culveHns and demi-culverins, and an 
innumerable company of stones laid in places of greatest 
advantage. The house itself, built of squared stones, flanked 
very strongly and cunningly both for offence and defence ; 
the entrance thereunto not, as in our forts, of equal height 
with the foundation ground, but raised about a pike's length 
in height, so that, without the use of a ladder, there could be 
no entering. Some of our wisest commanders said, that if 



' " When a piece is piesenled to them, so soon as Ihey perceive the 
cock or match to (ai\, they cast themselves Rat to the graund, and the 
leport is no sooner heard, but they ore upo:i their feet. Iheir stones out 
of their hands, md withal they charged with their pikes; and this in 
■cattered encounters, or single fight (for either they knew not, or neglect 
orderly baltahon), ofiencr giveth than teceivcth hurt " (Laylietd in 
Piuchas, 1156)- 
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had drawn \n their ladders, and ouly shut the door, 
iventy men might have kept it against 500." * 

Lancerota was the fi^st of the Canary Islands upon which 
the Europeans established themselves. A party of Norman 
adventurers, under Jehan de Betancour, landed there in 
1400; and their history is the exact prototype of Columhiu's. 
They were hospitably received ; they toolc advantage of that 
hospitality to construct a fort ; they left a garrison there ; 
and that garrison behaved " in such a bcentious and cruel 
manner towards the king and the nation," that their com- 
mander and many others were deservedly cut off, and the 
survivors reduced to the l«st extremity when the conquerors 
returned there.+ We know not enough of the Canarinns, to 
perceive how far they deserved the misery wliich the Spaniards 
brought upon them ; but for the Spaniards here, us in the 
West Indies, and along the coast of America, the sins of the 
bthers were visited upon the children ; and the English, the 
buccaneers, and the Algerines,^ were to thcni what they had 
been to the indigenous inhabitants. The £^rl of Cumberland's 
object in touching at these islands was no better than that of 
the Algerines ; but it was not worse than what the warfare 
I of the age, by common consent, allowed of; and nothing 
xurred here to fill him with compunction in his latter days. 
'"No further harm was done to the town or castle, than that 
of borrowing some necessaries,"— for which no payment was 
intended. The town is described as consisting at that time 
I of somewhat more than 100 houses, rudely built, and com- 
^Ftoonly of one story ; the roofs with just sufficient sloping to 
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a few raftcK, and very dirt cast upon them, which, being 
hardened by the sun, becometh shower-proof". There wa» 
an old church, ^ which was, indeed, the mother church of 
those islands, — a poor structure, having "no windows, nor 
admitting light otherwise than by the door ; it had no 
cliRiicel, but was one undivided room, with stone seats along 
the side, and at the one end an altar, with the appurtenants". 
There was also an unfinished convent, which was a neat 
quadrangular building, " with more commodities of fresh 
water and garden than any other place in the town, even 
the marquis's house". "Nothing, in a manner," says the 
chaplain, "was left in the town, saving bulls, and pardons, 
and divers houses, and good store of very excellent wine and 
cheese." Of the quality of the wine. Dr. Layfield was 
probably a more competent judge than the earl, who upon 
that Good Friday kept an involuntary fast : his lordship says, 
that "some little wine only was Ibund, wliich little was too 
much ; for it distempered so many, that if there had been a 
strong enemy to have attempted, they should have found 
drunken resistance ; the meaner sort being most overthrown 
already ; and the commanders, some distempered with wine, 
some with pride of themselves, or sconi of otiiers ; so as 
there were very few of them but that fell to most disorderly 
outrage one with another. It wns, in fact, a mutinous 
disonler of drunkenness" ; • and Sir John Berkeley, "with 
much grief, told the earl that if he took not some severe 
course to remedy these things, it would be the ruin of tlieir 
voyage ". TTie earl, therefore, went out here the next day to 
see the men trained, the greater part of whom he found 
" both rude and raw " ; and calling all the commanders 
before him, he rebuked them for their yesterday's conduct, 
and gave articles both for thiir courses at land and sea, 
reading to them bin cf>muiission, that they might know he 
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liad full power to execute the punishment which he hsd set 
down for eveiy oifeDce, and assuring them he would not be 

tdow in so doing if they oflTended. 
One of the fleet, which had not been ready to sail with 
Utem from England, joined company between Gran Canaria 
and Teneriffe, and brought some EngHsh prisoners who had 
escaped in a fishing-boat from Lisbon. These men reported 
th«t the carracks, in consequence of his departure from the 
coast, were to sail in a few days ; and some days accordingly 
were spent in waiting for them, till it became certain either 
that they had gone by, or (as was afterwards ascertained) had 
given up the voyage for that year. The captains and masters 
then having agreed that it was not fit to tarry any longer 
upon that hope, counsel was held concerning their further 
proceedings, and some were for an attempt upon Pemambuco, 
which had been so far contemplated from the beginning, 
that the earl had brought with him his old Portuguese pilots, 
well acquainted with the Brazilian ports. These pilots thought 
the season too far spent, for they had often at that season 
been obliged to put back to Lisbon, and, "on their last 
passage, had been six or seven weeks in getting one degree " : 
some of the adventurers, however, replied, " that it might 
fall out otherwise, and that though they might be long in 
getting thither, yet they were sure of winning the place 
easily, and gaining wealth enough by the conquest ". The earl 
felt it -was now time to disclose his own intentions, being "so 
fat shot to the southward, that he was sure not to meet with 
any going to the northward, so that no news of him could 
reach Spain till it came from the I.iclies". "Then laid I 
before them," said he, " how our men were already many of 
them sick, and that undoubtedly the crossing the line would 
keep them from recovering, although the passage were as 
good as man could wish. Besides, I remembered them of 
mce given us, both upon the coast of Spain and the 
I, that the king had sent thither, to defend the place 
10 
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itgainst me, 600 soldiers ; and also it was likely he had given 
order, that if they saw themselves not strong enough to resist, 
they should dee with their portable goods into the mountains, 
end set their sugaj and Britzil wood on 6re ; then were we 
sure to have nothing. And lastly, if we beat long under the 
line, undoubtedly most of our men would fall sick, and then 
should we be forced to return without doing anything; for 
to no other place could we go, once bearing up upon tlial 
occasion." Perceiving by their silence tliat what he said luid 
produced the desired effect, he proceeded to say, that, not to 
conceal longer what hitherto had been kept secret for the 
good of all, the truth was, he had "never any intention to 
go for Brazil, after he found that they could not leave 
England before Christmas; but that the West Indies was 
his object," where there were many probabilities to make a 
voyage by,^ — -as, first, the sacking of Margarita, which they 
knew was rich ; then Puerto Rico ; after that St. Domingo ; 
then, in July, the outward-bound fleet would be in the Acoa, 
where we could not miss them ; and if these gave us not 
content, in the end of July or August we should meet the 
fleet at Cape S. Antonio. Some of these projects, he 
mentioned, " more," he says, " to carry the men with good 
liking thither, than for any thought he had of them himself". 
All entering unto his views " with greedy desire and hope- 
ful expectation, he directed them each to make the best of 
his way for Dominica, thinking it better to go straggling 
thither, there being possibility to meet some purchase by the 
way, which they were most in likelihood of when they spread 
furthest". There they had all arrived on 23rd of May, and 
then they carried their sick on shore. The island w«i 
inhabited only by Indijus, who hated the Spaniards, and 
liked the French no better, but were well pleased with 
English visitors. They brought great store of potatoes, 
plantains, pines, pepper, and tobacco, for which they most 
desired to have swords, hatchets and knives in excbangei 
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clothes, also, were very muoh in request with them ; but if 
they could get none, beads or sny gaudy baubles were 
accepted. They spoke some Spanish words, . . . probably 
enough for all the intercourse that was required. TJiey 
showed a great desire to obtain the same sort of acquaintance 
with tile language of their new friends : "some of them," says 
the chaplain, " would point to most parts of his body, and 
having told the name of it in the language of Dominica, he 
would not rest till he were told it in English ; which having 
once heard, he would repeat, till he could either name it right, 
or at least till he thought it was right ; and so commonly it 
would be, saving that to all words ending in a consonant they 
always set the second vowel ; as, for chin they say chin-ue, so 
making the monosyllables dissyllables ". The chaplain 
thought their "wits were able to direct them to things 
IxxUly profitable " ; he describes them as using either a 
broad sheet of basket-work, or a very broad leaf in its stead, 
to shelter them against the rain, because it washed off their 
red paint, which was so laid on, he said, that if you touched it, 
yon found it on your fingers. They made a drink of the 
cassava or mandioc root ; " better of their pines (and it should 
teem, says Layfield, that might be made an excellent liquor) ; 
but the best, and reseT^ed for the king's cup only, was of 
potatoes". The earl brought the squadron into a goodly 
bay, able to receive a greater navy than had been together 
in the memory of that age : it was at the north-west end of 
the island ; and his information directed him to seek for a hot 
spring there, which he found fast by the side of a very fine 
river. " The bath," says Layfield, " is as hot as either the 
Cross Bath or the Kin^i's Bath in the city of Bath in England ; 
and within three or four yards runneth into the river, which, 
within a stone's cast, disburdeneth itself into the sea. Here 
the sick men specially found good refreshing;" and here 
they remained till the 1st of June. It was thought con- 
venient to take a muster of their companies here, "and 
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something better to acquaint every one with his own colours"; 
but the weather proved bo unfavourable that this could not 
be done. 

But notwithstanding the ill weather, the benuty of the 
country made a strong impression upon tiiose whose hearts 
were not wholly set upon schemes of plunder. It is "so 
mountainous," says Layfield, " that the valleys may better be 
called pits than plains ; and withal so unpassably woody, 
that it is marvellous how those naked souh can pull themselves 
through them, without renting their natural clothes. Some 
speak of more easy passages in the inland of the island, which 
makes it probable that they leave those skirts and edges of 
their country thus of purpose for a wall of defence. Their 
hills are apparelled with very goodly green trees, of many 
sorts. The tallness of these unrequested trees makes the 
hills seem more hilly than of themselves happily they are ; 
for they grow so like good chililren of some happy civil body, 
without envy or oppression, as that they look like a proud 
meadow about Oxford, when, after some irruption, Thames is 
again couched low within his own banks, leaving the earth's 
mantle more ruggy 8iid flukey than otherwise it would have 
been ; yea, so much seem these natural children delighted 
with equality, and withal with multiplication, that, having 
grown to a definite stature, without desire of overtopping 
others, they willingly let down their boughs, which, being 
come to the earth again, take root, as it were to continue the 
succession of their decaying progenitors ; and yet they do 
continually maintain themselves in a green good-liking, 
through the liberality, partly of the sun's neighbourhood, 
which ]»rovideth them, in that nearness to the sea, of exceed- 
ing showers ; partly of many fine rivers, which, to requite the 
shadow and coolness they receive &om the trees, give thein 
back again a continual refreshing of very sweet and taa^ 
W4ter." • 

* Purchas, ii5S> 
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The weather, and the difficulty of tindiiift nn open piece of 
L ground of GuSicient extent, having rendered it iinpustiible for 
the earl to muster liis people here, he sailed, on the 1st of 
June, for the Virgin Islands, and on the afternoon of the 
3rd, came to an anchor. A fit place having been discovered 
oQ one of these uninhabited islands that evenuig, the land 
forces went ashore betimes on the following morning, being 
Whitsunday. There he took a perfect muster of them. 
The companies, indeed (though after much sickness), were 
"goodly in number, one might well say, not so few as n 
thousand". When they had been trained "into all sorts and 
faces of fights," the earl, who found it, he says, " for many 
respects meet to speak to them, eoimnanded the drums to 
beat a call ; and the troops being drawn in the nearest 
closeness that conveniently they might be, that he might be 
heard of all, his lordship, standing under a great cliff of a 
rock, l)is prospect to the seawaitl, stepped upon one of the 
greater stones, which, added to his natural stature, gave him a 
pretty height above the other company ; and so commanding 
audience, made a speech to them". We have the harangue 
preserved, as nearly as he couhl remember it, in his owu 
anGnished relation. " Kind countrymen and fellow-sol diers," 
Mid he, " I am sure there is none here but have marked, 
■nd the wisest wondsr at my light regarding the many gross 
&ults committed among you, suffering every man to do what 
he would, and urging no man fiirther thn:i he listed. Many 
coones drew me to this patience ; only one I wiU now utter, 
the rest being fitter to conceal to myself than to make bo 
many acquainted with. The great hope of meeting the 
carracks made me hope for a short journey ; which, if it had 
happened, I thought it better to return with every man's 
good word, than by punishing of any to have their ill word 
at my return. But that hope is altogether past ; and now 
we arc settled to another course, which, though it may be 
nill not prove altogether so rich, and must of force keep us 
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longer abrond, yet I assure you, upon my honour and con- 
science, 1 ilo constantly believe there will spring out of it 
more plory to God, more service to our prince and counby, 
nnd more honour to ourselves, than could have been done 
by the carracks if we had taken them all. For the better 
performance we must tall to another course ; I in governing, 
you In obeying ; I in directing you what to do, you in follow- 
ing my directions ; to which end I have already delivered 
you certain articles. And though these twenty days at the 
least you have had them amongst you, yet fear I there are 
some which wish they could but light upon so much as tbey 
would conceal from me. Base conditions be hateful things 
in men i)rofessing arms ; there is none baser than thcfl, and 
no theft so base as for a man to steal from his own com- 
panion : and he that concealcth anything gotten in this 
journey, stealeth frnm every man in it, . . . all going to have 
their [Wirt of whatsoever is gotten. This I thought not unfit 
particularly to touch, because tlie speech hath given great 
offence to the whole army, and no doubt may encourage some 
of lewd and base humours among us to do the tike. But let 
the warning ! now give you drive these thoughts out of their 
thoughts that hold them ; and be also a warning that thev 
heedfully observe the rest of the articles. For, ] a.ssure yon, 
my over-patient and forced sluggish humour is shaken off: 
and I will neither oversee, nor suffer to pass unpunished, 01 
deserve rs." • 

As they were now within a day's sail of Puerto Rico, he 
appointed olIicerG for the field. Twelve companies were 
made up, whereof if any "wanted the full number of eighty, 
they were plentifully supplied by a large overplus of gallant 
gentlemen that followed his lordship's colours, borne by Cap- 
tain Bromley; and Sir John Berkeley also had another eightv; 
BO that the whole amiy appointed to land was near upon a 
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H thousand, especially seeing that the oftteeni of several eom- 
^L> panics were not reckoned in these numbers". It was now 
^B debated whether to pass through the Virgins, which nuuiy of 
^K<he masters and sea captains would have preferred as the 
^^ Dearer way, and there were divers on board, both soldiers and 
mariners, who had gone this way with Drake ; or to hold the 
old course through the Passages. The first was the nearer 
but more dangerous wav, being, says Layfield, very narrow, 
xbout the breadth of the Thames near London, and they 
durst not promise themselves the continuance of a leadinir 
wind. The earl, however, determined ujKin the farther and 
.safer course; more desiring, he s:)id, to be the first that 
took Puerto Rico, than the second that passed through the 
Virgins. On the morning of the 5th, two small pinnaces 
were sent forward to explore the landing, Captain Knotsford, 
who was in one of them, having been Sir Jahn Hawkins's 
pilot, and esteemed to be very expeil in those countries. 
The fleet lingered till it was dark, and then putting out all 
sails, came to tliem undiscovered a httle after midnight. But 
the pinnaces had found the distance more than had been 
supposed ; it was dark before they reached the place which 
they went to discover, and for fear of carrying the earl to 
leeward, they had tarried for him and done nothing. He 
Stood off and on till morning, and then descried what ap- 
peared to him a smooth landing-place ; but all who hail 
been with Dnike insisted that it was impossible to get there, 
"the wind over-blowing all day out of the sea". The earl, 
however, and Sir John Berkeley rowed thither, and found it 
not only smooth but a most goodly sandy bay, and that they 
miglit march all along by the sea-side till they came to the 
town. Well pleased with this, he gave orders that everj- 
captain and ship should put their men in boats, and follow 
bis bloody colours, which he would have presently landed. 
But some of the commanders objected that the march seemed 
fo be grettt, that none knew the way, and that if the town, 
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u they had often heard, stood on an island, they should be 
forced to return to their ships, not having means to get unto 
it. "Gentlemen," said the earl, "a wilUng mind makes long 
steps with great ease. 1 have been sick, and am not now 
strong; you sliall go no farther nor faster than I will do 
before you. For guides, we need no better than our eyes; 
the town standing by the sea-side, and we landing from the 
sea, see no other but fair sandy bays all the way thither. 
We might land much nearer, if we were sure there were 
anywhere to leeward such a lieadland as this, that inaketh 
smooth landing witliln it ; but that being uncertain, I mean 
to take this, which I do assuredly believe God hath directed 
us unto ; for I am sure it is better than any ever told me o£ 
And for your lost argument, that if it be an island we shall 
not get into it, that reason is nothing ; for you see our boats 
may row by us ; and when we shall come to any water, they 
may set us over if it be deep ; in shallow places we shall pass 
ourselves. So all you have said or can say being thoroughly 
answered, let me have no more speaking, but get your men 
all into your boats and follow in order as I have directed 
you." Further, he told them, that in taking Puerto Rico, 
they should possess the keys of all the Indies, and that 
though there were not so many millions in the town as when 
a greater force fiiiled to take it, it was nevertheless rich, and 
there were gold mines in the island. And if men of judg- 
ment thought it was too strong for their strength to cany, 
because it had already resisted a much stronger force, that 
consideration ought to encourage them, seeing the mMC 
cause would they have to be proud of taking it ; " and believe 
me," he pursued, " assured we are to take it, now we see 
where to land quietly ; the Indian soldiei-s live too pleasantly 
to venture their lives ; they will make a great show, and 
perhaps endure one brunt, but if they do any more, tear me 
to pieces J"* 

•purchaa, 1153, 1154. 
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ght in the morning the whole force was l&nded, 
-sbout ■ 1000 men, "In a most fine place," says the earl, 
" where uot any wet his furniture- nor saw tin enemy ; by 
which means all our troops were put in good order, and 
were made much stronger than a small resistance before 
we were marshalled would have made us ". The landing 
was about four leagues from the town, toward which they 
marched in the extreme heat of the day ; thLi, and the way 
being sandy, would, he says, " no doubt have tired many, but 
that going all along by the sea, they marched at pleasure 
in it when they listed ; and besides, had the place whither 
they were going still in sight, which, standing upon the top 
of a hill, showed much nearer than it was". Commonly on 
firm, sometimes on loose sand, yet it was a fair march for 
three leagues, when a few horsemen who had been sent to 
view their strength, came near enough to reconnoitre them, 
tlien turned their horses and galloped away. They soon 
fell in with a negro who was willing enough to be their 
guide, but he neithei' spoke good English nor good Spanish ; 
and moreover was in great fear, as well he might be, at 
finding himself exposed to imminent dajiger on one side or 
the other, whether he led them right or not. " Tlirough 
most unpBSSable rocks and cliflfs," he brought them to the 
entrnnce of an arm of the sea, by which the little island on 
jvliich the capital stands is separated from the main one. 
\IShe earl had expected to get over in his boats, but this he 
MW was hindered by a bulwark on the island side, close at 
tlie mouth of the entrance, with tive pieces of great brass 
otdnajicc. The entrance was not above sixty yards over, and 
a little within stopped <]uite across with piles ; so that while 
the Spaniards occupied this fort it was not possible to get 
in there. There were some who proposed to plant musque- 
teers among the rocks, that they might beat those in the 
fort firom their guns ; but though this was thought feasible, 
it was not determined on, because, if the fort had been 
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silenced, tbey were ignorant of the depth ; and the boats 
had not yet found any landing-place. "And here," the 
chaplain says, "we were at a flat bay, even at our wits' end." 
The earl, however, was sure there must be some good passage 
by which the horsemen had come ; "and with much ado the 
negro, l>eing something comforted, and partly with threaten- 
ing, partly with promises, brought to the little wits he had," 
was made to understand whither they wanted to be guided. 
"When," says the carl, "I perceived he understood me, I 
followed him through the most wickedest wood that ever I 
was in in all my life." The troops went on " with as nimble 
minds as weary bodies, for they had marched from morning 
till it was even on the edge of the evening, but they would 
not be weary ; and, at length, through such untrodden path«, 
or rather no paths, as would have taught," the chaplain 
observes, "the most proud body to stoop humbly," they came 
upon the footing of the horsemen, and following their beaten 
trsck, came just at sunset to a long and narrow causeway/ 
leading to a bridge, which connected the great island with 
the lesser one. The causeway was wide enough for three 
persons abreast, and the bridge was drawn up : on the op- 
posite bank was a strong barricade, and a little beyond it a 
fort with ordnance. They learnt from another negro, thai 
at low water the passage was fordable beside the causeway ; 
" but their own sailors could say little to the ebbing and 
flowing here ; " and the only way to know the fit time of 
assault was to set a continual watch, to give present infonna' 
tion of the ebb. Two in the morning vias the time which 
the negro stated. The troops, therefore, were ordered to 
rest and refresh themselves, for the better enabling them to 
fight in the morning.* 

* Purchia, 1154, 1160. Thug far the cuI'b own nanative of tbe 
voyage extends. "The same honourable hand," aays Pucchat, " hath 
been our acior and author ; but liere, when he comei to doing, he breaki 
ofT ipealcing, and (lam Martt qaam MircHria) exchangcth wotAt fo( 
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They retired tn a piece of open ground over which they 
had paissed. The negro guided them to some fresh water; 
Bome had brought bread with them, and the earl "was no 
niggard of what he had". His lodging thst night was his 
target. " I," says the chaplain, " lay at his head, and to my 
remembrance never slept better. Two hours bef()re day the 
alarum was given very quietly, and was readily taken, for we 
needed not but to shake our ears." There grew a question 
concerning the command that day, between Berkeley and 
the earl, arising from an honourable desire on both sides 
to have the post of danger. The earl yielded to a fair plea, 
becomingly urged, and to the representation that, being the 
general, it behoved him, for the sake of the army, to consider 
his own preservation ; nevertheless he persisted in being at 
the service in person, though he left Sir John with the com- 
mand : and he put himself in armour, as did all the com- 
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nta maitiat acts." He then often declares 
I lo leave out apolitical discouise, and state- 
y, written by the same noble commander. 
' altered, and howsoever planets have Iheii 
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first movable. The men of Bethshemeah bought dearly theit prying 
into the ark: and t know not how I in ay be tolerated to utter now in 
public thoM stale mysteries which he then in private counselled for his 
conntiy's good. I could also be willing, as I know the world would be 
greedy of such mor>«ln : but .^sop'a dog, snatching at the shadow of a 
fflortel in the water, lost that which he had in his mouth : and his crow, 
gaping 10 sing to please the fox, displeased herself with loss of all her 
other wealth and purchase. Everywhere in this vast work we have been 
waty, and yet scarce wary enough of this danger in out wariest wariness; 
wherein yet (if any such fault be) it is not an itching finger, busy in 
things above us. but store of business in so multiform a task, peihapn, 
hatb occasioned ovet<iight tn eyes, otherwise dim enough. Once whatso- 
evei the king and slate disclaim. I disclaim also as not mine, because I 
and mine are theirs, and no further desiie to be. or sec mine own than in 
the public; of which, and lot which (under God) I am, have, can, write, 

r do, speak, acknowledge all things. 1 will pry in the East itnd Wes; 

' Indies, rather than state it at home " (p. ii54)' 
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manders, and wlio else hini armour, for they looked that the j 
service should be hot. So, indeed, it proved ; the eoemjr't I 
■entinels discovered them as they approache;d ; the Spaniards 
were perfectly prepared ; and the member of the Chtu^ 
militant, when he declares it may be well said that it was 
well fought by his comrades, says also, that if it had been 
day, and every one could have seen what he did, so many 
would probably not have deserved so much cammendatioa' 
The assault continued about two hours ; and " thoufi;h the 
assailants left ho way in the world unattempted, yet no way 
could they find to enter the gate ". The causeway, be say*, 
had been purposely made tio rugged, that the adventurers, in 
order to keep their feet, chose to wade in the water beside 
it The earl's shield-bearer stumbled, and falling against the 
earl overthrew him into the water, where, being by reason of 
his armour unable to rise, he was in great danger of drowning. 
It was not till a second attempt, that the sergeant-major, 
who was next him, succeeded in getting him out, and not 
till he hod swallowed so much salt water as to cause such 
extremity of sickness, that he was forced to lie down in the 
very place upon the causeway, till, being somewhat recovered, 
he was able to be led to a spot of more ease, where the 
bullets made him threatening music on every side ; and there 
he remained till the end of the action, lying upon the ground, 
" very exceeding sick," in a place so perUous that it would 
have been as safe to be at the entry of n breach by assault.* 

The assailants had the advantage of numbers, but thej 
were in a position where that advantage could not avail them, 
" Not less than 3000 English bullets were sent among the, 
Spaniards, who, on their part, were not much behind the 
invaders in sending these heavy lenden messengers of death i 
for besides six pieces of great ordnunce which played jult 
upon the causeway, and some pretty store of musqueteei% 
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at ft port fast by the gate there lay a fowler, or cast piece, 
that did more scathe than all the rest, for this shot at once 
many murdering shot, wherefore the piece is also called a 
murderer." Vet the English cnme to the gate, and some 
two or three began to hew at it with bills, for want of fitter 
instruments ; otiiers meantime were at the push of the pike 
at the ports and loop-holes, and having broken their own 
pikes seized those of their enemies with their naked hands 
and broke them. With all these exertions they could not 
force an entrance, and Berkeley, attempting to discover if a 
passage could be found on either side of the gate, twice 
waded so far that he got into deep water, and mast have 
perished if he could not have swam. The end was that the 
in; and when day began to break, the water, 
which had been knee-deep, was up to the waist ; daylight 
would have enabled the Spaniards to sweep the causeway 
with their guns, and the English were brought off in good 
time to the place where they had passed the night. " God," 
the chaplain says, " would not have more bloodshed, nor 
our troops as yet to have their wills." Tlie loss in killed 
and wounded was something less than fifty. As soon as the 
auigeoDs had looked to the wounded, the men were marched 
to the sea-side, where the boats had been ordered to meet 
them with food* 

While they refreshed themselves there, the earl went on 
board, being still so sick that some danger was apprehended. 
His intention had been to rest on board that night, but his 
thoughts were so busied and restless that in a few hours he 
had digested another plan of operations, and came on shore 
again to put it in execution. The resolution was to attack 
the fort at the entrance of the channel ; and believing it 
necessary to carry this, at whatever cost, he ordered one of 
the ships to bear in close to the shore, though the danger of 
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her driving upon the rocks was apparent. Some fifty nius~ 
queteers were stationed upon the broken Krouiid opposite ; 
from whence it had before been noted that they might beat 
the enemy from their guns. At the same time 200 men 
were embarked in boats, that they might effect a landing 
between the forts and the town. In the course of an hour, 
the ship and the musqueteers had bo beaten the fort that 
the boats landed &t leisure, and this advantage was gained 
with the loss of only one man killed and three woimded ; 
but as it had been apprehended^ the ship went upon the 
rocks, and finally was cast away. The Spaniards met theiu 
after they wei'e landetl, and skirmished awhile gallantly, till, 
finding themselves the weaker party, they effected an honour^ 
able retreat into a wood, on the skirt whereof they had made 
their stand ; the invaders then advanced to the fort, which 
had been forsaken, and there they estsblished themselves 
for the night. By the time the boats returned for a second 
embarkation it was late at night, and the water so low that 
there could be no passage till the next flood ; so the com- 
panies were again marched to the safe ground on which they 
had taken up their lodging before ; there they rested and 
refreshed themselves, waiting for the tide, crossed there as 
soon as it served, and being thus in the smaller island, they 
now made little doubt of complete suecess. The distance 
was about a mile and half from the town, the way woody on 
either side, and so narrow that not more than three men 
could march abrea.'it ; yet though the ground was so fit for 
ambuscades, " or," says Layfield. " for the Irish manner of 
charging, by sudden coming on and off," no attempt was 
made to oppose or annoy their march. By day-break they 
reached the town, and found none but women there, and men 
whom either age or infirmity or wounds had disabled ; the 
rest had betaken them to one of their forts to the seaward, 
called Mora.* 

■ Putchas, ii6i, 1163. 
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The city of San Juan de Puerto Rico is described at that 
time as less in circuit thaa Oxford, " but very much bigger 
than aU Portsmouth within tlie fortifications, and in sight 
much fairer ". There was not much lost ground within that 
space, the building having increased one-fourth within the 
three preceding years. The streets were large, the housei) 
built after the Spanish manner, of two stories height only, but 
very strongly, and the rooms " goodly and large, with great 
doors, instead of windows, for receipt of air". "The cathedral 
was inferior to the poorest of our cathedral churches ; and 
yet," says the chaplain, " it is fair and handsome ; two rows 
of proportionable pillars make two aisles, besides the middle 
walk, and thus all along up to the high altar, it is darker than 
commonly country churches in England, for the windows are 
few and little, and those indeed without glass (whereof there 
is none to be found in the town) but covered with canvas, so 
that the most of the light is received by the doors." The 
earl, as soon as he had taken full possession of the town, set 
sufficient guard, and quartered his companies, summoned the 
fort, requiring the governor to deliver it up to him for the 
Queen of England, who had sent him thither to take it ; the 
governor returned for answer that the King of Spain had sent 
him thither to keep it, and keep it he would as long as he 
was able. It was now a great object with the carl to reduce 
it with the least possible loss, for he considered that he was 
to leave a strong garrison, and yet must himself go home well 
guarded. His lirst care was to cut off all their means of 
supply ; and for this purpose boats were stationed between 
the fort and the main ; two batteries also were provided, in 
case the enemies' food should last longer than he wished. 
They were ready on the ninth day after the capture of the 
town too late to be then opened ; and the morrow being Sun- 
day, he would not begin on that day ; so it was deferred till the 
next morning.* 

* Purcliai, 1161, ii&.|. 




" Tlie noise of war meantime was not so great, but thftt 
Ihc still voice of justice was well heard." "It is no news," 
says Layfielil, " that in such companies there will be outrages 
committed." One very good soldier the earl publicly dis- 
graced for " over-violent spoiling a gentlewoman of her 
jewels". But as this example did not prove terrible enough 
to the rest, he called a court-martial, that justice might be 
armed with the authority of all the commanded ; and two 
were condemned to death upon the article of defacing 
churches and offering force to women. '■ He that did 
violence to a Spaniard's wife, was a soldier, and had given 
veiy good proof of his valour ; so far, that his lordship bad 
taken special notice of him ; but, being convicted of this 
crime, there was no place left for mercy ; but hanged he 
was in the market-place, the Spaniards, as many as would 
come, being suffered to be present at the execution. The 
other, who had defaced a church, was a sailor ; great inters 
cession was made for him by the importunity of the sailora." • 
According to Monson, " there was occasion at that time to 
please them above the soldiers ; twice he was taken from the 
gallows, while endeavours were used in vain to obtain bis 
pardon, but when he was brought out the third time the earl 
allowed himself to be entreated". It was, indeed, a case in 
which the feelings of his people went with the offender, for 
the soldiers " could not be held from defacing unorderly the 
images of the saints. They were, however, brought by these 
examples to much better terms of rule and obedience." f 

On Monday " the batteries began to speak very loud ; and 
whereas till then four or five soldiers could not appear within 
reach of the fort, but that a shot of great ordnance would be 
sent to scatter them, scarce a Spaniard was now to be seen 
upon any part of their wall ". In the course of one day it 
was perceived that the cavalier was sufficiently beaten, and 
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Uiat with the next rain (which at that season was neither 
seldom nor little) it would full ; being of a sandy earth, it did 
but crumble into dust. The cannoneers were directed there- 
tfbre to "beat the other point nearer the sea, for that ao 
^ fcnked the gate and the breach already made, that without 
great danger there could not any approach be made, and his 
lordship was grown exceedingly niggardly of the expense of 
any one man's life ". By the middle of the ensuing day the 
Spaniard demanded a parley, and proposed to give up the 
fort, on condition that " with colours flying, match in their 
cocks and bullets in their mouths, they should be set without 
the point of the bridge, and go whither they would ; that all 
prisoners shou]<l be delivered without ransom, and no man's 
negroes or slaves be detained ". The ear! utterly refused any 
such composition ; but told him that because he took no 
pleasure in shedding Christian blood, he would deliver them 
terms, which if they bked, he would receive them to mercy. 
These articles were sent to the governor in the earl's own 
hsnd, and in these characteristic words : — 

"A resolution which you may trust to. 

" I am content to give yourself and all your people their 
lives: yourself with your captains and officers to pass with 
your arms ; all the rest of your soldiers with their rapiers and 
daggers only. 

" You shall all stay herewith me, till I give you passage from 
the island, which shall be within thirty days. 

" Any one of you which I shall choose shall go with me into 
England, but shall not stay longer there than one month, but 
being well fitted for the purpose, shall be safely sent home 
into Spain without ransom." 

It was doubted whether there were any in the fort who 
understood English, and therefore some advised that the 
articles should be translated into Spanish ; " but his lordship 
peremptorily refused to seek their language, but would have 
ihem to find out his ". He gave them respite for deliberation 
II 
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till eif^ht the uext morning, uud at that time the conditions 
were accepted, the Spaniards only desiring further, that they 
might have two colomii left them, in lieu of which they 
promised that nothing should be spoiled in the fort. The 
governor and his company dined with the earl : after dinner 
he returned to the fort, brought out the men, nearly 400, and 
delivered the keys to tlie earl, who immediately brought in 
his own colours and Sir John Berkeley's, and placed them 
upon the two points of the fort. Everything hitherto hod 
been conducted not only honourably but courteously on 
either side : the gjmniHrds took all their property with them, 
and were secured in Fortaleza, a strong castle in the dty, 
which they had not attempted to defend. On the following 
day the fleet entered the harbour, the fort Mora " being to 
the sea very strong, and fitted with goodly ordnance, and 
bestowed for the most advantage to annoy tm enemy that 
possibly could be devised, insomuch that it was thought im- 
powible for any vessel to puss that ]Miiut if its passage were 
opposed by her guns. Vet was it very dangerous to ride 
without, as the invaders found by the toss of many aachon 
and cables, and one of their ships.'' 

The prisoners were sent to Carthagena, as a place so far 
to the leeward that they neither, in haste, could make any 
preparation for the recovery of Puerto Rico, nor send news to 
Spain. The governor and some few others who deserved 
some respect, were put on board the ships that convoyed 
them, and were permitted to proceed in those ships to 
England. The earl's " honourable resolution and intend- 
ment," as the chaplain called it, " was not to come so far for 
the sake of taking and spoiling some place in the new world, 
and then run home again, but to keep Puerto Itico, by God's 
leave, if it pleased God to give it into his hands. That was 
the place he meant to carry, whatsoever it might cost hiro, 
being tlie very key of the West Indies, which locketh and 
riiutteth all the gold and silvev on the continent, and America, 




and Brazil:" such vaa his* o|iiniDn of iU importance. He 
knew, says L'lylield, that SI. Domingo might, with much less 
loGS, be taken, and would bring much greater proRt for the 
k present; in regard thereof, and of the desire he had his nil- 
■ venturers should become gainers, his thoughts sometimes 
took that way, but finally they stayed at Puerto Rico, and 
tliere settled themselves. As this was bis resolution before 
he bad it, so was it also after he bad it, and then not only 
bis, but every man of worth or spirit saw such reason in his 
lordship's designment, that some thought themselves not 
graciously dealt with in being passed over, while others were 
named to stay. He was indeed jiersuaded that tbougb the 
" eminent and known profits " of the place were ginger, sugar 
tad hides,+ yet the island was rich in gold mines, and that tbe 

•Sir William Mons. 
"Whereas." he eaj^, " 
likelihood of good to redound to them in their intended enterprises, yet 
cannot I conceive how a land attempt upon towns could yield my lord 
any pioSt, or the meichants that adventured with him. For my lord 
fay experience welt knew, having been himself at the taking of some 
towns, that they alTotded little wealth to the taker, because riches of 
value will be cither burned or secretly conveyed away. And for mer- 
chandises of great bulk which that poor inland yielded, it was only some 
lew hides, black sugar and ginger, which would not amount to any 
grcal matter, to countervail the charge of so costly a journey. Com- 
monly that island sends out two or three ships of a reasonable burden 
to transport the yearly commodities it yieldeth ; for though it bears the 
name ofbcing in the Indies, yet il is a place remote and unfrequented 
with tiaflic, either from the Indies or any other place : or though the 
island should be surprised at such a season of the year as their com- 
inoditie* were ripe and ready for transportation, yet the value is not to 
be esteemed, where so many people that adventured with my lord were 
tokxA pp for a dividend according to their adventure" (p. igi). 

t" There is so incredible abundance of horses," says the chaplain, 
"thai il is lawful (or any man to kill what he ncedeth for his use, if only 
be be so honest as to bring the skins to the proper owners. Now these 
hides nuist rise to a huge sum of riches, considering that their cattle are 
bt larger than any country that I know in England doth yield ; for 
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King of Spain, in his policy, had ceased to work them, because 
of their very productiveness ; "the sweetness he found made 
him unwilling to have any co-partners ; " and seeing that 
this island lay nearest the Indies to those people of whose 
interloping he stood most in fear, " he would not lay such a 
bait " to attract them, lest having once set foot there, " they 
should not only gild their fingers, and pay their soldiers for 
the present with his treasure/' but "make it their halting- 
place on the longer journey to the other islands and con- 
tinent, which were the coffers from whence his wars were 
fed ". Another view of recondite policy was imputed to the 
Spanish king, who was supposed to reason thus, — tliat if in 
a shorter voyage and less time his subjects u-ere sure to make 
themselves masters of as much gold as if they went farther, 
few would fetch it from Peru, or the other more inland parts 
of the Indies. Moreover, it was reported to the conquerors 
as & certain truth, that Joachiii de Luyando,* formerly a 



their liine that I have seen here are 
bodies, comparable with our Englis) 
liiiid of beast hacli specially a lildn 
world above their horses, none of whi 



goodliness, both of beads ind 
:en. And I wot not bow thai 
southerly pans of the 
«n by mutJi so tall and 



I Ih> 



goodly as ordinarily they aie in England. They are well made and 
well mettled, and good tlore tliere are of them ; but methinlis there are 
many things wanting in thetn which aie ordinary in out English light 
horses. They are all trotters; nor do I remember that I have seen 
above one ambler, and that a very Hltle fiddling nag " (p. 1 171). 

* This man, says Layfield, may be judged to have been of no great 
either wit or care ; for it is certainly reported, that oftcntimeB tneeling 
bis own slaves coming out of the country to bis house in Puerto Rico 
with store of gold, he did not know them to be his own, till tbemielves 
told him so: and yet this man died so very rich, that he left every of 
his three sons 100,000 ducats. Insomuch, that the youngest of them 
being in Spain upon the despatch of some business which bis lather had 
left unsettled, was there thought of alate so good that a marquis thought 
his dauglitei well bestowed upon him in niaitiage. But see how 
nothing will last where God, with His pieserving blessing, doth not 
keep things together. For at this day scarce is there any lemaindct lelt 
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mt master in the JsUnd, had sent the king a mass of pure 
p)ld, which was found to be worth 3500 ducats ; and " divers 
i he hail found such pieces of pure ore, that only by 
; them he made himself trenchers of gold to eat bis 
Perhaps the military chaplain was aa little likely 
■ any of those who were under his spiritual care to consider 
V much happier this rioh Joachin might have been if he 
i remained in his own countty, where he might have eaten 
from a wooden trencher with as good an appetite, and a 
better conscience. 

The English apprehended no ill from the climate. From 

three in the morning till six was the coolest ]]art of the day ; 

"a man might then well endure some light clothes upon 

him; from six till about eight it was very 'sweltering';" 

then a fresh breeze usually sprung up and continued to blow 

till four or five in the afternoon, during which time the 

houses were comfortably cool : the hottest hours were from 

thence till midnight ; and it was thought dangerous to be 

aliroad then because of the sereiio, which Layfield translates, 

"the rainy dew"; the soldiers who lay abroad in the fields 

_^*woke wet with it " Books had their glued backs melted 

HhB<) loosened by the heat : flowers or fruits candied in 

HB^Iand lost their crust there, and English comfits grew 

"Ihjuid ; " but after some little acquaintance he thought it 

likely to prove a very healthful place, for they found hale 

people there who were eighty or ninety years old. The 

^^«port of some mortality that had lately prevailed there 

HaMms not to have disquieted them. " What place," said the 

^HftsfdaiD, "is always free from that scourge of God ? " But 

of all his riches; and this now most poor though gieat lady, not being 
able to proportion herself 10 the lowness of her I'ortune, and besides 
vexed with her husband's ill condition, hath, by authority, lell him ; and 
having entered retigioui prot'es^iion, is at this present in a nunnery in 
5l Domingo (p. 1170). 
*Pu(chat, iiG5> i'70' 
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he soon discovered that tlie great niins in July and August 
" must needs be very dangerous to bodies already rarefied by 
the heat of the sun then over them, and yet rather where 
vehement exercise hath more opened the pores whereby 
inward heat is exhaled". Early in July more than 200 had 
died, there were twice as many sick, and "no great hope 
lo recover the most of them". The disease was a flux, 
"sometimes in the beginning accompanied with a hot ague, 
but always in the end attended by nn extreme debility and 
waste of spirits, so iha' for some two d.iys before death the 
arras and legs would be wonderful cold, and this was held for 
a certain sign of near departure ". From this mortality the 
earl "saw it was not God's pleasure that this island as yet 
should be inhabited by the English " ; and as soon as he 
became conscious that it was not in his power to keep the 
city which he had taken, he mode overtures to the Spaniards 
for ransoming it. They entertained these overtures without 
any intention of coming to nn agreement, but in hope of pro- 
longing the timi.', till the prevailing distemper should have 
so far weakened the invaders, that they should be unable to 
destroy the place before they abandoned it This, the chap- 
lain affirms, had never been hii lordship's purpose ; and it 
appears that on his part he had not much expectation of 
obtainmg the ran.som : but he thought such a negotiation the 
likeliest, way of deluding the islanders, " whom he could not 
so well rule with any other bit, his own strength being non- 
grown weak ",• 

Meantime all tiie hides, ginger and sugar which could be 
eollecte<i were forthwith shipped, and so was all the anununt- 
tion in the city and all the ordnance which had been taken; 
"which amounted," says Layfield, "in all and of all sorts 
very near the full number of fourscore cast pieces, some of 
tliem the goodliest that 1 ever saw ". He also put oa board 

•I'ufchM, 1167, i;68. 
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specimens of the sensitive plant in pots, hoping that he 
succeed in conveying to Englnnd wJiat appeared to 
him and his people the most extraordinary production of the 
island.* ITiis done, he left the strength of the navy with 
Sir John Berkeley, to follow him as soon as they were ready, 

sailed htmself with two of the larger ships and seven 
Icr ones. "The true reason of his desire to be gone 

Puerto Rico quickly was a desire he had to be at the 
Aiores, for he had so plotted the voyage, that still he would 
have a string left in store for his bow, and he hoped to be 
tlicre before the Mexican licet The instructions which he 
left with every ship, under his own hand, were in these 
words : 'Vou shall steer in with the southward part of 
Flores. If you find me not in that course, then seek me 
between ten and fourteen leagues of Fayal, west-south-west 
If there you find me not, then come through betwixt Fayal 
and the Pike, and seek ine in tiie road at Graciosa. If you 
find me at none of these places, you may be assured I am 
gone from the islands to England.' He left order with 

* "Thi? herb," the chaplain says, "is a little contemptible weed to 
look upon, with a long woaden stalk creeping upon the ground, and 
seldom lifting itself above a handful high bom the ground. But it hath 
a properly which confoundcth my undobtanding, and perhaps will seem 
Mrange in the way of philosophers who have denied every part of sense 
lo any plant ; yet tbie certainly seemelh to have feeling. For if you lay 
your finger or a stick upon the leaves of it, not only that very piece 
which yoo touched, but that that is near to it, will contract itself, and 
ran logclhei as if it were presently dead and withered ; not only the 
lenves, but the very sprigs being touched, will so disdainfully withdraw 
themselves as if they would slip themselves rather than be touched; in 
wliich (tate both leaf and sprig will continue a good while before it 
return to the former green and nourishing form. And they say that so 
lo.-Tg as the party which touched it Etandeih by it. it will not open, but 
after hit departure it will; this last I did not myself observe, and if it be 
nj, it must be more than sense whence such a sullennesa can proceed; 
but for the lormer. 1 have myself been often an eye witness, to my great 
wonder, tor •; growelh in very many places in the little island" (p, 1174). 
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Berkeley to leave the city undefaced, saving only that Fort 
Mors should be rased to the landward." Both the earl's 
division and Berkeley's were scattered in a storm ; the earl, 
however, when he came off Flores, met with enough of his 
ships to form a respectable force ; but he learnt that the 
homeward-bound carracks were passed by, and that the 
Mexican fleet was not expected : and upon thia disappoint- 
ment a council was held, and it was determined to return to 
£ng;land without delay. They would probably have all been 
wrecked upon Ushantand the rocks, if the earl had not, in 
opposition to his master, judged from the soundings that 



they were nej 
fore to take s 
that coast v 



r the coast of Fra 

more northerly c 

a seen.* 

This was !iis last CTpedition, 

took so many at his own cost ; e 

Unction of being " the best 

hazarded himself in that kind" 



, and given orders there- 
surse ; for the next morning 

No other subject ever under- 
nd Fuller gives him the dts- 
bom Englishman that ever 

adding, that his fleets were 



" bound for no other harbour than the port of Honour, 
though touching at the port of Profit in passage thereunto ; 
I say louckiug (says the old worthy), for his design was not 
to enrich himself, but impoverish the enemy. He was as 
merciful as valiant (the best metal bows best), and left im- 
pressions of both in all places where he came." Fuller 
eulogises him as "a person wholly comjiosed of true honour 
and valour ". There were some other ingredients in hi* 
character; and when the Earl of Cumberland bore "nest to 
his paternal coats three murdering chain shots,'' such on 
addition to his armorial bearings was more signifieant than he 
intended it. The desire of gain must have influenced him in 
his privateering speculations as much as the desire of honour; 
for a prodigal expenditure, and losses in horse-racing (which 
species of gaming had in his days begun to be one of the 

"Purchap, n68, I176. 
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foUies of the great) had embarrassed his aflnirs. Nest to 
voyages, this passion, and the display which lie made at t 
knd in all other expensive sports, " were the great occasioi 
his selling land"; and he is said to have "consumed more 
than any one of his ancestors".* The large expenditure 
which bis station required his own ample means could amply 
have supported ; but no means are adequate to the demands 
of prodigality. 

When James came to take possession of his new kingdom, 
this nobleman " attended him with such an equipage of 
.followers, for number and habit, that he seemed rather a 

ig than Earl of Cumberland. Here happened a contest 
■een the earl and the lord president of the north, about 
ing the sword before the king in York : the office, upon 
due inquiry, was adjudged to him; and whilst Clifford's 
Tower," says Fuller, " is standing in York, that family will 
never be therein forgotten." He died in the forty-eighth year 
of his age, and was buried at Skipton. His armour may still 
be seen in Appleby Castle. His two sons died in infancy; 
and the only daughter whom he left experienced little 
of his love, for bequeathing to her 15,000/. he cut off the 
entail of his estates and settled them upon his brother. 
She contested the settlement without success; but on the 
death of that brother without issue the estates reverted to her. 
This daughter, by her second marriage Countess of Pembroke, 
was one of the most high-minded and remarkable women of 
her age ; and seems to have been the last person in England 
by whom the old baronial dignity of feudal times was supported. 
All the good connected with it was manifested in this instance 
without any of the evil. Daniel was her tutor, — and she haA 
the honour of erecting Spenser's monument 

* Hill. 0/ Wfitmoriiand, 390. 
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SIR JOHN HAWKINS, the second son of Master William 
Hawkins and Joan Trelawny his wife, was bom «t 
Plyrnouth. His father is said to have been much 
esteemed by Henry VHI. as a principal sea-captain, and is 
the first Englishman who is known to have tmded to Brazil, 
having made two voyages thither in his own ship, the Pat! 
of Plymouth, in the years 1530 and 1532.* Plymouth was 
already a port so famous that the biographer of Devonshire 
extols it as presenting " a kind of invitation from the com- 
modioosness thereof to maritime noble actions ";t and the 
youth was brought up to his father's calling, and gained 
much experience by making early in life several voyages 
to Spain, Portugal, and the Canaries, " which were, in those 
days, extraordinary adventures". Being "grown in love and 
favour " with the Canarians by his good and upright dealing, 
and inquiring from them conceniing the state of the West 
Indies, he was assured that, " negi^oes were very good 
merchandise in Hispariiola; and that store of them might 
easily be had upon the coast of Guinea ". He resolved 
upon trying his fortune in this trade ; and having commi 
cuted that desire with his worshipful friends in London, Sir 
Lionel Ducket, Sir Thomas Lodge, his father-in-law. Master 
Gunson, Sir William Winter, and some others, they liked so 
well of his intention that they became liberal contributon 
and adventurers in the action. 

Three good ships were accoitlingly provided, the Solatium 
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t' ISO tons, the Snialloiv of 100, and the Ja»ru of 40, "iu 
hich small fleet Hawkins took with him not above & hundrtHl 
men,* for fear of sickness and other inconveniences, whereunto 
men in long voyages are commonly subject". He sailed in 
October, 1 562, touched at TeneriiTe, where he received friendly 
entertainment, and proceeded to Sierra Leone; which place is 
said to have been called Tap;garin by the natives. There he 
stayed some time, "and got into his possession, partly by the 
sword, and partly by other means, to the number of 300 
negroes at the least, besides other merchandise which that 
country yieldeth ". With this prey (so it is properly denomi- 
aated) he saUed for HispanioJa, and arrived first at the port of 
Isabella, "where he had reasonable utterance of his English 
commodities, and of some part of his negroes, trusting the 
Spaniards no further than that by his own strength he was 
able to master them". At Puerto de Plata he made "like 
sales, standing always upon his guard " ; and at Monte Christo, 
on the north side of the island, " made vent " of the remainder 
of his negroes, receiving for them, at these places, by way of 
exchange, some quantity of pearls, and hides, ginger, sugar, 
and "other like commodities," enough not only to load his 
own vessels, but for freighting two other hulks ; + and so 
"with prosperous success, and much gain to himself and the 
aforeaaid adventurerSj he eame home, and arrived in September, 
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I- no honour to have been the first Englishman who 
a the slave trade. { But it is not generally known 
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t Tbii is asccibcd to Hawkins ; but a sentence in Camden's tiistory 
(bonaorBblotothe histoiian) seems to throw some doubt upon it. ■■ Black- 
moor slaves," he says (to8),"were now commonly bought in Africa t>y 
Ibe Spaniards, and, from their example, by the English, ard sold again 
in America ; koa konttlly I kiott not." 
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how so iniquitous a trade gi-ew up without being regarded as 
in the slightest dt^gree repugnant either to natural justice, or 
to the principles of Christianity. At a. time when European 
warfare had been mitigated by the courtesies of chivalry, anil 
by the frequent changes of political relations, more than by 
any growing sense of humanity, the wars between MahonunC' 
dan and Christian were carried on with as much ferocit)' us 
in the days of Csur de Lion ; only where the contending 
parties, as in Spain, were continually opposed to each other, 
such unrelenting butchery was disused by mutual though tacit 
consent, because it would have reduced the land to a desert ; 
and there those who fell into the hands of their enemies 
were made slaves. The Portuguese, having cleared their own 
territory, invaded the Moors in Barbary ; the same system 
was there pursued with the same people. Their first dis- 
coveries were made as much in the spirit of conquest as 
of adventure ; and the same treatment which usage had 
allotted to the captured Moot's was extended, as of course, to 
the negroes who were taken along the same line of coast. 
To so great an estent did this prevail, that negro slavery was 
almost as common in Portugal in the early part of the six- 
teenth century as it afterwards became in the sugar islands. 
And so entirely were all persons possessed with the opinion 
that slavery was the condition to which this unhappy nee 
was destined, that Las Casas, when he proposed the substitu- 
tion of negro for Indian slavery, as a measure of humauityi 
never suspected himself of acting inconsistently, nor dreamed 
that the injustice and cruelty were as great to the one race 
as to the other. 

Hawkins, then, is not individually to be condemned if he 
looked upon dealing in negroes to be as lawful as any other 
trade, and thought that force or artifice might he employed 
fur taking them with as little compunction as in hunting, 
fishing, or fowling : this was the common opinion of his age, 
and not a solitary voice had been raised against it. In the 
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CDBuing year he sailed upon » second trading voyage, with 
Sie JetHt of Lubeck, which was a queen's ship of 700 tons, 
the Solomon of I *0, and two barques, the one of 50, and the 
other of 30, well stored, and manned with 1 70 men. They 
fell in and joined company with another queen's ship, the 
Million, Captain David Carlet, and the Si. John Baplisl, of 
London, bound for Guinea. Their consort, the Minion, was 
blown up by the carelessness of a gunner ; but most of the 
people were saved. Hawkins" instructions were thought 
worthy of being recorded as " good orders for a fleet on a long 
voyage". Til ey were in these words: "The small ships to 
be always a-head and a-weather of the Jetut, and to speak 
twice a day with the Jemu at least. If in the day the ensign 
be oi-er the poop of the Jesja, or in the night two lights, 
then shall all the ships speak with her. If there be three 
lights aboard the Jesus, then doth she cast about. If the 
weather be eitreme, that the small ships cannot keep company 
with the Jesus, then all to keep company with the Solomon, 
and forthwith repair to Teneritfe, to the northward of the 
road of Sirroes. If any happen to any misfortune, then to 
show two lights, and to shoot off a piece of ordnance. If any 
loose company, and come in sight again, to make three yawcs, 
and strike the mizen three times. Serve God daily ; love one 
anotlier; preserve your victuals; beware of fire, and keep 
good company." * 

They touched at the Canarie3,+ " the fmitfnlness of which 
island," says the historian of this voyagej " doth surely ciceed 
&r all other that I have heard of. For they make wine 
better than any in Spain ; they have grapes of such bigness 

• HaUuyt, iii., 501. 

t" Here we took fishes with heads like coniei, and teelh nothing 
vaiying ; of a jotly ihickneu, but not past a foot long ; and is not to be 
eaten without flaying, ot cutting off his head " (Hakluyt, 503). 
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that they may be compared to damsons, and in taste inferior 
to none : for sugar, suckets, raisins of the sun, and many other 
fruits, abiiiidaRce ; for rosine and raw silk there is great store : 
they want neither com, pullets, cattle, nor yet wild fowl. 
They have many camels, also, which, being young, are eaten 
of the people for victuals, and beiii); old they are used for 
carriage. About this island are certain flitting islands, which 
have been oftentimes seen, and when men approached near 
them they vanished ; as the like hath been of these islands 
now known, by the report of the inhabitants, which were not 
found of long time one after the other ; and therefore it should 
seem he is not yet bom to whom God hath appointed the 
finding of them." From thence they made Cape de Verd, 
where the natives are described as "more civil than any 
other, because of their daily traffic with the Frenchmen," and 
as being "of nature very gentle and loving". This they 
hod shown by their treatment of some shipwrecked French- 
men a little before. Yet, though Hawkins knew the dis- 
position of these people, and had taken on board one of the 
men who had been so kindly used, tliat he was not, without 
difficulty, persuaded to leave them, he endeavoured to kidnap 
some for slaves, and laid snares for them accordingly. 
But the crew of the ship which had been blown up revealed 
the intended treachery, and thereby frustrated it : perhaps, 
having lost their ship, they were not entitled to share with 
the rest ; for it is not to be supposed that they had any 
better sense of right and wrong than their comrades.* 

Hawkins could not enter the Rio Grande, as he wished, 
for want of a pilot ; he proceeded, therefore, to " one of the 
islands called Sambula," and staying there certain days, went 
"every day on shore to take the inhabitants, with burning 
and spoiling their towns ". It is no extenuation of this 
conduct that it appeared to the natives as legitimate a ctatr 

* Hakluyt, 501, J03. 
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5cqueucc of the law of the strongest as il did to themselves : 
nevertheless, when we contemplate the course of history, il 
is a consolatory considt ration, that the evil produced by 
invasions and conquest is not all additional evd ; but that, 
as in this case, barbarous tribes or nations have endured from 
strangers such miseries as they would otherwise have inflicted 
upon each other. A people whom the relater of this voyage 
calls Samboses, and whose own country was beyond Sierra 
Leone, had conquered tliese islands three years before from 
the Sapies, a tribe who inhabited about Rio Grande. "These 
Sapies," he says, " be more cruel than the Sainboses ; for 
whereas the Sainboses live most by the spoil of their enemies^ 
both in taking their victuals, and eating them also, the Sapies 
do not eat man's flesh, unless in the war they be driven by 
necessity thereunto ; which they have not used but by the 
example of the Samboses, but live only upon fruits and cattle, 
of which they have great store. This plenty is the occasion 
that the Sapies desire not war, except they be thereunto 
provoked : whereas the Samboses, for want of food, are en- 
forced thereunto, and are not wont only to eat them that 
tfaey kill, but also keep those that they take until such time as 
they wont meat, and then they kill them." The desire of 
gold was another motive ; for the Sapies buried the dead 
with their golden ornaments, and the fiercer tribe plundered 
the gtavtss, tfie use of gold, as a medium of exchange, being 
almost the sole practice of civilised society " in which the 
Portuguese had instructed the natives of the coast ".* 

The Sapies were in appearance the more bai-barous people 
of the two : they filed their teeth, " for a bravery to set out 
themselves " (a fashion, however, which is likely to have 
originated in manners as ferocious as those of their neighbours); 
and " they do jagg their flesh," says the writer, " both legs, 
anns, and bodies, as workmanlike as a jerkin-maker with ua 
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pinketh a jerkin". Thesepeople were kept by their conquerors 
to till the ground ; and by their labour it had been brought 
into a more productive state than any other part of the 
country. Poor wretches, the arrival of the English brought 
with it nothing but evil to them, for upon them it was that 
the whole evU fell ; their hnbitatiuns were burnt, their planta- 
tions wasted ; And, while the Samboses escaped in their 
canoes to the main, they fell into the invaders' hands, and 
exchanged the easiest of all states of slaverj' for the worst. 
" We took many in that place," is the statement of one of 
these freebooters, " and as much of their fruits as we could 
well carry away." This booty was obtained at the cost of a 
single life : a man, at their departure, having tarried rashly 
to gather pompions, was watched by the negroes, who came 
behind him, overthrew him, and cut his throat ; thus taking 
no undue vengeance upon the only white man that fell into 
their hands.* 

Flushed with this " prosperous success," Hawkins was easily 
persuaded by some Portuguese whom he fell in with after 
leaving the island, to attack a negro town called Bymcbn, 
where, they told him, there was great quantity of gold, and 
not above forty men, and 100 women and children ; so that if 
he would "give the adventure, he might get 100 slaves". 
He was provoked by his ruling motive, the desire of gain; 
and also by a determination " that the Portuguese should 
not think him to be of so base a courage, but that he durst 
give them that, and greater attemjits". Acconlingly, forty 
well-appointed men set forth upon this adventure, guided by 
certain Portuguese, " who brought some of them to their 
deaths". A marginal note in the original narrative says, here, 
" Portugals not to be trusted " ; but the narrative itself shows, 
that misconduct, and not treachery, brought upon this party 
what they well deserved. They di.spersed, contrary to the 
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plain's orders, every one thinking to secure what gold he 
eould for himself: the negroes took advantage of this, at- 
tacked the stragglers, and drove the whole party to their 
boats, pursuing them to the water. Seven of the kidnapperB 
were killed, including Master Field, capbiin of the Solomon, 
and twenty-seven wounded. The people were somewhat dis- 
comforted at this ; but tlawkins, " in a singular 
carried himself with countenance very cheerful c 
though he did Httle weigh the death □ 
great hurt of the rest ; although his heart i 
broken to pieces for it". "But he a.ssumed this cheer to the 
end, that the Portugals, being with him, should not presume 
to resist against him, nor take occasion to put him to further 
displeasure."* 

After this the two ships anchored at Taggarin, while the 
smaller crafts went up " a river called the Casserroes," about 
their traffic. There they leamt from the Portuguese that a 
gre.nt battle was about to be fought ; the people of Sierra 
Leone having prepared 300 canoes to invade them of Taggarin. 
.\ day was appointed for the battle, " which we would have 
seen," says the narrator, "to tlie intent we might have taken 
some of them, had it not been for the death and sickness of 
our men, which came by the contagiousness of the place". 
The canoes carried threescore men apiece, and the towns up 
the river were large, so that they had looked for a good 
booty in prisoners ; but the fatal climate compelled them to 
make haste away ; and they were informed by a Portuguese 
that they had narrowly escaped from the King of Sierra Leone, 
"who had made all the power he could" to take some of 
them, partly for the desire he had to see what kind of people 
they were. An attempt to surprise them failed, for they 
took alarm at him, though not thinking there had been such 
a mischief pretended towards them as there was indeed. "If 
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tliese men," says the writer, "had come tlowii in tlie evening, 
they had done us great displeasure, for that we were on 
shore filling water : but God, who worketh all things for the 
best, would not have it so, and by Him we escaped without 
danger. His name be praised for it." * 

These adventurers resembled the Spaniards as much in 
their sense of religion as in their want of any sense of justice 
or humanity. Making for the West Indies, they were be- 
calmed for the apace of eighteen days, "having now and 
then," says the writer, " contrary winds and some tornados, 
amongst the same calm ; which happened to us very ill, being 
but reasonably watered for so great a company of negroes and 
ourselves. This pinched us all ; and, that which was worst, 
put us in such fear that many never thought to have reached 
the Indies without great death of negroes and of themselves ; 
but the Almighty God, which never sufTereth His elect to 
perish, sent us the ordinary breeze." The first land which 
they made was Dominica, happening fortunately upon the 
most desolate part of the island ; whereby they escaped all 
danger from the cannibals, whom the Spaniards represented 
as the most desperate warriore in the Indies, and "very devils 
in respect of men ". Proceeding to Margarita, the alcayde 
entertained them hospitably, and gave them both beeves and 
sheep for refreshing their men ; but the governor woidd 
neither speak with Hawkins, nor permit him to traffic, nor . 
allow him to engage a pilot. He despatched notice of their 
arrival to the viceroy at St. Domingo ; and the viceroy seat 
orders, in consequence, to Cape de la Vela, and to other 
places along the coast, that no man should trade with these 
interlopers, but that they were to be resisted with all the 
force that could be brought together.f 

Obtaining no trade here, and finding no Opportunity t 
take in water, Hawkins departed and came to Cumani 
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t whom he found there, said " they were liut 
' «oIdiers newly arrived, and were not able to buy his negroes," 
Mid they directed him to a commodious watering-place two 
leagues off called Santa Fe. Next day the Indians came 
down, " presenting meal and cakes of bread, made of a kind 
of com called maiae, in bigness of pease, the ear whereof is 
much like to s teazel, but a span in length, having thereon a 
□lunber of grains. Also they brought down hens, potatoes, 
and pines, which we bought," the relaler proceeds, "for 
beads, pewter whistles, glasses, knives, and other trifles. 
These potiitoes be the most delicate roots that may be eaten, 
and do &r exceed our parsnips or carrots. Their pines be of the 
bigness of two fists, the outside whereof is of the making of 
c pine apple ; but it is soft like the rind of a cucumber, and 
the inside eateth like an apple, but it is more delicious than 
any sweet apple sugared." The opinion formed of the 
Indians here was, that they "surely were gentle and tractable, 
and such as desire to live peaceably, or else it had been Im- 
possible for the Spaniards to have conquered them as they 
did, and the more to live now peaceably, they being so many 
in number and the Spaniards so few ".• 

Having passed between Tortuga and the main, Hawkins 
sailed along in his pinnace to discern the coast. The Caribs, 
of whom be saw many on shore, and some in their canoes, 
showed him gold, invited him by friendly tokens to trade, 
and were very importunate with him to land ; which, " if it 
had not been for want of wares to traffic with, he would not 
have denied them, because the Indians which he had seen 
before were very gentle people, and such ;is do no man 
hurt; but, as God would have it, he wanted that thing. 
which, if he hud had, would have been his confusion: for 
these were no such kind of people as he took them to be, 
but more devilish a thousand parts, and are eaters and 

• Halilovi. 108. 
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devourers of any man they can catch,— bloodsuck ere both of 
Spaniards, Indians, and all that light in tlieir laps ; not 
sparing their own countrymen, if they can conveniently come 
by them". This Haivkins learnt at Borburata, where he 
anchored and went ashore to speuk with the Spaniards, de- 
claring himself to be an Englishman, who came thither "to 
trade with them by the way of merchandise," and requiring 
licence so to do. They made answer that they were forbidden 
to traffic with any foreif{ner, on penalty of forfeiting their 
goods ; " wherefore they desired him not to molest them 
farther, but to depart as he eame, for other comfort he might 
not look for at their hands, because they were subjects, and 
might not go beyond the law". To this he replied, that 
being in a queen's armada, with many soldiers on board, he 
was in need both of refreshment for them, and tbod and 
money also, without which he could not depart. Their 
princes were in amity one with another r the English had 
free traffic in Spain and Flandere ; and he knew no reason 
why they should not have the like in all the King of Spain's 
dominions. Upon this the Spaniards said they would send 
to their governor, who was threescore leagues off; ten days 
must elapse before his determination could arrive : mean- 
time he might bring his ships into the harbour, and they 
would supply him with any victuals he might require.* 

Tile ships accordingly went in, and received all things 
according to promise. Hawkins then "advised himself, 
that to remain there ten days idle, spending victuals and 
men's wages, and, perhaps, in the end, receive no good answer 
from the governor, it were mere folly". So he requested licence 
for the sale of certain lean and sick negroes, who were like 
to die upon his hands if he kept them ten days, having little 
or no i-efresJiment for them ; wherens, if they were disposed 
of, they would be recovered well enough : and this request 

* Hakluyt, 5og. 
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^H' he Mid, he was tbrced to make, because he bad not other- 
^1 wise wherewith to pay for the uece^sittes which he wanted. 
Tliis request being put in writing was deemed reasonable, 
■nd they granted him a licence to sell thirty slaves. But 
though some eagerness to purchase had previously been 
^L ibown, no one came now to buy. Hawkins knew not whether 
^H tliey sought to protract the time till the governor's answer 
^H tbotild arrive, that they " might keep themselves blameless," 
^B or if some other policy were in view : upon demanding the 
^B cause^ he was told that the licence had been granted only to 
^B the poorer people to buy negroes of small price ; their money 
^B was not ready like rich men's ; and, moreover, as soon as 
^B they saw the ship, they had sent away their money and their 
^F wives to the mountains for fear, and it would take two days 
to briiig them back. Some, however, came to cheapen, but 
showed such a disposition to bring down the price, that 
Hawkins sent for the principal of the town, and made show 
as if he would depart, saying he wfts sorry that he had troubled 
them, as also that he had sent for the governor. For it was 
not only a licence to sell that he sought, but profit also, 
which he saw was not to be had tliere ; and, therefore, he 
would seek farther. And he showed them his papers, that 
they might see what he had paid for his negroes ; and de- 
dared, also, "the great charge he was at in his shipping 
mad in wages". The Spaniards, who wanted slaves, and 
hoped to get them cheap, did not like to hear of his departure : 
they " put him in comfort to sell better there than in any 
other place " ; and went so far as to say that, if licence were 
refused, he should not lose his labour in tarrying, for they 
would buy without it," 

The details are curious, because this voyage led the way 
to those hostilities in the New World, which made the 
Bnglish name so formidable there, and so odious, and which 
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first cnlled forth the chuacter of the English seaman iii 
its wliolu streii^h ; aiid because with these tnmsactiom at 
Rurbumtu that illicit trade commeuced, which continued as 
lung OS Spain reLiined its colonies upon the American main. 
That Hawkins might be induced to stay, the Spaniards 
Ixiitght sonie of his lean negroes ; but when the purchasers 
)iaid the duty, and required from the officers of the customs 
the customary discharge, the officers refused to give it, and. 
Instead of carrying the money to the king's account, dis- 
tributed it to the poor " for the love of God ". He could not 
have acted more wisely with a view to his own exculpation ; 
but this caution put a stop to the sale, the purchasers fearin;; 
that they might be called upon for pajrnieut of tlie duties a. 
second time. So trade was suspended till the fourteenth day, 
wheu the govenior arrived. To him Hawkins repeated his 
petition ; he had come thither in a ship of the queen's 
majesty of England bound to Guinea ; but, driven here by 
wind and weatlier, he had great need not of necessaries alone, 
hut money for the payment of his soldiers to whom he had 
promised it ; and, indeed, they would not depart without it, 
though he were willing to do so. Further, he represented 
tiiat, notwithstanding tlie prohibition, it would be well taken 
ut the governor's hands if he granted a licence in this ease, 
seeing tliat there was a great amity between their princes, 
and that the thing pertained to our queen's highness. This 
petition was taken into consideration by the govenior in 
council, and the licence was granted ; but any abatement of 
the king's custom, being thirty ducats upon every slave, 
was refused.* 

But as Hawkins had little scruple how he obtained bis 
negroes, or what papers he exhibited, or what story he told, 
so he was determined that the king's duties should not stand 
in his way, and that if he could not obtain his price by tuir 
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rmeMns, he would extort it from his customers by fear. With 
this n^BoIutioD, he landed 100 meu, well armed with bows and 
arrows, harquebiisses and pikes, oud marched toward the 
town. Speedy messengers came out to know his demands, 
"Soourcaptaiu," says his honest chronicler, "declaring how un- 
reasonable a thing the king's custom was, requested to have 
the same abated, and to pay 7 J percent., which is the ordinary 
custom for wares through his dominions there ; and unto this 
if they could not grant, he would displease them." Answer 
was rctumtrd, that all things should be to his content : the 
soldiers and marinera, liowever, insisted upon having hostages; 
when these liad been given, the traffic was begun, and went on 
without disturbance ; and Hawkins, it seems, found no further 
difficulty in obtaining what he thought a fair price. By mere 
accident, however, his presence, unwelcome as it must have 
been to the persons in authority, proved to be of singular 
benefit to the town. A party of Caribs having obtained a 
guide, came in their canoes by night to bum the place and 
massacre the inliabitants ; and their purpose was likely to 
have succeeded, if the Spaniards hftd not been upon their guard 
■gainst the English.*' Before they lefl this place, a French 
vessel from Havre arrived from the coast of Guinea, having 
been beaten off from St. Jorge da Miua by the Portuguese 
galleys, and bringing to Hawkins tidings " most sorrowfid 
(or him to understand," that the captain of his consort the 
Minion, with a merchant and twelve mariners, had been 
betrayed by the negroes on their first arrival there, and were 
detained prisoners by the Portuguese ; so that there was 
great doubt of bringing home the ship. 

Having ended their dealings at Borburata, they proceeded 
to the island of Cura?oa, where they had " traffic for hides, 
and found great refreshing both of beef, mutton, and lambs ; 
whereof there was such plenty that, saving for skins, they 
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had the flesh given them for nnthiiig ; and the worst i 



the ship thought s 



■ only of 1 



' mutton, but ftlso of 
sodden lamb, which they disdained to eat unrotisted ". 
But, notwithstanding this sweet meat, the narrator says, 
" they had sour sauce there ; and after nine days' tarriance, 
were rejoiced when they departed : for by reason of riding 
io open at sea, what with blasts, whereby their anchors 
being aground there, three at once caine home, and also with 
contrary winds blowing, whereby, for fear of the shore, they 
were fain to haul off to have anchor-hold, sometimes a whole 
day and night they turned up and down ; and this happened 
not once, but half a dozen times in the space of their being 
there ". Hawkins made next for Rio de la Hacha : there he 
spoke with tlie king's treasurer of the Indies, resident there ; 
told him of his quiet traffic in Borburata ; produced a certificate 
from the governor in confirmation of this statement ) requested 
licence to trade here also in like manner; and when he was 
told that this could not be granted, the viceroy having sent 
express commission from St. Domingo to resist him with all 
the force they could, he repeated his story of having been 
forced by contrary winds to come into these parts. " But 
seeing they would, contrary to all reason, go about to with- 
stand his traHic, he would not it should be said by him, that, 
having the force he had, lie was driven from his traffic per- 
force, but would rather put it in adventure whether he or 
they should have the better ; and, thei-efore, he called upon 
them to determine, either to give him licence to trade, or 
else stand to their own defence." In reply to this, they gave 
him the licence which he asked, but offered a price less by 
one-half than what he had obtained at Borburata. "Where- 
upon the captain, weighing their unconscionable request, 
wrote to them a letter, saying, that they dealt too rigorously 
witli him, to go about to cut his throat in the price of his 
commodities, which were so reasonably rated, as they could 
not by a great deal have the like at any other man' 
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i to his 



e would 



but seeing they had sent him this to his supper, 
the morning bring them as good a breakfast." • 

Having given this hint that he iotended to settle the price 
of his commodities in bis own way, Hawkins accordingly 
fired a culverin, in the morning, "to summon the town," and 
prepared to land with 100 men, having two brass falcons in 
his great boat, "and iu the other boats double bases in their 
noses ". Tlie townsmen, " incontinent, in battle array," 
marched from the town, making semblance as if they would 
resolutely have opposed the landing: and he, "perceiving 
them so to brag, commanded the two falcons to be discharged 
at them ; which put them in no small fear to see, as they 
afterwards declared, such great pieces iu a boat". At every 
shot they feU flat to the ground ; and at last, for fear of 
these guns, they broke their array, and dispersed. Still their 
horsemen, being about thirty, made a brave show, coursing 
up and down, their while leather targets in one hand, and 
their javelins in the other : but as soon as Hawkins marched 
towards them, they sent a flag of truce ; and the treasurer, 
in a cautious interview with this ugly merchant, acceded to 
all that he asked. Hostages were demanded, as before, on 
the alleged determination of the men ; and these having been 
given, " we made our traliic quietly ". Nevertheless, as the 
Spaniards seemed to be collecting, Hawkins thought a second 
display of his strength necessary ; and when the final settle- 
ment was to be made, he went with his three boats, as before, 
"with bases in their noses, and his men with weapons ac- 
cordingly ". All, however, passed off peaceably ; and though 
some displeasure had arisen concerning money due by the 
Governor of Borburata, which was to have been paid by the 
treasurer here, and of which the treasurer refused payment, 
Hawkins " would not molest him " for a debt which was not 
n, but was content to remit it until another time. 
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Tltey parted witli a show of friendship ; the raploJti demanded 
a testimonial of bis good beliaviatir : it was not given till he 
was under sail, ready to depart : then having received it, he 
veiy courteously took his leave, shooting ofT the bases of his 
boat for his farewell ; and the townsmen returned this parting 
salute with four falcons and thirty hart) uebosses,— glad to be 
sped of such traders.* 

He now made for Hispaniol.i ; but was driven so far to 
leeward, that he fell in with the " middle of Jamaica, though 
the clouds, which lay upon the land two days together, made 
it appear like a headland. There was a Spanish merchant in 
Hawkins' ship, who, trading in Guinea, and being by treason 
taken of the negroes, and afterwards bought by tlie Tango- 
mangos, was by our captain brought from thence, and had bis 
passage to go into his own country." Poor man ! be was 
little benefited by this act of humanity. Deceived by the 
appearance of the litnd, he pointed to the objects whicfa, as 
his hopes and imagination shaped them, seemed to him well 
known. TTiis was such a place ; yonder was such a man's 
ground ; behind that point was the harbour. Before he went 
into the pinnace to go ashore, " he put on his new clothes, 
and for joy flung away bis old. But in the end," says the 
angry narrator, " he pointed so from one point to aootlier, 
that we were E'leeboard of all places, and found ourselves at 
the west end of Jamaica before we were aware of it ; and 
being once to leeward, there was no getting up again: ao 
that, by trusting of this Spaniard's knowledge, our captain 
sought not to speak with any of the inhabitants, which, if he 
had not made himself sure of, he would have done as his cus- 
tom was in other places." But this man was a plague not only 
to our captain, whom he made lose, by overshooting the pUce, 
£000/. by hides, which he might have gotten, but also to him- 
self; for having been three years out of his country, and in 

• Hak1uy^ 513. 
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great misery- in Guinea, and now in hope tu cunie to his wife 
and friends, as he made sure account, he rould n"t tiiul Kiiy 
habitation neither there nor in Cuba, which we sailed all 
along ; but it fell out ever, by one occasion or other, that we 
were put beside the same, so that he was fain to be biDught 
to England ; and it happened tu hira as to that Duke of 
Samaria, when the Israelites were besieged ; "for not ever 
thinking to have seen his own country, he did see the same, 
and went upon it ; and yet it was not hia fortune to come to 
it, nor to any habitation, whereby to remain with his friends 
according to his desii-e ".* 

This unfortunate Spaniard, as he had at first been mistaken 
in the part of the coast, fell into a gi-eater mistake concerning 
the island ttaelf, and concluded that it was Hispaniola ; in 
which erroneous opinion Hawkins concurteil, because, being 
ignorant of the force of the current, he could not believe 
thtit be bad been so far driven to leeward. He set his course, 
therefore, for Jamaica, as he supposed ; and this further errot 
" came to as ill a pass " as the first ; " for by this did he also 
overpass a place in Cuba called Santa Cniz, where, as he was 
informed, was great store of hides to be had " ; and missing, 
thus, two of the ports "where he thought to have raised great 
profit by his traffic, and also to have found refreshing of 
victuals and water for his men, he was now disappointed 
greatly". The latter necessary he found upon the Isle of 
Plnaa ; and " although it were neither so toothsome as running 
water, by the means it is standing, and but the water of rain, 
and, moreover, being near the sea, was brackish, yet did not 
they refuse it, but uere more glad tliereof, as the time then 
required, than they should have been another time with fine 
conduit water ". After wandering in these seas three weeks 
longer, they overshot the Havannah, "which," says Sporke, 
"is an harbour whereunto all the fii;etii of the Spaniards come, 

• llakluyl. 514. 
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auil do there tarry to have one the company of another ". 
Hawkins meant to liave watered there, if he had bit the port. 
He seems not to have entertaineJ any apprehension that, if 
he had fallen in there with any ships of greater strength, 
they might have been disposed to put a stop to his trading by 
just such cogent means as he had employed in earrying it on. 
At length, in great waiit of water, he made for the coast of 
Florida, and there ranged along, anchoring every night, 
because he would miss no place where this want could be 
supphed, and entering every creek in search for the Huguenot 
colony which Admiral de Coligni had sent thither under 
Rene de Laudonniere. He found them not where he ex- 
pected, but on the river May ; where Laudonuitre had erected 
a fort about two leagues trom the sea, which he named La 
Caroline. They had been reduced, by war, desertion, and 
nmtiny, from 200 to about 40 ; and Hawkins heard from 
tliem the sad history of their misfortunes and their mis- 
conduct. Little as was the sense of religion that either party 
manifested in their general dealings, on this occasion it 
became a bond of sympathy and a security for good faith. 
No precautions were thought necessary in their intercouree. 
Hawkins supplied them out of his ship with such stores as he 
could spare ; and, to help them the better homeward, spared 
tliem also one of his barques of fifty tons ; * when Laudonniere 
could not be persuaded to accept of a passage to Europe for 
himself and his people, though he had determined upon 
returning thither without delay, after destroying the fort, lest 
the Spaniards or English should occupy it.f 

•HaMuyt, 516-518. 

t "Foit honnEte homme," Charlcvoii calls Hawkins on this occaiion; 
"etque. hien loin," he adds, " d'abuser du ttislc ilat ou il ttouva In 
Pianfois, fil au contraiie tout ce qu'il put pour les (oulagcr. Sutioui 
quand il cut teconnu qu'ils eloient Piotestan*." Of this, however, 
Hawkini could not have been ignorant. " II vint Mv 
rcndce viiite." And for Ihe ilorea wliicli he ipared them, Chartevoii 
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e now sailed for England ; and contrary winds prolonged 
C voyage "till victuals scanted, so that they were in despair 
of ever reaching home, had not God," as they truly said, 
" provided for them better than their deserving ", " In 
which state of great misery," says Sparkc, "we were provoked 
to call upon Him by fervent prayer ; which moved Him to 
hear us " : and they arrived, at length, at Padstow, in Corn- 
wall, through His mercy, in safetj', " with the loss of twenty 
persons in all the voyage, and with great profit to the venturers, 
as also to the whole realm, in bringing home gold, silver, 
pearls, and other jewels great store. His name, therefore, be 
praised for evermore. Amen ! " • Thus piously the writer 
of this narrative concludes his relation, as if utterly uncon- 
scious that he had been engaged in anything iniquitous. 
Contrariwise, it was considered that Hawkins had rendered 
good service to his country by opening for it a new branch of 
trade ; insomuch that, "by way of increase and augmentation 
of honour, a coat of arms and crest were settled upon him and 
his posterity, by a patent thus worded ; He bears sable on 
a point wavee, a lion passant gold, in chief three besants. 
Upon his helm a wreath argent and azure, a demi-Moor, in 
bis proper colour, bound and captive, with annulets on his 

•ays ; " Non Kulement Hawkins lui en avoit (ait un bon prix, mais il y 
avoit B)outf quantity de piescns " {Hist, de la N, France, c. Ixxxix.. xc). 

De Morgues confiims the accounl of this fair dealing, aquo admodum 
t^ilio. and that some stores were given to the French (De Biy, 3t). 

Hawkins' bislorian thought there were means to reap a sufficient 
pto&t in Florida uid Virginia i though it might seeni unto some that, 
because gold and silver were not so abundant a« in other places, the cost 
would not quit the charge. For breeding cattle, he thought no country 
could be more favourable ; and the profit torn hides was very great. Bui 
u to forming a settlement there, " because," he says, " there is not the 
thing wc all seek, being rather desirous of present gains, 1 do, (herelbre, 
alfinn (he attempt thereof to be more requisite for a prince, who is of 
:r able to go through with the same, than for any subject " (p. jao). 

• Hakluyt, 5*1. 
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arms and ears, or mantellecl gules double urgent."* "A 
worthy symbol," Campbell obsenes, t ■' of the infamous 
traffic which he had opened to his couiitrj-." 

After an expedition in 1567, for the intended relief of the 
Huguenots at Rochelle, he prepared for a second adventure 
to Guinea and the Spanish Indies ; ^ and sailed from Plymouth, 
in October, 15(i7, with his old ship the Jesiu of Lubeck, the 
Minion, and four other vessels. Arriving at Cape de Veid, 
he landed 150 men, "hoping to obtain some negroes, where 
he got but few, and those with great hurt and damage to his 
own men ; chiefly, it was thought, proceeding from poisoned 
arrows : for although, in the beginning, the hurls seemed to 
be but small, there hardly escaped any that had blood drawn 
of them, but died in strange sort, with their mouths shut 
some ten days before they died, and afler their wounds 
were whole ". Thence they proceeded, " searching with 
all diligence the rivers from Rio Grande to Sierra Leone " ; 
when, having "gotten together" not so many as 150 slaves, 
sickness and the lateness of the season, says Hawkins, "com- 
manded us away, thus having nothing wherewith to seek the 
coast of the West Indies ". While the commander was 
holding counsel whether to make for St. Jorge da Mina, and 
tliere obtain gold for their wares, so to dcfriiy their charges, 
a negro king sent to desire their aid against his neighbours, 
promising them for their pains all the prisoners who should 

• Prince's Worth'm of Dtvon. tVol, i., 405. 

X Hcncra says, that two Porcuguew ofleicd M conduct this Sect to a 
place \vhcie they might load themselves with gold and other licho: 
thai upon this allurement [he queen supplied Hawkins with two ships, 
he and his brother fitting out other lour and a pinnace, that the force on 
board amounted 10 ijoo soldiers and mariners, who were to be paid hj 
a third Oi the proiilB ((W }van al lercio dt la ganancia) ; and that, when 
the expedition was on the point of sailing, the Portuguese deserted from 
Plymoutli, and got to France : but as the cost of the outfit had been 
incurred. i\. was thought proper (o proceed IHiitoria Genrral, I. xii., c 
xml.. p. 718I. 
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be taken. Without regard to anything but the prospect of 
gain, the offers were ncccpted, and ISO men sent to assist 
this barbaiHan. They assaulted a town coiituhiing 800O in- 
habitants, strongly paled and fenced nfter their manner, and 
ao well defended, that the English, having had six slain and 
forty wounded, sent to Hawkins for more help ; " whereupon," 
says he, " considering that the good success of this enterprise 
might highly further the commodity of our voyage, I went 
myself; and, with the help of the king of our side, assaulted 
the town both by land and sea ; and very hardly, with fire 
(their houses being covered with dry palm leaves), obtained 
the town, and put the inhabitants to flight ; wliere we took 
S50 persons, men, women, and children. And by our friend, 
the king of our side, there were taken 600 prisoners, where- 
of we hoped to have had our choice ; but the negro (in which 
nation is seldom or never found truth) meant nothing less ; 
for that night he removed his camp anil prisoners, so that we 
were fain to content us with those few that we had gotten 
ourselves." * 

Having, however, now obtained between 400 and 500 
negroes, he hoped, by carrying them to the West Indies, to 
countervail the charges of this expedition with some gains. 
Having made the Island of Dominica, he " coasted on from 
place to place, making his trafhc with the Spaniards as he 
might ; somewhat hardly, because the king had straightly 
commanded all his governors in those parts by no means to 
■alter any trade to be made with them ". Notwithstanding, 



•Haklnyt, 5*1,531. "When they wereahouitolandin the river Bambo," 
HerTCia says. " a sea-horac {eavalto marino) gave the boat a blow, which 
would have swamped it if it had not speedily got to shore : the creature," 
he adds, " sprang upon Ihc prow at the tame lime, and with Its tail and arm, 
Of paw, catiied off a trumpclet" (p. 718). "Here, too," he says. "Haw- 
kins took on board twelve Frenchmen, the raiscrable remaint of fifty, who 
had put off in their boat from a sinking ship, and remained at the mercy of 
the waves, sBbusllTig upon font figs a day till these alone survived." 
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he liftd "reasonable trade and eourteous enterUinment 
from the Isle of Margarita unto CarthaKenn. except at Rio de 
la Hacha, " from whence came all the pearls ". The trea- 
surer, who had the charge, would by no means agree to anv 
trade, or suffer us to water ; he had fortified his town with 
divers bulwarks in all places where it might be entered, and 
furnished him with 100 harquebusicrs ; so that he thought, 
by famine, to have enforced us to put a-land our negroes > 
" of which purpose," says Hawkins, " he had not greatly 
failed, unless we had by force entered the town ; which, 
after we could by no means obtain his favour, we were 
enforced to do. So, witli 200 men, we brake in upon their 
bulwarks, and entered the town, with the loss oidy of two 
men,* and no hurt done to the Spaniards, because, after their 
volley discharged, they all fled. Thus having the town, with 
some circumstances, as partly by the Sp^iniards' desire of 
negroes, and partly by friendship of the treasurer, we ob- 
tained a secret trade, whereupon the Spaniards resorted to us 
by night, and bought of us to the number of 200 negroes. 
In all other places where we traded, the Sp.^niard inhabit' 
ants were glad of us, and traded willingly. "f 

Carthagena was the last town which they thought to have 
seen on the coast. There the governor was so straight — 
that is, he observed his orders so properly — that Hawkins 
could have no dealings with any Spaniard ; and, because hia 
trade was nearly finished, he neither thought it prudent to 
venture a landing, nor to " detract further time," but departed 
in peace, hoping to escape the hurricanes, for " the time of 
these storms " was approaching. But passing by the west 
end of Cuba, towards Florida, there "happened to them" « 
storm, which continued four days, and " so beat the Juut 
that they cut down all her higher buildings ; her rudder also 

'Uencta lays: "He loKt bit targtiilo mor here, and thiec otbcri" 
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was snre shaken, and witbal the ship was in so extreme a 
leak," that they were "rather on the point to leave her 
than to keep her any longer". Yet, hoping to "bring all to 
■jood pass, ■ they made for the coast of Florida, and there 
found no place nor haven for their ships because of the shal- 
lowness of tlie coast, "Thus being in grenter despair, and 
taken with a new storm, which continued other three days," 
H«wkins thought that his only resource was to take for his 
succour " the port which serveth Uie city of Mexico, called 
St Juan de Uiloa ; in seeking of which port," he says, "we 
took on our way three ships, which carried passengers to the 
number of 100; which passengers we hoped should be a 
mean to us the better to obtain victuals for our money, and a 
quiet place for the repairing of our fleet ".* 

That port they entered on the ItSth of September. The 
Spaniards of Vera Cruz mistook them for a fleet fivm Spain 
which was daily expected ; and under that mistake the chief 
officers came aboard to receive the dispatches,! and "being 
deceived of their expectation," were greatly dismayed ; 
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great need of repair ; these wants the English, as friends to 
King Philip, requested they might be supplied with for their 
money ; they requested, also, that, with all convenient speed, 
order might be taken for preventing any eause of quarrel on 
the arrival of the Spanish fleet. This message lefl the port 
on the night after their entrance: "on the morrow," sayi 
Hawkins, " we saw open of the haven thirteen great ships. 
I sent immediately to advertise the general of the fleet of 
my being there, giving him to understand, that, before I 
would suffer them to enter the port, there should some order 
of conditions pass between us for our safe-being there and 
mainteiiance of peace. 

" Now it is to be understood that this port is made by a 
little island of stones, not three foot above the water in the 
highest plaee, and but a bowshot of length any way: this 
island standeth from the mainland two bowshots or more. 
Also it is to be understood that there is not in all this coast 
any other place for ships to arrive in safety, because the nortb 
wind hath there such violence, that, unless the ships be 
very safely moored, with their anchors fastened upon this 
island, there is no remedy for these north winds but death. 
Also the place of the haven was so little, that of necessity 
the ships must ride one aboard the other, so that we could 
not give place to tliem, nor they to us. And here 1 began 
to bewail that which afler followed : 'For now,' snid I, ' I am in 
two dangers, and forced to receive the one of them '. That 
was, either I must liave kept out the fleet, the which, with 
God's help, 1 was very well able to do ; or else suffer them 
to enter in with their accustomed treason, which they never 
fail to execute, when they may have opportunity to compass 
it by any means. If I had kept them out, then had there 
been present shipwreck of all the fleet, which amounted in 
value to six millions, which was in value of our money 
1,800,000/. ; which I considered I was not able to answer, 
fearing the queen's majesty's indignation in so weighty a 
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H^BKtter. Thus with myself revolving the doubts, i thought 
^»flier better to abide tlie jutt of tlie uncertainty than the 
certainty ; the uncertain doubt, I account, was their treason, 
which, by good policy, I hoped might be prevented ; and, 
therefore, as choosing the least mischief, I proceeded to con- 
ditions." * 

The fleet, which was commanded by Francisco de Luxaji, 
brought out a new viceroy, Don Martin Henriquez ; and his 
presence rendered it unnecessary to wait for instructions 
from Mexico.t Indeed the circumstances admitted of no 
delay ; for the fleet, being advised from Vera Cruz that the 
English were in the port, kepi off at a distance of some three 
leagues, and were in danger of the north winds, which are 
aa frequent on that coast as they are perilous. Upon re- 
ceiving Hawkins's overtures, the viceroy, therefore, desired 
him to propose Iiis conditions, promising that, for the better 
maintenance of amity between the two crowns, they should 
on bis part be favourably granted and faithfully performed : 
he added "many fair words, how, passing the coast of the Indies, 
he had understood of our honest beliaviour towards the in- 
habitants where we had to do ; the which," says Hawkins, 
" I let pass. We required victuals for out money, and 
licence to sell as much ware as might furnish our wants ; and 
that there might be of either part twelve gentlemen as 
hostages ; and that the island, for our better safety, might 
be in our own possession during our abode thei'e, and such onl- 
nance as was planted on the same island, which were eleven 
pieces of brass ; and that no Spaniard might land on the island 
with any kind of weapon." These conditions the viceroy 
*»omewhal disliked " at first ; as well he might, coming from 
one whom he could regard as nothing better than on armed 

•Haklayl. 5^3. 

t According 10 Herreri, the English had been Boine days in the port, 

and the pEtmission foi which they had applied had aiiivcd from Mexico, 
But ibcse are points upon which Hawkina must be the best authoiity. 
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cnntrabandist Chiefly he objected to the demand that the 
English sliouhl have the island in their own keeping : this, 
however, Hawkins justly regarded as an indispensable con- 
dition, seeing that " if they had had it, we should soon have 
known our fare ; for with the first north wind they had cut 
our cables, and our ships had gone ashore ". The negotia- 
tions, not being expedited by any dangerous weather, con- 
tinued three days. At last, the viceroy consented to all that 
was required, reducing only the number of hostages to ten : 
these, with all speed on either part, were exchanged ; the 
viceroy gave a writing, " signed with his hand, and sealed 
with his seal, of all the conditions ; and forthwith command- 
ment was made, by sound of trumpet, that none should 
violate the peace on pain of death. The two generals met 
and pledged their faith each to the other ; and all having 
been, as it seemed, concluded, the Spaniards entered the 
port, the fleets saluting one another as the manner of the sea 
doth require. Thus, Thursday, we entered the port, Friday 
we saw the Spanish fleet, and on Monday, at night, they 
entered. Then we laboured two days placing the English 
ships by themselves, and the Spanish ships by themselves ; 
the captains of each part, and inferior men of their parts, 
promising great amity ; which even as with all fidelity it was 
meant on our part, so the Spaniards meant nothing less on 
theirs." • 

Hawkins soon had reason to suspect that the Spaniards 
were secretly furnishing their ships with men from the shore : 
indeed, on the very night after the Spaniards had entered, 
120 soldiers hail been conveyed on board. The viceroy, who. 
by permitting this, clearly consented to the intended treason, 
left things in this state, and departed for Mexico. On the 
morning of Thursday there were manifest indications of some 
intended treason ; such as " shifting of weapons from ship tu 

• Hakluyl, 513, 524, 
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ip ; planting and landing of ordnance from the shipi to the 
passing to and fro of companies of mt^n, more thaji 
required for their necessary business, and many other ill 
likelihoods, which caused him and his people to have a 
vehement suspicion. Therewithal he sent to the general 
to inquire what was meant. The answer was, that he would 
be their defence against all villainies ; * and comraandment 
was given, accordingly, to unplant all things suspicious." 
Hawkins's apprehensions were not removed by these fair 
words and fair appearances : he had reason to believe that 
not less than 300 men had been secretly conveyed on board a 
ship of 900 tons, which was moored next the Minion ; and, 
the master of the Jesus spoke Spanish, he sent him to the 
ly, and required to be satisfied if any such thing were or 
The viceroy now seeing that the treason must be 
discovered, forthwith stayed our master, blew tlie trumpet, 
and of all sides set upon us. Our men which warded ashore, 
being stricken with sudden fear, gave place, fled, and sought 
recover succour of the shipa. The Spanianls, being pro- 
led for the purpose, landed in all places in multitudes from 
'tiieir ships, which they might ea.sily do without boots, and 
slew all our men ashore without meroy ; a few only escaping 
OD board the Jesus. The great ship immediately fell aboard 
the Minion ; but, by God's appointment, in the time of the 
suspicion we had, which was only one half-hour, the Minion 
was made ready to avoid ; and so leesing her head-fasts, and 

* On the faith of a viceroy, Hawkins says: but It was the gencraLl, 
Lozan. who was now acting on hia own authority, and on the avowed 
principle that faith waa not to l>e kept with freebooters : pua aqncllot 
IngUu* eran cosiarios y qut no st Us devia /(uardar la fe daita. indeed 
the stoiy, as (old by the Spanish hislotian, has a blacker diaiactcc than 
in Hawkins's relation. Herrera says, that Luxan sent a good numbur 
of Spaniards on shore, armed only with daggers, who feigning gocd 
Billowihip with the English, invited them to drink, and when (hey had 
k enough, and the signal was given, suddenly allacked (hem, the 
(imc opening thcii H.-e. 
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hauling away by the stem-fasts, she was gotten nut ; thus, 
with God's help, she defended the violence of the first brunt 
of these 300 men. The Minion being passed out, they came 
aboard the Jesus; which, also, with very much sdo, «nd 
the loss of many of our men, kept them out. Then were there 
also two otJier ships that assaulted the Jetiu at the same 
histant, so that she had hard ,Tetting loose ; but yet, with 
some time, we had cut our head-fasts, and gotten out by the 
stem-&sts. Now, when the Jivus and the Million were 
gotten about two ships' length from the Spanish fleet, the 
fight began so hot on nil sides, that, within one hour the 
adroiral of the Spaniards was supposed to be sunk, their 
vice^miral burnt, and one other of their principal ships 
supposed to be sunk; so that the ships were little able to 
annoy us." * 

Had the English maintained the island long enough after 
the first manifestation of hostility, to have spiked the guns 
there, the whole action would have been as glorious to them 
as it was dishonourable to the Spaniards : but they had made 
no preparation agauist an attack, and when it was made 
the men who were ashore lost all courage and with it all 
presence of mind. Their ordnance being thus in the Spaniards' 
hands, " did us," says Hawkins, " so great annoyance, th.-'.t 
it cut all the masts and yai'ds of the Jeitu, in such sort that 
thei'e was no hope to carry her away ; also it sunk our small 

* Haltluyi. 534. The Spanish account diflecs from this: it gays Ui^ 
Hawkins, having fought all day. and seeing twelve of his men killeil by 
the fall of a mast, and that his other vessels were in bad plight, went on 
board the Atmrranta, and oideied his own ship ta be set on fire, and so 
put to sea. The ship, however, was not burnt ; and the Spanish hostages 
who wcte left in it said that he had always treated tbem welL The 
Spaniards say that they sunk one vessel, and that another with sixty men 
got out, but ailenvards was driven on the coast of Panuco, nhere the 
people were made prisoners by (he inhabitants of S. Luis de Tampico 
and sent to Mexico, and there, by the viceroy's orders, treated well 
(p. 7^0). 
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hips (the Jutlilh only, a small barque of fifty tons, excepted) : 
whereupon we determined to ]>lnce the Jvitu* on that aide of 
Jthe Minion, that she might abide all the battery from the 
id, and so be a defence for the Minion till night ; and then 
take such relief of victuals and other necessaries from the 
Jaui as the time would suffer us, and to leave her. As we 
were thus determining, and had placed the Minion from the 
shot of the land, suddenly the Spaniards fired two great ships 
which were coming directly with us ; and liaving no means 
to &void the fire, it bred among tlie men a marvellous fear, so 
that some said, ' Let us depart with the Minion ' ; others said, 
' Let us see whether the wind will carry the fire from us '. 
But to be short, the Minion's men, who had always their 
sails in readiness, thought to make sure work ; and so, without 
either consent of the captai 
Hawkins himself was " very hardly " 
of the men who were left nllv 
followed tlie Minion in their boat ; the rest, whom the boat 
could not hold, were enforced to abide the mercy of the 
SpwaiBirds, " which," he says, " I doubt, was very little ".* 

Thus only the Minimi and the Judith escaped ; and Haw- 
kins complains that the latter that same night forsook him 
in his great misery. Having removed about two bowshots 
from the Spanish ships, the Minion rode until morning, and 
then gained the Isla de Sacrificios, about a mile off": there a 
north wind took them ; and being left only with two anchors 
many cables, — for in the conflict they htid lost three 
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HaUu^ 435. Little, indeed ;" for it is a ceit^n truth," says Miles 
that wheieaa they had taken certain of our men ashore, they 
hang them up by the arms upon high posts, until the blood buisl out of 
their fingers' ends: of wtiich men so used there is one Copstowe, and 
certain others yet alive, who, by the merciful providence of the Almighty, 
arrived here at home in England, carrying still about with them (and shall 
to their graves) the marks and tokens o! those their inhuman and more 
than barbarous cruel dealings " (Hakluyt, 473). 
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cables and two anchdrs — they thought alwaysupon death, whicli 
ever was present; "but God," says the commander, "pre- 
served us to a longer lite. [That north wind prevented the 
Spaniards, according to their own account, from pursuing him: 
but they might have done this when the wind changed, and, 
doubtless, would have done ao, had they not been so roughly 
handled in the action.] The weather waxed seasonable, and the 
Saturday we set sail ; and liaving a great number of men and 
little victuals, our hope of life waxed less and less." Some 
were for yielding to the Spaniards ; some rather desired to 
reach a place where they might give themselves to the in- 
fidels ; and some had rather abide, with a little pittance, the 
mercy of God at sea, " So, thus, with sorrowful hearts, we 
wandered in an unknown sea by the space of fourteen days, 
till hunger enforced us to seek the land ; for hides were 
thought very good meat? rats, cats, mice, and dogs, none 
escaped that might be gotten ; parrots and monkeys, that 
were had in great price, were thought then very profitable if 
they served the turn one dinner. Thus on the 8th of October 
we came to land in the bottom of the same Bay of Mexico, 
in SSi", where we hoped to have found inliabitants of the 
Spaniards, relief of victuals, and place for the repair of our 
ship, which was so .sore beaten with shot from our enemies, 
and bruised with shooting off our own ordnance, that our 
weary and weak arms were scarce able to keep out water. 
But all things happened to the contrary ; we found neither 
people, victuals, nor haven of relief; only a place where, 
having fair weather, with some peril we might land a boat."* 
This was on the coast of Tabasco. 

Here some of his people desired to l>e set ashore, making 
their choice rather to submit themselves to the mercy of 
savages than longer to hazard themselves at sea, where they 
very well saw that should they remain together, if they per- 

* Hakluyt, 524, 515. 
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d not by drowning, hunger must enforce them in the end 
e another. Desperate as the request was, he could 
['not but consent to it. About a hundred took this resolution, 
iibout as many more resolved, at all risks, to take the 
dunce of reaching their own country.* The former were 

* Thus Hawkins relates the stoiy : a veiy diffetent one is lold by 
MilcB Philips: he Eays that to IhisrequcEl "our general did very willinf^y 
agree, considering with himself that it was necessary for him to leswn 
hii number, both (or the safety of himself and the rest ; and thereupon 
being loolved to set half his people ashoie that he had then left alive, it 
was a world to tee how suddenly men's minds were altered; foi they which 
a little before desired to be set on land were now of a different mind, and 
lequested rather to stay. By means whereof oui general was enforced, 
for the more cementation of all men's minds, and to take away all occauont 
of offence, to take ihia order. First, he made choice of such persons of 
service and account as were needful to stay ; and that being done, of 
those which were willing to go, he appointed such as he thought might 
be best spared, and presently appointed that by the boat they should be 
set on shore ; our general promising us that, (he next year, he would either 
come himself, or else send to fetch us home. Here, again, it would have 
caused any stony heart to have relented to hear the pitiful moan ihat 
many did make, and how loth they were to depart. The weather was 
then somewhat slorniy and tempestuous, and, therefore, we were to paaa 
with great danger ; yet, notwithstanding, there was no remedy, bot we 
that were appointed 10 go must of necessity do so : howbeit, those that 
went in the first boat were safely set on shore ; but of those which went 
in the second, of which I myself was one, the seas wrought so high, that 
we could not attain to the shore, and. therefore, we were constrained, 
through the cruel dealing of John Hampton, captain of the Minion, and 
John Sanders, boatswain of the Jcius, and Thomas Pollard his mate, to 
leap out of the boat into the main sea. having more than a mile to shore, 
and lo to shill for ourselves, and either to sink or swim; and of those 
that M> were (as It were) thrown out, and compelled to leap Into the sea, 
there were two drowned " (pp. 473, 474). Those who were landed, ho 
says, had only one caliver, and two old swords among them. 

The relation of Job Hortop, another of the party, is more in conformity 
with Hawkins, '-Our general," he says, "was forced to divide his 
company into two parts, for there was mutiny among them for want of 
victuals; and some said that they would rather be on the shore, lo 
•hift for themselves amongst the enemies, than to starve on shipboard. 
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landed ; Hawkins determined to water there, and then with 
his "Httle remain of victuals to take the sea ". He was on 
sliore with fifty of his remaining crew expediting this work, 
when there arose an extreme storm ; during three days they 
coulil not regain the ship, and the ship was in such peril that 
every hour they expected to see it wrecked. But " God again 
had mercy on them," and with fair weather they got clear of 
the coast of the Indies and the Gulf of Enhama. After this, 
his men, oppressed with famine, began to sink and die, till 
the few survivors grew into such weakness that they were 
scarce able to manage the ship. The wind " being always ill 
for them to recover England," they made for the coast of 
Galicia, and on the last day of December put into Pontevedra. 
There, " by excess of fresh meat, the men grew into miserable 
diseases". Most of them died; and Hawkins perceiving 
that, notwithstanding all endeavours to conceal his weak- 
ness, the Spaniards had discovered it, and were planning 
some treachery, removed with all speed possible to Vigo. 
Some English ships which were lying there assisted him, and 
spared him twelve of their men, with which help he arrived 
at last in Mount's Bay. He concludes his relation with these 
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He asked them who would go on shore, and who v 

hoard ? Ihosc that would go on shore, he willed to g 

those that would tarry, on baft-mast. Fourscore am 

willing to depart. Our general gave unto every oni 

Roan cloth, and money to them that demanded ii 

landed he came unto us, where, ftiendly embracing every one of us, he 

was greatly grieved that he was forced to leave us behind him ; be 

counselled UB to serve God and to love one another, and thus conrteousty 

he gave ug a sorrtnvrul farewell, and promised if God sent him safe home, 

he would do what he could, that so many of us as lived should by some 

means be brought into England ; and so he did. 

'■ Since my return into England. 1 have heard that many mislikcd 
that he left us so behind him. and brought away negroes. But the 
reason is this, for them he might have had victuals, or any oiber thing 
needtiil, if by tbul weather he had been driven upon the islands, which 
lor gold nor ^Iva he could not have had" (Halduyt, *gi). 
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words : " If all the miseries and troublesome Affair!) of this 
sorrowfiii voyage should be perfectly and thoroughly written, 
there should need a painful man with his pen, and as great a 
time as he had that wrote the lives and deaths of the martyrs",* 
It is remarkable that the Spanish character, honourable as 
it had formerly been, and as it afterwards again became, 
should at this time have been stained by so many instances 
of bad £tith. The perfidy of some of their kings, especially 
of Fenlinand, first brought upon the nation this disgrace. 
He acted upon the Machiavellian principle, that in policy 
whatever is expedient is right ; and the Romish Church con- 
secrated that principle for his successors] when it pronounced 
that no faith was to be kept with heretics, — a principle which 
no Church but that which styles itself infellible has ever 
proclaimed, and which can be held by none but those whose 
conscience Is not in their own keeping. The treachery with 
which Hawkins had been treated excited a strong feeling in 
England, especially amon^ militaiy and seafaring men. Th^f 
exclaimed against the Spaniards for breach of treaty in this 
case, ina.sniuch, they said, as it had been agreed between 
Charles V. and Henry VIII. that tliere should be Iree com- 

* Haklnyl. 516. Hawkina little knew, when he penned that sentence. 
tiuH some of hii unhappy companions would be entitled in Che Elriclest 
•ense to tha.[ appellation 1 Geoige Rively, Peter Momfric, and Cornolius, 
in Iiishman. were butnt at Mexico ; Robert Barret and John Gilbert at 
Seville. Many others, who saved theic lives by renouncing the opinions 
which ihey had been compelled by loitute to avow, though they would 
have professed anything 10 have escaped persecution, were ilogged on 
botteback through the streets of Mexico, and condemned there or in 
Seville to the galleys, and to dilTeient terms of iniprisonment. The 
nartalives which Miles Philips and JoH Hortop published of their ad- 
ventures and sufferings must h;tve contributed greatly to that abhorrence 
of the Spaniards which so long prevailed in this country. The fitst 
effected his escape alter fiixtcen years, the latter after three and twenty. 
Both accounts bear every mark of veracity. It appears that the Spaniard! 
woald have been diapoaed to treat them with great kindness, if it had 
not been for the Inriuisiiion. 
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merce between the subjects of both princes, in all and singn- 
[ar their dominions and islands, — nnt excepting America, which 
already at that time belonged to Charles ; and on this ground 
they wished that war might be declared against Spain.* 
Both parties were in the wrong. An infraction of that treaty, 
by closing the A.merican ports, was a point for discussion 
between the two Governments, and if the English Government 
had thought fit, a ground of war, if any wrong in consequence 
had been offered to one of the queen's subjects ; but it was 
not for a subject to take the matter into his own hands, and 
declare his determination of trading in those ports amicably 
if the authorities pleased, but otherwise, arms in hand, 
whether they would or not After he had thus declared, 
and acted up to that declaration, there could have been no 
just cause of complaint on the part of England, if he and his 
fleet had been fairly taken or destroyed. But by acting 
basely the Spaniards gave the English the advantage of a 
fair quarrel ; and though the queen, because she was at that 
time perplexed with the troubled state of affairs in Scotland, 
for that cause, and for other weighty considerations, gave no 
ear to those who would at once have engaged the nation in a 
war with Spain, there were adventurers who resolved to pro- 
secute the quarrel at all risks. 

The Judith, which made part of Hawkins's fleet, and wai 
the only vessel except the Minion that escaped, was com- 
manded by Francis Drake, a name that soon became terrible 
to the Spaniards. The cottage in which Drake was bom, aa 
the beautiful banks of the Tavy, was demolished some thirty 
years ago, till which time it had remained unchanged ; a stall 
for cattle belonging to the fann-liouse hard by now stands 
ujjon its site. By his own account, as repeated by Camden, 
he was bom of mean parentage, but his name was given him 
in baptism by liis godfather, Francis Russel, afterwarda Eari 
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Bedford ; and he is said to have been akin to Hawkins, at 
'boee cost and under whose care it is also said that he was 
brought up, being the eldest of twelve sons. Tliat cost, how- 
ever, could have been little ; and the care, perhaps, Uttle 
more than such countenance as gave him consideration in 
the eyes of his employers, if Camden's statement be coirect, 
which in the main it must needs be, liaving been derived from 
Dr&kehimself. His father being likely to be called in question* 
ior his religion as a Protestant, in the days of persecution fled 
from Devonshire into Kent. When better days arrived, he 
obtained an appointment "among the seamen in the king's 
navy to read prayers to them " ; and soon afterwards was 
ordained deacon, and made vicar of Upnor Church upon the 
Medway ; the road, says Camden, where the fleet usually 
uichoreth. Here, " by reason of his poverty, he put his sun 
to the master of a barque, his neighbour, who carried on a 
coasting trade, and used sometimes to transport raerchnndisc 
to Zetland and to France ". This master " held Drake hard 
to his business"; and "pains with patience in his youth," 
says Fuller, " knit the Joints of his soul, and made them more 
(olid and compacted ". The master was so satisfied with his 
conduct, and pleased with him, that, being unmarried, he be- 
queathed him the barque at his death. With this hecontinued 
his active and thriving way of life ; and had got together some 

* Camden tsya he was called in question by Ihe law of the six articles ; 
but Campion observes, that, if Drake was born some time before, Sit 
Francis Rutael could tiave been but a child, and. therefore, not likely lo 
be his godfather : moreover, he says this account makes him ten years 
oldet than he was. But Drake was two and twenty when he obtained 
the command of the jfudilh: diis carries back his birth to 1544, at which 
lime Ibe sin articles were in force, and Francis Ruasel was seventeen 
ywus of age. Fuller says, upon this occasion, that " the sling of Popery 
itill remained in England, though the teeth were knocked out," and 
Ibat Drake was born in Devonshire and brought up in Kent ; " God 
dividing (he honour betwiitt two counties, that the one might have his 
birth, and the Other his education " (Holy Slate, 133)- 
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little money, when, lieariiijr th&t Hawkins was fitting out an 
expedition for the New World, he sold his vessel, and, re- 
pairing to Plymouth with some other "stout seamen," 
emliarked himself and his fortunes in the adventure.* 

In this unfortunate voyage Drake lost all that he bad 
accumulated by his former industry ; but a divine.f belonging 
to the Heet, comfoi-ted him with tlie assurance that, having 
been thus treacherously used by the Spaniards, he might 
lawAiUy recover in value of the King of Spain, and repair his 
loses upon him wherever he could. "The case," says Fuller, 
"was clear in sea divinity ; an<l few are such in^dels as not 
to believe doctrines which make for their own profit. Where- 
upon Drake, though a poor private man, undertook to 

•Cimden, z+8. FuIler'B Haly Slate, lij. Prince's Worlhlet of 
Divon. Campbell. It is certain (hat Hawkins was displeased with 
Drake for " forssking him in his great misery, and shifting f jr himself". 
Heriera says that Drake escaped from the island by a ship's cable; thai 
Hawkins ordered him into a French ship (which he had taken from some 
Portuguese who had captured it ofl Cape Blanco, and in which was 
most of the gold which they had obtained), and that Drake, instead of 
obeying his further orders and waiting for him ofT the port, made all 
speed for England, reported there that Hawkins was lost, and rose up 
with the gold himself, saying he had distributed it among the men. 
" This," lays Herrera. " was his beginning ; and though the queen kepi 
him three months in prison. <he paidoned him upon intercession, and 
lo the matter rested " (p. 710). Camden says that Drake hardly escaped 
with the loss of what he had. The charge of peculation is no doubt a 
calumny; for his imprisonmenl, if it really look place, breach of orders, 
and the deseflion of his commander, \vould he sufficient cause. Drake, 
according 10 Job Hortop, was made master and commander of a Portu- 
gucae caravel, captured on the way from the Canaries to Cape Blanco. 

t These arc Camden's words, from whence it may be surmised that 
possibly that divine was Drake's own father. Fuller and subsequent 
writers who have followed Fuller Bay it was the minister of his ship. 
" The doctrine, however rudely preached, was very taking in England ; 
and, therefore, he no sooner published his design than he had numbers 
of volunteers ready to accompany him, though (hey had no such pretence 
even as he had to cokiui their ptoceedingi" (Campbell, I,. 41S). 
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revenge himself on so mighty a monarch, who, not contented 
that the sun riseth and setteth iii his dominions, may seem 
to desire to make all his own where he shineth." * Two or 
three voyages he made to gain intelligence, it is said, in the 
West Indies; and in these he got some store of money "by 
playing tile seaman and the pirate ".t Some reputation now 
he had by this time acquired as a skilful and adventurous 
\nariner ; for now, it is said, he got a commission, and sailed 
from Plymouth, in 1^70, with two ships, the Dragou and the 
Swan ; and the year after in tl)e Sman alone. In these 
voyages he acquired certiiin notice of the places to be aimed 
at^ Thus prepared with all needful information, he sailed 
from the Sound on Wliitsun Eve, 1572, in the Piucha of Ply- 
mouth,ofseventy tons,and his brother, John Drake,in the Swan, 
of twenty-five, with three handsome pinnaces, taken asunder 
and stowed aboard, to be put together upon occasion. He was 
well provided with a year's victuals, and with nil necessary 
ammunition ; but the force with which he commenced this 
first hostile expedition against the Spanish Indies consisted of 
no more than seventy-three men and boys. With these he 
Bailed§ for Nombrc de Dios, which "was then the granary of 
the West Indies, wherein the golden harvest brought from 
Panama was hoarded up till it could be conveyed to Spain".|| 

On the Sttd of July he came in sight of the high land of 
America, and directed his course to Port Pheasant, so named 
by him on a former voyage, because of the number of those 

" And now," he adds, " let us see how a dwarf, standing on the mount 
of God'i Providence, may prove an overmatch tot a giant." 
+ Camden. [ Prince. 

" With all speed .-ind secrecy, »a loth to put the town to loo much 
charge, which he knew ihey would willingly bestow, in providing before- 
hand for his enterlainmcnl " (Fuller). 

II Fuller. Nombre de Dios " then served the Spaniards for the same 
purpoKi, though not to conveniently, as those for which they afterwards 
d Porio Belb iCampbell, i., 418), 
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birds which he had there seen. Landing here, they found 
this warning newly inscribed on A pkle of lead, and fastened 
to a tree of such conspicuous niagiiitude that four men could 
not enclasp its girth : " Captain Dmke, if you fortune to 
come into the port, make haste away, for the Spaniards which 
you lind with you liere last year have betrayed this place, and 
taken away aJl that you left here. 1 departed hence this 
present 7th of July, 1S72. Vour loving friend, John Garret." 
— This Captain Garret was of Plymouth ; and was probably, 
like his fiiend, one of those persons who made war against the 
King of Spain and his subjects upon tbeir own account. 
Drake, however, was not induced to alter his plans by this 
unfavourable information, but employed seven days in putting 
together his pinnaces in that convenient port. "Aa they 
had completed this business, an English barque from the Isle 
of Wight, James Rowse,* captain, with thirty-eight nienaboard, 
came into the port, and being made acquuinted with his design, 
joined company with him." Some of the men had been 
there with him the year before. 

Sailing from hence for Nombre de Dioa, they kept close to 
tlie shore, and lay quiet all night, intending to attempt the 
town at break of day. But he was forced to alter his resolu- 
tion, and assault it sooner ; for he heard his men muttering 
among themselves about the strength and greatness of the 
place : t wherefore he roused them from their rest before 

* In Sir William Davenant's opera upon ihis part o( Dialie's libloiy, 
one of Ibe saitotB saye, or sings,^ 

" The lion Rowse is landed here, 

A ton of yellow gold 
Conceal 'd within our hold. 
For half my share 1 scocn lo take, 

When he is joined with tiragon DnVe ", 

" And when men's heads ate once fly-hlown n-ith buiies of ■nipidont 

the vermin multiply inatsntly, and one jealousy begets another" (Puller}. 
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tliey had hatched their fe.vs, and persuaded them it was 
dawn when the moon rose. The town was uncalled, and 
they entered it without difficulty in two companies, with 
trumpet sounding and drum beating, and with " fire-pikes 
divided between both companies, which no less affrighted the 
enemy than gave light to the English, who thereby discovered 
every place as if it had been broad day "■,• But the Spaniards 
were not unprepared, and saluted them in the market-place 
with a volley of shot. Drake returned the greeting with a 
flight of arrows, " the best ancient English coniplinient," and 
drove them from the ground ; but not without receiving a 
severe wound in his leg. This he dissembled, " knowing that, 
if the general's heart stoops the men's will fall ; and that, if 
so bright an opportunity once setteth, it seldom riseth again ". 
They made their way to the house where the bars of silver 
were deposited,! Drake telling them "he had brought them 
to the mouth of the treasury of the world, which if they did 
not gain, none hut themselves were to be blamed". He 
bade them break it open ; but as he stepped ibnvard to 
encourage them by his example, his strength, sight, and 
speech failed him, and he began to faint for loss of blood. 
They bound up his wound with his scarf; and when he 
would not be persuaded, they "added force to their entreaties, 
and BO carried him to his pinnace". J It was time to retreat, 

+ "'Thty diacavered,** Eiyi the iclation, " a vast heap of wealth in the 
lower room, consisting of bars of silver, piled up against the wall, seventy 
foot in length, ten in breadth, and twelve in height, each bar between 
tbilty^five and forty pounda' weight" (Prince). They might have 
looked into the loom ihrough ihc grating, but certainly bad neither time 
noi opportunity for measuring it. 

I Fuller. '■ Thus victory sometimes slips Ihtough their fingcra who 
have caught it in their hands." Lopez Vaz, whose brief account ol 
this enpedition fell into the hands of the English, and is published (in a 
translation) by Hakluyt (vo). iii., p. 315). says, that Drake landed about 
ISO men, left seventy of them in t fort which was there, and. with the rest, 
li 
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for the Spaniards hud discovered their weakness ; and the 
(^venturers, man}- of whom had got {;ood booty before they 
retired, found it necessary to re-embark, and put off to ao 
island some two leagues distant, where they remained two 
days. Several men were wounded in this affair, but only one 
slain. While they lay off" the island, one of the garrison 
came off to them, trusting, as it Geems, to their honour ; and 
declaring that he came for no other purpose than to see those 
whose coumge was such that, with such inconsiderable force*, 
they had ventured upon so incredible an attempt. He asked, 
however, whether their captain were tlie same Captain Drake 
who had been on this coast the two preceding years ? and as 

marched into the town, without doing any harm till he came to the 
market-place. There he discharged his cativeis, and sounded a trumpet; 
and " the people hereupon, not thinking of any such matter, were put in 
lireat fear, and, waking out of their Eleep, Red all into the mountains. 
inquiring one of another what the matter shoald be,— remaining as men 
amazed I But some fourteen or fiAeen of them," he says, " went to the 
market-place, and seeing the English to be but few, fired theii harque- 
busses at Ihem with such fortune as to kill Che trumpeter, and shoot one 
of the piincipal men through the teg. upon which be retired towards the 
fort. Meantime they in the fort, hearing the firing in the town, and 
finding when tliey sounded their trumpet that it was not answered, con- 
cluded that their comrades had all been cut otT, and thereupon Hed to their 
pinnaces. And the captain and his people, finding the fort forsaken, 
were in so great feai. that, leaving their furniture behind them, and 
putting olT their hose, they swam and waded to theii pinnaces, aad so 
went with their chips out of the port." 

Except as to the numbers, and the manner of the retreat, this relation 
is in the main confirmed by the English account, Drake haviag been 
thus wounded, and the only Englishman who was slain (though many 
were hurl) being the trumpeter. Herreia makes no mention of this 
expedllion. A notice relating lo it, but under the erroneous date of 156S, 
occurs in the" Compendio Historial y Indice Chionotogico Feiuano y dei 
Nuevo Reynode Granada," annexed to the very rare work of P. Manuel 
Rod: iguez, entitled El Marahony Amaioiuu, It is in these pithy words: 
" Tuboae noticia en las coetas de Indias, que las infestaba c! Dtaqui 
Cosatio, que fuc muy prejudicial, como ae diie deapues ". 
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many of the Spnniards were wounded with arrows, he asked 
also whether the arrows were poisoned, and how the wounds 
might be cured i The captain made answer he was the same 
Drake concerning whom they inquired ; that it was never his 
custom, nor that of his countn'inen, to poison their arrows ; 
that their wounds might he cured with the ordinary remedies ; 
and that he only wanted some of that gold and silver which 
they got out of the earth and sent into Spain to trouble all 
the world.* 

Having been disappointed here, Drake made toward 
Oirthagena, and took several vessels on his way laden with 
provisions and goods. What was of more eventual importance, 
he opened a communication with the Cimarrones, or Maroons, 
negroes who had escaped from slavery, and estabHshed tliem- 
sclves in freedom in the interior of the Isthmus of Darien. 
"They had towns of shout sixty families, in which the people 
Uved cleanly and civilly," and their chief was ahle to raise 
1700 fighting men. By these people he was informed that 
the treasure was brought from Panama to Nonibre de Dios 
upon mules, a rfain or party of which, consisting as might 
happen of from thirty to seventy, he might probably intercept. 
On this adventure, his leg having been healed, Drake set 
forth. One of tlie chief Cimarrones, as they were on the 
wsy, led him to a height, where from a gi'eat tree, it is said, 
that both seas might be seen. The story says that steps 
were cut in the trunk of this huge tree for ascending it, and 
that almost in the top " a convenient arbour had been made, 
wherein twelve men might sit". Into this Drake mounted ; 
and, obtaining a full sight from thence of that ocean, con- 
cerning which he had heard such golden reports, besouglit 
God to grant him "life and leave once to sail an English 
diip in those seas ".t 

+ Prince. — Camden's is a lew drcnoislflntial but more likely account : 
"that, aftehavingburnC the rich teceptacleOT stoichouse of merchandise 
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The rashness of one of his own men, " who had Uken n 
Little too much aqua-vitse," marretl this enterprise : through 
this man's folly the Sp&niards were alarmed, and Drake had 



upon the river Chirage, called the Cross, roving for a lime np and down 
in the paits adjoining, he descried from the mountains tbe South Sea. 
Hereupon the man, being inflamed with ambition of glory and hopes of 
wealth, was so vehemently tianspocled with desire to navigate that sea, 
that falling down there upon his knees, be implored the Divine assistance, 
that he might at some lime or Dtbt;r sail thiiher, and make a perfect 
discovery of the same; and hereunto he bound himself by a vow. 
From that time forward his mind was pricked on continually, night and 
day, to perform his vow" (p. 249). 

Balboa expressed simitar feelings in precisely the same ailuati 
When his Indian guides pointed out to him the height from whence"be 
might see the other sea so long looked for, and never seen before of any 
man coming out of out world, approaching to the top of the mount 
he commanded his men to stay, and went himself alone to the sumi 
as if it were to take the first possession thereof; where falling prostrate 
upon (be ground, and raising himself again upon his knees, as the mann 
of the Chiislians is to pcay, I]tling up his eyes and hands toward lieave 
and directing his face toward the new-found South Sea, he pouted forth 
his humble and devout prayers before Almighty God, as a spiritual sa 
fice with thanks^ving. Chat it pleased His Divine Majesty to Te« 
unto that day the victory and praise of so great a thing unto him, b< 
a man but of small wit and knowledge, of little experience and base 
parentage. When he had thus made his prayers after his warlike manner 
he beckoned to his companions to come to him, showing them the great 
main sea heretofore unknown to the inhabitants of Europe, Africa, and 
Asia. Here again he fell to his prayers as before, desiring Almighty 
God and the blessed Virgin to favour his beginnings, and to give him 
good success to subdue Chose lands Co the glory of His holy name, lod 
increase of His true religion. All his companions did likewise, and 
praised God with loud voices for joy. Then Vasco, with no less mi 
courage than Hannibal of Carthage showed his soldiers Italy from 
promontories of the Alps, exhorted his men to lift up their hearts, tnil 
to behold the land even now under their leel, and the sea before their 
eyes, which should be unto them a full and just reward of their great 
labours and travails now overpast. When he had said these words he 
commanded them to raise certain heaps 01 stones, in the iteod of altan. 
lot a token of poKsesEdon " (Peter Maityr. Eden's translation, 97]. 
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•t first to encounter not a party of muleteers, but of men 
prepared for defence. He put them to flight, however, and 
got possession of Vent* de la Cruz, which seems to have been 
a station between the two ports on each side of the isthmus. 
Here the English account snys, that both the Maroons and 
his own people were strictly ordered not to hurt any woman 
nor unarmed man, and that this order was faithfully obeyed. 
In the Spanish relation it is said that six or seven merchants 
were killed here, and no gold or silver found, but much 
merchandiiie, to the value of 200,000 ducats, which he burnt, 
together with the place. He had better fortune soon in 
be&riug "the sweet music of the mules coming with a great 
noise of bells " ; and presently be got sight of two rcauu or 
companies, under no other care than that of the muleteers, 
who mistrusted nothing. Taking from these as much treasure 
rOS they could carry, they buried several tons of silver; but 
'me of his men fell into the Spaniards' hands, and was com- 
pelled by torture to discover the place, so that, when Drake's 
people returned for a second lading, it was almost all gone. 
Upon returning to the coast where liis pinnaces had been 
appointed to meet him, they were not to be seen, but m their 
stead seven Spanish pinnaces which had been searching all 
the shore tliereabouts. Being now in great fear that his 
sliips also were lost, he constructed a raft of the trees which 
the river brought do*vn, mounted a biscuit sack for a sail, and 
"with an oar shaped out of a young tree, for a rudder," 
be with three others, it is snid, ventured out of the mouth of 
the river. If this account be true, his motive must have been 
to obtain a better view of the coast fi-om the water, than he 
ctMild in a country covered with woods. Having sailed upon 
this raft about six hours, always up to the waist in water, and 
at every wave up to the arm-pits, they had sight of their 
own pinnaces, which, not perceiving them, were making be- 
hind a point for shelter from the wind and night. Drake 
then ran his raft ashore, got round the point by l.tnd, and 
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there jnyfully found tliem. They wenl Bbout to the Rio 
Fraiicisco, took in tlieir comrades with the treasure that they 
had secured, and rejoined the ships. Nothing now reniainnl 
but to dismiss their Maroon alhes. Pedro, one of the chief 
and most serviceable of them, had taken a fancy to Drake's 
Bword, and was so delighted when it was presented to him, 
that lie desired him to accept four wedges of gold as a grate- 
ful return, Drake accepted them as courteously as they 
e proRered, but threw them into the common stock, saying 
it was just that they who bore part of the charge in setting 
him to sea, should enjoy their full proportion of the advantage 
s return. He now sailed homeward with so prosperous 8 
gate that in twenty-three days he passed from Cape Florida 
to tlie Scilly Isles ; and arriving at Plymouth on a Sunday, 
9 carried into the cliurch during sermou time, 
and " there remained few or no people with the preacher," 
all running out to welcome one who was already regarded as 
the hero of that place and of that county.* 

Though Drake had enriched himself in this expedition, 
success served only to excite him to a greater enterprise. 
But while he was " brooding privately over this new design," 
it was in part forestalled by one who had served under hitn 
in the various capacities of soldier, sailor, and cook. This 
person, whose name was John Oxenham, is said to have 
obtained the good opinion botli of his captain and comrades 
in no ordinary degree. Drake, when he beheld from "that 
goodly and great liigli treb " of the Maroons the sea of which 

•Prince. "There want not thOBC," says Fuller, " who love to bol 
down ihe pijce of every honourable action, though they thenudve* 
never mean to be chapmen. These cry up Diake'E fortune herein, to 
cry down his valoui ; as if this his performance were nothing, wherein 
a goMcn opportunity ran his head, with his long forelock, into Drake's 
hani^c, beyond expectation. But certainly his resolution and uncon- 
querable patience deserved much praise, to advemute on snch a dciign, 
which had in it just no more probability than what was enough to keep 
it from lieing impossible " {Holy State, 126J. 
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he had heard such golden reports, coiniimnicatcd csjiecially 
to Oxenham his purpose of one day sailing upon it, " if it would 
please Cod to grant him that happiness " ; and Oxenham, in 
reply, protested that unless Drake were to beat him from his 
company, " he would follow him by God's grace ". On one 
occasion, when a party was to be sent on shore, and the 
people would not ctinsent that Drake should venture his 
person, John Okenham and Tliomas Sherwell were put in 
tmst for the service, " to the great content of the whole 
Vompany, who conceived grentfst hope of them next to the 
tptain, whom, by no means, tUey would condescend to suffer 
to adventure".* Oxenham "had gotten among the seamen 
the name of captain for his valour, and had privily scraped 
together good store of money " ; and, having now been some 
time at home, and becoming impatient of idleness, he de- 
termined no longer to wait for Drake,t but undertake, on his 
own account, the adventure which that enterprising com- 
mander had projected. Following, therefore, the course 
which his late commander had so successfully pursued, he 
sailed for the isthmus with one ship and seventy men, re- 
visited his old acquaintance the Maroons, and learned from 
them that the treasure which he hnd hoped to intercept on 
its way from Panama was now protected by a convoy of sol- 
diers. Disappointed in this hope, he determined upon a 
bolder adventure. He drew his ship aground in a retired 
jad woody creek, covered it with boughs, buried his provisions 

• Butney's Hist, of DUto-Jcria in the Sauili Sia, i„ 2g^, 195. Sir 
Francit Drake Rivivtd, 54, 81, 

t " Diake," says Prince, " tieing prevented from selling fonb, partly 
by »eciet envy at home, and pully by being employed in hia prince and 
coontiy's service in Ireland. 'Tis Uue Oxenham had fotmeily piomiRed 
him to assisl him in that noble undertaking ; but having already wailed 
his Irisute for so doing two years, and not knowing how much longer 
it would be, if at all. ere hia occiaions would permit him bo 10 do, he 
oiiEht think himself disobliged from his promise, and so he undertook 
tomethin^ hinielf," 
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and his great guns, aiid taking with him two Email pieces of 
ordnance, went, with all his men aiid six Maroon guides, 
about twelve leagues into the interior, to a river which dis- 
charges itself into the South Sea. There he cut wood and 
built a pinnace, " which was five and forty foot by the keel " ; 
embarked in it, and secured for himself the honour (if so it 
may be called, under such circumstances) of being the firet 
Englishman that ever entei'ed the Pacific. In this vessel he 
went to the Isla de Perlas, five and twenty leagues from 
Panama, and there lay in wait for the appearance of a vessel 
from Peru. After lurking tea days, he captured a small 
barque bringing gold fmm Quito; and, six days afterward, 
another with silver from Lima. 

Not satisfied with this, he searched the islands for pearls; 
and having found a few, returned to his pinnace, made for the 
river in which he had embarked, and, when he was near the 
mouth, dismissed his prizes, thus incautiously allowing them 
to perceive where he was entering. The alarm was soon 
given ; first, by some negroes from the island, who, as soon as 
he had left them, hastened in a canoe to Panama.* Juan de 
Ortega was immediately dispatched witli 100 men, beside 
Qegro rowers, in four barques ; and he falling in with the 
prizes on his way was by them directed to the river. Herc^ 

* There is a more romantic but far less likely story (Prince cilU it 
"another guess account"), that in one of the prizes Oxenham found 
" two pieces of especial estimation ; the one a table of massy gold sel 
with emeralds, sent foe 3 present to the king ; the otbcr, a lady of singu- 
lar beauty, married and the mother of children. The latter grew to be 
his perdition; for he had capitulated with these Symcrons, that their 
part of the booty should be only the prisoners, to the end to execale 
their malice upon the Spaniards for their cruelty to them ; showing their 
revenge by roasting them, and eating their hearts. John Oxenham wa« 
taken with the love of the lady, and to win her good-will, what thioagh 
her (ears and detestation of this barbarous action, breaking promise 
with the Symerons, he gave the prisoners their liberty, except the lady; 
and they, making haste to Panama, sent out forces to intercept hiro," 
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however, he naa at fault ; for the river discharged itself by 
three channels : he had made hia choice to ascend the great- 
est of these streanis, when feathers were observed coming 
down one of the smaller channels, from whence it was inferred 
that the pirates had plucked some fowls upon its banka. 
Here, therefore, he entered ; and, after four days' search, 
discovered tlie pinnace, with six Englishmen on board, 
'fhese men leaped ashoie, and ran fur their lives: one was 
killed in his flight, the others escaped. Ortega, leaving 
twenty men in his boats, entered the country with the rest 
of his force ; and, pursuing such traces as were to be found, 
came upon a hut or barrack, front whence the English, upon 
the alarm given them by their comrades, had fled, but where 
they had left their booty, and whatever else might have en- 
cumbered them. He removed the treasure to hia barques, 
and thought it more prudent to wait awhile for the chance 
of events, than to enter upon a painful and uncertain pursuit. 
In this he judged wisely. Tliere hud beeu a dispute 
between Oxenham and his men when they had got their 
plunder ashore : he had required them to cany it to their 
ship, promising them their shares ; the saOors, however, de- 
manded a present division of the spoil ; he was angry that 
his word should be doubted, and they were incensed that be 
made any difficulty in satisfying their claim. His life was 
threatened : the matter, however, seems to have been com- 
promised, and Oxeuhaiu went in search of negroes to act as 
carriers. These he procured ami)ng the Maroons ; and re- 
turning with tliem, met his men who hud escaped from the 
pionace, and those who were fleeing from the barrack. The 
loss of their booty at once completed their reconcilement : he 
promised larger shares if they should succeed in recapturing 
it; and marched resolutely in quest of tlie Spaniards, relying 
upon the Maroons as well as upon his own people. But 
Ortega was prepared for such an attempt: the Spanish 
were experienced in bush-fighting, and made such advantage 
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of tlieir experieoce, that, with the loss of seven killed and 
wouniled, they alew five of the negroes and eleven Englisli- 
meii, and took seven of Oxcnham's men prisoners. Thus 
defeated, lie made for liis ship with the remainder of his men 
and Ortega, having buried his dead, returned with tlie 
ti'eosure, the pinnace, and the prisoners to Panama. Advice 
had been sent from thence to Nombre de Dios: vessels 
were despatched to search along the coast for the English- 
man's ship ; and when Oxeiiham and his people reached the 
spot where they had, as they hoped, concealed it, it was gone. 
Nothing remained to them but to trust to the friendship of 
the Maroons, till they could build canoes, in wliich it wu 
their intention to try their fortune upon the Northern Sea, 
if they could surprise some vessel there. But iu this, which, 
if time had been given them for attempting it, would hsv« 
been no forlorn liope, they were prevented. The Spaniards, 
who knew how insecure they must be while fifty such ad- 
venturers were at large in the country, sent 150 men under 
Diego de Frias to hunt them out : some who were sick fell 
into his hands ; and the others, whom he failed to take, 
Oxenham being one, were, after a while, delivered up by the 
negroes. They were brought to Panama ; and Oxenham 
was tlien asked whether he had his queen's authority for 
entering the King of Spain's dominions ? This could not be 
produced, nor was it pretended : summary condemnation 
followed, and the prisoners were executed as pirates, except 
Oxenham, the master, the pilot, and five boys, who were sent 
to Lima, the latter as fit subjects for mercy and conversion 
because of their youth ; the three former as being the chiefs 
of the crew, of whom it was expedient that an example should 
be made in the Peruvian capital. In that city Oxenham and 
bis two companions suffered death * ss common enemies of 

* Prince says: "Thcceis a family of considerable standing of this naine 
(Oxenham) at South Tawton, near Okehampton, af which is this strange 
knd wondeiful thing recorded ; that at tlie deaths of any of them 



j 



HAWKINS AND DRAKE 



219 



mnnkind ; "thus miscarrying," says Cnmden, "in this great 
and memnrAble adventure ".* 

Another freebooter followed DrMke'a course the ensuing 
ycAi". This was Master Andrew Barker, of Bristol, who, 

with a white bieast is seen (or a while llutteiing about their beds, and 
(hen suddenly lo vanish away ''. 

Howell has this account in one of his lettets, wiitten from London 
in 1G31 ; " As I past hy Si. Dunslan's. in Fleet Sticel, the last Satuiday. 
I stepped into a lapidaiy 01 stonecutter's shop, to trent with Ihe maalci 
for a Hlone lo be put upon my father's tomb. and. casting my eyes up 
and down. I spied a huge maibic, with a large inscription upon it, which 
was this, to my best remembrance ; — 

" ' Here lies John Oxenhaoi, a goodly young man. in whose chamber, 
as he was struggling with the pangs of death, a bird, with a white breast, 
was seen fluttering about his bed, and so vanished. 

" ' Here lies also Mary Oxenham. the sister of the said John, who 
died the next day. and ihc same apparition was wen in the room.' 
■■ Then another sister is spoken of. Then,— 

" ' Here lies hard by James Oxenham, the son of the said John, who 
died a child in his cradle a little after ; and such a bird was seen flutter- 
ing about his head a little before he expired, which vanished afterwards.' 
" At the bottom of the stone there is,^ 

"> Here lies Elizabeth Oxenham, the mother of the said John, who 
died sixteen years since, when such a bird with a while breast was seen 
about her bed before her death.' 

" To all these there be divers witnesses, both squires and ladies, whose 
names are engraven upon the stone. This stone is to be sent to a 
town bard by Exeter, where this happened. Were you here I could raise 
a choice discourse with you hereupon " {EpUMa Ho-Eliana, book i., 
■cc. 6, ep. ix.). 

* Hakluyt, iii., 526, 337; Camden, 3;i, 353. The account of this 
adventure we owe to Lopez Vai, a native of Elvas, who was taken in 
the Plata, by one of Ihe Earl of Cumberland's ships, having with him 
the Diicoarsi which he had written concerning Drake's atlcmpl on 
Nombrc de Dios, and the subsequent expedition. The manuscript came 
into HakluyL's hand. "The Spaniards of that country (Daiien)," he 
says, "marvelled much at this one thing, to see thai, since the con- 
quering of this land, there have been many Frenchmen that have come 
to thoEe countries, but they never saw Englishmen there, but only these 
two : and alihoush there have many Frenchmen been on the coast, yet 
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liaving traded for some years witli the Canaries, left one 
Charles there, the son of Duminic Chester, a Bristol merchant, 
as his agent. The said Chester devised means of securing 
for himself a. certain portion of his employer's goods, and this 
with a good conscience, under favour of his father's patron- 
saint and namesake. For when Captain Roberts arrived with 
a cargo, and with charge to bring home returns for Barker, 
this Charles accused him to the Inquisition, and, on the pre- 
text that he was Barker's partner, the whole property was 
confiscated to the Holy Office, such portions only excepted 
as the informer received for his meritorious services, or had 
previously secured for himself. By means of some humane 
friar, Roberts was delivered from prison, at the cost of all he 
had brought with him in his ship ; and returning empty, the 
charges of his voyage were added to Barker's loss, making it 
amount to nearly 2000/. It was in vain to seek redress, " for 
no suit prevaileth against tlie Inquisition of Spain ". So 
Andrew Barker, in recompense of his injury, and also to 
recover his loss from the Spaniards themselves, fitted out two 
barques, one called the liaggal Staff, himself being captain, 
and Philip Roche master thereof; the other, named the Bear, 
bad one William Coxe for her master and captain. They 
sailed from Plymouth, on Whitsunday ; burnt two villages in 
the Isle of Maya, in revenge for their trumpeter there treach- 
erously killed by the Portugala, and having reached Trinidad, 
began their piracies and their fatal disputes among themselves. 

never duist they put foot cpon land ; only these two Englishmen ad- 
ventured it. All these things cominp to Ihe hearing of Ihe King of 
Spain, he provided Iwo galleys, well appointed, to keep those COUI«; 
and the firat year they took six or seven Fiench ihipB. And aflei that 
this was known, there were no mnrc Englishmen ot Frenchmen of wu 
that durst adventure to approach the coast, until this piesent year 1586, 
that the aforesaid Francis Drake arcivud there with a strong fleet. But 
it is likely that, if the King of Spain live, he will in lime provide sufficient 
remedy to keep his countries and aubjetta from the invasion of oihei 
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In the Bay of Tula (about eigliteen leagues south-west of Cartha- 
gena), they took a fiigate and treasure Ihereio, to the value 
of 500/. in bare of gold and ingots of silver, with some quantity 
of corrwnte, or coin, in reals of plate, and " certain green stones 
called emeralds, whereof one, very great, being set in gold, 
was found tied secretly about the thigh of a friar". The 
frigate they left ; and finding that some Spanish men-of-war 
were in pursuit of them, passeil on to the mouth of the 
Chagre, and there landed ten men to seek the Maroons, who, 
It was supposed, were ready to join with the English and 
French against the Spaniards. Tlie men returned without 
having discovered them, hut brought with them " a disease 
called there the Calentura, which is a hot and vehement fever"; 
thev inTected others, and some eight or nine died. 

Between the Chagre and Veragua they took a frigate, in 
which was some quantity of gold, and where they found also 
four cast pieces of ordnance which had belonged to Oienham'a 
•hip. This capture was made in good time, the Bagged Stuff, 
because of her great leakage, being no longer seaworthy ; 
wherefore they set the Spaniards ashore, removed her crew 
fnto the prize and then sunk the vessel. At Veragua, the 
ill blood between Barker and his master Roche, which had 
been hardly repressed before, broke out afresh ; they fought, 
and Barker was wounded in the cheek. They made from 
thence, by the direction of certain Indians, for the Bay of 
Honduras, and captured on the way a barque with some 
money and provisions on boai-d, and the Escrivano of Cartha- 
gena, "who, being a man of some note, was put to his 
ransom " ; the rest were dismissed freely. The first race of 
freebooters were in nothing more honourably distinguished 
from their successors than in this, that they exercised no 
cruelty upon their pri.soners, and committed no murder. 
Arriving at the Island of St. Francisco, in the mouth of the 
Bay of Honduras, Coxe, the master of the Bear, with a party 
of mutineers, boarded Barker's ship, took possession of it 
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and of all his booty, and Bet him aihore upon the island, 
where he and one Germane Welbome fought, and both were 
wounded. Bftrker would then fain have returned to the ship, 
but this was resisted, and he was told that he should not 
come on board till they were ready to depart. Whatever 
may have been their intentions with respect to him, his 
b<oubled life was near its close ; for, one morning, nt day- 
break, a party of Spaniards arriving secretly in the island, 
surprised the English and slew nine of them ; of these Barker 
WHS one ; about twenty escaped by getting on board. Coxe 
then, with two parties, in a ]iinnace and a skiff which he had 
taken at the island, surprised the town of Truxillo in the bay, 
and took there " wine and oil as much as they would, and 
divers other good things, but no gold or silver, nor any other 
treasure which they would confess. But before they could 
return to their ship, some men-of-war chased her ; the pinnace 
shifted for itself and got safe, leaving for haste those that 
were in the skilT, being eight persons ; what became of them 
afterwards God knoweth." Their misfortunes did not end 
here ; for having now determined to sail for England, and 
being in the main sea, homeward bound, about sixty leagues 
from the isle, the frigate their prize, " wherein was the 
treasure for the adventurers, and that which pertained to 
the captain, to the value of 3000/., being over-set with sail, 
with a flaw of wind was overthrown, and all the goods there- 
in perished ". Fourteen men were drowned in her ; Coie 
and eight others were saved. They had built a frigate upon 
the shore of the Honduras, in place of the Bear, which seems 
to have followed the fortunes of its old companion the Ragged 
Staff; in this they reached Scilly, when, Roche having died 
on the passage home, Coxe and Andrew Brown divided the 
remaining prize money among the survivors, " delivering to 
some five pounds, to some six, to some seven, to some more, 
as every man was thought to have deserved " ; the banjue 
and the guns (Oxenham's among them) were left at Scilly to 
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ISie use of Brown. " Divers of our company," says the person 
from whom Hakluyt collected his relation, "were committed 
to prisou upon our arrival at Plymouth, at the suit of Mr. 
John Barker, of Bristol, as accessories to his brother, our 
c.aptain's death, and betrayers of him unto the enemy, And 
■fter straight examination of many of us, by letters of direc- 
tion from his Majesty's privy council, the chief malefactors 
were only chastised with long imprisonment, when, indeed, 
before God, they had deserved to die : whereof some, 
although they escaped the rigour of man's law, yet could 
they not avoid the heavy judgment of God, but shortly after 
came to miserable end. Which may be example to others to 
■how themselves faithful and obedient in all honest causes to 
tfaeir captains antl governors." * 

Jt appears then that the persons who went upon this 
piratical voyage thought they were engaged in au honest 
cause. Most men who enter upon unlawful courses, either 
form a code of convenient morals for themselves, or act upon 
the accursed opinion that there is nothing to be hoped or 
feared beyond the grave. But there were circumstancea, 
which made the light in which these precursors of the 
buccaneers regarded their proceedings, appear plausible to 
the nation as well as to themselves. During great part of 
Elisabeth's long reign, Spain and England, though formally 
at "peace, were in a state of manifest enmity and of private 
warfare ; and that enmity was on both sides more acrimonious 
than could have been generated in any ordinary war. No 
Knglidi subject, while trading with those parts of the 
Spanish dominions with which the trade was authorised 1^ 
treafy, was safe, unless he was n Roman Catholic. The In- 
quisition looked upon all heretics who came within its reach 
as amenable to its laws, no matter what their country ; they 
were rebellious subjects of the Universal Roman Catholic 

* Haltluyt, iii,, 52S.j3o, 
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Church, end, as such, to be seized and puuished, wherever 
thnt wicked Church was strong enough to enforce its pre- 
tensions. If the confiscation of English property, &nd the 
imprisonment and ill usage (even to tortures and death) of 
Enj^lish subjects, should have the effect of bringing on 
hostilities between the two crowns, whatever might be the 
policy of the Spanish Government, this was what the clei^ 
and the Inquisition desired. The English people resented 
this before the queen could venture to resent it otherwise 
than by unavailing remonstrances; and the injured parties 
took a shorter course, in which some gallant spirits, and many 
desperate ones, were ready to join. Thus, in Barker's case, 
he had just cause of complaint against the Spanish authorities, 
by whom he had been intquitously deprived of his goods; and 
if he could have indemnified himself by the forcible seieure 
of property belonging to the Inquisition, or to the Spanish 
Government, without injury to any other parties, this would 
have been nothing more than what by the law of nations 
might be justified, when national law had been by the other 
party set at nought ; but this was impossible ; and what, if 
so restricted, would have been a just act of reprisal, was an 
act of piracy when committed against the King of Spain's 
subjects. So the Spaniards naturally and properly considered 
it. They knew nothing of the injuries ujMn which Drake as 
well as Barker is said to have founded his right of making 
war upon the King of Spain ; nor would they indeed have 
allowed them to be injuries ; nor that, if they had been sucb, 
any such right could be derived from them. While, therefore, 
the private warfare continued, they executed as pirates all 
whom they made prisoners ; aiid this was conformable to the 
acknowledged law of nations. 

The first adventurers of this stamp did not, however, con- 
sider themselves pirates, for two reasons : first, because they 
professed to carry on hostilities only against the Spaniards, 
not, like the Vikingar and Vitalians, against all who traversed 
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the seas ; secondly, becsuse they had good reason to believe 
that, although not commissioned by their own Government, 
they were acting with its connivance, and under its tacit sanc- 
tion. In this way of tliinking, therefore, they were fairly at 
war, carrying it on at a twofold risk, seeing that, if taken by 
the enemy, they had no mercy to expect ; but also with a pro- 
spect of far greater gains than could be obtained in any other 
■ervice. The danger might have been little different In 
ordinary wars ; for whether wur should be what was then 
termed good or bad, depended in those days upon the 
temper of an individual commander, not upon any fixed law 
or general usage. But this formed no part of their considera- 
Uon. Among such men, tlioHe who were not thoughtless of 
danger were regardless of it, Some were of as heroic a 
spirit as the greatest of the Spanish conquerors ; others were 
of no better qualities than the worst of them ; and perhaps 
not a few were perfectly aware that they were pursuing a 
safer course upon the seas at whatever hazard, than if they 
had been braving the laws at home. 

There was another circumstance which undoubtedly entered 
into the views of the better adventurers, and was not without 
aome influence upon all. A strong feeling of indignation 
had been excited against the Spaniards for their cruelties in 
the New World, by a relation ascribed, on no good grounds, 
to Bartoloroe de has Casas, and published in many languages, 
with engravings, in which tlie acts of the most atrocious 
barbarity were represented. In one respect it was, perhaps, 
well that this impression should have been produced, lest 
posterity, in astonishment and admiration at the intrepidity, 
and perseverance, and unparalleled achievements of the con- 
querors, should have overlooked their crimes. Contemplating 
the history of their conquests with that religious temper 
wherewith all history ought to be contemplated, nothing 
more mournful is to be found in the annals of the human race. 
We can perceive only that abominations, Uke those of the 
15 
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Canaanites, prevailed among all the more civilised nations of 
the New World ; and that the Spaniards, who were the 
appointed instruments of Divine judgment, substituted other 
evils in the place of those which they extirpated ; sacrificed 
more victims to avarice than the Mexicans to their idols ; 
and are now suffering from the consequence of their long- 
continued and unrepented offences. Further than this, 
the course of Providence is not evolved. The first chastise- 
ment which the Spaniards received was from those ad- 
venturers who now assailed them in their conquests, and leil 
the way for the buccaneers, the Vikingar of the New World. 
Even these wretches thought it some justification of theni' 
selves that they were taking vengeance for the Indians ; and 
that feeling, in a certain degree, was entertained aJso by 
Drake and his contemporaries. 

Moreover, the Spaniards founded their right of conquest 
on Pope Alexander's grant, the validity of which grant was, 
of course, denied by a people who had thrown off the papal 
yoke. England acknowledged in the Spaniards no right but 
that of the strongest to those parts of America which they 
actually possessed, and none to those extensive regions io 
which they had formed no settlement. Least of all could 
the English, in an age when the spirit of maritime enterprise 
had been excited, submit to an assumption of dominion, which 
pretended to exclude them from the Caribbean Se&, and from 
the Great Pacific, on whicli Vasco Nunez de Balboa, the first 
European who ever beheld it, bad not looked with a more 
ambitious eye than the first Englishman by whom it was 
seen, Francis Drake. 

There can be little doubt that the plan of Drake's voyage 
was communicated to the queen, and by her approved. Sir j 
Christopher Hatton introduced him to Elizabeth, and it is 
said that she gave him a sword, with this remarkable speech : 
" We do account that he which striketh at thee, Orskt^ 
striketh at us ! " It is said, also, which ii less crediUe, tlut 
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e had a coimnission from his sovereign. 'l"his would iiave 

I inconsistent with her cautious policy ; it was enough 

^ for her at this time to assure him of her secret sanction. 

The expedition was fitted out at his own cost,* "with the 

help of divers friends, adventurers ; it consisted of his own 

sliip the Pelican, 100 tons ; the Elizabtlh, of 80, captain, John 

Winter ; the Mart/gold, a bnnjuc of 30 tons, captain, John 

Thomas ; the Loan, a fly-boat, of 50, captain, John Chester ; 

and the Christopher, a pinnace, of 15, captain, Thomas Moon ". 

These ships he manned with an able and sufficient crew, " to 

the number of 16*. men, gentlemen, and sailors, and fur- 

pisked with such plentiful provision of all things necessary, 

> long and dangerous a voyage seemed to require " ; 

ing out with him the frames of four pinnaces in pieces, 

[to be put together when occasion required. "The smallness 

of this force," it is remarked by Admiral Bumey,t " for an 

enterprise of such magnitude, is not so extraordinary as that a 

navigation, which on account of its difficulties and dangers 

had been many years discontinued, should he undertaken in 

vessels so diminutive." "Neither did he omit, it is said, to 

make provision for ornament and delight ; carrying to this 

purpose with him expert musicians, rich furniture (all the 

vessels for his table, yea, many belonging to the cook-room, 

being of pure silver), with divers shows of all sorts of curious 

^■ivorkmanship, whereby the civility and magnificence of liis 

^^■■tive country might, among all nations whither he should 

^^nmne, be the more admired." X In this he followed the 

^■example of the Portuguese, in their first voyage to the East. 
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Great care was taken to conceal bis destination; few of 
the persons who were embarked were acquainted with his 
designs; and the belter to conceal them, it was jpveti out 
that they were boicnd for Alexandria. On the 15lh of 
November, 1577, they sailed from Plymouth ; but the next 
morning the wind falling contrary, they put into Falmouth, 
and there so terrible a tempest took them, and so vehement, 
that all their ships were like to have gone to wreck. The 
admiral was obliged to cut away his mainmast, and the Mary- 
gold was driven ashore. Tliey put back to Plymouth to 
repair, and set forth a second time, with better fortune, on 
the 1 3th of December. When they were out of sight of land 
Drake first gave his people some ground fur conjecturing 
what course he intended, by appointing the Island of Moga- 
dore, on the coast of Barbary, for the place of rendezvous, in 
case any of the fleet should part company. Between that 
island and the main, from which it is one mile distant, they 
found a very good and safe harbour, with good entrance, and 
void of any danger. Here he put together one of his pii>- 
naces. The island was not inhabited. An intercourse was 
opened with the Moors of the main, by means of one of the 
crew, who had formerly been a captive among them. Hos- 
tages were exchanged the first day, and traflic promised l>j 
the Moors for the next ; but when they came with camels 
to the ses'side, as if bringing their wares, one of the meu 
too hastily leaped on shore, meaning to become a hostage 
as on the yesterday ; he was seized, a dagger was held to his 
throat to deter him from making any resistance ; • the boat's 
crew, seeing a number of armed men start up from behind 
the rocks, found it prudent to return, and the prisoner was 
laid on a horse and carried away. The first narrator remarks 
upon this, that " a man cannot be too circumspect and wary of 
himself among such miscreants ". Drake landed, and marched 



• Haltluyt, iii., 730. 



J 



HAWKINS ANO Drake 



829 



I 



a little way into the country, hoping to redeem the man, or 
obtain some satisfaction ; but the Moors neither offered to 
resist iior approached to treat ; he eoiild obtain no inter- 
course with them, and sailed from Mogadore on the third 
day after his arrival there. The intention of the Moors was, 
however, less inimical than it appeared. Their king, Muley 
Moloc, was then expecting that memorable invasion from 
Portugal which in the ensuing year took place, under the 
unfortunate Sebastian ; he wanted to know what ships these 
were, and if anything could be learnt concerning the Portu- 
guese. The prisoner was taken to his presence, and when 
all that he could communicate had been collected from him, 
Muley gave orders for conducting him back to the sliip, with 
offers of friendship and assistance to the general. But the 
fleet had departed ; this, however, was no misfortune to the 
■nan, who was not long afterwards sent home in an English 
merchantman. • 

At Cape Blanco they remained four days : there Drake 
mustered his men on shore, and trained them in warlike 
manner, to make them (it for all occasions ; and leaving 
there the Christopher, he took in its stead one of the Spanish 
barques called canters, being of the burden of forty tons or 
thereabouts, releasing some other prizes which he had made, 
after taking out of them such necessaries as he wanted and they 
could yield. Leaving this place on the 22nd, they anchored 
off the Isle of Maya on the 28th, when a party was sent to 
"view the island, and the likelihood that might be there ol 
provision ". The inhabitants had been forbidden to trade 
with any such visitors, and when they saw them, they salted 
the wells near the landing place, and forsook their houses. 
It was easy for them thus to spoil the water, salt being pro- 
duced there without labour, " save only that the people 
gather it into heaps, which continually in great quantity ia 
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Increased upon the sands by the flowing of the sea, and the 
heat of the sun burning the same, so that of the increase 
thereof they keep a continual traffic with their neighbours ", 
Marcliing into the island, they found grapes and cocoa-nuts, 
and saw goats, which were so chased by the inhabitants that 
they could kill none of them ; but the people, as if to stop 
the mouths of their uninvited visitors, had laid out some old 
dried goats' flesh, which being but ill, and small, and few, 
the English made no account of. Next they saOed by the 
Island of Santiago, from whence three pieces were fired at 
them, but at such distance that they could do no harm. The 
mountains and high places there, they were told, were pos- 
sessed by Moors, who had escaped from their Portuguese 
masters, and maintained tliemselvcs in great strength. OFT 
this island they espied two ships under sail, gave chase to one, 
and boarded her from a boat without resistance ; she proved 
to be a Portuguese, bound for Brazil, with many passengers, 
and among other commodities good store of wine. Drake 
transferred the prisoners to the pinnace which he had set up 
at Mogadore, giving them their clothes, provision, and one 
butt of their own wme, and letting them go, all except the 
pilot Nuno da Sylva, whom he detained, because it was dis- 
covered that he was well acquainted with the coast of Brazil. 
The prize he committed to Master Thomas Doughtie's custody, 
with twenty-eight men ; but complaint being soon after made 
against him that he had received things from some of the 
Portuguese prisoners, and kept them for his own use, he was 
removed in consequence, and Thomas, the general's brother, 
was made captain of the prize instead, The wine and pro- 
vision with which this ship was laden, was the most valuable 
part of their stores.* 

From the Cape de Verds they were nine weeks without 
the sight of land, "often meeting with unwelcome storms and 
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less welcome calms, being in the bosom of the burning zont, 
not without the afliights of flashing lightnings and terrifying 
claps of thunder ; yet, stilt with the admixture of many com- 
forts, for, being but badly furnished with fresh water, their 
necessities were, for seventeen days together, constantly 
supplied with rain ; nor was their fleet in all that time dispereed, 
nor did any ship lose company except the Portuguese prize, for 
one day, which then came in again, to their great comfort, — for 
tbelossof it, it is said, would havcdefented the voyage."* When 
they were near the equator, Drake, being very careful of his 
men's health, let every one of them blood with his own hands, f 
On 5th February, he made the coast of Brazil, in latitude 3l\ 
S. ; "and being discovered at sea by the inhabitants of the 
country, they made upon the coast great fires for a sacrifice 
to the devils, about which they use conjurations (making 
heaps of sand and other ceremoaies). that when any ship 
shall go about to stay upon tbeir coast, not only sands may 
be gathered together in shoals in every place, but also that 
storms and tempests may arise, to the casting away of ships 
and men ".J Thus the sailors were told, probably by the 
Portuguese pilot, and they were also assured that the efficacy 
of these conjurations had often been proved. On the 7th 
they lost the canter, which had been named the Christopher^ 
after tlie pinnace for which she had been exchanged : by 
Drake's great care in dispersing his ships they fell in with 
her again; and his pleasure at recovering her was such that 
he named the place where they met the Cape of Joy; "the 
name, however, was as little permanent as the feeling with 
which it was imposed. The country appeared to them very 
Cur and pleasant, with an exceeding fruitfiil soil, and they 
saw great store of large and mighty deer," but not being able 
to chase the deer, they contented themselves with slaughter- 
ing seals at an anchorage eighteen leagues within the Plata, 
thinking tjiem "good and acceptable meat both as food for 

* Prince. t Camden, 150. t Hakluyl, 73a, 
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the present, and as a supply of provisions for the future ". 
They sailed fartlier up, till they found but three fatlioioB 
depth, &nd filled their casks with fresh water by the ship's 
side. On the 27th they left the PlaU, pursuing their course 
towards the south. The ship in which Doughtie was parted 
company that night, and the Christopher two days afterwards. 
In latitude 47 S. they saw a bay within a headiand, which 
Kerned as if there should be a commodious port there. Drake 
did not think it prudent to stand in with the ship, till he had 
examined it : he anchored, therefore, three leagues from the 
coast, and went to explore it himself the next morning in a 
boat. As he approached, a native made his appearance, 
shouting and dancing to the noise of a rattle which he shook 
in his hand ; no doubt this was the inaraca, which the savages 
of South America used in most of their ceremonies from the 
Orinoco soutliwards, and far in the interior. It was supposed 
that he invited them to land, but a fog came on, the weather 
became bad, and Drake thought it necessary to return to bis 
ships, being three leagues from them : the fog tliickened ; 
the ships could no longer be seen, and Captain Thomas in the 
Marygold, being anxious for the general's safety, ventured to 
stand into the bay, fortunate in both hts hopes, for Drake got 
on board, and he came to anchor in a secure situation. The 
other ships were obliged to stand out to sea. On the morrow 
Ihe weather became tine, and Drake kindled fires on the shore 
as signals for the dispersed ships, none of which were in 
sight ; but they were soon assembled, except the Shmiu and 
the Portuguese prize, which had been named the Man/, The 
natives kept at dist.ince, answering by gestures and unin- 
telligible speech the signal which was made to them by 
showing a white cloth. Places were discovered near the 
rocks, constructed for the purpose of drying the uandM or 
n ostrich, and other birds for food, More th«n fifty 
1 a state of preparation, were found 
■e as large as "reasonable legt 
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mutton".* The English thought they were intended for a 
present ; they took accordingly wliat they found, but it seems 
they left what was accepted as a full compensation, for a 
friendly intercourse was afterwards established. 

According to their account the nnndu was decoyed by 
stalking, a practice kuoivn in civilised as well as in savage 
countries. The natives shaped such a resemblance as they 
could of the bird's head and neck at one end of a stalf, and 
fastened plumes of its feathers at the other; holding this 
before them, they approached their intended prey, and either 
decoyed or drove them into some neck of land, across which 
they stretched a strong net, and then set dogs upon them. 
That practice, however, is no longer known ; and it is said 
that it is now impossible to take this bird by any snare, + 
Leaving this place, which was not convenient for the fleet, 
tbey found a good povt in 47^ S,, and having given his orders 
there, Drake sent out Winter in the Elizabelk, to search for 
the two missin;j ships to the southward, and went northward 
in the admiral himself on the same quest He met with the 
Swan the same day, brought her into harbour and broke her 
up for firewood, having taken everything out of her that 
could be of use : this was done to lessen the number of ships 
and the chance of sejMration, and that their force might be 
more compact. Here they " made new provision of seals, 
whereof they slew to the number of from 200 to 300 in the 
■pace of an hour. Some days passed before any natives were 
■een ; they, however, made the first advances by sig:i8 from 
the shore, as if inviting some English who were on a small 
island opposite. Drake sent a boat and such presents in it 
•s were taken out for such occasions ; these, ns the Indians 
manifested some want of confidence, were tied to a pole, and 
the pole was stuck in the ground a little way from the land- 
ing place, and left for them. They in return put some of 

• Buiney, 313. t Azara, iv., 171, 
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their coronals and carved bones on the same place. Soine 
kind of traffic followed upon this opening, but on their part 
it was still cautious ; they would receive nothing by hand ; it 
must be placed on the ground for them, and the words by 
which they expressed themselves willing or unwilling to ac- 
cept tlie things proffered in exchange, were presently under- 
stood. Hakluyt's author describes them as naked, ssving 
only about their waist tlie skin of some beast with the fur 
or hair on, and something also wreathed on their heads. 
Their faces were painted with divers colours ; some of them 
had on their heads the similitude of horns, every man his 
bow, which was an ell in lengtli, and a couple of arrows. 
They were very agile people, and quick to deliver, and seemed 
not to be ignorant in the feats of war, as by their order of 
ranging a few men might appear." Some had one leg, one 
shoulder, or the whole side, painted white, and the other black, 
with white moons on the black part, and on the white black 
suns. It is worthy of notice, that this parti-coloiu^ fashion, 
as well as that of ornamenting the head with the similitude 
of horns, is at this time in use among the tribes on the fat 
distant coast of California. 

The men who frequented the port were not above fiftr in 
number; no canoes were seen among them. "They fed on 
seals and other flesh, which they ate nearly raw, casting 
pieces of four or six pounds weight into the fire, till it was 
a little scorched, and then tearing it in pieces with their 
teeth like lions, both men and women." They were a meny 
race ; the sound of the trumpet delighted them, and the}' 
danced with the sailors, The chaplain of the fleet, Mr. 
Francis Fletcher, describes them as of large stature ; anil 
that the Austral tribes are so, may be affirmed on the most 
satisfactory testimony, but the fact has been mucli eangger- 
ated. " One of the giants," says Fletcher, " standing with 
our men when they were taking their morning draught, 
showed himself so familiar that he also would do aa they 
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I did ; and taking a glass in his hand (being strong canary 
wine), it came no sooner to his lips, than it took him by the 
nose, and go suddenly entered his head, that he was so drunk, 
or at least so overcome, that he fell on his bottom not able to 
■tand ; yet he held the glass fast in his hand, without spilling 
any of the wine ; and when he came to himself, he tried again, 
and tasting, by degrees got to the bottom. From which time 
he took such a liking to the wine, that having leamt the 
name, he would every morning come down from the moun- 
tains with a mighty cry of wine ! wine ! wine I continuing 
the same until he arrived at the tent." " 

Id this place, which he named Seal Bny, Drake remained 
something more than a fortnight. When he sailed from 
thence the Portuguese prize was still missing ; and it was 
not long before the canter again parted compnny, and was 
absent three or four days. They unloaded her, therefore, 
when next they came to anchor, and abandoned her, letting 
her drift to sea. On the I gth, they had the good fortune once 
more to meet the Portuguese ; and on the next day the 
whole fleet anchored in the "good harborough called by 
Magellan Port Julian ". That some navigator had been 
there before them was, indeed, certain ; fur they found a 
^bbet standing there, f and from that rueful monument sup- 
posed it to be the spot where Magellan did execution upon 
tome of his disobedient and rebellious company ; some of 
their bones also n-ere remaining. As soon as the ships were 
■ecured, Drake went to search for a watering place, and to 
see what provisions this ill-omened harbour could furnish. 
His brother. Captain Thomos, Robert Winter, Oliver the 
master-gunner, and two others, went in the boat with him. 
Two of the natives came to them on their landing, received 
the presenta which were offered, and appeared as well pleased 
u they were familiar. They were armed with bows and 

• Bitrney, 313, from Flelchei's MSS. f Hakluyi, 733, 751, 
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aiTowB ; and the gunner, to sliow them how well the Eojilish 
understood the use of that weapon, discharged an arrow from 
his own bow. The natives tried all tlicirs, but could not 
shoot so far ; and they seemed pleased at seeing his skill. 
Presently another Indiiui came, " but of a sourer sort" ; and 
manifestly disliking the confidence with which his (vmntty- 
men treated the strangers, angrily made signs to the English 
to depart. No doubt it was well remembered how treacher- 
ously Magellan had kidnapped two of the natives here, and 
the blood that was now shed was probably in revenge for 
that wickedness. Robert Winter, whether in mere sport, or 
that he wished to let this sterner savage behold a specimen 
of English archery, prepared to shoot as the gunner hnd 
done ; but in drawing it to its full length, the string broke. 
While he was busied in refitting it, the savages shot at him 
so suddenly, that before any mischief was apprehended, one 
arrow was fixed in hia shoulder, and another pierced his lungs. 
Upon this the gunner took aim at them with his caliver ; it 
missed fire, and he was immediately shot " through the breast 
and out at back, so that lie fell down stark dead ". The 
Indians were now increasing in number ; and it appeared 
that they had commenced this attack, not in a confidence 
upon their own dexterity alone, but with the assurance of 
being supported, 

Drake upon this ordered hia companions to cover them- 
selves with their targets, and approach the enemy, but not 
in a regular line ; and he directed tliem to break the anows 
that were shot at them, observing that the savages had but 
a small store. At the same time he took the piece which 
had so unhappily missed fire, aimed at tjie Indian who hid 
killed the gunner, and who was the man that had begun the 
fray, and shot him in the belly. An arrow wound, however 
severe, the savage would have borne without betraving any 
indication of pain ; but his cries, upon being thus wounded, 
were so loud and hideous, that his companions were terrified 
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rmd fled, though many were then hastening to their assistanpc. 
Drake did not pursue them, but hastei]e<l to convey Winter 
to the ship for speedy help ; no help, however, availed, and 
he died on the second day. The gunner's body, which had 
been left on shore, was sent for the next day ; the savages, 
meantime, had stript it, as if for the sake of curiously inspect- 
ing it : the clothes they had laid under the bead, and stuck 
an English arrow in the right eye for mockery. Both bodies 
were buried in a little island in the harbour." No further 
attempt was made to molest the English, though they re- 
mained nearly two months in the harbour, and no after 
intercourse took place. The lesson which the natives had 
received was sufficient ; perhaps it was the more effectual, 
because the individual upon whom the punishment fell was 
the one at whose instigation the &uy had been begun.f 

A more tragical event followed. Magellan had in this 
same port quelled a dangerous mutiny, with an intrepidity 
and promptitude that would have been wortliy of all praise, 
if treachery and assassination had not been among the means 
which he employed. Drake apprehended a similar danger. 
It is said, in the earliest relation of his expedition, that he 
began here to inquire diligently into Master Doughtie's 
actions, " and found them not to be such as he looked for, 
but tending rather to contention, or mutiny, or some other 

t disorder, whereby the success of the voyage might greatly 
b*ve been hazarded ; that the company were called together, 
IBld made acquainted with the particulars, which, partly by 
f *Cliffe, 7JI. Burney, 317, 318. 
f Admiral Bumey thoughi it might be rcceivpd aa a proof thai the dis- 
posilions of the PatBgonians were not in general miBchievous and re- 
vengeful, that they attempted no Caither injury, nor offered any kind of 
intemiption to the English in their wileiing, wooding, or Other avoca 
tions {p. 31S}. My kind-hearted old friend thought too favourably of 
•avage nature. These Indians would have watched (or every opportunity 
of vengeance, if they had not been deterred by fear or by superstition. 
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Doughtie's confession, and partly by evidence, were feund 
to be true ; which," says the ivriter, " when our general saw, 
although his private affection to Master Doughtie (as he 
then in the presence of us all sacredly protested) was great, 
yet the care he had of the state of the voyage, of the ex- 
pectations of her majesty, and of the honour of his country, 
did more touch him (as indeed it ought) than the private 
respect of one man ; so that the cause being thoroughly 
heard, and all things done in good order, as near as might 
be to the course of our laws in England, it was concluded 
that Master Doughtie should receive punishment, according 
to the quality of the offence. And he, seeing no remedy but 
jiatience for himself, desired before his death to receive the 
communion ; which he did at the hands of Master Fletcher 
our minister, and our general himself acconi)>anied him in 
that holy action ; which being done, and the place of execu- 
tion made ready, he having embraced our general, and 
taken his leave of all the company, with prayer fur the 
queen's majesty and our realm, in (juiet sort laid his head 
to the block, where he ended his life." It is further said 
that when the execution was over, Drake addressed the 
whole company, exhorting them to unity, obedience, and 
regard of the voyage in which they were engaged ; for 
better confirmation whereof he willed every man to prepare 
himself for receiving the holy communion on the following 
Sunday, "as Christian brethren and friends ought to do. 
This," the relator says, " was done in a very reverent sort ; 
and so, with good contentment, every man went about bi» 
business." * i 

A mystery has been thrown over this transaction, and a i 
suspicion, f ui consequence, of the darkest kind, has been ' 



' Hakluyt, 733. 

f Admiral Butney, than uhom 
ijuitably and nioie iiindly of other: 
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rbrouglit upon the character of Drake, who, iu this matter, 
has been mure injured by liis friends than by his enemies. 
It is certain that Doughtie was tried for attempting to raise 
a mutiny ; that he was " fauiid guilty by twelve men after 
the English manner, and suffered accordingly ''.* The most 
indifferent persons in the fleet were of opinion that he had 
acted seditiously, and that Drake cut him off because of his 
emulous designs. The question is, how far those designs ex- 

» tended ? He could not aspire to the credit of the voyage, 
without devising how to obtain for himself some more con- 
spicuous station in it than tliat of a gentleman volunteer : if 
he regoJtled Drake as a rivaJ, he must have lioped to supplant, 
or, at least, to vie with him ; and in no other way could he 
have vied with him but by making off with one of the ships, 
and living his own fortune. Considering what such adven- 
turers too often were, and were likely to be, and how frequent 
mutinies were among them, — considering, too, that Doughtie 
^liad been removed from the command of the Portuguese 
^biue upon B. charge of peculation, and that resentment, 

^Bseeanie be thought the statements too imperfect for forming one. The 
■nbject, he siud, could not. perhaps, be better closed than by the leflec- 
tioni which they produced in the mind of Dr. Johnson. That great and 
good man says: " How far it is probable that Drake, after having been 
acquainted with this man'n designs, should admit him into his fleet, and 
afterwards caress, respect, and trust him, or that Doughtie, who is te- 
presented as a man of eminent abilities, should engage in so long and 
hauidoua a voyage, with no other view than that of defeating it, is lelt 
to the determination of the reader. What designs he could have formed 
with any hope of success, or to what actions worthy of death he could 
have proceeded without accomplices (for none are mentioned), is equally 
difficult to imagine. Nor, on the other hand, though the obscurity ofthe 
account, and the remote place chosen for the discovery of this wicked pro. 
ject.ieemto give some reason for suspicion, does there appear any tempta- 
tion from either hope, fear, or interest, that might induce Drake, or any 
commander in his state, to put to death an innocent man upon false pre- 
■■ (P- 3")- 
* Camden, 15 1. 
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whether for llie wrongful cliarge, or the rightfiil removal, 
might be mnkling in him, — ^this is no improbable supposition ; 
and if tliis were proved, the sentence c&nnot be deemed un- 

The enemies of Drake, however, gave out that he ssiled 
from England with secret instructions from Leicester to take 
off Doughtie upon any pretence whatever, because Doughtie 
had reported that Walter, Earl of Essex, was poisoned by 
Leicester's means.* That Esses was not poisoned is as certain 
OS any such fact can be at such a distance of time ; and if 
Leicester had been as bad a man ns he has been represented 
(that is, far worse than he was), it was not thus that he vould 
have taken vengeance for wliat was a common calumny; nor 
was Drake one wlio would have taken upon himself to execute 
so nefarious a design, This charge may, with perfect con- 
fidence, be dismissed ; nor would any doubt be entertained 
upon the subject, if an injudicious advocate had not, in vin- 
dication of Drake, attempted to prove too much. In the 
history of the voyage published under the name of Francis 
Drake, the admiral's nephew, it is alfirmed that Doughtie 
embarked in the e.tpedition with the determination of over- 
throwing it, raising a mutiny, and accomplishing his ends by 
the murder of Drake and his most faithful friends ; and that 
Drake received information of this by letter before he sailed 
from Plymouth, but could not and would not credit " that a 
person whom he so dearly loved would conceive such evil 
purposes against him ". When, however, his practices, 
having been well observed, became too certain, the genenJ, 
then assembling in Port Julian "all his captains and gentle- 
men of his company, propounded to them the good parts 
which were in the gentleman, the great good~wdl and inward 
alfection, more than brotherly, which he liad ever since bis 
first acquaintance borne him, not omitting the respect which 



•Cumden, 251. 
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s bad of him among no mean personages in England ; and 
F»fterwards delivered the letters which were written to him, 
with the particulars from time to time which had been ob- 
served, not so much by himi;elf as by his good friends ; not 
only at sea, but even at Plymouth ; not bnre words, but 
trritings; not writings alone, but actions, tending to the 
ft overthrow of the service in hand, and making away of his 
I person". The proofe, this advocate avers, were "so many 
Land so evident, that the gentleman himself, stricken with 
■^remorse of his inconsiderate and unkind dealing, acknow- 
Tiledgcd himself to have deserved death, yea, many deaths, 
Ifer that he conspired not only the overthrow of the action, 
mt of the principal actor also. The chiefest in place and 
ftjndgment in the whole fleet, with their own hands," he says, 
1" under seal, adjudged that he deserved death, and that it 
Lstood by no means with their safety to let him live; and, 
I therefore, they remitted the manner hereof, with the rest 
^of the circumstances, to the general." The general then 
; condemned party his choice, whether he would he 
I executed in the island ? or be set ashore on the main ? or 
return to England, there to answer his deed before the lords 
of her Majesty's council? Doughtie replied, that he would 
not endanger his soul by consenting to be left among savage 
infidels; and as for returning to England, if any could be 

I found to accompany him on so disgraceful an errand, yet the 
■hame of the return would be more grievous than death • 
therefore he preferred ending his life on the island, desiring 
only that he and the general might once more receive the 
holy communion together, and that he might not die other 
than the death of a gentleman. From this choice he was not 
to be dissuaded by any reasons that could be urged. Accord- 
ingly, on "the next convenient day, a communion was cele- 
brated by Master Fletcher ; the general himself communicated 
in the sacred ordinance with Mwster Doughtie ; after which 
they dined at the same table together, as cheerfully, in 
16 
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sobriety, as ever in their lives they linil done ; and tatting their 
leave by drinking to each other, as if some short journey only 
had been in hand ".* A provost marshal, appointed for the 
occasion, had meantime made all things ready ; and after 
drinking this stirrup-cup, Dougbtie went to the block. 

This statement is so certainly false in its most important 
part, that it would be entitled to no credit in any of its minor 
circumstances, even if those circumstances were less im 
probable at first sight. Fletcher the chaplain's relation of 
the voyage is still preserved in manuscript. It is there 
stated, that the same persons whose accusation had brought 
upon Doughtie his former disgrace (namely, John Brewer, 
Edward Bright, and other of their friends) laid now more 
dangerous matter to his charge, for words spoken by him to 
them in the general's garden at Plymouth, long before their 
departure; "which," says Fletcher, "it had been their part 
or duty to have discovered at the time, and not to have o 
cealed them for a time and place not so fitting. How true 
it was wherewith they charged him upon their oath, I know 
not ; but he utterly denied it, affirming that he was innocent 
of such things whereof he was accused." So far was 
from confessing his guilt, that, according to this person, » 
of all others must have possessed the most clear knowledge 
on this point, "he utterly denied the truth of the chatges 
against him, upon his salvation, at tlie time of liis communi- 
cating the sacrament, and at the hour and moment of his 
death ".+ Mr. Fletcher speaks of Doughtie in terms of 
more than common regard, and describes him as a man 
extraordinary endowments. Neither in his nor in anj' other 
contemporary account is it said that he had the choice 
allowed him of returning to England, there to Answer for 
himself before the lords in council. It is, indeed, moat 



* Burney, 319, 320 
tBumey, 3JI, 32a 
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unliltely that Drake could have spared a ship to convey him ; 
and not to be believed that he, standing iijKin his innocence, 
would have rejected such an alternative had it been proposed 
to him. And the cheerful dinner, and the parting glass, 
■re sudi embellish ments of the story, that the person who 
devised them could have no expectation of their obtaining 
belief from any one, except by n reflex supposition in the 
reader's mind that a circumstance so incredible never would 
have been invented, and its extreme incredibility was, there- 
fore, an evidence of its truth. 

The falsehood of this statement ought not, however, to 
weigh against Drake, unless he were cognisant of it ; but 
there is no proof of this, nor can it fairly be presumed from 
the fact that the narrative wherein it was brought forward 
is said to be the work of Drake's nephew and namesake. A 
calumny had been raised against the great navigator, and 
evidently not without some injurious effect ; panegyrical 
biographers have passed over the whole transaction in 
silence, thereby showing that they did not like to touch 
npon it : Drake's representative may have fallen into the 
great folly and greater fault of thinking it allowable to 
counteract one falsehood by another. Mr. Fletcher's evi- 
dence makes it certain that Doughtie made no confession 
of guilt, but it proves nothing more. The general opinion 
in the fleet was, that a mutiny had been designed. The 
Portuguese pilot, who is likely to have been an attentive 
observer, and must have been an impartial one, says that 
Doughtie was put to death because he would have returned • 
(it will presently appear that one of the ships took the first 
opportunity of doing so). The Spaniards, f willing as they 

• Hakluyl, 791. 

•f" En esta baya Be quiso amolinai lai^nte a persuacion de un cavallcro 
Ilamado Ti>ma9 Autei, que ae quiso alzar con el armada ; y Francisco 
Dia ue fue tan dili^nte que le prcndi6, y lucgo le biio conar la ciheia 
y »a]v6 el peUgro " (Ketrcra. HUt. Gin., ii„ 384). 
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were to load Drake with every kind of obloquy, were so &r 
from blaming him on this account, that they extolled hioi 
for his vigilance and decision. The sufferer's solemn pro- 
testations of innocence are easily accounted for ; and he 
would persist in them tilt the last, because till the last there 
was always a possibility that they might be believed ; it wa» 
truly a case, in which, while he persisted in them, as long 
as there was life there was hope. Finally, and this considera- 
tion may be deemed conclu.sive, the justice of Drake's pro- 
ceedings was not called in question on his return. 

Doughtie was buried on an island in the harbour: the 
bodies of Robert Winter and Oliver the gunner were interred 
at the same time, in the same place ; and the chaplain set 
up a stone upon their graves, whereon he engraved their 
names, and the day, month, and year of their burial. Here 
the Portuguese prize, being leaky and troublesome, w«s 
broken up ; • the fleet was thus reduced to three, the Pelieiat, 
the Elisabeth, and the Marigold ; and having completed their 
watering, wooding, and repairs, and remained in Port St Julian 
ftwm the 20th of June to the 1 7th of August, they saUed 
from that port. On the 20th they made Cape Virgene8,t 
remarkable, at four leagues' distance, for its high and steep 
grey cliffs, full of black spots. Here, too, they met with an 
ill omen, the bones of a corpse " whose flesh was clean con- 
sumed". | And here, for a good omen, perhaps, as weU m 

"This port," lays Lopez Vai, "I take to be accursed, fi» Hati 
Magellan likewice put some to death there for the like ofteuce" 

(Hakluyt. 791). 

' Heireta says that this vessel went down in a storm with all on bcotdr. 
belbce they put into Port St. Julian ; and that another vessel was b>cin 
up for fuel, because of the extreme cold. 

+ The eleven thousand liad been dropped for ahortness. MageUv 
named the cape in honour of that noble army, having discovered it tm 
the day appropriated for this ridiculous legend in the Romish calendar. 

} Burney, 313. Hakluyt. 733. 
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out of respect to his friend Sir Christopher Hstton, he changed 
of his ship, calling her, instead of the Pelican, the 
Golden Hind, which Sir Christopher probably bore in his arms. 
On the following day they entered the strnits. 

The lateness of the season seems to have been the only 
thing which prevented Amerigo Vespucci from discovering this 
passage into the South Sea before thtt sea had been seen by 
Balboa, and eighteen years before the famous voyage of 
Magellan.* He had conceived the hope of making this 
great discovery, and had nearly accomplished it.t Magellan 
named it the Patagonian Straits, after the natives, to whom, 
because they wore ill -shaped sandals, he had given the 
name of Patsgons, palagon signifying in Spanish a large, 
fdumsy foot The inappropriate name has been hxed upon 
the people, not upon the strait, which is properly called 
after Magellan himself; though before it obtained that 
appellation from |>opiilar justice there was an attempt to call 
it the Strait of Victoria, after the name of his shjp.^ Juan 
LAdrilleros had been sent with two ships from Valdivira to 
Burvey the strait in 1558. The ships were separated by a 
etorm. The one put back with few of her crew remaining. 
Ladrilleros executed his commission in the other with great 
diligence, and cxtr.-iordinury perseverance and resolution. 
When he returned to Chili, two men and himself were all 
who survived to navigate the vessel, the rest having perished 
by cold and hunger. § Other attempts followed from the 
same quarter : nothing is known of them but that they 
fuled ; and Drake was the third person who pei'formed the 
passage — -the second who performed it from Europe. 

" We found the strait," says the first nairator, " to have 
many turnings, and, as it were, shuttings up, as if there 

• I write ihe name lhu» because il is so written in our map«, and lo 
called in common pronunciation; but the proper name ia Magaltiacns. 
t Grynzns, iv., 124. Hiil. of Bratit, i., 28. 
X Pigaletia, 16, 40. | Buiney, 349, 
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were no passage at all ; by means whereof we had the wintl 
often offaiiist us, so that some of the fleet recovering a cape 
or point of land, others should be forced to turn back again, 
and to come to an anchor where they could. There be many 
fair harbours, with store of fresh water, but yet they lack their 
best commodity ; for the water is there of such depth that 
no raan shall find ground to anchor in, except it be iu some 
narrow river or corner, or between some rocks ; so that if 
any extreme blasts or contrary winds do come (whcreunto 
tlie place is much subject), it carrieth with it no small 
clanger. The land on both sides is very huge and moun- 
tainous ; the lower mountains whereof, although they be 
monstrous and wunderftil to look upon for their height, yet 
there are others which exceed them in a strange manner, 
teaching themselves above their fellows so high, that be- 
tween them did appear three regions of clouds. I'hese moun- 
tains are covered with snow. The strait is extreme cold, 
with frost and snow continually ; the trees seem to stoop 
witli the burden of the weather, and yet are green continually ; 
and many good and sweet herbs do very plentifully grow and 
increase under tiiem." " Drake gave the name of Elizabeth 
to the largest of three islands, " lying triangle-wise," near 
which they anchored, when, by their own account, they were 
thirty leagues within the strait. Tlie other two he named 
St. Bartholomew's (on uliose day he anchored there), and 
St. George's. " Tliere," says Cliffe,! " we stayed one day, 
and victualled ourselves with a kind of fowl which is plenti- 
ful on that isle, and whose fiesh is not far unlike a fat gooK 
here in England. They have no wings, but short pinions, 
which serve their turn in swimming ; their colour is some- 
what black, mixed with white spots under their belly ■ 
about their necks. They walk so upright, that, afar 
a man would take them to be little children. If a n 
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H ftpprosch Anjtliin;; near tlieiii they run into holes in the 
M ground (which be not very deep), whereof the island is full ; 
CO that to take them we had staves with hooks fast to 
the end, wherewith some of our men pulled them out, and 
others being ready with cudgels did knock tliem on the head, 
for they bite so cruelly with their crooked bills that none of 
UB were able to handle them alive." This seems to be the 
earliest account In our lan|riuige of the penguin. Three 
thousand of these birds were slaughtered in less than one 
day, and the ships "victualled tliemselves thoroughly there- 
with ". 

As they approached the western end they observed a 
number of channels toward the south, and Drake went in 
a boat to discover the best passage. They met a canoe as 
they returned, in which were Indians of a smaller stature, 
and difiereut from tliose with whom the affray had occurred. 
Their canoe was excellently well made of bark ; the body 
being handsomely moulded, and the seams so close, though 
only stitched with thongs, or perha})s the sinews of some 
animal, that scarcely any water entered : both the prow and 
stem were semicircular and high. The tools which they used 
were made of the large mussel shells which, in the strait, are 
found sometimes twenty inches in length ; these they grind 
to so sharp an edge that it could cut the hardest wood, and 
even the bones of which they made fish-gigs. They had a 
hut on the islnnd near to which the ships had anchored ; it 
was merely formed of a few poles covered with skins. Their 
vessels were of bark, well shaped and made. • On the 
seventeenth day after making Cape Virgenes, Drake cleared 
the strait, and entered the South Sea. 

Balboa had taken possession of that sea in the true spirit 
of a Spaniard. Reaching its shore for the first time during 
the ebb, he seated liiinnclf thei'e, with his companions, and 

'Burney, 324. 



£«S 



ENGLISH SEAMEN 



waited patiently till the tide turned and reached tiim. Rising 
tiien, anned as he was for the occasion, with a sword in one 
hand and a banner in the other, bearing the Virgin Mary 
with the arms of Castille at her feet, he advanced into the 
waves till he was above knee-deep, saying, with a loud voice ; 
" Long live the high and mighty sovereigns of Castille I 
TliuSj in their names do I take possession of these seas and 
regions ; and if any other prince, whether Christian or infidel, 
pretend any right to them, 1 am ready and resolved to oppose 
him, and to assert the just claims of my sovereigns ! " • The 
possession which had thus proudly been taken was now, for 
the first time, about to be disturbed. 

Drake's intention was to steer north, that they might get, 
as speedily as they could, out of " the nipping cold ", The 
season, however, had not been rigorous ; rather, indeed, for 
that region, it seems to have been unusually favourable. On 
the second day after clearing the strait, they had sailed ttbout 
seventy leagues to the north-west, when a gale from the 
north-east came on, and continued more than a fortnight, 
with such violence that they could carry no sail, and were 
driven till they were in 57° S. latitude, and above 200 
leagues west of the strait The wind then became favourable, 
and, at the end of another week, during which they held a 
north-east course, they made the land, but the we&ther 
would not permit them to anchor. The Mart/gold was 
obliged to bear away before the gale, and was never heard of 
more. The two remaining ships a week afterwards stood, 
under low sail, into a bay, where they hoped to have found 
shelter, it "being a very foul night, and the seas sore grown". 
The bay proved "very dangerous, full of rocks". Drake's 
cable broke, and the Golden Hind was driven out to sea. 
Winter made no attempt to follow him ; but the nest day. 
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"hardly escaping the dangers of the rocks," entered the 
ilrait again, and, iinchoring there in an open bay, made great 
fires on the shore, that if Drake should put into the strait 
also, he might discover them. After ten days he proceeded 
farther, and went into a sound, in which he remained three 
weeks, and named it the Port of Health, because most of 
his men being "very sick, with long watching, wet, coldj and 
evil diet," soon recovered here. They found the large 
mussels " veiy pleasant meat, and many of them tiill of seed 
pearls ". Captain Winter now alleged that he stood in 
despair both of having favourable winds for Peru and of 
Drake's safety: he, therefore, "gave over the voyage, ftill 
sore against the mariners' mind," and sailed for England, 
where he arrived with the I'eprooch of having abandoned his 
commander.* 

Meantime Drake, from the Bay of Parting of Friends, as 
h^ named the place in which he parted company from his 
last remaining consort, was driven as far as 55" S., and 
found two days' shelter on the coast of Tierra del Fuego, 
where he also met with good water and wholesome herbs. 
But the winds once more returning to their old wont, 
forced him again from his anchorage, with this additional 
misfortune, that the shallop, with eight men in it, and pro- 
vision for only one day, tost sight of the ship. These poor 
men regained the shore^ entered the straits, salted and 
dried penguins there, and coasted on till they reached the 
Plata, and put into a small river on the south side. Six of 
them landed there in unhappy hour, and entered the woods 
to seek for food. They fell in with a party of Indians, who 
with their arrows wounded them all, took four, pursued the 
others to the shore, and, when the wounded men got on 
board and pushed off, pursued them with their arrows, and 
wounded tliose who had been left in charge of the boat 



• Cliffe. Hakluyt. 75a. 
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These imli»p)iy men reached an island about tliree leagi 
Trom the mainland, where two of them died of thi 
and their hoat was beaten to pieces against the rocks. 
Upon this island, which was about a leajjue in compass, they 
remained two months, living upon small crabs, eels, and a 
fruit like an orange ; but there was no fresh water, and, 
miable longer to endure the want of it, tliey ventured to 
make for the mainland, on a large plank some ten feet long, 
having made paddles with which to guide it. The passage 
was the work of three days and two nights, " On coming 
to land," says Carter, " we found a rivulet of sweet water ; 
when William Pitcher, my only comfort and compKoion 
(although I endeavoured to dissuade him), being before 
pinched with estrerae thirst, overdrank himself, and, to my 
uuspeakable grief, died within half an hour, whom I buried 
as well as 1 could in the sand." Carter fell into the hands 
of some Indians, who had compassion on him, and conducted 
him, after a while, to a Portuguese settlement ; and, afler nine 
years, he was fortunate enougli to return to his own country.' 
Drake, having lost his pinnace, was driven still farther 
south, ran in again among the islands, and at length " fell in 
with the uttermost part of the land towanls the south pole, 
— without which there is no main nor island to be seen to 
the southward ; but the Atlantic Ocean and the South Sea 
meet in a large and free scope ", The storm, which witJi 
little intermission had continued tifty-one days, ceased : they 
found an anchoring place at the southern extremity of the 
land, since called Cape Horn ; and to all the islands which 
lay without, and to the south of the strait, Drake gave the 
name of the Elizabeth ides. He had thus accidentally dis- 
covered Cape Horn, and by that displaced the old terra 



" Bunioy, 368. Purchas. iv., 1188. Purch 
viates ihe lant part of thia itagedy inlo twc 
This is chaiacietistic of Purchaa, and it is no 
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uKognila from a large portion of the space which it occiipieit 
ID the map : "We altered the name," says Mr. Fletcher, "to 
terra nunc benv cuguila". Drake went aahore, and, sailor-like, 
leaning over a promontoiy, as far as he safelj' eouki, came 
back, and told his people that he had been farther south 
than any man living.' On SOtli of October, the wind came 
fiur, and " departing from the southernmost part of the world 
known, or (as they thought) like to be known," they sailed 
to the north-west, stored themselves with birds and seals 
from some islands, and coasted for nearly four weeks along 
the American shore, till they arrived at the Island of Mocha, 
and anchored there. Tile Portuguese pilot describes it as 
small and low land, full of Indiana, and altogether possessed 
by them. The English supposed that the cruel and extreme 
dealings of the Spaniards had forced these people, for their 
own safety and liberty, to flee Irom the main and fortify 
themselves here, — an erroneous supposition, for they would 
have been more secure in the wild parts of their own country. 
The general landed : the Indians came to the water side, 
"with show of great courtesy, bringing [totatoes, roots, and 
two fat sheep, for which they received a suitable return ; 
and, as it was then late, it was agreed that the ship should 
take water there on the morrow ". Drake accordingly went 
in the boat with twelve men, and set two of them, with their 
vessels, ashore : the Indians lay in ambush by the watering 
place, sprung upon tliem, and either seized or slew them ; 
•nd when the boat was hastening to their succour, a flight 
of arrows was discharged at it with such eETect as to wound 
every one of the crew,— the general himself under the right 
eye. It was not without difficulty that the boat escaped 
from this imminent danger, for the Indians pursued their 
advantage with suoh resolution that they seized four of the 
oars, and kept possession of them. None of tlie assailants 

•This he himself told to Sit Richard Hawkins. 
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were hurtj for the English had not time to use a harquebuss. 
No Attempt was made to take vengeance for this unprovoked 
attack : it was supposed to have been made under & mistaken 
notion that they were Spaniards ; and it seems Drake ad- 
mitted that, in that case, the Indians would have acted 
rightly, and, therefore, that it did not behove him to punish 
the offtnte. He sailed the same day, and, happily, none of 
the wounded died, though they liad lost their principal 
surgeon. 

A hope still remained of meeting with the two missing 
ships. It had been appointed that in case of separation 
they should look for each other on the coast of Peru, about 
the latitude of 30° S., and Drake accordingly made diligent 
search a.s he sailed along. On the last of November an 
Indian was found fishing, and brought on board : he wai 
made to comprehend that the ship wanted pruviiiiona, and 
would pay fur them, and was then dismissed with gifts. 
This man's report pleased the natives so well that they 
brought to the seaside a fat hog, poultry, and other food i 
and an Indian, of some apparent consequence, went on 
board. He spoke Spanish ; told them that they had |>asse(l 
the Port of Valparaiso six leagues ; that a Spanish ship WM i 
then lying at anchor there, and that he would pilot them 
thither, which he did accordingly, having no suspicion th«t J 
they were enemies to the Sp.miards, who had never yet seen 
an enemy in those seas. F(.dipe, as this civilised Indian wu 
called, did the English good service in conducting them to 
this port. They found the ship riding at anchor, with eight 
Spaniards and three negroes aboard : who, taking the new 
comers for friends, saluted them with beat of drum, and 
made ready ajar of Chdi wine to drink with tliem. TTi* 
pirates (they are entitled here to no better name) were no 
sooner aboard, than one of them, Thomas Moon, struck at ■ 
Spaniard, exclaiming: "'Abaxoperro!' down dog! and began tfl 
lay about him". "One of these Spaniards, seeing peisoui 
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of that quality in these seas, all-to-crossed and blessed bim- 
Bclf." Another leaped overboard, and sworn ashore to give 
the alarm ; the rest were secured under hatches. The town 
was not more prepared for resistance tlian the ship, and less 
capable of it. It consisted of some nine families, who took 
flight before the English landed and fell to spoil. Little 
booty was found there : a small chapel contained nothing 
that was thought worth taking, except a silver chalice, two 
cruets, and an altar cloth, which Drake transferred to the use 
of his own chaplain ; but there was store of Chili wine in a 
warehouse, which, with other provisions and some cedar 
planks for fuel, was carried on board. The prisoners were 
set ashore, one man excepted, who, beinf; a Greek by birth, 
was called Juan Griego, and whom they detained to serve as 

I a pilot to Lima. The prire they rifled when they got out to 
sea : they found in her 1770 jara of Chih wine, 60,000 pieces 
of gold, some pearls, and some merchandise. Well pleased 
with this adventure, they rewarded Felipe the Indian, and 
landed him at that place which was most convenient for him. 
From hence they ran along the coast, looking anxiously 
for their lost consorts ; and because the ship was too large 
to examine close in-shore, and a boat not strong enough in 
case of on attack, they put together a pinnace, which might 
safely look into every bay and creek. A fortnight after their 
departure from Valparaiso they anchored about cannon-shot 
from the mouth of the Coquimbo, and sent a party to get 
water. Not far to the north was a Spanish town, of which 
they were not aware, and a considerable body of horse and 
foot came down upon the men while they were filling their 

I casks. The English, however, who were keeping good 
watch, retreated to their boat, and pushed off in time ; one 
Richard Minivy only, in a fit of fool-hardiness, refused to 
escape, killeil one of their horses, and was himself killed, 
and his body thrown upon a horse, and carried off. This 
place not suiting their purpose, nor the entertainment being 
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snch Its they desired, they weighed anchor. The nest day 
Drake, having anchored in a bay in 27° 35 ' S., embarked in 
the pinnace, and turned back in it to make one more search 
for tile lost ships : the wind baffled hira, and after one day's 
trial he gave up the attempt ; yet, in appnrent hope that as 
much dilifTencc would be used in seeking him as had been 
manifested on his part, he remained in this bay more than 
four weeks, then proceeded slowly along the coast. 

They landed nest at a place called Tarapaca, and, while 
looking for water, found a Spaniard lying asleep, and thirteen 
bars of silver lying by him, which were worth 4000 ducats. 
No personal injury was offered to the man ; nor to another, 
whom, on a second landing not far oiF, they met with an 
Indian in his company, driving eight llamas, each carryini; 
a hundredweight of silver, divided equally in two leathern 
bags. The llamas as well as their freight were taken on 
board. From this part of the coast mnny Indians eatne off 
to exchange fish for knives and glasses ; and even at an 
Indian town, where two Spaniards resided as governors, they 
obtained some llamas in the way of traffic. At Arica they 
found two ships at anchor, one of wliieh yielded some 40 
bars of silver, weighing about 20 lbs. each ; the other 200 
jars of wine. Only a negro was on board : the people, 
mistrusting no danger, were gone to the town ; " which," 
says one of the adventurers, " we would have ransacked, if 
our company had been better and more in number ". The 
sight of certain horsemen ready to have attacked them if 
they had landed deterred them from the attempt. But they 
learnt from the negro that tliere was a ship not far before 
them richly laden. Taking with him one of his prizes, Drake 
went in pursuit, he himself in the pinnace close along shore, 
the ships keeping their course a league to seaward ; and 
having proceeded thus about five and forty leagues they saw 
the vessel at anchor. But the tidings that a sea-rover was 
Id pursuit had reached t!ie .Spaniards a few hours before, and 
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they had landed 800 bars of silver belonging to the king; 
everything else of any value had been removed in time. 
Here, too, there was a muster on the shore, whleh it would 
have been rash to encounter. Drake, therefore, held on his 
nay; but taking this vessel and his other priies with him, 
one excepletl, which he had bunit at Arica, when they were 
about a league out at sea, he ordered all their sails to be set, 
and then let them drive before the wind ; while he with only 
bis own ehip and the pinnace proceeded to Calloo, the port 
of Lima. 

Leisurely as Drake had proceeded, he arrived in sight of 
the capital of Peru before it was known there that aii enemy's 
■hip had entered those seas. When he landed at Valparaiso, 
the Governor of Chili was in the interior, prosecuting that war 
ag&inst the Araucans which has given so great a celebrity 
to their name ; and the authorities did not venture to take 
upon themselves the responsibility of sending; a vessel with 
despatches to Pern. " A few leagues off that harbour, Drake 
boarded a barque laden with silks and other goods, which the 
owner, a Portuguese, was glad to redeem by engaging to 
pilot the English into Callao, + He brought them in after 
night-fall, "sailing in between all the ships that lay there, 
Berenteen in number," twelve of which were moored, and 
had all their sails ashore, " for the master and merchants 
were here most secui'e, having never been assaulted by 
eDeraies". They rifled these ships, and found in one of them 
■ chest of silver reala, and good store of silk and linen. 
Their inquiry was for the ship that had the silver on board : 
the silver, it was replied, was on shore ; but lliey were like- 
wise informed that a richly laden treasure ship called the 

•The viceroy, D. Francisco de Toledo, stales this in his letter to iho 
Govetnoi of the Itio de la Plata : if such advice had been sent, he gays, 
" Se habieian escusado hartas peididas y gaslos que se han cecaecido i 
S. M. y a lot paniculaies " {ViastalEHrtcho for Ftdro Sarmimlo, Ixxx.), 

t Henera, 385. 
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Cacnjiiego (a name not to be traiislnled) had lately ssiled 
for Payta. They cut the cables of these ships, and the 
masts of the two greatest, and let them drive, not for wanton- . 
ne-ss, but in provident foresight, that they might be disabled 1 
from pursuing him. While he was thus employed, a vessel I 
from Panama, laden with Spanish goods, entered the harbour, I 
ind anchored close by the Golden Hind. A boat came from 
the shore to search it ; but because it was night they deferred 
the search till the morning, and only sent a man on board. 
"The boat then came alongside Drake's vessel, and aske4 
what ship it was ? A Spanish prisoner answered, aa he wii 
ordered, that it was Miguel Angel's from Chili. Satisfied with 
this, the officer in the boat sent a man to board it ; but h% 
when on the point of entering, perceived one of the large 
guns, and retreated into the boat with all celerity, becauaq 
no vessels that frequented that port, and navigated those sea^ 
carried great shot." The speed with which the boat ' 
off upon this discovery alarmed the Panama ship, which fortln 
with cut her cable, and put to sea. Drake's men manned J 
their pinnace, and pursued. The Spainards, instead of strik- 
ing at their summons, shot one of the crew, upon which ths i 
pinnace returned. But the Golden Hind presently set n3, 
and gained so fast upon the Panama ship, that the men took 
to their boat, and escaped ashore, leaving the ship wiUl 
everything on board. * 

Drake's great object was now to overtake the Cacafiiegoi 
the wind failed, and boats were put out to tow the ibipi 
Meantime the alarm had been given in Lima ; and the 
viceroy, Don Francisco de Toledo, hastened instantly U 
Callao, and exerted himself through the remainder of tbo 
night with such success that two vessels, with 200 men in 
each, were despatched in pursuit before Drake was i 
sight of the itorl. Their orders were to board the rover 



■ Nunha da Sylva. Hakluyt. 74G. 
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they could come up with her, — for they had no artiliery. 
The wind, however, sprunjir up, of which the English made 
eager use ; and the Spnuiards were as little desirous of 
earning up with them as they were of being detained by an 
action in which nothing was to be gained. So manifest, in- 
deed, was this unwillingness, that though there were persons 
of some distinction on boai'd, the viceroy punished many for 
cowardice,* not allowing the excuse they had devised for 
themselves by following the Panama, which Drake dismissed 
with Juan Griego and his other pilot on board. Drake now 
made all speed to the north, the pinnace keeping close in- 
shore, the ship about a league and half from land. After 
Mine days they stopped a vessel bound for Callao, from 
which they "took a lamp and a fountain of silver," and 
leaint that she had seen the treasure ship three days before. 
At Payta they boarded another, and were told that the 
Caeafucgo had left that port two days ago. Neither of these 
vessels did they detain, but taking from the latter some pro- 
visions and a negro, hastened on. On the morrow + they 
captured a ship bound for Panama, and sent the crew and 
passengers, among whom were two friars, ashore. In this 
prise they found forty bars of silver, eightj' pounds weight of 
gold, and a golden crucifix, " set with goodly great emeralds". 
This booty cost one of the men his life ; he had secreted two 
plates of gold, denied it when accused, and was hanged when 
they were found upon him. 

They crossed the line on 2tth February ; and Drake pro- 
mised to give his chain of gold to the man who should have 
the good fortune first to descry the golden prize, for which 
•U eyes were eagerly looking out. On St. David's Day they 



* ■■ Aunque yvan en ciloa gcnte honcada, dc micdo se bolvieron, y Don 
Piandsco de Toledo caKtig6 por ello a tnuchos " (Hmera, 3B5). Nunho 
da Sylva letalo the excuse, and says nothing of the cowudJce. 

t Hakloyt, 735, 747. Burney, 336. 
J7 
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made Cape St. Francisco in latitude 0° 40' N., and if Drake 
bad been a VVel^ihrnan, the d»y would have been rendered 
doubly dear to him, for at three in the afternoon a certain 
John Drake, going into the top, espied the object of their 
long chase about four leagues to seaward. And here the 
Portuguese pilot describes what Hakluyt calls " a. preltj 
device to make their ship sail more swiftly ". " Because the 
English ship was somewhat heavy beforcj whereby it sailed 
not as they would have it, they took a company of batijai, or 
Spanish pots for oil, and filling them with water, hung them 
by ropes at the stem of the ship to make her sail the better." 
The device was not wanted ; for the Spanish captain, Juan 
de Anton,* made towards the English shipt to know what 
she was, thinking her to be one of the ship* that used to sail 
along the coasts and traffic in the country. When they were 
near enough Drake hailed them to strike, and the other 
refusing, " with a great piece he shot her mast overboard, 
and having wounded the master with an arrow, the ship 
yielded ". They took possession, sailed with her fiirther 
into the sea all that night, and the next day and night, 
making all the way they could. Being then at safe distance 
from the coast, they stopped, and lay by their prize four days, 
taking out her cargo and transferring it to their own ship. 
They found in her great riches, as jewels and precious stones, 
thirteen chests full of reales of plate, eighty pounds weight of 
gold, and twenty-six tons of silver : 300 bars of the silver be- 
longed to the king, and the rest was the property of private 
merchants. The whole value was estimated at 360,000 
pieces of gold, that of the silver alone being 212,000/. ; and 
the captors congratulated themselves that their ship might 
now well be called the Golden Hind. A little of the ei- 

* Sanlona 1 

fHeiiera says that had it not been for this mistake ihe Bn^ikli 
would not have captured her, because the South Sea shipi were ocdlcol 
sailers, belter thaji any others in the world (jSj), 
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nitation of success was shown upon this occasion. Among 
other plate, two very fair gilt bowh of silver were found, be- 
longing to the pilot, to whom Drake said, " Sennor pilot, you 
have here two silver cups, but I must needs have one of 
them ! " The pilot, who knew that need has no law, unci 
UiBt the adventurer who addressed him had just then «s 
little, assented, "because lie could not otherwise choose," 
md gave the other also lo the steward of the general's ship. 
In a better spirit Drake called for the register of the 
treasure on board, and wrote a receipt in the margin for the 
W&ole amount.* 

Many a witticism was passed upon the unseemly name t 
of their unfortunate prize, which, at the end of four days, 
was dismissed, and three men put on board, whom Drake 
had takeii on the way for pilots. Drake gave the captain 

^^ * C. Suaiez de Figucroa, log : Lope de Vega also relates this, and laya 

^B ttat the Spaniards themselveB were amused at it. 

^H — tomaste la lica piesa opima 

^H De un millon y seyscicntOB mi! ducados ; 

^H Donde Eapai'ia ha tentdo en miui esCims 

^^^^ Aquellos tus dnnayies celebrndos, 

^^^^^^^V^ Quando al maeslre y del navio ministro 

^^^^^^^P Pediste de la plata el gian legistro. 






Las margenes d 

SatiEfacicnda con estrailas veras, 

Fimiaste de tu nombce las partidas, 

Camo si dueno de la plata liieras. 

Hasta las letias oy cstan corridas 

De que esla burla a su regisiro hiiieras, 

Bolviate el Ubro, que fiic en tanto eatiago 

Paia el duefio gentil recibo y pago. 

Dragont/a. canto i. 
t " When this pilot departed from us. bis boy said thus unto our 
general : ' Captain, our ship shall be colled no more the Cacafmgo, but 
Ihe Cdfo/iota, »nd yOQts shail be called the Cacafiugo' ; which pretty 
speech of the pilot's boy rainistered matter of laughter to us, both then 
and long after " (Hnliluyt, 736). 
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a letter of safe-conduct, in case he should fall in with the 
EUzabclk or the Man/gold. This letter, which has been pre- 
served by the Portuguese pilot, is remarkable for its kind- 
ness and religious feeling. The contents, as retransUted 
in Hakluyt from the Portuguese or Spanish version, were 

" Master Winter, if it pleaselh God that you should chance 
to meet with this ship of Seiior Juan de Anton, 1 pray you 
use bim well, according to ray uoi'd and promise given unto 
them ; and if you want anything that is in this ship of SeDor 
Juan de Anton, I pray you pay them double the value of it, 
which I will satisfy again ; and command your men not to do 
her any hurt ; and what composition or ugreement we have 
made, at my return into England I will, by God's help, per- 
form ; although I am in doubt that this letter will never come 
to your hands. Notwithstanding I am the man I have pro- 
mised to be, — beseeching God, the Saviour of all the world, 
to have us in His keeping, lo whom only I give all honour, 
praise, and glory. What I have written is not only to you, 
Master Winter, but also to M. Thomas, M. Charles, M. Caube, 
and M. Anthony, with all our other good friends, whom I 
commit to the tuition of Him that with His blood redeemed 
us i and am in good hope that we shall be in no more trouble, 
but that He will help us in adversity ; desiring you, for the 
passion of Christ, if you fall into any danger, that you will 
not despair of God's mercy, for He will defend you, and pre- 
serve you from all danger, and bring us to our desired haven ; 
to whom be all honour, gloiy, and praise, for ever and ever. 

" Your sorrowful captain, 

" Whose lieart is heavy for you, 

"FiiANciB Dbakb." 

• Hakluyt, 747, 
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The general had now no other object in these seas;* how 
make his way home with this great booty was the next 
coDsiile ration. To return by the strait was, on many accounts, 
unatlvi^ble ; the season was unfavourable, and they knew 
the difficulties and dangers of that passage : moreover, tlie 
Spauiimls expecting them to take that course, would be 
likely both to have despatched ships in quest of them, and 
a force to intercept them there. This was no vain surmise : 
the whole const of Chili and Peru was in such alarm, that a 
stop was put to all maritime trade ; for it was known that 
Drake expected to be joined by his two consorts, and in every 
port the people were under arms to resist them. All the 
consequences of such an invasion, and more than all, were 
apprehended by the Spanish authorities ; they thought that 
nothing less than the King of Spain's dominion in those seas, 
and tlie properties and lives and souls of the inhabitants, 
were at stake, t H was not Drake's business now to encoun- 
ter any danger that coidd be avoided ; but greater proof of 
his ability as a seaman^ and of his enterprising genius, was 
never given than at this time ; for instead of at once resolving 
to follow the courae of Magellan, and so compass the globe, 
be conceived the hope of rivalling that great navigator by 
exploring a ptussage between the two great seas, at the 
opposite extremity of America. J This he propounded to 
his ship's company. " All of us," says one, who writes as if 
he had been present, " willingly hearkened and consented to 
general's advice ; which was, first, to seek out some con- 
iTenient place to trim our ship, and store ourselves with wood 



' " Thinking himself, both in respect of his private injuries received 
' from the Spaniards, as also oflhcii conlempls and indignities otfcred to 
oai country and prince in general, sufficiently satisfied and revenged, 
and suppo^ng that her majesty, at bis letuin, would rest satisfied witti 
this service " (Hakluyl, 736). 
^L i Viagt dti Sarmitnio, 4. 
^H t WarU Encompaiiid. Buiney, 339. 
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and water, &nd such provisions ss we could )^t ; and thence 
forward to hasten on our intended journey for the discovery 
of the said passage, through which we might with joy return 
to our longed homes." • 

They now sailed for the coaat of Nicaragua, which they 
made on Kith March, "near a small Island named Canno," 
two leagues from the mftlnland ; there they found a small 
bay, wherein they anchored, at five fathom deep, close by 
the land, and near a fi'csh water stream. On the 30th, a 
vessel was seen attempting to pass close by. The pinnace 
was sent in chase, and brought her in. She was laden with 
sarsaparilla, butter, and honey, and other things. The sarsa- 
parilla they threw ashore ; and used the vessel as a receptacle 
for their stores, while they laid their own ship down to m- 
amine her bottom. The island afforded them wood and fish, 
and would have supplied alligators and monkeys if they had 
chosen to take any on board. While they remained here 
they felt the shock of an earthquake. In eight daj-s the re- 
pairs, wooding and watering were completed, and they sailed 
westward, taking with them their prize ; which, however, 
after keeping two days longer, they dismissed, detaining 
some of the men to serve a.s pilots, and taking " the sea cards, 
wherewith they should make their voyage, and direct them- 
selves in their course".! And so sailing until 6lh April, 
about evening, they discovered a ship that held two leagues 
to seaward from the land ; and before the next day, in the 
morning, they were hard by her, and suddenly fell upon her 
while her men slept. She was apparently from Manilla, 

'Camden (p. 25a) is mtslaken in saying thai ihe viceiay had at this 
time senl ships lo fortify the strait. He could not do Ihi& till Ihe Pananui 
fleet aiiived ; and the expedition appointed for this secvice wai not read) 
to sail from Callao till Oct. it {Viagi dil Sarmiialo, pp. 4, ^o). 

t Admiral Burney says: "Whether these were charts of tboie sea.' 
01 only the carda of steering compasses was not explained ". 1 have no 
doubt that the former are intended. 
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thden with "linen cloth (which probably means muslins), 
I dishes of while esrtli, uiid great store of China 
silks ; uf all which," says the relater, " we took as we listed". 
He adds, that the owner of the ship was on board, who was 
a SpanisJi f^entlcman ; and that the general took from him a 
falcon of gold, with a great emerald in the breast thereof. 
They took a negro out of this vessel, and dismissed her with 
all her crew, one man excepted, whom they detained to show 
I them some watering place. He brougiit them into the haven 
l<af Guatulco, They landed there, in happy hour for some 
"negroes, upon whom the criminal court was then sitting in 
judgment for having conspired to set the town on fire. 
Judges and prisoners were conveyed on board ; and the chief 
judge was made to write to the inhabitants, ordering them 
I to leave the town, while the English might remain here. 
E There were but seventeen Spaniards residing here ; and 
either they nor the coloured population had much to lose, 
for the adventurer who tells us that the town was ransacked 
boasts of no other plunder than a pot as big as a bushel full 
of silver reales, and a gold chain and some jewels which one 

I" Thomas Moon took from a Spanish gentleman, whom he 
caught as he was flying out of the place ". 
Drake remained here nearly a fortnight ; and before he 
departed he released all his prisoners, and put the Portuguese, 
Knnho da Sylva, on board a ship in the harbour, to find his 
iraj' to Portugal as he could.* From Guatulco they steered 

• This ii injuriously represented, as if the poor man had been left in 
•n enemy's country. It was haidship enough (oj him to lose his ship 
and hi* goods, and be carried from the Cape de Veids through the strait 
and lo the coast of Nicaragua. But he could not have been dismissed 
at any point which would have been more convenient for himself i and 
in the relation which he drew up for the viceroy of New Spain, he 
makes no complaint of his treatment. It is very much to bis bonout, 
and something to that of Drake and his men, that theie is not in this 
plain and evidently faithful relation the slightest dptession of prejndiM 
or resentment against the English. 



1 




"directly off to sea," and sailed (the accounts say) 500 leagues 
in longitude to get a favourable wind. On Srd Jane, having 
sailed in different directions 1400 leagues, without seeing 
land, they had arrived in latitude iH^ N. A great change in 
the temperature was now felt ; the people were benumbed 
with the piercing cold, which increased to that extremity on 
sailing two degrees farther north, that meat, as sooD as it wai 
removed from the fire, would presently be frozen, and the 
ropes and tackling oithe ship were quite stiffened. Contraij 
winds forced them to run in with the land, which they then 
unexpectedly descried ; for they had not supposed that 
America in that latitude extended so far to the west. "They 
stood toward the shore, and anchored in an open itl-sbeltered 
bay. Tlie wind was strong and in gusts ; upon any inter- 
mission, there came a thick stinking fog, in which they were 
enveloped, till it was dispersed by the renewed strength of 
the wind. They could not remain here ; and the direction 
of the wind, with the severity of the cold, not only dis- 
couraged them from persisting in the attempt to go fiirther 
nortli, but commanded them to the southward, whether they 
would or no." So they drew back from latitude 48', to 
which they had advanced, ten degrees, " in which height it 
pleased God to send them into a fair and good hay, with a 
good wind to enter the same". There can be little doubt 
that this bay was that which is now called Port San 
Francisco.* 

Tliere were huts close to the water side. The day after 
they anchored many natives showed themselves on the shore, 
and a single man was sent off in a canoe. Immediately he 
began to speak, though at a considerable distance from the 
ship, and continued to do so as he paddled on, till having 
drawn as near as he thought fit upon this first advance, he 
stopped, made a long and earnest address accompanied by . 



• Butney, 343. Hakluyl, 440. 
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Igesticulations not more intelligible thnn the harnngue ; and 
when he had finished, rctcimed with great shi 
to the shore. Soon after he repeated the same ceremony in 
the same manner ; and presently a third time, but he then 
brought a bunch of feathers, resembling those of 
neatly fastened together, elean and handsomely cut ; and also 
a small liasket made of rushes, and filled with an herb which 
they called takih :* these he tied to a short stick, and cast 
them into the ship's boat. In return D; 
presents to be put on a plank in the water, and pushed 
towards him ; but he refused to touch them, and would 

» receive nothing except a hat, which being thrown from the 
ifaip, he took up. No intercourse followed upon this cere- 
mony ; both parties, however, seemed to consider that a 
gcxKl understanding liad been established by it, and to have 
acted accordingly in good faith. The natives were not dis- 
trustful, because they had only once been visited by 
Europeans, thirty-seven years before, when .loam Rodrigues 

(Cahrillo,t a Portuguese by birth, was sent by the viceroy 
. of New Spain to explore that coast : he happened to be a 
humane good man, as well as a skilful navigator ; and the 
whole of his intercourse with the natives had been of the 
most friendly kind. Drake knew not that any such earlier 
discovery had been made of these parts ; but he felt the 

tlieneficia] consequences of his predecessor's conduct ; and 
neither he nor his people did anything during their tarriance 
to counteract the favourable impression which Cahrillo had 
Blade. 
* The author of the "famous voyage" say* tobacco (Hakluyi, 441), 
I have followed Admiral Burney in using the name by which the natives 
called it; but that it was tobacco 1 have no doubt. For the Catiibrniani, 
though they had not discovered the art of ptepaiing any fermented 
liquor, used to intoxicate themselves at theii feaslg with the smoke of 
wild heib {Noticia dt la Catifomia, t. i., p, 79I. 
fBurney, i., 320-114. Heriera, Dec. 7. i. 5. c. 3, 4. Nolieia tU la 
Caltfonia, i., 181-1B3. 





He was not, however, uniiiiii<lful of tTist caution which 
oiiglit always to be observed atnoiig any people whose char- 
acter is not well known, and especially among savages. It 
was necessary to lighten the ship in order to come at a leak 
which she had sprung. She was anchored, therefore, close 
to the shore, and Drake landed his men, with tents, and 
such things as were necessary for fortifying their temporaij' 
encampment. The natives upon perceiving this collected in 
arms, and in large companies ; yet their demeanour was that 
of men who had prepared themselves to resent wrong, not to 
offer it ; and when signs were maile to them to lay aside 
Iheir bows and arrows they did so, accepted the gifts which 
were offered, and in return presented the general with 
feathers, nets, and skins. They retired at evening, to all 
appearance, well satisfied ; but when they had reached their 
dwellings loud lamentations were distinctly heard from thence, 
though the distance was not less than three parts of a mile, 
and the voices of the women were distinguished, whose miser- 
able shrieking rose above the deep and doleful outcries of 
the men. During the two following days no one came near 
the tents, and Drake is said to have fortified them by build- 
ing a stone wall round. On the third day, a more numerous 
assemblage than had yet been seen convened on the neareat 
eminence, from whence one of their orators delivered with 
violent enunciation a long speech, his words falling "so thick 
one on the neck of the other, that he could hardly fetch his 
breath again ". When he had ended, all the natives bowed 
their heads, and sung out o/i in a solemn and lengthened 
tone, whereby it was supposed that they signified their 
assent to all that had been said. The men then left their 
bows on the ground, descended to the encampment, and 
offered bunches of feathers and baskets of tobacco to the 
general, which he accepted, and made them presents in 
return. But the women, meantime remaining on the hitl, 
" tormented themselves lamentably " : they tore their checks 
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|*nd bosoms, uttered pitiable cries, threw off their upper 
gannent, and holdinfc their bands over their heads, dashed 
themselves on the ground, repeating this till they were 
covered witli blood. The English did not behold this miser- 
able sight without compa&sion, and Drake felt the more, 
because he and his people were persuaded that the natives 
took them for gods, and mennt this as a religious act of pro- 
pitiation. A proper sense of piety prompted hira to the 
wisest measure that could have been hiken. He ordered all 
his people to prayers, and divine service was performed with 
an earnestness which the natives understood. The effect 
which he had hoped for was produced, a stop was put to their 
self-lacerations and other acts of violence : they " seemed to 
be greatly affected at what they witnessed"; that is, they 
_ regarded it with awe, and at every pause in the service they 
m chanted out their solemn oh. When it was over, and they 

I Tose to depart, they restored all the presents which had been 

II nude them, and no one could be persuaded to take away 
with him a single thing.* 

The news having spread into the country, more natives 
flocked to the place, «nd two heralds made the general 
understand that their chief, or hioh, as he was called, was 
coming to visit him, but that he desired to have some token 
KDt him that his coming might be in peace. They were 
dismissed with what they asked for ; and forthwith the hioh, 
who was " of a goodly stature and comely personage," ad- 
vanced toward the fort with a princely majesty, the people 
crying continually after their manner, and as they drew near 
M> did they strive to hehave in their actions with comell- 
aesa. One " of a. lai^e body and goodly aspect " led the 
way, bearing a club of dark-coloured wooti, to which were 
fastened two coronals, " a less and a hiixger, made of net- 
work. Mid artificially wrought with feathers of many colours". 



k 



• Bunicy, 345-348. Hakluyt, , 
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Tliree chains also were suspended from it, " of a tnarveDons 
length, and mode of a bony substance, * every part thereof 
being very btUe, thiii, finely burnished, with a bole pierced 
through the middle, the number of links making one chain 
being in a manner infinite. Few be the persons that are 
admitted to wear them, and those persons are stinted in the 
number, by which it seems their rank was denoted." Neit 
came the hioh, wearing a coronal like those which were 
borne before him, and a cloak of what the English took for 
rabbit skins. About 100 "tall nnd warlike men accompanied 
him, with similar cloaks but of diflerent skins ". Some wore 
feathered coats, others had their heads " covered with a very 
fine down, which grows in that country upon an herb much 
like our lettuce ". All had their faces painted, each after 
bis own fashion. Each brought something for a present 
" The naked, common sort of people followed," every one 
having his face painted, some with white, some with black, 
and other colours, " and having feathers in their hair, which 
they gathered up in a bunch behind. Women and children 
brought up the train, each bringing a round basket or two 
with bags of tobacco, broiled fish, and a root called petak, of 
which meal was made, to be either baked or eaten raw. 
Even the children carried each a present. " + 

Drake, seeing so numerous a body of natives, drew up his 
men within the " fenced place, making against their approach 
A very warlike show ". The Califomiiins, " being trooped 



* A marginal note in Hakluyt says, " Ttiese are like chains of Eiumoy 
in Canada and Hochelage," that is, smngs of wampum. Langsdorff 
tays. that the Indians at this place slill ictain the art of making the 
pieces of which these alringa ate composed with marvellous cxactneu, 
all of the same size, and boring them without an iron instrumenL They 
are cut from the shell of a kind of mussel, which he did not ice. One 
of them isrepiesenledin the plates to the German edition of Langtdocf* 
work {Riiie um dii W^t, ii., 143)- 

t Butney, 348-350. Hakluyt, 441. 
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^nogether in their order," tint maile a general snlutation, 
^nrhich was followed by a general silence. The club benrer 
tiien pronounced with & loud and manly voice, after the 
dictation of one who stood close to him, an oration which 
seemed to the English to continue half an hour, and at its 
conclusion the whole train chanted that long oh, which 
interpreted to signify amen, so be it ! Men and women then 
descended the hill (leaving the children), and ad 
order towards the camp ; their demonstrations were so peace- 
ful that Drake allowed them to enter; the club or sceptre 
bearer (as he is dignified by the relater) "began a song, 
observing his measures in a dance, and that with a stately 
countenance ; the hioh with his guard, and every degree of 
persons following, did in like manner sing and dance, but the 
women only danced and kept silence ". When they 
within the camp, they continued their song and di 
reasonable time. Then, in the words of the eai'liest account, 
"they made signs to our general to sit down, to whom the 
king and divers others made several orations, or rather 
supplications, that he would take their province and kingdom 
into his hand and become their king, making signs that they 
would resign unto him their right and title of the whole land, 
and become his subjects. In which to persuade us the better, 
the king and the rest with one consent, and with great 

I reverence, joyfully singing a song, did set the crown upon 
liis head, enriched his neck with all their chains, and offered 
nnto him many other things, honouring him by the name of 
liioh, * adding thereunto, as it seemed, a sign of triumph ; 
which thing our general thought not meet to reject, because 

• ■■ These honours." says Admiral Burney, " paid lo a atranger, have 
more than a shade of resemblance to the custom which haa been Tound 
among so many Indian nations, of exchanging names with those whose 
alliance or friendship they desire. The general, to have manilesled an 
1 letutn of consideration, might have decorated his visiioi with tome 






e saluted him by the name of Drake " (p. 3So). 




he knew not what honour and profit it might Ije to our 
country. Wherefore, in the naiTie and to the use of her 
majesty, he took the sceptre,* crown, and dignity of the s*id 
country in his hands ; wishing that the riches and treasure 
thereof might so conveniently be transported to the enrich- 
ing of her kingdom at home, as it aboundeth in the same." | 
The natives accompanied this act of surrender with a soitg 
and dance of triumph, "because (says another relater) they 
were not oidy visited of gods (for so they still judged ns to 
be}, but the great and chief god was now become their god, 
their king and patron, and themselves the only happy and 
blessed people in all the world ". J 

That the natives meant to make a surrender of their 
country by these ceremonies is what none but men pre- 
possessed with notions which were common to all European? 
in that age coutd have supposed ; but that they regarded 
the English as beings, if not of superior nature, yet of such 
superior knowledge and power, tliat it was necessary to 
propitiate them by circumstances approaching to idolatry, 
must be inferred from the scene which immediately ensued. 
"The common sort of people, leaving the king and his guard 
with our general, scattered themselves together with their 
sacrifices among our people, taking a diligent view of every 
person ; and such as pleased their fancy (which were the 
youngest), they, enclosing them about, offered their sacrifices 
unto tbem with lamentable weeping, scratching, and tearing 



* The invariable custom adopted by Europeans, of claiming and taking 
roTmal posseEBion of every new land they meet with fwbethcr it ts in- 
habited 01 uninhabited never entering into the consideration], no doobl 
disposed Drake to credit, if it is true that he did credit rl, that that 
people, simply, and for no cause, value received, or other coniideratiOD. 
made a voluntary gift of themtelves and tbeii Eountiy to him, a pcrfrct 
Wranger [Burney, 354). 

t HaUuyt, 441. 

t World Enmi^tuitd, 76. 
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le flesh from their faces with their nails, whereof issued 
iiiDdance of blood. But we used signs to them of disliking 
this, and stayed their hands from force, wid directed them 
upwards to the living God, whom only they ought to wor- 
ship." Such, too, as had sores, craved help of the strangers, 
as of persons who assuredly they thought could heat them. 
Whereupon, Ihe writer says, " we gave them lotions, plasters, 
and ointments, agreeing to the state of their griefs, beseech- 
ing God to cure their diseases. Every third day they brought 
,;their sacrifices mito us, until they understood our meaning 
we had no pleasure in them. Yet tliey could not be 
absent from us, but dally frequented our company to 
le hour of our departure, which departure seemed so griev- 
unto them, that their joy was turned into sorrow. They 
itreated us that, being absent, we would remember them, 

by stealth provided a saerifice, which we misliked."* 
The Califomians were in a ruder state than many of the 
llorth American nations. The |)eople whom Drake saw 
were a burrowing tribe ; their houses or dens were circular, 
roofed with timber, the centre forming a kind of spire, f near 
which "an opening that resembled the scuttle of a ship 
served the double purpose of door and chimney ". They 
were not so far advanced as to use the hammock ; but slept, 
like our British ancestors, upon rushes, around a central fire. 
Most of the men were nearly naked ; the women wore a 
le garment round the waist, made of bulrushes, "combed 
kfter the manner of hemp " : over the shoulders they had a 
deer skin. Deer were very numerous : in an excursion 
which Drake made to some of their villages in the interior, 
he saw herds of a thousand in a company, " being most la^e 

I* Hakluyt, 442. 
t " Theit bouses." says the old relation, " are digged round abont with 
Mith, and have Erom Ihe uttemioEt biims of the circle clefts of wood set 
npon them, jcuning close together at the top like a spire steeple, wbici) 
figr teuon of that cloaenesB are very warm " (p. .|4i). 
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The whole country v 

conies, their bodies 

lieir heads as the heads of oiiis, the 

ole), and the tail of a rat, being of great 
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and fat of body "- 
of a strange kind 
the Barbary 
feet of a wunt (i 

length ; under her chin on eitlier side a bag, into the which 
she golhered her meat, when she hath filled her belly abroad." 
The skins of these creatures were much esteemed, "for their 
king's coat was made of tliem ". Drake named the countj; 
New Albion, " in respect of the white banks and clif& which 
tie towards the sea," and also for old England's sake. He 
set up a monument of the queen's "right and title to the 
same, namely, a plate nailed upon a fair great post, where- 
upon was engraven her majesty's name, the day and yen of 
our arrival there, with the fi-ee giving up of the province and 
people into her majesty's hands, together with her highness'i 
picture and arms in n piece of sixpence of current English 
money under the plate, where under was also written the 
name of our general ". Nova California is still named New 
Albion in English maps ; but no consequences, either evil or 
good, have resulted from the possession thus confidently 
taken.* That part of the Americas has even to this time 
escaped from all the evils of conquest, and the attempts that 
have been made to civilise it have been in the spirit of that 
religion which was proclaimed with the announcement of 
peace on earth, good will towards men. The Jesuits, who 
were aa beneficially employed in America as they were 
mischievously in Europe, established missions there, in which. 



' " It scemelti that tbc Spaniatila hitheno bad nevei been in ihia part 
of the country, neither did they ever discover the land by many iegttei 
to the southwards of this place " (Hakluyl, 443). The Engli»h knew 
nothing at ihat time of Cabrillo's voyage, not indeed of anything thit 
■he Spaniards had done in that direction. They too were dreaming of 
Eldoiados, and thought there was "no pari of the eaith here 10 be 
Ulien up wherein there ii not some special likelihood of gold or clva" 

{Ibid.). 
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though they attempted, and consequently effected, less than 
in Paraguay and among the Chaquitos, they reclaimed very 
many hordes from a savage life, and reduced them to a state 
of contented pupilage, in which tlieir bodily wants were 
amply provided for. Upon the abolition of that order the 
Franciscans were substituted for them in these parts, and the 
CaliforaiaQ missions appear to have been the only ones that 
were not cither utterly ruined or miseriibly deteriorated by 
^ the cliange. 

After remaining five weeks in port Drake took his departure, 
I long as the ship continued in sight, the natives kept 
n the tops of the hills. Tlie design of seeking for a 
E by the north of America was, with general consent, 
I up, seeing that the northern summer was so far nd- 
E vanced, and that the wind was then blowing from tlie north- 
west ; and it was determined to follow the example of Mag- 
ellan, and steer for the Moluccas. After taking " good store 
of seals and birds " from the Farellones, which are near the 
entrance of Port St. Francisco, they sailed sixty-eight days 
without seeing land, and then fell in with some inhabited 
islands, which, from the conduct of the natives, they named 
e Island of Thieves,— another remarkable coincidence witli 
e circumstances of Magellan's voyage. These people began 
r fair trading : then took the English articles and would 
I return ; and, lastly, when the English refused to 
1 any more with such customers, attacked the ships with 
wherewith they had come well provided. A great 
gun was fired over their heads ; it frightened thenv away ; 
but when they found that they were not hurt, they returned 
more audaciously to the unprovoked attack, and "could not 
! got rid of till they were made to feel smart as well as 
There is little doubt that these were the Pelew 
Drake was not clear of them till 3r<l of October. 
) the 16th he made the Philippines, and on .Srd of \o- 
,d sight of the Moluccai, and steered lor Tidore, 
18 



Vr4 



ENGLISH SEAMEN 



where it was his intention to anchor ; but & bont eaaie olT 
from the Island Motir, and Portuguese enough was spoken 
by those who came in it to make him understand that the 
Portuguese had been driven out from Temate, and had taken 
up their quarters in Ticlore, and to invite him to change his 
destination and go to Tcm»te, when they understood that he 
was not a friend to the Portuguese. Thither, accofdingly, he 
went ; and sending a velvet cloak as a present to the king, 
requested to be furnished with provisions, and to trade fur 

The king, who had already been told " what good things 
he might receive by traffic," prepared forthwith to visit the 
ship. He sent before him " four great and large canoes, in 
every one whereof were certain of his greatest states that 
were about him, attired in white lawn of cloth of Calicut, 
having over their heads from the one end of the canoe to the 
other a covering of thin perfiimed mats, borne up with a 
frame made of reeds for the same use, under which every one 
did sit in his order, according to his dignity, to keep him 
from the heat of the sun ; divers of whom being of good age 
and gravity did make an ancient and fatherly show. There 
were also divers young and comely men attired in white, as 
were the others. The rest were soldiers, which stood in 
comely order, round about on both sides ; without whom sit 
the rowers in certain galleries, which being three on a side 
all along the canoes did lie off frou, the side thereof three or 
four yards, one being orderly builded lower than another, in 
every of which galleries were the number of fourscore rowers. 
These canoes were tumished with warlike munition, every 
man, for the most part, having his sword and target, with his 
dagger, besides other weapons, as lances, calivers, darts, 
bows and arrows ; also every canoe had a smsll cast base (or 
cannon) mounted at the least one full yard upon a stock set 

* Burney, 356-358. Hakluyt, 739. 
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ikpright. Thus comins near the ship in order they rowed 
ftbont it, one after another, and passing b_v, did their homage" 
with great solemnity, the great personages beginning with 
great gravity, and fatherly countenance, signifying that the 
king had sent them to conduct the ship into a better road." 
The king soon arrived, and was received with a salute of 
great guns, with trumpets Bounding, and such politic display 
of state and strength as Drake knew it was advisable to ex- 
hibit. He and his suite were " passing well contented with 
the presents which were made them ; and taking Ilia leave, 
as the ship anchored, he promised to repeat his visit the next 
■'day, and said that provisions should be supplied ".t 
W That same night provisions were sent, consisting of rice, 
^bwla, "unperfect and liquid sugar," sugar canes, "a fruit 
■which they call figo," cloves, and "meal, which they call 
sagu, made of the tops of certain trees, tasting in the mouth 
like sour curds, but melting like sugar, whereof they make 
cakes, which may be kept the space of ten years, and 
then good to be eaten ". But instead of repeating his 
lit, as he had promised, the king sent his brother on the 
morrow to invite the general ashore, nnd remain on board as 
hostage for his safe return. The breach of promise made 
Drake "mislike" this invitation, and his whole cotiipaDy 
utterly refiised to let him accept it. Not, however, to ex- 
press any suspicion, that should it prove needless might justly 
give offence, he sent some of his officers with presents in his 
stead. They were received in great state, in a large and fair 
house, near the castle which this prince had taken from the 
* Here, loo, Drake's people were possessed with (he notion of ui in- 
tended surrender of the rights of soveieignty. The first relater says, 
"the king was moved with ^eat liking toward us, and sent to our 
general with special message, that he should have what things he needed 
and wotild tequtre, with peace and friendship : and, moreover, that he 
would yield himself, and the right of his island, to be at the pleasure 
and commandment at so great a piince u we lerved " (p. 739). 
t Hakluyi, 739. Burney, J58. 
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Portuguese. About 1000 persons were assembled, Boumf; 
whom were seven ambassadors* from different countries. 
The king came in, after a while, with twelve guards, auil 
under n rich canopy, embossed with gold. " From his waist 
down to the ground was all cloth of gold, and the same very 
rich ; his legs were bare, but on his feet were shoes of Cor- 
dovan skin. In the attire of his head were finely wreathed 
hooped rings of gold : and about his neck he had a chain of 
perfect gold, the links whereof were great and one fold 
double. On his fingers he had six very fair jewels ; and I 
sitting in his chair of estate, at his right hand stood a page ' 
with a fan in his hand^ breathing And gathering the air to 
the king. The fan was In length two feet, and in breadth 
one, HCt witli eight sa])phircs, richly embroidered, and knit 
to a staff three feet in length, by which the page ibd hold 
and move it," No treachery had been intended ; the inter- 
view ended well ; and the English were offered an exclusive 
trade with Temate and its numerous dependent isles,) if 
they would enter into engagements of amity and commerce 

Sultan Baboe, or more properly fiaab-Ullah, by whom this 
proposal was made, was a more politic and powerful prince 
than any of the twenty-four sultans who had preceded him 
in the sovereignty of tliose islands. His father, Sultan Hairun, 
had been assassinated in his own palace by the Portuguese, 



• Two Turks, liegeia, the old relation says, and one Italian, mi 
"Tour grave. persons, apparelled alt in red down to the ground, and 
sitired on their heads like the Tutks, and these were said to be Romint, 
and liegcts there lo keep continual traffic with the people of Ternale" 
(p. 740). Who these may have been it is impossible to gutsi, brdier 
than ihat they were Matiommedans. 

t Seventy they are said lo be in Ilaktuyi. Thejr were conaaoBlj ! 
accounted seventy-lwo, but Valentyn enumerates twenty more, bw 
more than a hundred uninhabited ones, of which ihc bird* and tnnio 
Bie in full, but not peaceful, possession. 





I 



277 

mutual wrongs uid mutual intolerance having exasperated 
them against each other. The history of the Portuguese in the 
Moluccas, far uiihke that of the mother-country and its other 
conquests or colonies, may be described as a scries of crimes, 
with little to mitigate them, and nothing to redeem the 
perpetrators from abhorrence and execration. * They cut 
the body of Hairun in pieces, salted tliein, and when Baab- 
Ullah offered even to become a Christian if they would give 
him the dishonoured remains of his murdered father, they 
cast them into the sea. The sultan had his revenge, but it 
was that of a brave and honourable man r he besieged them 
in their fort St, Paulo, compelled them, by famine, to sur- 
render, received the keys in a casket of finely wrought silver, 
and made the anny hut themselves upon the beaeh till oppor- 
tunity might offer of a passage to their own country. A 
galleon arrived ; but those on board regarded the capitula- 
tion as so shameful, that they refused to take their country- 
men on board, and there they must have remained, if the 
people of Tidore had not, in hatred to the Teroatans, trans- 
ported them to their island, and allowed thera to construct 
a fortress there ; and though Baab-Ullah pursued them 
thither, and defeated thera and their allies in battle, they 
.maintained themselves there, t These events occurred only 
six years before Drake's arrival, and they explain the readi- 
ness with which the sultan proposed to enter into an alliance 
with the English. Powerful as he then was, he knew that 
he might possibly one day stand in need of European aid ; 
and in the eastern islands the sultans seem always to have 
Iwen mercliant princes. But the English did not yet extend 
'tiieir views of commerce so far, and Drake had not come 
tbere "to spy the land," even with mercantile intentions. 

My knowledge of it is derived from their own histoiiana ; and if 
there is a wickedei history than that of the Portuguese in the Moluccas, 
hat not come within the course of my reading, 
t Valentyn, Betchryving dtr Molucciit, i., zo6, 107. 
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His first object was to discover the weakness of Peru ; b&ving 
sueceeded in tli«t, to go round the world was Dot onlj » 
point of ambition but his best way home. 

Among the persons who came on board the Golden Hind 
during the six days that she remained at Ternate was a 
Chinese, who informed Drake, through an interpreter, that 
he was related to the family of the reigning emperor, but 
had been unjustly accused of a capital crime, and was afraid 
that if it came to trial, innocent though he was, he should 
not be able to make his innocence appear. He had, there- 
fore, solicited and obtained leave to expatriate himself, upon 
condition that if he could bring home any important iuteUi- 
gence, he should be allowed to live in his native countiy, 
othenvise he must pass his life in exile. Now, he said, he 
accounted himself a luippy man, in that he had seen and 
spoken with tlie English, thinking this was a thing for which, 
perhaps, he might find favour in China ; and he endeavoured 
to persuade Drake to go thither, not doubting but that it 
would be a means to obtain him advancement and honour. 
But Drake's business was to secure both the wealth and the 
gloiy which he had acquired, by returning home with as 
little delay as possible ; and the poor Chinese departed 
sorrowfully, when he found that his persuasions did not 
succeed." 

Having stored himself with provisions, and laid in as large 
a quantity of cloves as convenient stowage could be found 
for, Drake sailed on 9th of November ; and on the I4tfa 
anchored at a small uninhabited island near the eastern part 
of Celebes. There he erected tents, intrenched them to be 
prepared for unwelcome visitors if any should arrive, set up 
a forge, and repaired the ship carefully. Four weeks were 
passed in this occupation without molestation of any kind. 
They had to provide themselves with water from an adjacent 
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^fcUuid ; in all other respects this was must commodious. It 
^^"Was covered " with wood of b lat^e and high growth, straight, 
and without boughs, save only in the bead or top, whose 
leaves are not much differing from om' broom in England. 
Amongst these trees, night by night, through the whole 
land, did show themselves an infinite swurm of fiery worms 
flying in the air, whose bodies being no bigger than our 
common English flies make such a show and light, as if every 
twig and tree had been a buniiiig candle." Such is the ex- 
aggerated description which one of these adventurers has 
given of a very striking and beautifiil sight. "In this place 
breedeth also wonderful store of bats, as big as large hens " ; 
and, better than such ugly poultry, " a kind of cray fish, of 
such a size that one was sufficient to satisfy four hungry 
men ". TTiese, which seem to be exaggerated in size, were 
land crabs, and "very good and restoring meat", "They 
are," says another relater, "as far as we could perceive, 
utter strangers to the sea, living always on the land, where 
tlaey work themselves earths ; or rather they dig huge cnvea 
under the roots of the lai^est trees, where they lodge by 
companies together. Sometimes, when we come to take 
them, for want of other refuge, they would climb into the 
trees and hide themselves, where we were enforced to follow 

■ From hence they sailed toward tlie west, and thereby got 
entangled among the islands and shoals near the coast of 
Celebes. With the hope of escaping from these, they held 
A southern course ; but on 9th of January, when they thought 
themselves in a clear sea, early in the first watch, the ship 
running under fiill sail, with the wind large, and blowing 
»)oderately fresh, came at once uiwn a rocky shoal, and 
(tuck fa.st. " Boats were got out to examine if an anchor 
could be placed in any direction, by which they might 
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endeavour to draw the ship off into deep water ; but at the 
distance of only a boat's length no bottom could be found 
with all their lines. The ship bad not become leaky in con- 
sequence of the shock ; but she remained all night fixed, and 
another examination after daylight was as fruitless as the 
former." There she continued till four in the afternoon. 
The general, " as he had always hitherto shown himself coura- 
geous, and of a good confidence in the mercy and protection 
of God, so now he continiietl in the same ; and lest he should 
seem to perish wilfully, both he and his men did their best 
endeavour to save themselves. Those endeavours were all 
vain ; and it was to God's special mercy that they were 
alone beholden for their preservation, when no human effort 
could avail. In a state which was hopeless, as well as help- 
less, the crew were summoned to prayers ; and when that 
duty was performed they tried what could be done by lighten- 
ing the ship. Three tons of cloves were thrown out, eight of 
the guns, and a quantity of meal and pulse ; but none of the 
treasure, though that waa the heaviest part of the cargo.* 

'Fullci says otherwise in a most chaiacteiistic passage- Theibip, be 
■nys, struck twice on a dangerous shoal, " knocking twice at the dooi of 
death, which no doubt had opened the third time. Here they stuck, 
having ground too mucli, and yet too little to land on ; and water too 
much, and yet tcio litile to gail in. Had God, who, as the wise man 
aaith, holdeth the winds in His fist, but opened His little fingci and let 
out the smallest bta^t, ihey had undoubtedly been cast away ; but there 
blew not any wind all the while. Then chey, conceiving aright that the 
best way to tighten the ship was first to ease it of the burthen of their 
■ins by true repentance, humbled themselves by (asting under the b«nil 
of God ; afleiwaid they received the communion, dining on ChriH in 
the sacrament, expecting no other than to sup with Him in heaves. 
Then they cast out of their ship six great pieces of ordnance ; threw 
overboard as much wealth as would break the heart of a misei to think 
on'l ; with much sugar, and packs of spices, making a caudle of the lei 
round about. Then they betook themselves to their prayers, the h 
lever at auch a dead lift indeed, and it pleased God that thew 
mcrly their mortal enemy, became their friend " {Holy State, i 
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ble benefit was produced. The ship had grounded on 
a shelving rock ; where she lay there was on one side only 
feet depth at low water, and to float her it required 
thirteen. The wind blowing fresh directly against the other 
^e kept her upright during the time she was left by the tide ; 
but when it was nearly at the lowest the wind slackened, 
and the ship losing this prop fell toward the deep water : her 
keel with the shake was freed from the rocka ; and, not lesa 
to the surprise than to the joy of every one aboard, she was 
once more afloat. Thus were they delivered at the very time 
when the tide was least favourable, and when all effoi-ts were 
thought useless."* 

" Having suffered many dangers by winds and shoals," 
they fell in, on the 8th of February, with " the fruitful island 
of Borateva," of which they say that, "to confess a truth, 
nnee the time that we first set out of our country of England, 
ire happened upon no place, Temate only excepted, wherein 
we found more comforts, and better means of refreshing ". 
The people they found comely, just in dealing, and courteous 
to strangers. From thence they set their course for Java ; 
which island, according to them, "was governed by five 
rajahs, living at that time in such unity, as if they had 
one spirit and one mind ". The people, by their accomit, 
dwelt together as harmoniously as their chiefs. "They have 
B house in every village for their common assembly ; every 
day they meet twice, men, women, and children, bringing 
with them such victuals as they think good ; some fruits, 

* Bumey, 363. This cicellent ftcaman follows the author of the 
World Bncomfasitd in this detail, wherein I have followed him — Hafc 
always with such a guide. The account in Haktuyt (p. 741) says, that 
they lightened the ship ; " and then the wind (as it were in 3 moment 
by the special grace of Godj changing &om the staiboaid Co the laiboud 
of the ship, we hoisted our sails, and the happy gale drove our ship ofT 
tile lodu iota the sea again, to the no little comfort of all our hearts, 
for which we gavu God such praise and thaijka as so great ■ b«ne&t 
required ". 
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some rice boiled, • some hens roasted, some sagu ; haviDf; a 
table made three feet from the ground, whereon they set 
their ment, tiiat every person sitting at the table may eat, 
one rejoicing iD the company of another." It is a moura&l 
reflection that in proportion as we become acquainted with 
the real condition and character of distant nations, the more 
there is to subtract from the first favourable opiaioa that is 
formed of them. 

Here Drake was informed that not far off there were 
ships as large as his own, and he was warned to beware of 
them ; though he must previously have known his danger 
as he drew near the Portuguese settlements, this warning 
is said to have made him hasten his departure from Java. 
From thence he steered for the Cape of Good Hope, which 
his men thought " a most stately thing, and tlte fairest cape 
they had seen in the whole circumference of the earth". 
They landed on the west side in search of water, and finding 
no spring must liave been distressed if they had not provi- 
dently collected rain water in good time. They supplied 
themselves at Sierra Leone, and concluded their prosperous 
voyage at Plymouth after two years and nearly ten months; 
arriving on Monday by their own reckoning, they found that 
it was Sunday in England. Drake immediately repaired to 
court, and was graciously received there, though the treasure 

* Tliey boil (heir rice in an eanhcn pol, made in Sotm of a sagu !oaf. 
being full of holes, as ouc pots which wc water our gardens withal ; and 
it is open at ihe gteal end, wherein they pul their rice dry, without any 
moisture. In the meantime they have ready another great earthen pot, let 
fut in a furnace, boiling, full of water, whereinto they put their pot tviib 
lice, by such measure that the grains, swelling, become soft at the fird, 
and by their swelling, stopping Ihe holes of the ])ot, admit no more water 
to enter ; but the more ihey are boiled the harder and more firm sub- 
Mance they become, bo that in the end they are a firm and good bread: 
of the which with oil, butter, .sugar, and other Epices. they make divcn 
sorts of meats, very pleasant of tapte, and nouiishing to naljin 
(H.lli.,t, 7,1). 
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which he brought home was placed in aequestration, in case 
it should be found necessary to answer such demands as would 
be made for it. Her owti right of navigating the ocean in 
all parts Elizabeth fimily asserted to the Spanish ambassador, 
and as firmly denied any right which the Spaniard laid claim 
n the Indies by virtue of the pope's grant. And though 
die yielded so far as to pay a considerable sum of money to 
1 ostensible procurator of certain mei'chants who claimed 
It, enough seems to have been retained to make it a profitable 
adventure for the captors. Drake was rewarded with such 
honours as he had well deserved. The queen gave orders 
that his ship should be drawn up in a little creek near 
Deptford, and there preserved as a monument of the most 
memorable voyage that the English hud ever yet performed. 
" Having, as it were, thus consecrated it, she honoured it and 
him by going on bo^d to partake of a banquet there ; and 
on that occasion * Drake knelt to her, and rose up Sir 

I Francis. The good fortune which had attended the Goldm 
fivtd on her voyage round the world did not forsake that 



Ott this occasion also the WCBtminstei scholats eet up the following 
es upon the mainmast: — 

" Plus oltka, HercuIeJs inscribas, Drace, columnis, 
Et magno, dicas, Hercule major eco ". 
On Hercules* pillats. Diake, thou may'sl fliii ultra write lull well, 
And sayi I will in gieatriEss that great Hercules cxceI. 
" Diace, pcieriali novit qucm tecminus orbis, 
Quemque semet mundi vidit ulerque polus, 
Si taceant homines, tacient te Bideia nolum, 

Drake, whom well the world's end knows, which thou didst compass 

And whom both poles of bcavco once taw which north and south do 

bound, 
The stars above will make thee known if men here silent were ; 
The iun biiniclf cannot forget his fcllow-tiavellcr. 
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ship when laid up in tliis its last liarbour. The bridge of 
planks by which the queen and her retinue went on boutl 
broke under the crowd of people who stationed themselves 
ujwn it; about 100 pt-rsons fell, and yet no one suffered any 
serious injury. * The ship remained ot Deptford till it de- 
cayed : it was then broken up ; and from one of its planks a 
chair was made, and presented to the University of Oxford. 

It was, proliably, about this time that Sir Francis assumed 
the arms of the Drakes of Ash, near Axminster, which, as 
he was not able to make out his descent from that &mily, 
was, " in those days, when the court of lionour was in more 
honour, u matter not so easily digested ". Bernard Drake, 
the representative of that family, was a sea-rover like him- 
self; and instead of feeling that the tree of his pedigree 
would be rendered more illustrious by having tlie name of 
Sir Francis Drake pendent from it than by any fruit that it 
had ever before borne, resented the assumption angrily ; high 
words ensued, and he gave Sir Francis a blow within the 
verge of the court ; worse consequences might have foUoweil 
had this outrage been offered in any other place ; and the 
queen, it is said, not leaving the laws to take cognisance of 
the offender, terminated the dispute by bestowing upon Sir 
Francis "anew coat of everlasting honour to himself and 
posterity for ever". " The field," says Gwillim,+ " is diamond, 
a fess wavy between the two pole stats, Arctic and Antarctic, 
pearl. Such was the worth of this most generous and re- 
nowned knight, as that his merits do require that his coit- 
armour should be expressed in that selected manner of 
blazoning that is fitting to noble personages, in respect of his 
noble courage and high attempts achieved." The crest given 
him was a ship on a globe, under ruff', held by a cable with a 
hand out of the clouds, and a wivern gules, his wings dis- 
played, and tail nowed (being the Diake arms), hung bj the 
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beela in the ri^gitif;, — marking thereby the queen's displeasure 
towards the bearer of that coat. He, however, according to 
the tradition in his family, told the queen, with no unbecom- 
ing spirit, that though she might give his competitor a nobler 
coat of arms than his, she could not give him an aacienter. * 
Elizabeth's displeasure was but for a time ; and sparing as 
n the distribution of lionours, it was not long before 
she rewarded the services of this gentleman, as they well 
deserved, with knighthood. 

Whether this expedition were jiistifiHble or not upon those 
principles by which all Christian states ought to hold them- 
selves bound, Drake's conduct in it, as a navigator and a 
commander, is entitled to the highest praise. It has l>een 
1 of him that he was a willing hearer of every man's 
opinion, but commonly a follower of his own, and this is the 
highest praise that can be bestowed upon a man so competent 
> form an opinion for himself. The next great enterprise 
L which he was engaged was planned after Elizabeth had 
openly entered into an alliance with the United States. Philip 
had then laid an embargo upon all English ships, goods,and sub- 
jects in his dominions; and the queen authorised such as sus- 
tained loss by this measure to indemnify themselves by taking 
and arresting all ships and merchandise belonging to the subjects 
of Spain wherever they could find them.] Not waiting for the 
war at her own doors, she fitted out an expedition, consisting of 
twenty-five sail of ships and pinnaces. Drake was appointed 
admiral, Martin Frobiaher vice-admiral, Christopher Carleill, 
^^ "a man of long experience in the wars as well by sea as 
H land," general of the laud forces. The soldiers and seamen 
I amounted to 3300. They sailed from Plymouth on the 1 4th 
H of -September, 1585, for the coast of Spain ; and after a few 
I days, " for lack of favourable wind, " put in within the isles 
H of Bayona. No sooner had part of the fleet anchored than 
H Drake ordered the pinnaces and boats to be manned, got into 
H * Piincc. t MoHBon, in Cbuicliill, iii., ijj. 
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his galley, and rowed toward the town of Bajrona, then i con- 
siderable place, his intent being, says the historian of the 
voyage, "with the favour of the Almighty, to surprise it". 
'ITiey were presently met by a messenger from the governor ; 
the communication ended in Drake's despatching Captain 
Sampson, one of the two corporals of the field, to demand 
of the governor, "first, if there were war between Spain and 
England ; and, secondly, why tlie English merchants and 
their goods were embargoed ? " The governor replied, that 
he knew of no war between the two nations, and it lay not 
in him to make any : the embargo had been the king's 
pleasure, but not with intent to injure any man ; and. in Cict. 
it had been taken off by the king's counter order a week ago, 
to certify which he sent the English merchants then resident 
there. But it was with no pacific intention that this arma- 
ment had been set forth. The troops landed, and quartering 
tliemselves as well as they could, and setting good goatd 
upon every approach, thought to rest themselves there for 
the night. Wine, fruit, and other refreshments were sent 
from the town to their unbidden and unwelcome visitants, 
as if they had been friends. But about midnight thewe«ther 
began to overcast ; it was deemed wiser to repair aboard than 
make any longer tarrlance, and before they could recover the 
fleet a storm arose; many of the ships drove from their 
anchorage, some were forced out to sea in great peril, and 
one was driven to England. "The extremity of the atom 
lasted three days." * 

When the fleet had re-assemb!ed, Carleill was sent with 
port of it " to see what he could do above Vigo ". He inter- 
cepted many Iwals and caravels, in which the injiabitants 
were removing tlieir property up into the country, except 
one boat, in which were tiie j)late and ornaments of the high 
church. The booty was of little value to the captors, yet 
the loss of the people was computed at more than 30,000 
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^ducats, the ducat being 5j. W. The nest day Drake joined 
Orleill in a station above the town, chosen "as well for the 
aiore quiet riding of his ship as also for the good commodity 

watering, which the place afforded full well ". Menntime 
the Governor of Galicia, having collected some 2000 foot and 
SOO horse, hastened to this point, and demanded a parley 
with the English commander. Drake consented, " so it 
night be in boats upon the water ". Hostnges were given on 
both sides ; and an agreement was concluded that the English 
"should fiimish themselves with fresh water, to be taken 
quietly by their own people, and with all other such neces- 
as the place would atfonl, paying for the same". This 
done, the fleet sailed for the Canaries. * 

The parties had regarded each other here with respect ; 

id humiliating as it was for the governor of such a province 
to have consented to such an agreement, his presence pre- 
vented greater evd, the disr sition of the English being to 
bnm and destroy, or to extort a ransom as the price of their 
forbearance. Great anil not unreasonable alarm was excited 
by their appearance. Their force was estimated at 5000 
troops, with 30 ships, besides many pinnaces and oareil 
shallops : it was feared that they were designed for the 
South Sea ; and the mischief which they might effect upon 
the way was forecast by the Marquis of Santa Cruz. In 
eighteen days from Bayona, at this season, Drake might sack 
Idaileira, the Canaries, and the Cape de Verds ; forty days 
more might carry him to Rio Janeiro : he might take pos- 
session of the mouth of that fine harbour, which commands 
the entrance, fortify it, and maintain it by leaving a garrison 
of 500 men there : he might then pass the strait, enter the 
South Sea, and attack Lima. The population of that city 
consisted of 2000 families, but they were neither a warlike 
people, nor bad they been trained to arms ; and as the place* 
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was open, and had no artillery for its defence, the English 
might take and snck it, and proceed to make themselves 
masters of the land ; in furtherance of which views it was 
very probable that they would get possession of Panama. If 
this were not Drake's design, it might be to sack St. Domingo, 
Puerto Rico, and the coast of Tierra-Fimia to C'jirtliagena and 
Nombre de Dios^ and by way of Venta de Crui attack Panama 
from that side. The Havannah, also, was in great danger, 
the fortress being but small and weak. The marquis advised, 
therefore, that despatches should be sent off with all possible 
diligence to the viceroys and governors in the Indies ; that 
a fleet should be ordered out to sail in pursuit of the English, 
and give them battle; that 1000 Catalonian and Genoese 
sailors should be distributed in this fleet, and 6000 soldiers 
levied for it, a greater number being raised, to the end that 
those who were chosen might be able men.* 

Drake, meantime, was on his way to the Canaries, and 
made first for the Isle of Palma, " with intention," sap 
Gates, "to have taken our pleasure of that place, for the 
full digesting of many things into order, and the better 
furnishing our store nith such several good things, as it 
affordeth very abundantly ". But he complains " we were 
forced by the vile sea-gate, which at that present fell out, 
and by the naughtiness of the landing-place, being but one, 
and that under the favour of many platforms, well IHiniished 
with great ordnance, to depart with the receipt of many of 
their cannon shot ; but the only or chief mischief was the 
dangerous sea surge, which at shore all along plainly threatened 
the overthrow of any boats as should have attempted land- 
ing". They then tried the Island of Hicrro, and landed 
about 1000 men: the inhabitants came to them; and, by 
means of a young Englishman who resided there, represented 
" their state to be so poor, that they were all ready to starve ", 

•II:.Uuyt. S30, 34. 
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H This poverty was their defence ; and the expedition, thus a 
second time disHppointed, proceeded fov the Cape tie Verds." 
Arrived at the principal of those islands, they anchored 
between the towns of Plaja and Rtintiago. Carleill was 
landed there with 1000 men, maj-ehcrl toward the latter 
place, being the capital, diiriug the night, halted at some 
two mdes' distance tilt break of day, and then advancing 
" hard to the walls" saw no enemy to resist him, the inhabit- 
ants having, at sight of the fleet, fled into the interior. Two 
companies of thirty men each were then sent to enter the 
town, the whole of which, being in a valley, was completely 
seen from the high ground on which the troops had arrived ; 
the great ensign was also sent, "which had nothing on it but 
the plain English cross, to be placed toward the sea, that our 
fleet might see St. George's cross flourish on the enemy's 
fortress. Order was given that all the ordnance throughout 
the town, and upon all the platforms, which were about 
fifty pieces, all ready charged, should be shot off in honour 
of the queen's majesty's coronation day, being the 17th 
November, after the yearly custom of England, which was 
so answered again by all the ships in the fleet, being now 
come near, as it was strange to hear such a thundering noise 
last so long together." The town was in form like a triangle, 
having cliffs, " as it were, hanging over it," on the east and 
west ; both heights were fortified, though no attempt had 
been made to defend the works. On the south was the sea ; 
and at the north end the valley, in which the town is built, 
becomes so narrow, that it was estimated not to be above ten 
or twelve score over. A stream came down the valley, and 
formed a pond near the sea-side, at which the ships were 
watered with great ease. Above the town the valley ex- 
panded, and was wholly converted into gardens and orchards. 
Carleill remained on the heights till the deserted town was 
qnortered out for the lodging of the whole army ; that done, 

• Hakluyt, 536. 
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light, finding no treasure 
1 provisions, and "truh 
for the Indian trade ". None of the inhabitants came Dear 
them, till one day a Portuguese approached with a flag of 
truce ; and being received by Captains Sampson and Goring, 
first asked what countrymen they were, and then put the 
pithy question, whether there was war between England and 
Spain ? Their answer was, that they knew not ; but that if 
he would go to the general be could best resolve him of that 
particular. This he refused, as having no such commission 
from the governor. They then told him that if the governor 
desired to take a course for the good of the place and the 
people, " his best way was to present himself unto our noble 
and merciful general. Sir Francis Drake, whereby he might 
be assured to find favour both for himself and the inhabitants ; 
otherwise, within three days, we should march over the land, 
and consume with fire ail inhabited places, and put to the 
iword all such living souls as we should chance upon ". Some 
cause of complaint the English had against the people of this 
island, for having broken their promise to " old Master Wdliain 
Hawkins of Plymouth," a few years before, and murdered 
many of his men ; and to this they imputed the fear which 
prevented the authorities from opening any negotiation, and 
the inhabitants from holding any communication with them. 
A week after their arrival, Drake marched with (iOO men to 
a village called St. Domingo, twelve miles inland, where he 
had heard that the governor, the bishop, and all the chief 
inliabitants, had retired ; it was deserted before they arrived ; 
but when, after waiting awhile, not only to rest themselves, 
but to see whether any would come to confer with them, 
they marched back, the islanders sliOHed themselves with 
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•ome force both of horse and foot, yet not in such strength 
■5 to venture or thide an attack ; " so in passing some time 
■t gaze with them, it waxed late before the men reached 
Santiago ". The invaders had expected that either the 
governor or the bishop, whose authority they believed to be 
great, or the people either of town or country, would entreat 
them to leave some part of their needful provision, "oral 
least to spare the city at their departure " ; that is, they 
expected that a ransom would be offered, and they took 
"great discontentment and scorn " at a conduct which disap- 
pointed their hopes. TJie wisest course that the islanders 
could take with such enemies was thus to disappoint them, 
it being better to suffer any immediate havoc tliat might be 
made than, by purchasing a respite, to attempt a repetition 
of such visits. But they provoked the invaders by murtlering 
ft boy, whom they caught straggling, and by mutilating his 
body " in a most brutish and beastly manner". In revenge 
for this the invaders burnt every house in the town, and 
every house which they saw in their incursions, except the 
hospital; that they left uninjured; and thei'e nnd in other 
places affised a paper, declaring the reason why tliey had 
exercised this vengeance. Having thus inflicted upon the 
Uanders all the evil they could, they re-embarked leisurely, 
but cautiously, and set sail, not having suffered the slightest 
loss.* 

Unpunished, however, they did not depart ; for though, 
till then, not a man had been lost by sickness, there now 
began among them such mortality, that in the course of a few 
days between 200 and 300 died. " The sickness," says 
Cfttes, " showed not his infection till we were departed 
thence, and then seized our people with extreme hot burning 
and continual agues, whereof very few escaped with life, and 
those for the most part not without great alteration and 
decay of their wits and strength for a long time after." Upon 
• Hakiuyt, 537, 538. 
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(ome of the dead marks appeared which were taken I 
plague spots. The first laiid which they made ufler a p 
of eigliteen days was Dominica : not thinking it safe to ouke 
any tarriauce there, because of the character of the Caribt, 
tliough they exchanged beads and such trifles which they 
had brought irora Santiago for "great store of tobacco wid 
cassavi bread," tliey proceeded to St. Christopher, which at 
that time was uninliabited, and there spent some days oi 
Christmas, to refresh the sick, and to cleanse and air the 
fillips, There a counsel was lield ; and it was determined 
that they should make for the great Island of Hispaniolo, 
" as well for that they knew themselves then to be in their 
best strength, as also the rather allured thereunto by the 
glorious &me of the city of St. Domingo, being the ancientest 
and chief inliabited place in all the tract of country there- 
abouts". 

The city of St. Domingo is the oldest, and was once the 
most consiJerable Spanish city in the New World. Bartolome 
Columbus founded it so early as the year 1496, and called it 
Nueva Isabella, removing to it the inlmbttants of the earlier 
settlement named after the Queen of Castille. He placed it 
on the eastern side of the river Ozama, where a copious fountain 
supplied it with good water, thnt of the river being salt or 
brackish for some leagues up. Tlie first inhabitations were 
hastily constructed witii wood and reetls, and were nearly de- 
stroyed in 1502 by a hurricane. Shortly afterwards Ovando 
removed it to the opposite side of the Ozama. In the first 
years of the conquest a city was moved almost as easily as 
a camp ; and such removals were sometimes made with no 
worthier motive than the desire of a new governor to gain 
reputation at the expense of his predecessors. By this motive 
Ovando is thought to have been influenced* when he abac- 

* Oviedo, lib. iii., c. lo, f. 31. Yet, in an cailiec part of his moM vilu. 
able work (lib, ii., c i], f tg). Oviedo says thit the foundations were not 
originally laid on the present site, liccause Baitolome Coluinbiu wii 
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doned a well-choseu and commodious site far one which was 
exposed to morning fogs, and where fresh water was wanting. 
That want he meant to supply by bringing an aqueduct from 
tlie river Haina ; and the foundations of the city were laid 
by him in a manner and upon a scale worthy of the Spaniards 
in their best days. In the nent generation it was said, that, 
space for space, no city in the mother country was better built, 
Barcelona alone excepted ; that the emperor Charles V. was 
often lodged in Spain in worse houses thnn were to be found 
in this capital ; that the palace of the viceroy, Diego 
Columbus, far exceeded that of any subject in Spain ; and 
that the streets having been built, according to a regular plan, 
upon convenient ground, and l.iid out by cord and compass, 
excelled those of any other place that its earliest historian 
Oviedo had ever seen.* The first cross which Columbus — 
in evil hour for the Indians — planted on the island was pre- 
served in the cathedral, enclosed in a silver case, richly inlaid, 
and secured in a tabernacle with three locks, the keys of 
which were kept by three of the dignitaries of the church. 
To that cathedral, also, the remains of &>lumbus, pursuant 
to his will, were translated from Seville, and there they 
rested on the right of the high altar till, upon the scandalous 
cession to France of the Spanish part of Hispaniola. the bmien 
cofBn wherein they were deposited was removed to the Ha- 
vaoitsh by the direction of his representative the Duque de 
Veragua, who, on that occasion, manifested a feeling in which 
the miserable Charles IV. and his profligate ministers were 
wanting.^ 

unwilling to dislutb the cacica Catalina and the Indians whoweie settled 
on that side of the tiver. " The city was called St. Domingo," he say*, 
" not only because the adelantado came to found it on a Sunday {Dmnin- 
go), which Sunday ilao was St. Domingo's day, but, tnoceover, because 
hii &thet'i name wiu Domenico y en su numeria il fid llamar Sancto 
Dovtingo a tsti tiiidad," 

' Hiiloria, Natural it Gtnnal, f. 31. Sommaria (in Ramasio, iii., ^G). 

t Walton's S/o>ii'jS Colaniii, i., 144. 
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Proceeding with the determination of attacking this citj-, 
and not knowing how greatly it was fallen from its high 
estate, Drake came up with a small frigate, on the wmy, 
bound for the same port ; and hnving " duly examined the 
crew, IcHmt from them thjit it was a barred harbour, com- 
manded by a strong castle ; but that, about two miles to the 
westward of it, there was a convenient landing-place," to 
which one of the men offered to pilot him. The tttx^, 
accordingly, embarked in ptnuaces and boats, — Drake going 
in his namesake, the barque Francis, as admiral ; thus they 
lay all night at sea, bearing small sail ; and on the morrow, 
being New Year's Day, safely* disembarked about daybreak. 
Hnving seen them landed, Drake returned to the fleet, 
" bequeathing them to God and the good conduct of Master 
Carleill ". About noon they approached the city, from 
whence some 150 brave horse began to present themselves. 
But the invaders played upon tliem with small shot, and 
supported that fire " with good proportion of pikes in all 
parts" ; and the Spaniards, having viewed the very superior 
force which threatened them all round, found it necessary to 
let them proceed toward the two sea-ward gates : both gatet 
were manned, and ortlnance planted there, and some troops 
of small shot in ambuscade by the wayside. Carleill divided 
his force, consisting of some 1900 men, into two bodies, giving 
Captain Powell the command of one ; they were to enter 
both gates at the same time ; and he swore to Powell, " that, 
with God's good favour, he would not rest till they met in 
the market-place ".+ 

The artillery was discharged with some effect, though not 
much: the first man that fell was very near Carleill, who 
"began forthwith to advance both his voice of encourage- 



* " Al ihal time," says Gates. '■ r 
place where the sea turge does ii 
boat" (p. 539). 

t Hakluyl, 539. 
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nent and pace of marching," liastening oil he could to 
prevent the Spaniards from reloading their guns ; and, 
notwithstanding the ambuscade, his men " marched, or rather 
ran, so roundly into them, that pell-mell the}* entered the 
gates, and gave them more care every man to save himself 
by flight than reason to stand any longer to their broken 
defence ", Forthwith the victorious adventurers made their 
way to the Plaza Mayor, or market-place ; "a place of very 
fwr, spacious, square ground ;" there Powell, with the other 
detachment, met them. They strengthened it and its avenues 
with barricadoes, and secured themselves there as the most 
convenient position, thinking the city " far too spacious for 
so small and weary a troop to undertake to guard. The 
cftstie was abandoned that night ; some of the garrison beinq 
made prisoners, and others fleeing, by the help of boats, to 
the other side of the haven, and so into the country. Next 
day, the English quartered a little more at large, but not 
into the half part of the town ; and so, making substantial 
trenches, and planting all the oitlnance that each part was 
correspondent to other," they held the town a month. * 

It was a great marvel and no less disappointment both to 
the adventurers and the sleeping partnere of the concern, 
that such a famous and goodly built city, so well inhabited 
of gallant people, should aiTord no greater riches than was 
found there ; for at that time it was not understood, in 
England, that, as the conquests on the main became of more 
Importance, Hisptuiiola had declined ; and that its native 
population had been consumed, and, consequently, that its 
mines bad ceased to be productive. The colonists had opened 
a surer source of prosperity In the cultivation of their fer- 
tile soil ; but gold and silver money had disappeared (as 
at this time in Brazil), the only cuirency which was found 
was in copper, and that in great quantity. " We found 

* Halduyt, 540. 
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here," says Gates, " great store of strong wine, sweet oil, 
vinegar, oUvea, and other such like provisions, excellent 
wheat meal, packed up in wine pipes aiid other casks, and 
other commodities, as woollen and linen cloth, and some 
silks; all which were brought out of Spain, and served us 
fcr great relief. (Good store of brave apparel our soldiers 
also found for their relief) There was but little plate, or 
vessel of silver, in comparison of the great pride in other 
things of this town ; because, in these hot countries, they 
use much of those earthen dishes, finely painted or varnished, 
which they call porcellana, which is had out of the East 
India; and for their drinking they use glasses altogether, 
whereof they make escellent, good and fair, in the same 
place. But yet some plate we found, and many other good 
things, as their household garniture, very gallant and rich, 
which had cost them dear, although unto us they were of 
small importance." * 

The Spaniards here were more ready to treat f for the 
ransom of their city tlian the Portuguese had been in the 
Cape de Verds. There was, in the gallery of the governor's 
palace, " painted, in a very large scutcheon, the arms of the 
King of Spain ; and in the lower part of the scutcheon ■ 
terrestrial globe, whereon a horse was represented as in the 
net of leaping from it, with a scroll proceeding from hii 
mouth, and displaying these words, A'on aiffidt orbit, — The 
world sufKceth not ". The invaders, who locked upon tbii 
" as a very notable mark and token of the unsatiable am- 



* Hakluyt, 541. 

fFRiia y Sousa ascribes this lo [he puKillanimily of Christoval de 
Ovalle, president of the audience (heie. He had been advised of the 
danger (according 10 this historian) in time to have piovided lot defence; 
but disbelieving or disregarding the information, he was half dead wilb 
fear when he saw the English in Che island, and actually died when toM 
thw they were making search for him (Eutol-n PoTliigue^a, l. iii,, p. L,t 
2, S i?)- 
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B bitioQ of the Spanish king and nation," could not refrain 

M from pointing it out to the Spaniards who i^ame to negotiate 

with them, nor from sarcastically inquiring what was intended 

by such ft device ; at which they " would shake their heads, 

and tiu^ aside their countenance in some smiling sort, with- 

tout answering an3fthing, as greatly ashamed thereof. For by 
BOme of our company," says Gates, " it was told them, that 
If the Queen of England would resolutely prosecute the war 
tgainst the King of Spain, he should be forced to lay aside 
ttiat proud and unreasonable reaching vein of his, for he 
diould find more than enough to do to keep that which he 
had already, as by the present example of their lost town 
they might, for a beginning, perceive well enough." • 

This was in no commendable spirit of bravery ; and the 
enmity with which the Spaniards and English then regarded 
each other needed nothing to exasperate it. Drake had 
sent out a negro boy, with a white flag ; there could be no 
miBtake concerning it, for the same flag was used, in like 
maimer, by the Spaniards themselves ; but some of their 
officers fell in with the bearer and ran him through the body 
with a horseman's spear. The poor boy returned to the 
general, wounded as he was, told hia story, and died in his 
presence. Upon this Drake, " being gi'eatly passioned," 
c)rdered the provost marshal to take two friars, who were 
among his prisoners, under a guard, to the place where the 
boy hod been hurt, and there hang them both. Another 
Spaniard he set at liberty to declare to the authorities where- 
fore this execution was done ; and to tell them, farther, that 
until the party who had thus murdered his messenger were 
delivered into his hands for condign punishment, there 
should no day pass wherein there should not two prisoners 
be hanged, until all who were in his hands were consumed. 
This terrible message, and the dreadful proof which had been 
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given of Drake's determination to cany hia words into effect, 
made them send the offender, on the following daj', to be 
delivered into his hands ; " but it was thought a more honour- 
able revenge to make them there, in his eight, perform the 
exeeution themselves ; " and this was done.* 

The treaty concerning the ransom proceeded slowlj, and 
"upon disagreements," the invaders still spent the early 
mornings in firing the houses without their intrencbmcnt ; 
and they found it " no small travail to ruin them ; being very 
magnificently built of stone, with high lofts ". For many 
successive days, 200 sailors, from daybreak till nine o'clock, 
when the heat began, did nothing but labour to fire these 
houses ; the same number of troops being drawn out to pro- 
tect them during this work of devastation. "Yet," says 
Gates, " did we not, and could not, consume so much as one 
third part of the town ; and so in the end,— what wearied 
with firing, and what hastened by some other respects, — we 
were contented to accept of S5,000 ducats, of 5s. 6d. each, 
for the ransom of the rest." t 

The expedition then stood over to the main, and kept 
along the coast till they came in sight of Carthagena. That 
city, which was then the principal fortress in all that countiy, 
and contained about 450 famiUes, was built upon a sandy 
peninsula, formed by the sea on one side, and on the other 
by a great lake, which communicates with the harbour. The 
mouth of the harbour lay some three miles westward of the 
town, and the fleet entered, about three in the afternoon, 
without any resistance, or meeting with any impediment. In 
the evening, Carleill landed, toward the harbour mouth ; the 
plan being that the land forces should advance about » 
uight, "03 easily as foot might fall," along tlie sea-wash of 
the shore, while the fleet drew the attention of the Spaniard) 
by « fahe attack upon a Lttle fort at the entrance of the 



* Hikluyl, 540. 
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K tuner haven. When the troops were within two miles of the 
, town, some hundred horsemen fell in with them ; but the 
ground being bushy, even to the water-side, was unfavourable 
for these enemies, and upon the first volley they turned about, 
and hastened back to give the alarm. At the same time the 
English heard a firing in the harbour, where, if anything 
more than a feint was intended, nothing was done : the place 
was strong, and a chain drawn across the narrow entrance ; 
but little or no harm was received. The troops, meantime, 
advanced till they came to the neck of the peninsula, about 
half a mile from the town. The strait was about fifty paces 
over ; " fortified clean across with a atone wall, well and 
orderly built, with flanking in every part, and a ditch ". 
There was only so much space left as might serve for ordin- 
ary passage ; but this opening wa.s now fortified with a good 
ban-icado of barrels " filled with earth, full and thick, as they 
might stand on end one by another ; some part of them 
standing even in the main sea. This place of strength was 
fiimished with six great pieces, demi-culverins and rakers, 
which shot directly in front upon the assailants ; and without 
the wall, on the inner side of the strait, they had brought 
two great galleys, with their prows to the shore, and eleven 
pieces of ordnance, thus Hanking the approach, On board 
these the English estimated that there were from 300 to 400 
liarquebussiers, and, to defend the barricado, SOO shot and 



The Spaniards, being thus ready to receive their sturdy 
visitors, spared not their shot ; but they expended most of it 
in vain ; for they were too eager to wait till they could see 
the enemy ; and while they fired in the darkness, Carleill 
advanced along the lowest ground, close to the water's edge, 
where the tide, too, had somewhat fallen. He had ordered 
his men not to tire till they should come to the wall-side ; so, 
" with pikes roundly together," they approached, and finding 
* Hakluyt, J41. 
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the barricndo of barrels, strongly as it was manned, the best 
place where to make their assault, they assailed it. "Down 
went the butts of earth, and pell-mell came our swords and 
pikes together, after our shot had given their first volley, eren 
at the enemy's nose." The English pikes were somewhat 
longer than theirs, and the English were also better armed, for 
very few of the Spaniards wore any defensive armour: this 
want, and the disadvantage of their pikes, was felt when it 
came thus to the push. Their standard-bearer, fighting man- 
fully to the last, fell by Carleill's hands : they gave way ; and 
the assailants, giving them no time to breathe, followed them 
into the town. At every street's end they had raised bar- 
ricadoes of earth-work, with trenches in front, which were 
better made than defended ; the little resistance which they 
attempted there being soon overcome, with trifling loss. 
They had stationed many Indian archers " in comers of ad- 
vantage, with their arrows most villainously empoisoned ; so 
that if they did but break the skin, the party so touched, 
unless it were by great marvel, died ". Some were likewise 
"mischieved to death by small sticks, sharply pointed, of ■ 
foot and a half long, fiiied in the ground, with the points 
poisoned, right in the way from the place where they landed 
toward the town ; but by keeping the shore, the invaders 
escaped the greater part of these ". The chief commander 
of the Spaniards was wounded and taken by Captain Goring; 
and when the English had established themselves in the 
market-place no farther opposition was attempted, the 
Spaniards retiring into the interior, whither they had previ- 
ously removed their families and their treasure. They had 
been warned of their danger twenty days before, and had 
employed the time diligently in preparing both for defence 
and for the consequences of defeat. * 

Having taken the city, the adventurers pursued the same 
course as at St. Domingo ; and though, " upon discontent- 
• Hakluyt. 541, 545. 



HAWKINS AND DRAKE 



I- 

■ -1 



^!□ts, and for w&nt of agreeing in the first negotiations for 
ransom, they touched the town in its outparts, and con- 
samed much with fire, " yet some of the humanities of war 
were observed here. " There passed divers courtesies," say> 
Gates, " between us and the Spaniards, as feasting and using 
I them with all kindness and favour " ; so that the governor 
i«nd the bishop, and divers other gentlemen of the better sort, 
i Came to visit the general. One day the sentinel on the 
church tower descried two smalt bai'ques standing in for the 
harbour ; upon which Captains Moon and Vamey embarked, 
with a party of sailors, in two pinnaces, thinking to take 
them before they came so near the shore as to be apprised, 
by signals, that the town was in possession of an enemy. 
The alarm, however, was given in time ; the barques ran 
ashore ; the men hid themselves among the bushes, where 
they were presently joined by those who had made signals to 
thein, and from thence fired upon the English, who, without 
any regard of danger, had boarded the vessels, and were 
" standing all open in them ". Vamey was killed by this 
discharge, and some five or sii others mortally wounded. 
Captain Moon among them, who was the same person that 
struck the first blow at a Spaniard in the South Sea.* 

This was the only loss which the English sustained from 
the enemy while they occupied Carthageua ; but the disease 

I which they had brought with them from the Cape de Verds 
■till continued ; and, though its ravages were not so great as 
ftt the first, it reduced their numbers, and, in a still greater 
degree, their strength ; few or none of those who escaped 
with life remaining fit for service, t In consequence of this 

• Hakluyt, 544- 

t " Vea, many of them were much decayed in ihcii memory ; insORiuch 

that it was common, when one was heaid to speak foolishly, to say he had 

been sick of Ihe calenture. The originit cause thereof is imputed to tbo 

^L wening, or first night air, which they tenn la trriaa; wherein they say, 

^B bid bold very firm opinion, that whoso is Ihcn abroad in the open aii shall 
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mortality, Drake consulted his land captains what coiine thej 
thought most expedient now to be undertaken. ITie first 
question proposed to them was touching the keeping of the 
town against the present force of the enemy, or that which 
might come out from Spain. Upon this their opinion was, 
that, though they had iiot above 700 men who could answer 
present service, the residue (some 150) being altogether un- 
able to stand them in any stead ; yet, being victualled and 
munitioned, they might well keep the town. But it waa for 
the sea captains, they said, to give their resolution how they 
would undertake the safety and service of the ships upon the 
arrival of any Spanish fleet. 

The second point was, " whether it were meet to go 
presently homeward, or make farther trial of their fortune 
thereby to seek atler that bountiful mass of treasure, (or 
recompense of their travails, which was generally expected 
at their coming forth from England ". To tliis they replied, 
" that it was well known how they, both officers and soldieis, 
had entered into this action as voluntary men, without any 
imprest or gage from her majesty, or anybody else ; and 
that, hitherto, they had discharged the parts of honest men ; 
for, by the great blessing and favour of their good God, they 
had taken three notable towns, wherein all men thought 
Yeiy great treasures would have been found : for Santiago 
was tlie chief city of all the islands and tiaflic thereabouts; 
St. Domingo was the chief city of Hispaniola, and the head 
government not only of that island, but of Cuba, and all the 
islands about it, and all such inhabitations of the firm land 
as were next unto it, — a place, too, magnificently built, and 
which entertained great trade of merchandise : lastly, this 
city of Carthagena, which could not be denied to be one of 
the chief places of most especial importance to the Spaniards 

certainly b« infected to the death, not being of the Indian ot natntal lac* 
oT that country. Our men ivere IhuH subjected to the inlectiooi air" 
(Hakluyl. M3)- 
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if al) on this side the West India. All these cities, with the 
s and prisoners taken in them, and the ransoms of them 
■n put together, were found far short to satisfy the expecta- 
tions which, by the generality of the enterprisers, were firet 
conceived. They considered the slendemess of the strength 
to which they were reduced ; as well in respect of the small 
number of able bodies, as not a little in regard of the slack 
disposition of the greater part of those which remained, very 
many of the better minds and men being either consumed by 
death or weakened by sickness and hurts. And, lastly, see- 
ing that no enterprise was lajd down convenient to be under- 
taken with their reduced strength, and withal of such 
certain likelihood as might, with God's good success, which 
it might please Him to bestow, promise to yield them any 
sufficient contentment, they concluded that it was better to 
hold sure the honour already gotten, and return with it to 
their gracious sovereign and country, from whence," said 
they, " if it shall please her majesty to set us forth again, 
with lier orderly means and entertainment, we are moat ready 
and willing to go through anything that the uttermost of our 
strength and endeavour sliall be able to reach unto : but, 
therewithal, we do advise and protest, that it is far from 
our thoughts either to refuse, or so much as seem to be 
weary of anything which for the present shall be farther 
required or directed to be done by us from our general." * 

Being thus convinced that, in all prudeTice, they must give 
over the ititended enterprise against Nombre de Dios, and 
t overland to Panama, where they " should have stricken 
: stroke for the treasure and full recompense of their 
Ttedious travsils," they took into consideration the third and 
last point, which was touching the ransom of the city. Their 
demand had been 100,000/. : an offer had been made of 
87,000/. or 28,000/., and they thought it better to accept this 

I than to break off by standing upon the first demand, " which," 
• Hakluyt, 543, 544. 



over 

»W o 
Udi. 



J 



304 



ENGLISH SEAMEN 



said they, " seems a matter impossible for the present to be 
performed hy them; and, to say tnith, we may dow, with 
much honour and reputation, better be satisfied with that 
sum offered by them at first (if they will now be contented 
to give it) than we might nt that time with a great deal 
more, inasmuch as we have token our full pleasure, both in 
the uttermost sacking and spoiling of all their household 
goods and merchandise, as also, in that we have consumed 
and ruined a great part of their town with fire ". Farther, 
they considered that there were in that voyage a. great many 
poor men who had ventured their lives, and divers of them 
apent their apparel and such other little provision as their 
small means enabled tlicm to prepare ; " which being done 
upon such good and allowable intention as this action earned 
with it Bgninst the Spaniard, our greatest and most dangerous 
enemy, so (said they) we cannot but have an inward regan! 
to help toward the satisfaction of this their expectation, and 
by procuring them some little benefit to encoura);;e them, and 
to nourish their ready and willing disposition both in them 
and in others by their example, against any other time of like 
occasion. But because it may be supposed that herein we 
forget not the private benefit of ourselves, and are thereby 
the rather mo\'ed to incline ourselves to this composition, 
we declare hereby, that what part or portion soever it be of 
this ransom for Carthagena, which should come unto ua, we 
do freely give and bestow the same wholly upon the poor 
men who have remained with us in the voyage, meaning u 
well the sailor as the soldier, and wishing with all our hearti 
it were such, or so much, as might seem a sufficient rewaid 
for their painful endeavour." * 

This paper was signed by Carleill as lieutenant-genera], 
and by all the land captains ; and conformably to their 
opinion, a ransom of 110,000 ducats was accepted. Cartha- 
gena, though not half the size of St. Domingo, yielded aa 

• Hakluyt. 544. 



HAWKINS AND DRAKE 



^.^uch larger a sum, because its harbour and its position 
k fendered it a most important place, and it was inhabited by 
rich merchants ; whereas St. Domingo was chiefly inhabited 
by lawyers and " brave gentlemen," being the seat of that 
court before which all appeals were brought from the islands 
and from the neighbouring main. The officers had dealt 
generously towards their own people in the affair of this 
ransom ; but in their subsequent conduct toward the Span- 
iards they cannot be held free from reproach ; for after they 
had received the money, and evacuated the town, they 
stationed some of their soldiers in the convent of St. Fran- 
cisco, which was a little way off on the harbour side, and told 
the Spaniards that neither that building nor a block-house at 
the mouth of the inner harbour was included in the com- 
position : thus they extorted firoin the convent another thousand 
crowns, and demanded as much more for the block-house; 
the townsmen declared that they were not able to pay them, 
" having stretched themselves to the utmost of their power ; 
and Drake, therefore, undermined the fort, and blew it 
up".* 

They sailed from Carthagena on the last of March, and 
after two or three days put back ; a great ship which they 
had taken at St. Domingo, and laden with ordnance, hides, 
nnd other spoil, having sprung so great a leak, that she was 
hardly kept from foundering. Several days were spent in 
distributing the cargo of this vessel among the other ships : 
then they departed once more ; and on the 27th of April 
reached Cape St. Antonio, the westernmost part of Cuba. 
Failing to find fresh water there, they made for Matanzas, 
which is to the east of the Havannah. But in the course of 
a fortnight, through lack of favourable weather, they were 
brought again to Cape St Antonio. By this time their want 
of water was such, that they made more careful search, and 
found in sufficient quantity what they supposed to be rain water 
* HaUuyt, m. 
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newly fallen and collected in pits made in marehy groiuid, some 
SOO paces from the shore. " Here," says Cates, " 1 do wrong 
if I should forget the good example of the general, who, to 
encourage others, and to hasten the getting water aboard, 
took no less pains himself than the meanest. Throughout 
the expedition, indeed, he had everywhere shown so vigilant 
a care and foresight in the good ordering of his fleet, ac- 
companied with such wonderful travail of body, that, doubt- 
less, had he been the meanest person, as he was the chiefest, 
he had deserved the first place of honour. .\nd no less 
happy do we account him for being associated with Master 
Carleill his lieutenant-general, by whose experience, prudent 
counsel, and gallant performance, be achieved so many and 
happy enterprises, and by whom also he was very greatlj 
assisted ui setting down the ncedfiil orders, laws, and coune 
of justice, and the due administration of the same upon all 
occasions." No difference of any kind, indeed, seems to have 
occurred between Drake and any of his officers during this 
expedition. From thence they made for the coast of Florida, 
not touching anjTvhere, but keeping the shore in sight, till 
on 28th of May they descried a scaffold raised upon four high 
masts, for a lookout to the seaward. Upon this Drake 
manned the pinnaces and landed, " to see what place the 
enemy held there, no one in the armament having any know- 
ledge of it". * 

Having marched about a mile up the river St. Augustine, 
they saw the Fort of San Juan de Pinos on the opposite side, 
newly erected by the Spaniards, and not yet completed. 
Carleill would fain have crossed with four companies, and in- 
trenched himself so near the fort as to play ujion it with his 
muskets, till a battery could be planted ; but, because the 
sailors were not at hand to make trenches at this time, the 
intention was abandoned. Not to be inactive, however, he 
crossed during the night with a few chosen men in a small 
* Hakluyt, 546. 
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sk[fr, to espy what guard the enemy kept, and to explore the 
ground. Though lie did this as covertly as might be, the 
Spaniards took the alarm ; and supposing that the whole 
tbri^e was approaching to the assault fired off some of their 
pieces, and then with all speed abandoned the work, and 
made the best of their way to the city (so called) of St 
Augustine, where there was a gajrison of l.iO men. Carleill 
returned, knowing nothing of their flight. He was presently 
followed by a French fifer, who, having been prisoner in the 
fort, gladly seized the opportunity to escape, and came over 
the river in a small boat, playing " the tune of the Prince of 
Orange's song ". When the guard called out to him, he told 
them who he was and what had happened, and offered either 
to remain in the hands of the English, or return to the fort 
with those who chose to believe him and go thither. There 
was no reason to doubt his tale : both Drake and Carleill 
crossed forthwith with as many boats as were at hand, leaving 
orders for the rest to follow. A few Spaniards, " bolder than 
the rest," had remained atler their companions, and fired two 
guns at them ; but on shore the English went, and entered 
the place without finding any man there. When the day 
appeared, they saw that it was built entirely of timber, " the 
walls being none other than whole masts or bodies of trees 
aet upright, and close together in manner of a pale ". "The 
ditch had not yet been made, nor was the work in other 
Kspecta finished ; so as to say the truth, the Spaniards had 
no reason to keep it, being subject both to fire and easy assault. 
There were fourteen great pieces of brass ordnance planted 
on a platform, which was constructed of large pine trees, laid 
across, one on another, and some little earth between. The 
garrison, who were 150 in number, had retired in such haste, 
that they left behind them the treasure chest containing 
■bout 2000/." * 

* Hakluyt. Gabriel de Caidenas, Ensaio Chronologico a la Hltlorin 
Jd Florida, i&i, 161. 
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Drake, no doubt, felt some satisfaction when he leamt 
from the Frenchman that the Governor of Rorida, «t this 
time, was D. Pedro Menendez, Marquez de Aviles, nephew 
of that Menendez ivhom he erroneously supposed to have 
been the general of the fleet by which Hawkins had been so 
treiiche roil sly attacked at St. Juan de UUon, and from which 
he had at that time himself so narrowly escaped. An oppor- 
tunity for taking vengeance upon one nearly related to the 
imagined offender seemed now to be afforded him ; and he 
would, without delay, have marched to attack the adelantido 
in his capital, the city of St. Augustine, if Uie march bad 
been practicable ; but, by reason of rivers and broken ground 
between the two places, it was necessary again to embark in 
the pinnaces and ascend the great river. When thev landed, 
as it appears not far from the city, some of the Spaniards 
showed themselves, fired a few shot, and presently withdrew. 
They were pursued, and the sergeant-major, Anthony Powell, 
leaping upon one of their horses which they had left, ad- 
vanced rashly beyond hi ■ company in pursuit, over proand 
which was overgrown with a species of high grass : seeing 
this, a Spaniard laid wait for him, and shot him thrwugh the 
head ; and before any could come to his rescue his body had 
been pierced with many wounds, as ifin insult and hatred. Ht 
was much lamented, " being in very deed a» honest, wise 
gentleman, and a soldier of good eipericnce, and of as great 
courage as any man might be ". This was the only lo&s th«t 
the English experienced in their descent. The adelantado 
had prudently withdrawn in time to collect the whole of hit 
forces at St. Matheo, and the city was left without a slnglt 
inhabitant. It is described as being then a prosperous settle- 
ment, with its council-house, church, and other edifices «iid 
gardens all round about, all which were burnt and laid 
by the invaders in vengeance. * 



• Hakluyt, 547. Cardenas, 162. 
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About twelve leagues to the north, the Spaniards had 
another settlement eiilled St. Helena, with a garrison of equal 
force, maintained " for no other purpose than to keep all 
other nations from inliabiting any part of all that coast," — a 
purpose deemed as important by them as it was judged to be 
arrogant and unreasonable by the English. It was resolved, 

a full assembly of captains," to attack this place also, and 
from thence proceed in search of Raleigh's recently planted 
colony in Virginia. But when they came opposite St. Helena, 
the shoals were found too dangerous for them to attempt an 
entrance without a pilot, and under unfavourable ( 
stances of wind and weather. Abandoning, therefore, this 
design, they kept coasting on till, on i)th of June, " upon 
sight of one special great fire," Drake sent his skiff to shore, 
and found, as he had hoped, some of lits countrymen there, 
by whose direction he reached the place which they made 
their port, and wrote from thence to their governor, Master 
Ralph Lane, who was then in his fort at Roanoak. On the 
morrow. Lane came with some of his company ; and Drake, 
understanding the stale of their affairs, liberally proposed, 
with the consent of his captains, to leave them a ship, u 
pinnace, boats, men, and a month's provision, for prosecuting 
their discovery of the country and coasts, and as much more 
provision as might suffice for their voyage home, if, at the 
month's end, they thought good to return ; or, if they were 
satisfied thiit they had already sufficiently explored the land, 
he offered them all a passage, being 103 persons. They 
thankfully accepted the first of these proposals, and a ship 
was delivered to them ; but, before the provisions could be 
put on board, a storm came, to the great danger of the whole 
fleet, while some of the ships being of too great draught to 
enter the harbour, were at anchor in a wild road, about two 
miles from shore. Many cables parted, many anchors were 
lost ; and some vessels, which hitd lost all, were driven out 
to sen, and never again joined company till they met in 
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England : that which should have been left with the colonjr 
was one. Drake, uotwlthsLnndlng the loss which had been 
thus sustained, offered them another ship, but one which, 
being considerably larger, was not so well suited to their 
purposes. For this reason, and because no small part of his 
stores, and some of the persons on whose services most re- 
liance had been placed, were in the ship of which be bad 
been thus deprived. Lane, and those with whom he advised, 
thought the only course that remained for them was to accept 
the proffered passage, as a providential deliverance, " by the 
very hand of God, as it seemed, stretched out to take them 
thence ". They were taken on board ; and, after a passage 
of thirty days, the fleet in good safety arrived at Portsmouth.* 
The booty obtained in lliis expedition was valued at 60,000/., 
" whereof the companies which travelled in the voyage were 
to have 30,000/., the adventurers the other forty ; aud of the 
30,000/. it was computed that some six pounds would come 
to a single share " : 240 pieces of artillery, the far greater 
number brass, were part of the spoil. The loss of men in the 
voyage amounted to about 7;>0, — three parts of them by sick- 
ness. It is said that tobacco was first t brought into England 
by the men who returned from Virginia with Drake at this 
time. The expedition was more creditable to the resolution 
with which it was conducted than to the councils wherein it 
was concerted. Little hurt was done to the King of Spain, 
who was rather awakened than weakened by it, but great 
and cruel injury was inflicted upon individuab : they were 
thereby mode to hate the English, not as heretics only, but 

• Hakluyt, a6<. 348. 

t Camden, 314. " Certainly," he says. *' from that time forward it be- 
gan to g)ow into gcMt Tcqucal, and to be sold at a high laie 1 whiUi, in 
a shorl time, many men eveiywhete, some for wantonnEss, BOme foi 
health's sake, with insatiable desire and greediness, sucked in the ilink- 
ing smoke thereof through an catihen pipe, which presently they blew 
out again at Iheii nostrils 1 insomuch as tobacco shops arc now u ordin- 
ary in moM towns as tap-hou)«s and tavernx," 
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In ft people vho were the vikingnr of the age ; and the 
Sp&nish government received a lesson whicli taught it the 
necessity of forti^'ing its distant ports, and increasing its 
maritinie strength. * Drake, however, suSered no loss of 

'MonEon says; "The fleet wb» the greatest of any nation, except the 
Spaniards, that had evec been seen in those seas since the first discovery 
of them ; and if the action hid been as well considered of before their 
going from home, Bs it was happily performed by the valour of the under- 
takers, it had more annoyed the King of Spain than all other actions that 
ensued during the war " (p. 155). In his opinion, the queen had then " a 
notableopportunity to annoy and weaken the Spaniards by keeping the three 
towns which had been taken : she was rich in those days, and het aub- 
jecta no less able than willing to contribute to what she proposed, Ihey 
were so much devoted to her in their hearts " ; she might have bound the 
States of Holland 10 any conditions she pleased against the Spaniards 
at that time ; whereas, Ijom that tiine till her death, " notwithstanding 
we were drawn into the war by them, yet they traded peaceably into the 
King of Spain's domininns, and never offered to annoy the Spaniards by 
any act ol hostility at sea, but supplied them with ships and intelligence 
agunst us ". He thought, also, that, in point both of reputation and 
profit, the places aught to have been maintained, as a motive and mean 
f(K proEcculing the victories thus begun (p. 140). 

Monson was mistaken, both in his opinion and on the grounds upon 
which he founded it. At no time during het reign was Elizabeth rich- 
How greatly the measures of her otherwise vigorous government were 
crippled by necessary parsimony was, perhaps, not so well known to him 
as it now is ; but he might have seen that if Drake had attempted to 
keep possession of those places, which are among the most unwholesome 
foi Europeans of any in the world, the consequences would have been a* 
fatal as they were at Puerto Rico. 1 have elsewhere explained the 
conduct of the Dutch, But Monson felt and thought rightly when he 
t^d : " Whosoever makes an enletpiise on a town in America, with an 
intention not to keep it, will do no more than a malicious person that 
seeks the destruction of his neighbour in setting his house afire, without 
any other prospect in so doing but mischief and revenge. I confess we 
■ball damnify the inhabllanls of the town so sacked and spoiled, as the 
owner of a house burnt will be damnified ; but it is no more loss or 
prejudice to the King of Spain, or to the bordering countries, than to the 
neighbour of the man that shall have bis hoLii^e burnt ; for every one 
beats his own particular loss " (p. a^i). 
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reputntinn ill this voyage : he had bravely aod ably executed 
the service on which he was sent, overcoming the enemy 
everywhere, and yielding only to an evil against which the 
skill of man was of as little avail as his strength. When, 
therefore, Elizabeth, iu the year 158T, was assured that 
preparations were making upon a great scale in the Spanish 
ports, for the invasion of England, and thought it wiser to 
prevent the danger than wait for it, she appointed Drake to 
command the fleet which was equipped for that intent. It 
consisted of four ships of the navy royal, namely, the Bimit- 
venlura, in which he went as generaJ ; the Uon, Captain 
William Borough, who was comptroller of the navy ; the 
Dreadnought, Captain Thomas Venner ; and the Rainboiv, 
Captain Henry Bellingham ; to these two of tJie queen's 
pinnaces were "appointed as handmaids". Certain tall ship* 
of the city of London were added, and the whole armament 
amounted to some thirty sail. • 

Sailing from Plymouth early in April, they met on the 
Ifilh, in latitude 40°, two Middleburg ships coming from 
Cadiz, from «hom they learnt that great store of warlike 
provision had been collected in thttt and the adjacent ports, 
ready for transport to Lisbon. For Cadiz, therefore, Drake 
mode with all possible speed, and on the 19th entered 
the road. Sisty ships and many other small vessels were 
lying there, little expecting such an attack, and yet not un- 
prepared for defence, having the fortresses to protect them, 
and also some gaUcys. Six of these vessels assailed the in- 
vaders in front of the town, but were scran compelled to 
retire under the fortress. Two from St. Mary's, and two 
from Puerto Heal, came boldly to the fight and shot freely, 
" but altogether in vain," so that they hastened back with no 
little loss. A great Bagusan ship of 1000 tons, carrying 40 
guns, and very richly laden, was sunk early in the action. 
Before night Drake was master of the road, and there he 
• Ilakiuj't, li.. part ii., m. 
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oontinued till the morning of the 21st, with so little loss &s 
to be thought at the time "not worth mentioning" ; with 
little ease, " by reason of their continual shooting from the 
galleys, the fortresses, and the shore, where continually at 
convenient places they planted new ordnance " ; but also 
with no Lttle triumph, for never was ditring service more 
resolutely performed. Drake had two objects in view, which 
were not very compatible at this time : to sink, bum, and 
destroy for the public good ; and, on the other hand, to 
tecure as much as he could for the benefit of the merchant 
kdveuturers, who bore by much the larger part in this ad- 
venture. The labour which lay upon the sailors day and 
night during the sis and thirty hours after the action, in 
discharging the stores from their prizes, was so great, that it 

I pleasant sight to them when the Spaniards set fire to 
tiie ships which they could no longer defend ; though the 
greatest danger to which the conquerors were exposed was 
when the ships thus fired were drifted toward them in flames 
by the tide. 

About thirty vessels were burnt, sunk, or taken in this 
daring enterprise. Among them were four large Biscayaus, 
taking in stores for tlie armament at Lisbon, and anotlier of 
1000 tons, laden for the West Indies. Some twenty French 

, and some Spanish ones that could pass the shoals, 

escaped to Puerto Real, where about forty others were lying 

sight of the English. When Drake left the road, satisfied 

he well might be with the success of his attempt, ten 

galleys came out after him, " as it were in disdain, to make 

Kine pastime with their ordnance " : the wind just at this 

time scanted, so that the fleet cast about, stood in with the 

shore, and anchored within a league of the town ; but the 

galleys, alert as they had seemed to be, suffered them to 

ride quietly there ; and thus brought themselves into disrepute 

with the English sailors. * The loss which had been inflicted 

Tbe author of the relalion in Hablu^ says : " We now have bad 
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upon the Spaniards was great : the insult And humiliation 
were greater; and Philip pursued his plans of vengeance with 
exacerbated hatred. Drake, having despatched advice of liii 
triumphant proceeding to England, turned back along the 
coast, Olid captured and burnt nearly 100 vessels before he 
came to Cape St. Vincent's, dealing " favourably with the 
men, and setting them ashore " ; but he destroyed all the 
fishing boats and nets, "to their great hindrance," and in 
the hope of spoiling the tunny-fishery for that year. Near 
the Cape a landing was made ; and that he might ride there 
in harbour at his pleasure, he assaulted the Castle of Sagres, 
and took that fortress with three others, some by force, some 
by surrender. He then entered the mouth of the Tagus, 
anchored near Cascaes, sent to the Marquis of Santa Cnu, 
who, 83 general of the armada, was with bis galleys in the 
, prejiaring for the invasion of England, told him who 
he was, and said he was then ready to exchange bullets with 
him. The marquis, according to the English account, replied 
that he was not then ready for him, nor had any such com- 
mission from his king. But the insult here, and at Codix, is 
said to have " bred such a corrosion in his heart, that he 
never enjoyed good days after," and within few months died 
of chagrin, happy in thus being removed before the invincible 
armada went to its destination. * 

What Drake had done delayed the sailing of that annai- 
ment for the current year. The public service had been 

eiperience or galley fight ; wherein I can assure you, that only theie 
four of het majesiy'a ships will make no account of twenty galleys, if 
they be alone, and not busied to guard Others. There wcie never galleyt 
that had better place and filler opportunity for their advantage to figlll 
with ships 1 but they weie still foiced to retire ; we riding in a nurow 
gut (the place yielding no better), and driven to maintain ibe tuae, 
until wcbad discharged and fired the ships, which could not convcDieDlIy 
be done but upon the Hood, at wliich Lime ihcy might diive cieat oTin' 
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tbua efTectually performed ; but he knew that if nothing 
more were done, it would not give satisfaction to the mer- 
<^nt adventurers, who expected some immediate and 
tangible profit upon their disbursements. He shaped his 
eourse, therefore, toward the Azores, having obtained intelli- 
^nce that the San PhUipe, a Purtugueae carrack from India, 
bad wintered at Mozambique, and was expected to reach 
Lisbon in the passing month. His stores were becoming 
low, and his people importunate to return ; but he with fair 
q>eeches, of which no man was more a master, persuaded, 
and prevailed with them to cruise yet a few days longer off 
the islands. And on this ociiosion fortune made him large 
■toends for all former losses and disappointments, for he fell 
In with and easily captured the prize he looked for. This, 
says the writer of the voyage, was the first carrack that ever 
was taken coming from the East Indies, which the Portugals 
took for an evil sign, because the ship bore the king's own 
name. The whole company assured themselves now, that 
every man would have a sufficient reward for his travail, and 
thereupon they all resolved to return home, with the wiUing 
consent of their general. He dismissed the prisoners in 
certain vessels, with all the courtesies and humanities of war ; 
and sailing then for England, the wJiole fleet arrived safely 
with their prize at Plymouth,*' " to their own profit and 

'"And beie, by the way, it is to be noted, that the taking t>r this 
eanack wtought two extraordinary effects in England : tirst. that it 
taught others that cairacks were no such bugs but that they might be 
taken (as since, indeed, it hath fallen out in the taking of the Uadrt di 
Dial, and firing and sinking of others] ; and, secondly, in acquainting 
the English nation more generally with the parliculaiilics of the exceed- 
ing riches and wealth of the East Indies ; whereby themselves and theii 
twighbours of Holland ',have been encouraged, being men as skilfiil in 
navigation, and of no less courage than the PortugaU, to share with 
them in the East Indies, where their strength is nothing so great as 
beietofore hath been supposed " (Haktuyt, ili). 

L«diud says ; " The taking of thiB ship was of a greater advantage 
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(}ue commendation," says one of the happy company, "and 
to the great admiration of the whole kingdom ". • 

The service which in this voyage he had performed al 
Cadiz, and all along the coast to the Tagus, Drake called 
singeing the King of Spain's beard. This was said in the 
mirthful spirit of a sailor ; and with that spirit of local 
patriotism, from which so many great and good actions have 
arisen, he expended no trifling part of the riches which he 
had won in supplying Plymouth with fresh water : the in- 
habitants had till then been enforced to fetch it froin ■ 
mile's distance. The head of tlie spring from which it was 
now to be brought is between seven and eight miles distant 
in a direct line ; but by indentings and circlings it was to be 
conveyed twenty-four miles, t ttii'ough valleys, wastes, and 
bogs ; and what was most troublesome, through a mighty 
rock, thought to be impenetrable. He, nevertheless, " made 
the way he could not find, and overcoming the difficulty, 
finished the enterprise to the continual commodity of the 
place, and his own perpetual honour", "And fine would 
have been the diversion," says the good old vicar of Beny 
Pomeroy, " when the water was brought somewhat near the 
town, to have seen how the mayor and his brethren, in thwi 

to ihe English metchantB than the value of her caigo to Ihc captors ; Sot. 
by (he papers found on board, they 50 fully understood the rich vzIul- 
ofthe Indian merch in discs, and the manner of trading into the eastern 
world, that they aftecwaida set up a gainful trade and Irnffic. and es- 
tablislied a company of East India mcrchanls " (i., 2xg). 

* Hakluyt, T13. Monson, 156. Lediard, i., ilS. 

1 Prince says thirty. " Various mills were creeled on the tueam for 
the use of the town at Sir Francis's eipensc. He vested the properly 
in the mayor and commonality, and (heir successors for ever. The 
water is lirought (0 a reservoir above the town, and fi'om thence djl- 
iributed by leaden pipes. The lessee pays a fine of 3!. 131. 6J. tot 
twenty-one years of the water, and an annual quit.ient of ili. PerMns 
who use more water than private families pay a double quit-rent, and 
brcwe/s a fourfold one '■ (B.-.t„//« n/ Hi-shml and II'^/ci, iv., 148). 
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forniftlities, went out to mei-t It, and bid it welcome thither ; 
and being thus met, they all returned together ; the geuOe- 
men of the corporation, accompanied with Sir Francis Drake, 
walked before, and the stream followed after into the town, 
where it liss continued so to do ever since." Perhaps the 
day of that pe&cefiil triumph was the happiest of Drake's 
public life. 

His next service was as vice-admiral in that fleet by which, 
with the aid of the elements, the mighty preparations of the 
Spaniards were frustrated, their invincible armada disiiersed, 
and England providentially saved irom n most formidable 
invasion. In the ensuing year he was employed as admiral 
in an expedition sent to Portugal, in the vain hope of es- 
tablishing the claim of a pretender to that kingdom. In 
this adventure the government took little part, acting upon 
a system of parsimonious policy, as if it risked nothing, so it 
avoided the risk of expense, and considered not how greatly 
the national interests and national character must be affected 
by the issue, and that that issue could not be fortunate unless 
adequate means were applied. The journey of Portugal (as 
this expedition was at the time called) was undertaken chiefly 
at the charge of Drake and Sir John Norris, grandson of that 
Norris who was unjustly executed with Anne Boleyn, Eliza- 
beth always rightly regarded his family as entitled to more 
than ordinary favour on that account ; and this Sir John and 
his brethren (six in all) were " men of haughty courage, and 
great experience in the conduct of military affairs; — persons/' 
says Sir Robert Naunton, " " of such renown and worth, as 
future times must out of duty owe them the debt of an 
honourable memory ". No English soldier in that age had 
Been more service than this Sir Jdhn. He had been trained 
under Coligny in the religious wars in France, served 
Ireland while yet very young under Walter, Earl of Essex, 
held various commands in the Low Countries till he became 
• Scot s Somen Tratli, i., 367. 
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genen] of the English forces there ; and in the year of the 
nrniads, when an invasion was expected, was made " marshal 
of the field in England ". There were others who engaged 
in the charge of the expedition, but fewer than had been 
expected ; and some of those who subscribed their names, 
thinking that the scheme would never be brought to bear, 
but that they might gain credit by displaying n readiness tu 
eneourage it, withheld their money when they saw that 
serious preparations were made, and 10,000/. was thus with- 
drawn from the sum on which tfae leaders had calculated. 
And this was not the only nor the most serious deialcation 
from the means which had been looked for. Six hundred 
English horse from the Low Countries wei^ withheld for 
other service, and seven out of thirteen old companies from 
the same school of war : the Dutch, instead of supplying six 
men of war and ten companies, sent only four companies ; * 
and the government, which had promised twelve pieces of 
cannon, gave only a third part of that number, t 

Wlien the expedition sailed from Plymouth it consisted of 
11,000 troops and 1500 seamen. There had been Some 
weeks' previous delay ; and when all was ready contrary 
winds detained them a whole month, living upon provisions 
which they could ill afford to consume in inaction. The 
generals at length, weary of these cross winds, " thrust to 
sea in the same, choosing rather to attend the change thereof 
there, than by being in harbour to lose any purt of the 
better, when it should come, by having their men on ihore ". 

* Camden (4>9) lays the eitates joined Eome chips, althon^ the; 
were somewhat discontented with ihc English, because Wingfield. 
Governor of Gertiuydenberg, and the English garrison in it, had betr*ytd 
that town to the Spaniaide. But these could not have been ihipt d 
war, or their failure in this point would not have been distinctly stated, 
u it is in the relation ascribed to Colonel Anthony Wiugiield (Haklo)!, 
ii.. part ii.. 133). 

)- Hakluyt, laj. Camden, 429. 
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I Two ds^s the wind continued cross ; and some of the fleet, 
luTing twenty-five companies on board, parted company 
during that time, " either not being able or not willing to 
double Ushant ". Nearly 3000 men thus forsook the ex- 
pedition at sea, "whereof some passed into France, and the 
rest returned home ". The weather then became favourable ; 
and in five days more, on the evening of 20th of April, the 
troops disembarked in a bay something more than a mile 
from Corunna. • No attempt was made to prevent or im- 
pede their landing ; t but as they presently marched toward 
the town, they were encountered on the way : the Spaniards, 
however, retired within their walls, and the invaders took np 
their lodging for the night in the " villages, houses, and 
wind-mills next adjoining, and very near round about the 
town ". They were not disturbed there by the garrison ; 
but the galleon San Juan, one of the few which had escaped 
from the general wreck of the armada, was lying in the 
harbour ; and with two galleys, and three smaller vessels, 
Rred upon their lodgings during the night, and as they passed 
to and fro. ^ 

Before day, Norris reconnoitred the base town : this, which 

* This place is called the Groine in Hakluyt, as it slill ii by the 
•ailors, — 3J1 easy coiruplion lironi Cruna, (he name bestowed upon it at 
Ibe beginning of the Ihiiteenlh century, when Alonso IX. founded it, 
and removed thither the inhabitants of Burgo Viejo. Cmna is the 
Galician woid for cotuna, a column or pillar ; and it is supposed that 
the town took its name from the Torre de Hercules at the entrance of 
the port, that well-known lighthouse having this appearance when seen 
from a distance (Cornide, laviiligacioiui lobri la Torti di Hirculit, 
etc, p. 17, n.). 

Joshua Barnes (eils us that Logror!o also was called Groing by the 
English (Hii(. 0/ EHwari in., 705). 

t Faria y Sousa says, however, that the marquis made more resistance 
than could be rnadc, " fortificose lo tnajor que pudo, y mas de lo que se 
podia resistio la desembarcacion " (p. 94). 

t Hakluyt, 13S. 
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retains the name of La Pexarie, or Pescaderia, frum the days 
when it was only of importance as a fishing station, stands 
upon a small tongue of land, and contained at that time 
1500 houses. On the land side it was protected by a wall 
and a dry ditch, but on neither of the water sides were there 
any defences, and Norris resolved upon attempting it bj 
escalade, in two places. As a preliminary measure it wai 
necessary to silence the enemy's ships. Some artillery was 
landed : as soon as it opened, the galleys retired to Ferrol, 
and the other vessels ceased their fire. The rest of the d»y 
was spent in preparing for the attack. Twelve hundred men 
under Colonel Huntley, and the vice-admiral, Captain Fenner, 
were to be landed on one side the peninsula on which 
Corunna stands, and the long boats and pinnaces whicll 
landed them were to keep up a fire as they approached 
On the other side, Captain Wingfield, who was Norris'j 
lieutenant-colonel, and Captain Sampson, who held the same 
rank under Drake, were to enter with 500 men at low water, 
if they found it passable : otherwise they were provided fat 
the escalade ; and on the land side 300 men, under Colonelt 
Bret and Umpton, were to set up their ladders and scale the 
wall. The three attacks were to be made at the same time. 
In strict obedience to this part of their orders, Wingfield 
and Sampson began the assault as soon as the signal wu 
given : they found good resistance, and were twice beaten 
from their ladders, yet persevered in the attempt. Huntkf 
and Fenner landed, meantime, with no great difliculty, and 
but little loss ; and some of this party, under Captain Hinder, 
having etTected an entrance, scoured the wall, treating the 
way for Bret and Umpton to enter without resistance, and 
passed on till he came in the rear of those who were resisting 
Wingfield and Sampson : upon this the defence waa ^wn- 
doned. The Spaniards, indeed, knowing that if attacked 
from the water it was not tenable, had determined npno 
withdrawing the garrison and the inhabitants into thelMgh 
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towD, should this be the plaii of the assailants ; but in the 
confusion and fear which prevailed, the signal for recalLng 
the troopts from the land side was not made ; and men whose 
courage deserved a more generous treatment than they 
underwent were sacrificed through this error. • 

Upon the English having thus entered in three places, 
"with a huge cry," the inhabitants, they who could, betook 
themselves to the high town, which they might with less 
peril do, because the assailants, being strangers, knew not the 
way to cut them off. "Some," says one of the expedition, 
" fled to the rocks in the peninsula ; some hid themselves in 
chambers and cellars; some foimd favour to be taken prisoners; 
but the rest, to the number of about 500, falUng into the 
hands of the common sohliers, had their tliroats cut " ; and 
this seems to have been perpetrated and related equally 
without compunction. The cellars were found full of wine, 
8000 pipes having been collected there, toward the provision 
for a second armada ; and the men, by inordinate drinking, 
becoming reckless of danger, or incapable of perceiving it, 
exposed themselves to the shot from the upper town, whereby 
many were hurt, f It was thought that by their excesses at 



• Hakluyt, 139. 

t In Ihe only Spanish account of these tranaaclions which I hove 
been able to consul!, it ia said that the wine wai purposely left ; and 
that the Spaniaids, taking advantage of the drunkenness and consequent 
disoidci thus produced, killed as many as 3oo sliagglera, whom the 
■uccours, as they arrived from the interior, fell in with and found drunk 
and sleeping. This writer says : " Bebieron bellamenle los Inglescs, 
como valientes bebedotes : y paicciendoles que ya eran senoies de la 
ticna, lo que menos cuidado tes daba era la gucrra" (P. M. F. PiUpt 
dt la Gandara, Armas y Triunfoi del Reino di Galicia. ifrjl, p. 470). 

The author was chronisla general of that kingdom. The first pait 
of his account cannot be reconciled with the English statements. 
According to him the invaders landed more than 10.000 men, and took 
possession of Buigo, an open village {iHgar), without walls or castle, 
a league from Corunna : there [bey began 10 visit the drinking 
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this time they brought on the subsequent sickness and 
mortality. From the few prisoners who were taken, thej 
learnt that there were in the town when they wrived 500 
soldiers, the poor remains of seven companies who h«I 
returned from " the journey of England," and that roooc; 
and stores had been sent tliither for a second attempt it 
invasion. • 

The Spaniards had been taken by surprise, which thej i 
ought not to have been in any of their great ports on thii 
side the Straits. But the governor, who was the Man|aa ■ 
de Zerralbo don Juan Pacheco Osorio, prepared now with ' 
a Spaniard's dete mi i nation for defence. His first object wis 
to prevent the enemy from taking possession of' the gaUeoo ; 
and as this could by no other means be effected, he ^re 
orders for destroying it ; the crew, accordingly, overchai;gtd 
the guns, set the ship on fire, and left her in flames, ' 
burnt in terrible sort for two days together ". When she 
had burnt to the water's edge, and the English i 
search her hull, they found only sixteen whole cannon out of 
fifty : the rest had burst in their discharge, as had b«« 
designed, and were taken out in broken pieces and molta 
lumps. Every exertion was made for improving the fortifici- 
tions, which were strong but old. All hands were emplo^ 
at this, and in carrying eartli for the ramparts, which vtit 
now made ; and so intent were they upon these operaticos. 

houses, instead of making any anempt to occupy the bridge (at thebal 
of the harbour, over (he mouth of the Mandeo). and lake a pomtion. " 
prevent succours from arriving. " They might have done this tistj' 
he says, " siti qui puditra intrar gmU par farti alguna." Aftemrfl 
they attempted to insulate the fortress by cutting across the istbniutiW 
there were rocks in the way, large leinforcements had already entered, le' 
the lire from the walls put an end lo their operations. He matatH 
mention whatever of the sloiming the base town, nor of the 
carnage, but simply says thai tbey burnt the suburb called La! 
which contained 1 500 houses. 
* Hakluyt, 140. 
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that they left the Puerto Real, or royal gate, open, and 

Comnna, according to the Galicians, would have been lost, 

a greater personage than the governor had not taken upon 



himself the defen 
entered not only i 
speaking to them < 
stance made then 
however, though i 



i emergency. For the English 
without resistance, but without any one 
ir giving the alarm : so strange a circum- 
1 apprehensive of some stratagem ; still, 
vith all possible circumspection, they ad- 
vtuiced up the street, at the end of which stood the pai-ochial 
church of the upper town ; and to whom should that 
church be dedicated but to the peculiar patron of Spain 
and especial glory of Calicia — Santiago ? He did not indeed 
appear in person: short as the distance was from Compostella, 
the occasion was not of sufficient importance for him to leave 
his shrine and mount bis celestial white horse ; but out of 
his church there issued a great darkness, and in the midst of 
that darkness a great light; and the tight dazzled, and the 
darkness confused, and both terrified them : they made theu' 
way out of the gate with more alacrity than they had entered 
it ; and Santiago achieved for his faithful devotees the only 
one of all his nunierous victories in which no blood was shed. * 
This was a modest miracle for the saint, the country, and 
the religion. Another and not less thaumaturgic saint worked 
Done upon the occasion, though he might seem to have been 
more especially invited or provoked to manifest his power. 
Without the Puerta de los Aires, and fronting it, was a 
convent of St. Domingo : the invaders occupied it ; and 
from the upper windows and other parts of the edifice fired 
into the town. These things passed on the day after the 
escalade. On the morrow some 2000 men from the adjacent 
parts approached the gates as confidently as if they had been 
resolved to enter ; but they advanced without order ; and 
losing a few men in the first encounter took to flight, and 



* Candara, 471, 



334 ENGLISH SEAMEN 

outstripped their pursuei's. A party folloiving up this saccess 
foraged round about, and brought back ttine and sheep in 
ribuodance, to the great relief of the army, whose provisioni 
when they landed * were well nigh exhausted. Norris 
meant in the ensuing night to take a " long munition house 
built upon the wall " ; but the Spaniards apprehending this, 
and knowing how advantageous a position it would be fbr 
the enemy, burnt it before the attempt could be made. At 
the simie time a fire broke out in the lower end of the town, 
" which, had it not been by the care of the general heedilj' 
seen unto, and the fury thereof prevented, by pulling down 
many houses whieh were most in danger, had burnt," says 
Wingfield, " all the provisions we found there, to oar wonder- 
ful hindrance ".t 

Two demi-cannons and two culverins were now planted 
under the garden of the convent, but with little skill or fort- 
sight, for the first or second file shook down the cross wall bj 
which this battery was " defended or gabioned " ; it then laj 
open to the enemy. Tiif.y did not overlook their oppor- 
tunity ; and the lieutenant of the ordnance, with some of the 
cannoneers, were slain there. The battery was secured dol- 
ing the night. When it was ready to open, the general sent 
to summon the place : the man wjio bore it was fired at 
fi-oin the town. Presently a Spaniard was hanged over the 
wall, and a signal for parley made, the object of whicli wis 
to let the English see that this summary' punishment hid 
been inflicted upon the person who fired at the messenger; 
and they took the opportunity of requesting to have " fiur 

• Wingfield aaya : " What cutremily the want ot thai ■nonth't vktwli 
which we did eat during the month we lay at Plymouth for * friaJ 
might have diiven us unto, no man can doubt of that knoweth wtat 
men do live by. had not God given us, in the end. a mori 
wind and ihoiter passage into Galicia than hath been often wen, « 
our own' force and Tottune revictualled us lacgcly " (Hakluyt, ijs). 

tHaltl^, 141. 
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war," promising it < 

cercing what prisoners w 

would not listen to any proposal for surrendering. • 

Norris had now sufficiently reconnoitred the walls to see 
that they were almost everywhere built upon a rock : one 
place, however, he thought mineable, and men were presently 
set to work there, who, after three days' labour, and on the 
seventh after their entrance of the base town, had bedded 
their powder, — but, as afterwards appeared, not far enough 
into the wall. The breach by that time was thought as- 
saultable, and companies were drawn out for a simultaneous 
attack there, and at the point where it was expected that 
the mine would make an opening. But the mine failed, "by 
reason the powder brake out backward in a place where the 
cave was made too high ". Nothing therefore could be at- 
tempted that day. The miners resumed their work, and by 
the second day after had wrought well into the foundation of 
the wall, The first failure drew after it no ill consequence ; 
not so the partial success of the second attempt. The ex- 
plosion brought down half the tower under which the mine 
luul been made, and opened a practicable breach ; it was im- 
mediately assaulted ; and when the men had gained the 
summit, the other half fell on them ; some twenty or thirty 
were crushed, and the men were " so amazed, not knowing 
whence that terror came, that they forsook their commandem, 
and left them among the ruins of the mine ", The two 
ensigns were shot in the breach, but their colours were 
rescued ; among those on whom the tower fell " was Captain 
Sydenham pitifully lost, who having three or four great 
stones upon his lower parts was held so fast that neither him- 
self could stir nor any reasonable company recover him ; nol- 
with standing the next day, being found to be alive, there 
were ten or twelve lost in attempting to relieve him ". It 
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is the most honourable mcklent on the part of the English, 
during their descent in Galicia, that so manj should have 
exposed and lost their lives in endeavouring to perfonn this 
act of forlorn humanity toward their suffering countryman ; ' 
and the least honourable on that of the S{>aniards that they 
should have fired on men who were exposing themselves fiw 
such a motive. 

Meantime a breach which had been made by the pcxw 
battery in the convent garden was attempted ; and the officers 
brought their men to the push of the pike at the summiL 
But the Spaniards had prepared all means of defence, and 
they were encouraged by the masculine exertions of the wife 
of an alfercK,— Maria Pita was her name. With a spirit 
which women have more often displayed in Spain than in any 
other country, she snatched up sword and buckler, and toot 
her stand among the foremost of the defendants ; and w 
much was ascribed by the people to the effect of her esample, 
that she was rewarded for this service with the full pay of an 
ensign for life, and the half pay was settled ujwii her de- 
scendants in perpetuity, t The defence, however, was not 
difficult 1 for the rubbish over which the assailants mounted 
" slid outward &om under their feet ; and it then appeared 
that half the height of the wall had received no injury ",{ 

' Hakluyt, 141. 

t Gandaia.aschiontBtamayot ofGalicIa, isgoodauthoiityfbtaciicuin- 
Gtaiice like ibis. The Mocy gained somcthmg by tiavelling in iti own 
country. Faiia y Sousb eays, IhaC this virago tost none of her taaxiff 
at seeing her husband killed before her eyes, and that sbc wounded in 
English Etandatd-beaiet. moitatly. with a lance (p. 95. Gandara, 471). 

t " For let no man ihink that culvetin Or demi-cannon can sufEcicntli 
baiter a defensible rainpire. And or those pieces which we had, tbe 
better o( the demi-cannans, at (he second shot, broke in her carriages" 
(Hakluyt, i+i). 

The writer argued, that if the battering pieces which were pcooiied 
for the armament, btit not supplied, had been there, the place woaU 
have been taken. 
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Thus, had there been more spirit for renewing the assault, 
the breach no longer appeared practicable. From both 
points of attack the retreat lay through a narrow street or 
Une, and many were hurt there. • Whatever the loss may 
have been, the failure was so complete, that it determined t 
the general to abandon an enterprise which he now con- 
sidered hopeless. But to secure his embarkation it was 
necessary to disperse a considerable force with which the 
Conde de Andrade was encamped behind the Puente de 
Burgo, waiting there to be joined by the Conde de Altamira, 
and then, with united strength, to advance for the relief of 
the town. Norris accordingly, leaving Drake, with five 
te^fiments, to guard their quarters, marched, with nine, to 
meet the enemy. His brother. Sir Edward Norris, who 
commanded the van, came in sight of them some half mile 
from their camp, and beat them from place to place (though 
" they had good places of defence, and cross walls which they 
might have held long "), till they came to the bridge, " on 
the foot of the farther side whereof lay their camp, strongly 
intrenched ". Sir Edward followed at the point of the pikes, 
through a heavy fire ; the enemy's shot flanked both sides 
of the bridge, and at the end was a barricade of barrels. 
They who should have guarded it forsook their station, seeing 
this " proud approach ". Sir Edward entered, and charging 
the first who opposed him, pike in hand, fell, " with very 
earnestness, in over-thrusting," and received a grievous sword 
wound in the head. The general, and some other olficers. 



* Gandara, in hia exaggerated stalement. saya, that the English held 
cnt a signal for bniying their dead, who were found to be rjoo j and 
that the loss of the Spaniaidfl, froin the time that the expedition landed, 
till it le-embarked. amounted only to thirty-tive. 1 wish Winglield's 
account of the slaughter in the base town rested on no better authoiity, 
or could be suspected of equal exaggeration. 

t The expression in Haltluyt U, " it made him grow to a new resolu- 
tion •■ (p. Ml). 
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"most honoonibly " re^ued him ; and awtxoonung, not with- 
out a severe struggle, the bnvc resistance that was naie, 
obtained then an easj- victory over the rest of the wray. 
The staniUrd was taken, and the fiigitiTes botlj punned 
for some three miles. " How many," says Wing6eld, "2000 
men (for of so many consisted our vanguard) might kill in 
pursuit of four sundry parties, so many you may imagine fell 
before us that day. And to make the number more great, 
our men having given over tlie execution, and returning to 
their stands, found many hidden in the vineyards and hedgei, 
whom they despatched." Two hundred, also, were found in 
a convent, Bnd were there put to the sword, and the convent 
spoiled and burnt. This was not the " (air wnr," for which 
the Spanianls had asked, and which, by their honourable 
conduct at the time of asking, they had deserved. The 
contrary system can be justified only when reprisals become 
necessary, as the sole means of putting a stop to it ; but in 
that age fair war seems, almost, to have been the exception. * 
After what is called "the fury," and might better have 
been termed the wickedness t " of the execution," the van- 
guard was sent one way, and the main body the other, " to 
bum and spoil, so that you might have seen the country, 
more than three miles' compass, on fire ". llie next day was 
Hpeiit in shipping their artillery, J and whatever booty could 
l)c transported ; and they attempted, during the last night 
of their tarriance, to bum that part of the upper town when 

* Hakluyl, 143. Camden, 430. 

I- Such a carnage after ihe action well denervei to be so qualified 
especially if the lelalct in Hakluyi is to be believed when hs sayt. that 
" there weie slain in this fight, on our side, only Captain Cooper, and 
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,' Thcit own and those taken in the base town, " which," says Wing- 
fidd, " hud it been such as miglit have given us any assurance ot a 
belter baltcty, or had there been no other purpose of our journey bat 
■hat, I think the general would have s;ienl some more lime in the liege 
or the place ". 




the houses were built upon the wall by the water side ; but 
the Spaniards were vigilant, and made so good a defence 
that they frustrated this intentioD. At their departure, how- 
ever, the invaders, by their own account, set fire to every 
house of the base town, so that not one was left standing 
there. * Putting then to sea, after contending nine days 
with contrary winds, they renched the Berlings, having a 
little before fallen in with Essex, who, with some other 
volunteers of note, had followed the expedition in a single 
ship. By this time, the troops had suffered much by sickness, 
aggravated by their own excesses at Corunua ; and the loss 
during the siege had been considerable, t But this was not 
the only evil J during the eighteen days of their continuance 
there ; troops had been sent to Lisbon, and all persons of any 
influence, who were suspected of favouring Antonio, were 
removed from that city, and sent into Spain. Antonio, in- 
deed, had been considered of so little consequence in this 
first act of the expedition, that he seems not to have been 

'Gsndjra confirms this, but represents 
the attempts on the upper town ; and he av( 
■t the Pucnic de Bu/go. 

t El Peregrino Eapafiol (Antonio Perez) vthotc Tratado ParaiutUa 
was translated into French and English, and widely circulated by the 
Portuguese emigrants, says that the grcalei part of the troops died there, 
and all the best artillerymen : but he seems to refer this loss rather to 
the mortality than the siege ; and his object was lo show that (he 
expedition failed wholly through the misconduct of the English, and not 
owing to the weakness of Antonio's partisans. 

J Sir William Monson says : '-The landing at the Groyne was an 
nmiecetsary lingering and hindrance of the other great and main 
design ; a consuming of victuals and weakening of the army by the 
immoderate drinking of the soldiers, which brought a lamentable sick- 
ness amongst them ; a warning to the Spaniards to strengthen Portugal ; 
and (what is more than all this) a discouragement to proceed laither, 
being repulsed in the lirst attempt " (160). This is true, except as to 
the waste of provision. Monson himself says, that " divers of the ships 
had not four days' victuals when they departed from Plymouth ". 
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consulted concerning it, nor, indeed, i3 he noticed in the 
accounts of it till the fleet arrived at Peniche. The tioopi 
landed there, about a mile from the town, with maeh 
difficulty, owing to the wind and the surf, and with the lo« 
of one boat, carrying twenty-five men. Essex commanded 
this party ; and when men enough had been disembarked for 
forming two troops, he left one to protect the landing, and 
advanced with the other against some companies who sallied 
from the town to oppose him. The Spaniards fled when it 
came to the push of the pike : he entered the open town, 
and summoned the castle, which the commandant, Antonio 
de Araujo, readily surrendered to Antonio, acknowledging 
him as his king. • 

Here it was agreed that the army should proceed overland 
to Lisbon, and the fleet meet them in the Tagus. When 
the army was marshalled and ready to act, Drake, " to make 
known the honourable desire he had of taking equal parts in 
all fortune with them, stood upon the ascent of a hiU bj' 
which the battalions marched, and, with a pleasing kindness, 
took his leave sevei-ally of the commanders of every regiment, 
wishing them happy success, with a constant promise, that if 
the weather did not hinder him, he would meet them at 
Lisbon with the fleet". The non -performance of this en- 
gagement brought a reproach upon Drake, who may, with 
more cause, be censured for having made it. While the army 
proceeded with little encoui-agement fixjm the Portuguese, 
whose eager co-operation they had been led to expect, Drake 
sailed for Oiscaes and took possession of the town. The in- 
habitants, who abandoned it upon his landing, returned upon 
his assurances of all peaceable kindness if thev would ac- 
knowledge Antonio for their king, and supply the fleet with 
necessaries ; but the castle, having a Spanish garrison, wis 
maintained against him. Here he remained, till the army, 
weakened by sickness, unable for want of artillery (the little 
* Hakluyl. I44. 
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which they hnd being in the fleet) to make any serious 
attempt upon Lisbon, knowing themselves far inferior in 
number to the Spanish troops who were eolleeted against 
tliem, and undeceived as to the influence and strength of the 
pretender's adherents, gave up this ill-planned atid worse 
conducted attempt, and came to join him at Cascaes. What- 
ever blame was afterwai-ds imputed to the admiral, those 
who were on the spot, and were capable of forming a dis- 
passionate opinion, must have admitted the validity of the 
motives which had withheld him from entering the river. 
The fleet must have passed within culver shot of St. Julian's, 
which was then accounted "one of the most impregnable forta 
to seaward in Europe ; this and the other two forts between 
Cucaes and Lisbon Dinke might have passed with a reason- 
able gale " ; hut once in the Tagus, the coming out again 
was uncertain : there were galleys in the river ready at any 
advantage to have assailed him : he would have been exposed 
to lire ships ; and if a fleet had been brought against him at 
the mouth of the river, he had neither the hope of victoiy 
nor of escape, and the destruction of the array must have 
fallowed upon the loss of the ships.* 

The emigrants whose enpectations had been so cruelly 
disappointed, imputed Drake's breach of promise to his 
regarding the interests of the merchant adventurers rather 
than those of the expedition, because while he remained at 
Cascaes many prizes were brought in there. Most of these 
were easterlings, of which not fewer than three scores 
belonging to the Hanse towns, and laden with naval stores, 
as was supposefl for another armada, were captured. Some 
were of great burden, with little on board, and evidently 
built as ships of war : it could not be doubted that these 
were for the Spanish navy. The embarkation of the troops 
was secured by forcing the Castle of Cascaes to surrender, 
the commandant requiring only such a display of force as 



* Camden, 431, 433. Monson, 160. 
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might justify him in offering no fertlier resistance. It ww 
occupied then by English troops, till tlie urmamcMit was mdy 
to sail, and partially blown up at their departure. One 
company had been left at Peniche, together with the sick 
and wounded ; some vessels were sent to bring them «way, 
and advices were despatched to the commnnding officer over- 
land : the advice arrived in time, but not the ships ; for the 
commander, then apprised of what had happened, and learo- 
ing also that an enemy's force was hastening against hiro, 
embarked in barques which were on the spot, and with such 
haste that he neither brought away the artillery nor &U hit 
men. * 

Nine galleys from Andalusia had entered the Tagus some 
days before the departure of the English ; these, with the 
twelve which were stationed there, followed the 6eet ; and 
on the following morning, taking advantage of a dead calm, 
cut off some stragglers, and ran down some who endeavoured 
to escape from them in their boats. One hulk had Captain 
Minshew and his company on board, and he was seen fight- 
ing to the last after his ship was on fire ; the calm meantime 
was such, that none of the great ships could approach to 
assist him, though every effort was made by towing them. 
In this and in another action with a straggler the galleys 
were so roughly handled, that they discontinued the pursuit 
The expedition had been instructed to ply for the Azores if 
the wind were northerly ; but if it blew from the south, 
then for the Isles of Bnyona. The fleet was dispersed in ■ 
gale ; but after seventeen days the two commanders and 
good part of the ships were united off Vigo. In that interval 
many men had been cast overboard ; for not only was the 
sickness raging among them, but many died of hunger, and 
more must have perished for lack of sufficient food, if the 
mortality which carried off their comrades had not left > 



• Hakluyl, 149. 
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more competent allowance for the survivors. Not more than 
2000 effective men were now left. They were landed in two 
bodies : they approached the town on two sides ; and though 
a strong barricado had been constructed at tlie end of every 
street, no defence was attempted. The inhabitants deemed 
it prudent to withdraw in time, and had removed with them 
everything of value, except good store of wine. It was 
thought too hazardous to make a movement upon Bayona, 
whither they had fled, and where they knew, from one of 
tbeir Corunna prisoners, that there was a strong garrison. 
The English contented themselves with spoiling the country 
&r some seven or eight miles, burning the villages and tlie 
standing com : then, after setting fire to every house in the 
town, they re- embarked. * 

Still the commanders clung to the hope of returning with 
some booty that might compensate for the loss incurred in 
this luckless expedition. It was agreed that Drake should 
draft the able men into twenty of the best ships, and sad for 
the Azores for the chance of falling in with the Indian fleet, 
while Norris with the rest of the armament should return 
home. They parted with this understanding : on the second 
night there arose a greater storm than any they had en- 
countered since they left Englnnd ; both squadrons were 
dispersed ; and when Non-is, twelve days afterwards, reached 
Plymouth, he found that Drake had arrived there, and oil 
the queen's ships, and many othere ; but every vessel had 
taken the opportunity, which the storm afforded, of going its 
own way, " some led by a desire of returning whence they 
came, and some," says Wingfield, " being possessed of the 
hulks (the Hanse towns" prizes), sought other ports, from their 
general's eye, where they might make their private com- 
modity of them, — which they did to their own great advan- 
tage ". At Plymouth the army was dissolved, eight companies 

* Haktuyt, 130. 
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only being retained : eveiy soldier received five sbilliogt, ind 
" the arms he bare to make money of, and this was beliered 
to be more than could bj' nny means be due to them ". • It 
appears, however, that some of the men who compared their 
wages with their pains, murmured against this distribution, 
and thai this increased the unpopularity, t which in some 

* " Foi they were not in service three months ; in which time," Ufl 
Wingfield, " ihey had their victuals, which no man Yfill vaJae at lesa 
than hair theii pay, for such is the allowance in her majesty's shipf to 
her mirinets ; so as there lemained but ten shillings a month more to 
be paid : for which there was not any piivale man but bad his appird 
and furniture to his own use : so as every common soldier dischugBl 
received more in money, victuals, appaiei, and furniture than hii pav 
did amount to" (Hakluyt, isr). 

t " As our country," says Wingfield, " doth bring forth many gallanl 
men, who, desirous of honour, do put themselves into the actions thene- 
of, so doth it many more, who, though their thoughts reach not ao Ugb 
as others, yet do they listen how other men's acts do pass ; and, dtbct 
believing what any man will repoit unto them, are willingly carried away 
into errors, or, tied to some greater man's tajth, become secretaiiei 
against a noted truth. The one sort of these take their opinions bom 
the highway side, or, at the fatthesi, go no farther than Paul's, id 
inquire what hath been done in this voyage ; where if they meet with 
any whose capacity before their going out could not make them live, 
nor their valour maintain their reputation, and who went only for ipoili 
complaining on the hardness and misery thereof, they think they tie 
bound (0 give credit to these honest men who were parties therein, tmi, 
in very charity, become of their opinions. The others, to majce good 
the faction they are entered into, if they see any of those malcontetrtt 
(as every journey yieldeth some), do run unto them, like tempting ipitiOi 
lo confirm them in their humour, with assurance that they tonmMi 
before our going out, what would become thereof^ 

" Be ye not, therefore, credulous in believing every repott ; lot Am 
have been many more beholders of these things that have passed ibtft 
actors in the same ; who, by their experience not having the knowledge 
of the ordinary wants of war, have thought that lo be hard, not to h*n 
their meal well dressed, to drink sometimes water, to watch much, tx a 
■ee men die and be slain, was a miserable thing ; and not having M 
given their minds to the service as they are anything instructed ihefctj, 
do.for want of better matter, discourse ordinarily of these things" (p.ljtji 
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rAtgree ia generally attached to the leaders of an unsuccessful 
nqiedition. * 

A very rich booty is said to have been brought home, and 
150 pieces of great ordnance ; but the loss of lives had been 
very great, of 12,500 men little more than 6000 returning : 
the Spaniards exaggerated the loss to 16,000 ; and, tracing 
to the disease which the survivors brought home a great 
mortsllty which ensued, they said that England suffered more 
for having sent an armada against Spain, than Spain for 
having sent an armada against England, t Yet the result of 
the expedition was to confirm the English people in that 
opinion of their superiority to the Spaniards, whether at sea 
or in the field, which they had now begun to entertain ; and 
the spirit of adventure became more general. Elizabeth's 
conduct toward the Hanse towns encouraged that spirit. 
She had warned those towns against carrying provisions or 
military stores into Spain or Portugal, upon peril of losing 
ships and lading, according to special treaty in this case, 
and to the acknowledged practice and law of nations. Con- 
■cious that they were violating that treaty, and amenable to 
that taw, the easteilings took the perilous course, north about, 
rather than risk passing tlie Channel ; but when their ships 
were captured off the mouth of the Tagus, they complained 
as if their privileges had been violated, and called for resti- 
tution. The queen replied, that their ships, being employed 
in carrying warlike stores to the enemies of England, she had 
lawfully taken tliem, and could not have done otherwise, 
unless she would wilftilly bring destruction upon herself and 
her people. Privileges, to which they appealed, might 
neither be claimed nor allowed to the prejudice of the public 
safety, which is the highest law : nor was the appeal main- 
tainable in itself; for in the privilege granted by Edward 1. 
to the Hanse towns, it was expressly provided that they 

* Hakluyl, 151, 15!. t Faria y Soubb, 197. 
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shoutd not carry any merchandise into the dominions of tbe 
declared enemies of England. More than once h»d their 
ships been detained heretofore, when, durinff war with 
France, they had supplied the French with stores ; and thi» 
had been done not by England only, but by Chnrles V., the 
Kings of Sweden, Denmark, and Poland, and recently by the 
Prince of Orange, according to the law of nations ; for neu- 
trality must so be used, that the neutrals while they help one 
party hurt not the other. Referring then to the tone of 
their demands, she reminded tliem that it did not become 
cities and towns to use menaces to kings ; for her part she 
feared not the threats of the greatest monarchs, much leas 
of particular cities ; and as for the due and just rights of 
neigjibourhood, she punctually observed them with all mea * 

Whatever murmurs had been raised against the conduct 
of the Portugal voyage, Drake's character was too well e*- 
tablislied both in the estimation of the court and of the 
people to be seriously affected by them : the failure of thit 
expedition was sufficiently accounted for by want of meani, t 
want of co-operation on the part of Antonio's party, and Ihf 
moi-tality among the troops. And when, in the year 1594, 
in conjunction with Sir John Hawkins, he proposed to the 
government to set on foot an armament against the Weil 
Indies, tjie project was readily entertained. 

Hawkins, after his unhappy adventure at St. Juan de UUoa, 
seems to have given up the career of enterprise. In 1573 he 
had been appointed treasurer or comptroller of the navy, i 
high and arduous office, which he discharged so ably that ht 
is said to have introduced more useful inventions into the 
navy, and better regulations, than any of his predecessors. 
He acted as rear-admiral against the armada, and received, 

* Camden, 433. 

f Monson says, that, in his opinion, the two generftli nevei ovetihot 
themselves more, than in undeclaking so great a cbar^ with go little 
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tm that occasion, the honour of knighthood, which he had 
well deserved. During a long course of service, he had 
obtained a great name in his profession, and, notwithstanding 
his loss in the Gulf of Mexico, no inconsiderable fortune, for 
he and his elder brother were at one time owners of thirty 
good ships. • The queen, no doubt in consequence of his 
representations, resolved upon putting her navy upon a 
better and more regular footing than it had before been, and 
assigned a yearly sum of 8970i. t for keeping it in repair j 
and in the same year, 1590, she sent ten of her own ships, 
under Hawkins and Sir Mai-tin Frobisher, to threaten the 
coast of Spain, and intercept the Indian ships. But the 
Spaniards obtained intelligence of this in time to send 
despatches out, and order the homeward-bound fleet to 
winter in India, rather than run the hazard of falling in with 
this force ; others, which were on their way, either meeting 
with timely advice, or warned by their own forethought, 
kept at a distance from the islands, and by that unsuspected 
course reached Lisbon safely. Hawkins, therefore, cruised 
about in vain, and with such singular ill success that not a 
single prize fell into his hands. A lauding which he at- 
tempted at Fayal was not more fortunate ; and after seven 
months he returned, without loss indeed, but without any 
apparent advantage, though it was known after«-ards that the 
delay of a year in their expected returns had proved most 
injurious to the Spanish merchants, and that the ships as well 
as their owners suffered greatly. No blame could be imputed 
to the commanders. Sir John, however, thought it necessary 
to offer some apology In the report of liis voyage: this he 
did at considerable length ; and concluded by reminding the 
queen that I'aul planteth and Apollos watered), but it is God 
whogiveth the increase. This ill-applied allusion to Scrip- i 

tnre is said to have provoked from Elizabeth a characteristic A 

^1 * Campbell, i., 413. t Camden, 439. Lcdiatd, 274. ^^| 
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bunt of aoger : — " God's de&th ! " she exclaimed : 
fbol went out a soldier, and is come home a divine ",* 

This was but a momentary feeling ; and when Drake »nd 
Hawkins, " presuming much upon their own experience and 
knowledge," proposed that a West Indian voyage should be 
undertaken, and otTered to engage deeply in it, the queen 
coneurred in a project, of which, in the opinion of all t 
the most promising expectations were entertained. Mncli 
had been done to impede the preparations of Philip for ■ 
second attempt at invasion, much to injure the Spaniard!. 
and more to irritate them ; but Philip was both a determined 
and a powerful enemy. Till the forced union with Portugal, 
Spain had made little account of its navy, its only maritinK 
war having long been what was carried on with the Mabome- 
dan powers within the Straits ; but the spoil committed bj 
the English expeditions, far and near, not upon the i 
aloue, but in the islands, in the West Indies, upon the coasts 
of Chili and Peru, and even in its own most important and 
best fortified ports, made the government feel the necessity 
of raising a maritime force, wherewith at once to be protected 
and revenged. This object had been pursued with mich 
diligence, that within three years after the failure of the 
armada, the Spaniards had a formidable fleet ; and in three 
years more 69 ships, built at the king's charge, bad been 
added to it, most of them of 1000 tons' burden and upwards. 
When hostilities begun, the Spanish ships were " huge and 
mighty in burden, weak and ill-fashioned in building, lane 
and slow in sailing, and fitter for merchandise than wai," 
having indeed "been more intended for it": old seamen, 
like Hawkins, used to maintain that one of the queen's ship* 
could beat four of them. They were now constructed for 
war, and were so superior to the English ships in strength 
tuid weight of metal, that nothing but English seamanship ni I 

* Monson, i6i, 347. I^ediaid, 974, 
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r English courage could hsve contended against such superi- 
ority. But the Spaniards a]»o had good sailors, though only 
from their northern ports ; for the Catalans no longer sup- 
ported their ancient reputation. Most of their officers, from 
the rank of captain downward, were Biscayans, with whom 
(it is the testimony of an English admiral than whom none 
of his age had seen more service) there were few that could 
be compared for knowledge, hardiness, and valour. But the 
Biscayans made but a small part of the sailors : the discipline 
of the navy was bad ; and the naval service was regarded 
»ith contempt by the military. 

Rumours were abroad that a second and more formidable 
nmada had been completed, and intelligence came from 
many quarters that the conquest of England would again be 
attempted. Upon this, men were levied In all the maritime 
counties, and watch and ward appointed to be kept upon the 
>ea coast. The apprehension was as general as it had been 
in 1588 ; and now, too, as then, the sense of danger brought 
with it nothing like dismay. It was, indeed, lamented, that 
so much brave blood and so much treasure had been lost in 
France, wasted, as it were, in aid of insincere allies ; but " all 
men," says Camden, " " buckled themselves to war ; and 
wailing women, with renewed grief, lamented that their sons 
and brethren who had fallen in that thankless service had 
not been reserved for these times ", On this account the 
West Indian voyage was delayed, to the great cost of the 
adventuren : it was deemed unlit to send away so many good 
ships and men while there was reason to think they might 
be wanted in our own seas, and on English ground. The 
Spaniards, however, effected no more than what sufficed to 
show that however vigilantly the Channel might be guarded, 
partial descents were always possible. They had possession 
at that time of Blavet in Bretagne, a small but strong place 

•P.«7. 
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upoD the river of that name, from the ruins of which Port 
Louis was (ifterwards constructed. From thence D. Diego 
Brochen, with four galleys, under favourable opportunity of 
weather, crossed the mouth of tlie Channel, and effected • 
landing at Penzance. They sacked and burnt that place, 
with the two poor fishing towns of Mousehole and Ncwiin ; 
but the inhabitants had taken flight. No life was lost, and 
no prisoner taken ; and the galleys returned as safely as tbey 

If the object of this descent was to impress the English 
with the belief that a great invasion was to follow, it not only 
failed, but produced an opposite effect. Tyrone, indeed, in- 
duced by Romish instigations, and relying upon Spaoisli 
support, commenced a rebellion in Ireland, which added 
new horrors to the barbarous history of that most barbaroin 
island. But though this disquieted Eli^^abeth's councils, w 
little apprehension was entertained of any danger from the 
Spaniards at home, that Hawkins and Drake were allowed 
to begin their voyage. Their force consisted of 26 sail, and 
about 2500 men. Six were queen's ships, Drake sailing io 
the Defiance, and his colleague in the Garland. Sir Thomu 
Baskervitle was the commander by land, and Sir Nicholu 
Clifford his lieutenant-general. The firet Intent of this ei- 
pedition was, that they should land at Nombre de Dio^ 
march aci'oss the isthmus to Panama, and seize what treasure 
might be there, which it was supposed would be much, sod, 
if they thought It feasible, keep possession of that place. 
But a few days only befoi-e they sailed from Plymouth 
letters came from the queen, informing them, upon sura 
intelligence from Spain, that the West Indian fleet hid 
arrived, but that one treasure ship, having lost a mast, hid | 

* Camden, 499. Monaon. 167. Lediard, 510. "These," sayi CvndCKi 
" were the fiist and last Spaniards that ever made any hostile landing m 
England." It seems that Peio Nino's name was never so well (or, r 
•o ill) known here, as that of hli contcmpoiary, Anipay, in Spain. 





put back to Puerto Rico ; wherefore she ordered them to 
take the good opportunity thus prcsenteil, and make for this 
great prize, — a course which was the more advised, because 
it was not much out of their way to Nombre de Dios. " 

They " brake ground " (in the phrase of their own jour- 
nalist) "out of Plymouth Sound on the 28th of August, 1595, 
and at the end of four weeks arrived off the Isie of Grand 
Canary. Drake and Baskerville were for landing here, for 
the honour of conquering it, as well as for the sake of 
victualling the fleet. Haivkins was for obeying the queen's 
inrtnictions, and losing no time in accomplishing the main 
enteTprise ; but the sailors represented their need of a supply 
of provisions : this is said to have been a pretence on their 
part, who had the hope of plunder before their eyes ; and 
when Baskerville engaged to take the place within four days, 
Hawkins consented. This having been determined, they 
found at daybreak that they had overshot their mark ; so 
they stood about, and by nine o'clock were at anchor before 
the fort, about a league eastward of the city of St. Anna, and 
at one, I+OO men were in readiness to land in a sandy bay 
between the city and the fort. But the hours which had 
I elapsed since the fleet first hove in sight had been well 
employed in erecting a bulwark, and planting ordnance to 
command the landing-place ; seeing which, and that a heavy 
Burf was then breaking on the beach, the generals perceived 
that they could not make the attempt without too great and 
manifest a risk. After a vain demonstration, therefore, in 
I which some of the smaller ships riding at anchor within 
I musket shot of the shore were in some danger, they went to 
the western side of the island, and there watered. A few 
men venturing rashly to some distance from the shore were 
set upon by the herdsmen, who with their dogs and staves 
killed most of them, and took prisoner the surgeon of one of 
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the ships, from whom they leamt all that he knew ron- 
ceruing the objects of the voyage. And upon this (he 
governor despatched a caraval to all those places which were 
tlireatened. This warning, however, had been anticiptted 
by advices from the Spanish Government which reach eil 
the West Indies before the eipedition sailed from England. 
— such early and sure intelligence had that government 
obtained. • 

A month afterwards, when they were near Martiniro, 
Drake, being ahead with four or five other ships, was separ- 
ated from the rest of the fleet in a gale. They made for 
Dominica, he for Marigalante, and they joined company 
again at Guadaloupe. Some traffic had been carried on at 
Dominica, where great store of tobacco was grown, whtcb 
" most of the English and French used to purchase from the 
Caribs, with knives, hatchets, saws, and such like iron tool^" 
— no slight indication of improvement in tlie Indians, if 
beads, hawk-bells, prisms, and other toys had ceased to be 
received in jtayment. It is said that the&e [ndiaoa hul 
plantations of various fruits in Marigalante, which they kept 
like gardens ; but there seems no assignable reason why thej 
should have made their plantations on another island instead 
of their own. Having reached Guadaloupe, the expeditiun 
watered there, washed the ships, set up the pinnaces, the 
materials of which they had taken out, and landed the men 
that they might refresh themselves on shore, t 

Tlie day after Drake's arrival there, five Spanish sabnu 
were seen, ships of SOU tons ; from which, as their couisc 
was by Dominica toward Puerto Rico, Drake rightly con 
eluded I that the treasure was still in that island, and thit 
this force had been ordered thither to convoy it ; they 
belonging to a squadron of eight, which had been sent lot 
that purpose, under Don Pedro Tcllo. Captain Wignol in 
the Francu, a barque of thirty-five tons, being the last 
• Hakluyt, jSj. t Ibid., 584. * Purchas, iv., 1171. 
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straggler of Hawkius's fleet, fell in with them, and was cup- 
tured in sight of a carava] that escaped, and carried tidings 
of the capture to the comniantlers. It is said that Hawkins, 
foreseeing but loo clearly the consequences of this misfortune, 
immediately sickened. Tcllo, in iact, put his prisoners to 
the torture, • and thus extracted from them a declaration 
of what he might, with sufficient certainty, have inferred 
&om the appearance of an English force in those seas. The 
expedition tarried at Guadaloupe three days ader this mishap, 
and for this the commanders have been censured ; but it may 
be doubted whether any haste which tliey could now have 
made would have been attended with better speed. Sailing 
the *th of November, they came to anchor, on 
i morning of the 8th, within the Virgin Islands ; this had 
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been accounted dangerous, but the)' found a good rood, "in 
which 1000 sail might have lain in fourteen, twelve, and eight 
fathom, fair sand and good anchorage, with high islands on 
either side ". They could find no fresh water, but pleat; 
of fish to be taken either with hooks or net, and the men 
went ashore and fowled ; after tarrying two days here, they 
lingered two more in a lesser sound, about a league distant, 
which Drake explored the preceding night in his barge. If 
it be true that a difference of opinion had arisen between the 
commanders, it may explain a delay for which there would 
otherwise be no apparent reason. That dispute is said to 
have caused or accelerated Hawkins's death : on the morn- 
ing of the 13th the fleet pnsscd through the sti^t ; and at 
night, when it was off the eaiitemmost end of Puerto Rico, 
he breathed his last. * 

Sir Thomas Baskert'iile took the place of this brave old 
seaman in the Garland, and at two in the afternoon of the 
same day tlie fleet anchored in a sandy bay, two miles east 
of Puerto Eico city, and within. reach of its forts. Drake 
paid dearly for this imprudence. One shot wounded bis 
mizzen, another entered the steerage, where he was at supper, 
and struck the stool from under him : he, indeed, escaped 
unhurt ; but several of the party were wounded, and two of 
them to death. Sir Nicholas Clifford was one, the other was 
Sir Francis's bosom friend, Master Brown, who had been 
christened by the unseemly name of Brute, taken, no doubt, 
from the fabled story of our Trojan descent. "Ah, dear 
Brute," said Drake, " I could grieve for thee ! but now is no 
time for me to let down my spirits ! " t No time was lost in 
removing to a safer distance ; and on the following morning 
they came to anchor " before the point without the town, 

• Hakluyt, 584. Lediaid, 310, 311. 

t Fuller relates this. '■ from tlie mouth of Henry Drake, Esq., there 
present." whoni he speaks of u his " dear and worthy paiishionei . lately 
deceased" (/foly SlaU, 119). 
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a little to the westivartl : there tliey mnaineii till nightfall, 
and then twenty-five pinnaces, bouts, and sliallop.s, well 
manned, and furnished with fireworks and small shot, entered 
the road ", 

The galleon which was the great object of this enterprise 
had been completely repaired, and was even on the point of 
sailing for Spain, when the certain intelligence of this in- 
tended attack reached the island. The Spaniards prepared 
themselves with equal promptitude and determination for 
defence : they landed the treasure, sunk the galleon in the 
mouth of the channel, and made a floating barrier of masts, 
on both sides, almost to the forts and castle, so as to render 
the passage impassable. Within this barrier the five sabras 
were stationed ; their lading had been taken out ; and, that 
nothing might be unnecessarily risked, all women, children, 
and unable persons had been sent into the interior, none 
remaining in the town but men who were able to defend it 
A heavy fire was opened, both from the ships and forts, upon 
the English ; and it became more destructive when they had 
succeeded with their fireworks in setting the ships in flames, 
for by that broad light the forts were enabled to direct their 
shot. Yet the adventurers persisted in their desperate at- 
tempt, till they had lost some forty or fifty men, by their 
own account, killed, and as many more wounded ; consoling 
themselves with the thought that " there was also great 
death of the Spaniards aboard the frigates, with burning, 
drowning, and killing, besides some taken prisoners", De- 
feated, but not disheartened, they returned to the fleet, and 
remained at anchor the next day. One of the zabras hail 
been consumed to the water's edge : the Spaniards employed 
the day in warping up the other four, all of which had been 
more or less injured ; and one, as they were removing her, 
was seen to sink. But no renewal of the attack was at- 
tempted ; Drake lingered another day as if unwilling to 
abandon the enterprise, though he now perceived it to be 
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hopeless : two more he was detained by calms ; then pro- 
ceeded to the south-west point of the isl&nd, and there »et 
up more pinnaces, washed his sliips, and refreshed his ma 
on shore. * And here a. Spanish man and woman took refuge 
witli him. The man's story was, " that he feared some great 
torment for not having repaired to the town, according to 
the governor's command, to assist in its defence, — and that 
the woman was his wife ". Whatever may have been the 
motives for their flight, Drake was too humane a man to 
refuse them the means of escape. 

Taking a final departure from Puerto Rico on the S5th of 
November, the fleet anchored under Cape de la ^'ela on thf 
last day of tlie month ; and on the morrow the troops were 
landed, and without resistance took possession of Rio de U 
Hacha, " one of the ancientest towns in all the main, al- 
though not very large ". Ailer a while the Sjianiarda " came 
in to talk of a ransom, but not to the general's liking " ; 
finding this negotiation fruitless, Drake went with some 150 
men by water to tlie Itancheria, six leagues distant, which 
was the station for the pearl fishery, and there a few soldier* 
were taken and many negroes, with some store of pearis and 
other pillage : after this an agreement was made that the 
Spaniards should pay 24,000 ducats for the ransom of the 
town, and one prisoner 4000 for his own. Four days elapsed: 
the ransom was then proffered in pearls ; but these wen 
rated so dear, that Drake refused to accept them, and sent 
them back, giving the Spaniards fom' hours to make a more 
satisfactory payment, or abide the consequence. His pro- 
ceeding here was more honourable than theirs ; for after a 
farther delay of two days, the governor having obtaioed a 
safe conduct, came into the town, and told Drake plainly 
that no ransom would be paid ; that the pearls had been 
offered without his command or consent ; and, in fact, tint 
he had drawn out the time in negotiations for no other intent 
* Hakluyt, 5S4. Lediaid, 311, 
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than to send intelligence to those towns which were not 
strong enough to defend themselves, that so they might 
secure their property by carrying it into the woods. How- 
ever incensed Drake may have been by this avowal (if it were 
actually made), he respected the word which he had given, 
and the Spaniard was allowed to depart in safety. * 

The vengeance which the invaders took was to bum the 
town and the Rancheria " clean down to the ground," the 
chm-ches only excepted, and the house of a lady, who wrote 
to Drake, requesting him to spare it. Proceeding now along 
the coast they came to Santa Martha, and found in the town 
nothing " but the houses swept clean " ; but in the course of 
the niglit the lieutenant-general of the Spaniards was taken, 
and a little booty brought in from the woods. That town 
also they burnt on the 31st, and on the 27th entered the 
harbour of Nombre de Dios. The place was abandoned at 
their approach ; but about 100 men kept the fort, played 
upon the invaders with a few small pieces of ordnance, 
waited till they could give also a voUey of small shot, and 
then, as the English were running to the assault, took to 
flight, and struck into the woods. " Tlie name of Nombre de 
Dios was greater tlian its strength," this fort being its only 
work of defence, "though they might have made it stronger 
if they would ". So the invaders thought : they soon dis- 
covered that the Spaniards relied, with sufficient wisdom, 
upon the attachment of the natives, the strength of the 
country, and its climate— being "very unhealthy as any 
place in the Indies," and its abundant fruits — being " very 
dangerous to be eaten for breeding of diseases ". The re- 
moval of property had been complete : nothing of any value 
had been left ; and " there was a show in their shops of 
great store of merchandise that had been then: ". Nothing 
fell into the conquerors' bands escept twenty tons of silver, 

I two bars of gold, some money, and other pillage which they 
• Hakiujt, 585. 
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found in u little watch-Iiuusc, on the summit of a hill, in ttic 
woods. • 

Drake remained here with the fl^et while Baskerville 
with 750 men went for Panama, on the second day iftef 
their arrival. Two days longer Drake waited, apparently, to 
see whether the Spaniards would ransom the town : they h«d 
either been strictly forbidden to do this, or they were too 
high-minded, or, perhaps, did not think it worth ransoming; 
for, though large, the houses were all built of timber, anil 
the single church, " which was very fair and large, was of no 
better materials ". On the last day of the yew he buret 
half the town, and the other lialf on tlie morrow, together 
(sith all the frigates, banjues, and galliots, which were in the 
harbour, or drawn up on the beach, where houses were built 
over them to keep the pitch from melting. BaskerriUe, 
meantime, found the march on which he had entered "to 
sore as never Englishman marched before": the way was very 
narrow, cut through the woods and rocks, and at that season 
full of mire and water ; and the enemy, knowing tbe ground 
well, played upon thera from every point of most advantage 
When they had advanced some ten leagues, according to 
their computation, which seems to have measured the distance 
by the difficulty, they came suddenly upon a fort in a mar- 
vellous strait way, by which they needs must pass, and 
from which, before they were aware, a fire was opened upon 
them, whereby more than twenty men, including four officers, 
were killed. This check made Baskerville come to a stand; 
and understanding then that if be succeeded in taking thit 
fortt there were two other such on tbe way, and that 

• Haliluyt, 586. 

f Fuller says ; " They had «o mucli of this tjceakfast, they thouglit dKr 
ihould surfeit of a dinner and supper of the same. No hope of coiupiatf 
except with cloying the jaivs of death, and Ihiuslbg men on tbe moollt 
of the cannon. Wherefore, fearing 10 find the proverb true, that gold 
may be bought too dtai, they returned to their shijta " (Wo/y Slali, 130J. 
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Panama had been rendered veiy strong, "the Spaniards 
knowing of their coming long before," he thought it neeea- 
sary to return ; for which resolution, mortifying as it was, 
there was this further urgent motive, that his men had no 
(ootl left, nor any means of getting it. There had either 
been great improvidence on his part in not being better pro- 
vided, or Drake had relied upon his old friends the Maroons, 
who on this occasion failed hiin. He returned, therefore, 
with a weary, hungry, and dispirited army to Nombre de 
Dios on the fourth day. * 

Nor was this the last disaster that befell this unfortunate 
expedition. There was an Indian settlement some half a 
league inland, toward wliich a detachment of about 100 men 
advanced, while Drake and Baskerville were with a watering 
party in the river about a mile distant. The Indians broke 
clown a bridge to impede their passage, and from an ambush 
killed an officei', and wounded several others ; then taking to 
flight, fired their own houses, thereby manifestijig the deep 
hatred against the English with which the Spaniards had now 
possessed them. On the 5th the fleet departed, having 
tarried there too long, and on the 10th anchored off an 
island called Esc u do, some thirty leagues westward of 
Nombre de Dios, and nine or ten from the main. There 
was good anchorage there, on fair saml, in twelve fathoms, 
■nd the island was covered with wood, and abounded with 
excellent water. Here they washed their ships, and set up 
the rest of their pinnaces. But this also was "a sickly 
climate, and given to much rain : one of the captains died 
here, and Drake began to keep his cabin, being extremely 
wck of a flux". Death was now busy in the fleet. Two 
more captains and the chief surgeon died of the prevailing 
■ickness. On the night of the •27lh, Drake's disease stopped 
on him, but there was no symptom of amendment. His 

I mind seems to have wandered at three in the morning ; "he 
• Hakloyt, 586, 587. 
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used some speeches a little before his death, risiiig md 
apparelling himself; but, being brought to his bed again, he 
died within an hour". Some have asserted that he w»s 
poisoned ;• but of this there is neither proof nor probability: 
the climate was poison enough, and a wounded spirit t taaj 
perhaps, have predisposed the body to imbibe it.J 

* " Sii Francis Drake," says Monson " wbo was wont to role tottOM 
now finding his enor, and the difference between the pTcsent slieDgtli d 
the Indies and what it was when he first knew it, grew melancholy upon 
this disappolnlmenl. and suddenly (and I hope naturally) died St PueBt 
Bello, not (ai fcom the place where he got his first reputation " (p. 167). 
And again (p. 368) : '• Fortune did much for him ; but al his death ibe 
was angry with him : first, in that there was a donbt whether it *u 
natural ; secondly (and the best hia friends can say), that it was csaid 
by giief, for failing of his expectation in that voyage ". 

Lopet de Vega represents his own people as giving him poison, at the 
instigation of One of the Furies. '* Drake," he says, "was aware of ihi) I 
intention, and would taste no food till it had been tasted ; upon whicJr ' 
they administered the poison en una midicina, and by that means 
reached his heart. 

" Mirad la desvenlura la tuina 

De aquel hombre atrevido y indomable 
Mirad que (riste genero de muerte J 

Del cuerpo el alma a Im infiemos vierte.** I 

Dragonlm, p. 47a, j 

tTbis was Fuller's opinion, who had heard the particulars from a 
kinsman of Drake's present in the expedition. His account is, that S« 
Francis's discontent began "to feed upon him. He conceived thai 
eipeeiaiion— a merciless usurer— xom puling each day since hisdcpanuie, 
enacted an interest and return of honour and profit proportionable u 
his great preparations, and transcending his fotmcr achievementa. He 
saw that all (he good which he had done in this voyage consisted io the 
evil be had done to the Spaniards afar off; whereof he could ptcient 
but small visible ptoofa in England. These apprehension b, accompwy 
ing, if not causing, the disease of the flux, wrought his sudden deiih. 
And sickness did not so much untie his clothes, as sorrow did rendu 
once the lobe of his mortality asunder " (p. 130}. 

} HaUuyt, 5S7, 588. 
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The fleet anchored the same dny at Puerto Bello ; and it 
ta in sight of that place " from whence he had borrowed bo 
Isrge a reputation by his fortunate successes " that Drake 
received a sailor's iiineral, * his body in a leaden coffin being 
committed to the deep, with the solemn service of the 
English Church, rendered more impressive by volleys of 
musketry, and firing of gims in all the ships of the fleet. 
He had made his will, appointing Thomas his brother and 
Captain Jonas Bodenham executors, and leaving all hii lands 
to that brother's son, except one manor, which he bequeathed 
to Bodenham, t 

The remaining history of the expedition may briefly be 
told. Baskerville succeeded to the command of the admiral, 
Bodenham to the Defiance. They found nothing to plunder 
at Puerto Bello and little to destroy. A council was held, 
and it was determined to " turn up ag-ain for Santa Martha," 
if by any means they could, otherwise to go directly for 
England ; their whole number at this time, sick and sound, 
amounting only to SOOO. Baskerville put all his prisoners 

• Instead of an epitaph, these verses were written on him :— 
" Whete Drake 6isi found, there last he lost his name, 
And for a tomb led nothing but hia fame. 
His body's buried under Eome great wave ; 
The Eca, that was his glory, is his grave : 
On whom an epitaph none can truly make. 
Fei who can say, ' Hm lies Sir Fiancia Drake ' ? " 
" Noi shall I here pass over in silence." Prince adds, " what another in 
ibose days added on the same occasion ;— 

" 'The waves became his winding sheet, the waters were his tomb; 
But for his fame the ocean sea was not sufficient room '." 
The notice of his death in the Indict ChronotogUo Piruanu is cuiioni 
fet its double error, and as showing how important a personage he 
appeared to the Spaniards: " El aiio dc 96 murid Francisco Draque el 
Coiario que dio tanto cuidado en ambos mares, Su inuete file de en- 
termedad en Portobelo. Su madre le abia parido en un navio en el mar, 
jr hie harto muriesse en lierra." 
t Haklnyt, 58S. 
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ashore ; an act of commendnble humanity on his part, for two of 
them hod been liberated on caiidition of retumiDg with the 
ransom agreed on for some of the rest, and nothing had been 
heard of them. It was an act of consideration also for those 
of his own people who were in the Spaniards' hands. As he 
was setting sail, tliere came one with a flag of truce, to Uf 
that, if he would tany eight or ten days, eighteen of hit 
men, who had been taken prisoners and well used, should bs 
brought to him from Panama. The Spaniards were probably 
sincere in this ; but the English supposed their offer wm 
meant only as " a delay to keep them there till the king's 
forces had come about by sea, as they daily expected " ; and, 
perhaps, they were as desirous of hastening from that deadly 
region as of escaping a conflict with a far superior force, 
they departed ; and not being able to hold their course for 
Santa Martha, fell in off tbe Jsle of Pinos with twenty sail, 
which having been refreshed at the Havannah, were then 
standing for Cape de los Corrientes. This was a third part 
of the Carthagena fleet, which was sent out with instructions 
to seek the English with its wliole force wheresoever they 
might be heard of. " As soon as they descried ua," says the 
writer, "they kept close upon a track, thinking to get the 
wind of us, but we weathered tliem. And when our admiral 
with all the rest of our fleet were right in the wind's 
thera. Sir Thomas Baskervillc putting out the queen's armt, 
and all the rest of our fleet their bravery, bare i-ooni » 
them, and commanded the Defiance not to shoot, but to keep 
close by to succour him. The vice-admiral of the Spaniu 
being a greater ship than any of ours, and the best sailer in 
all their fleet, luffed by and gave the Covcord the two firrt 
great shot, which she repaid presently again. Thus the li^t 
began: the Bonaveiilura bare full with her, ringing her Rich 
a peal of ordnance and small shot withal, that he left ber 
with torn sides. The admiral, also, made no spare of p 
and shot But the D^aiice, in the midst of the Spaniab Btti, 
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^^nundering (iff her ordnance snd xnviH shot, continued the 

^^P^ht to the end ; so that th(^ vicc-admirTkl and three or four 

^p<if her consorts were forced to tuck abnut to tlie eastward, 

^f leaving their admiral and the rest of the fleet, who came 

^ not so holly into the fight as the]- did. The fight continued 

two hours and better. At sunset all the fleet tacked about 

to the eastward : we continued our course to the westward. 

That nighl, some half hour after, their fleet keeping upon 

their weather quarter, we saw a mighty smoke rise out of 

one of their great ships which stayed behind, which happened 

by means of powder, as we think ; and presently after she 

was all on a light 6re, and so was consumed, ftud all burnt, 

«s we might well perceive." " 

The English were evidently so weak that they did not 
seek a renewal of the action, and the Spaniards were glad to 
shun it. Baskerville touched at Flores on his way home, and 
there landed two Portuguese pilots whom they had taken 
with them from England. They reached Plymouth early in 
May ; and as the expedition had utterly disappointed the 
expectation which had been encouraged of its success, 
Baakerville seems to have obtained little credit t for the con- 
cluding action in which he had deserved much. If Hawkins 
and Drake had returned, their characters, and the signal 
services which both had formerly performed, were such, that 

■ Hakluyt. sSS. 589. 

t Camden lays : " BaBltecville and Troughton. the latter in the vice- 
admiral, Ihe other in the admiial, did eo entertain the SpsniBtds, that 
with tmall I0BS received and grealei given [if a man may believe ihem), 
oar fleet escaped" (502). Monson's account is not more favourable: 
" Baakerville," he says, " met and fought with a fleet of Spain ; though 
not long, by reason of the sickness and weakness of his men. Tbii fleet 
was sent to take the advantage of ours on its return ; thinking, as indeed 
it happened, that Ihey should And them both weak and in want: but 
^vtite Rwifmesa of our ships, in which we had the advantage of the 
^h^aniards. pieseived us " (t67). Monson here ascribes to the ships what 
^H|ma due 10 the courage of the sailors. 
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they would have retained their place in the queen's judgment 
and soon have recovered it in the opinion of the peoj^eH 
There were no two rommandcrs in that age whose nuncM 
inspired their followers with more confidence, or struck M 
much fear into their enemies. Drake, indeed, has attained 
the highest degree of fame : no other military or naval name 
is so universally known among his countrymen ; and it is the 
only one of modem history which has acquired in loo) 
tradition a sort of mythological celebrity. This protwUfi 
originated with the Spaniards, who may truly be said to hax 
honoured his memory in the bitterness of their enmity 
wards him. Two days' hofidays were kept at Panama for 
death and damnation ; and the most popular of the S] 
poets composed an epic poem to revile him. It waa likclj,; 
according to a Spaniard's belief, that being a heretic 
should have dealings with the devil ; that notion 
them from feeling any mortification at his i 
they imputed to the devil's aid ; and it enhaneed 
exultation over the failure of his last expedition, which thef 
considered as the triumph of their religion over heresy 
magic. The imputation of magic, when it reached his 
country, was readily received, not by the Hispanioliud 
Romanists alone, with whose persuasions political and re- 
ligious it accorded, but by the common people also, wb« 
believed that there was a white as well as a black art migit; 
and that Drake, like Shakespeare's Prospero, and Friw 
Bacon and Bungay, with whom they were better acquainted, 
employed the spirits under his command only in good wotb- 

'The fables which have been grafled upon this belief 
fanciful enough fur the legend of a British or Irish saint 
According to the popular traditions of the western countift 
it was not by his skill as an engineer, and the munificeRl e*- 
penditure of wealth the which he had so daringly obtained, tlitt 
Drake supplied Plymouth with fresh water ; but by moiiiitliil 
his horse, riding about Dartmoor till he cnme to a qalif 
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Buflicieiitly copious for his design, then wheeling round, 

pronouncing gome magical words, and galloping back Into 

I the town, with the stream in full flow, and forming its c 

L channel at the horse's heels. Nor was it with the queen's 

Ljihips that he defied and baffled the Invincible Annada, but by 

iece of wood and cutting it in pieces over the side 

n vessel, when every chip as it fell into the sea 

man of war. There is another version of this 

iniracle, — that he was playing at kala (or skittles) on the 

; at Plymouth, when tidings came that the Spanish fleet 

sailing into the harbour, and that he heard the I 

pwithout the slightest emotion, and played out his game. 

■ But when that was ended he called for a block of wood and 

I an axe, bored his arms, chopped the block into smaller 

[■ pieces, and threw them into the sea, when every piece 

became a fine ship, and presently formed a fleet by which 

Utile enemy were attacked and destroyed. 

To sail round the world was in the popular belief an ad- 
3iture of the most formidable kind, and not to be per- 
med by plain sailing, but by reaching the end of this 
Hind flat earth, and there shooting the gulf, which is the 
rdy passage from one side of the world to the other : Drake 
liot the gulf, one day : when on the other side, he asked his 
f any of them knew where they were, a boy mode 
aswer that he knew, and that they were then just under 
iiOndon Bridge : upon which, stung by jealousy, Drake ex- 
aimed, " Hast thou too a devil ? If I let thee live there 
Hill then be one greater man than myself " ; and with that 
! threw him overboard. When Sir Francis left home to 
mbark for this long voyage, upon taking leave of his wife, 
e told her that if he did not return within a certain number 
f years she might conclude him to be dead, and consider 
lenelf at liberty to take a second husband. One version 
hes the terni at seven years, another at ten. During those 
Madam Drake, though assailed by many suitors, 




remained true as Penelo|>e to her absent lord ; but after Uie 
tenn had expired, she accepted an offer. One of Dnke's i 
ministering spirits, whose charge it was to coaver to hint irtj 
intelligence in which he was nearly concerned, brought hiia 
the tidings. Immediately he loaded one of his great guntr 
and Rred it right down through the globe on one side, 
up on the other, with so true an aim, that it made its 
into the church, between the two parties most concerned, 
just as the marriage service was beginning. " It conies froa 
Drake ! " cried the wife to the now unbrided bridegroom 
" he is alive ! and there must be neither troth nor ring 
between thee and me." This is the Devonshire tradition at 
the " old warrior," as they call him, and his Isdy. The Slorj 
in Somersetshire is, tlint as they were on the way to chiirck 
a huge round stone fell from the sky, close by the intended 
bride, and alighted upon the train of her gown. She Mid, 
" It came from my husband," and immediately turned back; 
and it was not long before he returned, and, imitating Guj, 
Earl of Warwick, asked alms of her at his own door io 
disguise : a smile betrayed that he was telling a feigned 
tale, and the Giithftil wife recognised him, and fell upon hit 
neck. It is said that the stone still remains upon the estatt 
where it fell ; that it is there used as a weight upon tlw 
harrow ; and is so well contented with this usage, uncei^ 
monious as for so extraordinary a relic it may be deemed, 
that if it be removed from the estate, it always retnim 
thither, no person knows how. 

This is the latest instance in which such fictions have been 
invented unconnected with Romish fraud or sectitrian fana- 
ticism ; and it shows how strongly the romantic character of 
Drake's exploits, nnd the extraordinary celebrity which he 
obtained, impressed the imagination of his countrymen. He 
left a widow, Eliiabeth, daughter and sole heiress of Sir 
George Sydenham, of Combe-Sydenham, in the county of 
Devon : she afterwanls married William Courtenay, E»q„ of 
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Powderham Castle. He had no children, and of his eleven 
brothers nine nlso died childless. The property which he 
left was much diminished by a prosecution which the crown 
instituted against his exee-.itor Thomas Drake, for what is 
said to have beeo " a pretended debt " : it would have been 
becoming in the government to have relinquished even ajust 
claim, Drake, however, though a bountiful man, possessed 
the virtue of economy ; and the estate which remained 
placed his nephew in such a .station that he was created a 
baronet by James I., and represented the county of Devon 
in the beginning of the ensuing reign. Sir Francis himself 
was twice returned to Parliament for 13ossiney alias Tintagal 
ID Cornwall, afterwards for Plyniouth. He was of low stature, 
but well set ; his chest broad, his hair a fine brown, his beard 
full and comely, his head remarkably round, his eyes large 
and clear, his complexion fair, and the expression of his fresh 
■nd cheerful countenance open and engaging. His temper 
was quick, and he is said to have been " hard to be recon- 
ciled " ; but the same strength of feeling made him constant 
in friendship. The gift of eloquence he possessed in a re- 
markable degree, and was fond of displaying it. One who 
served under him says that he was ambitious to a fault; and 
the vanity which usually accompanies that sin laid him open 
to flattery : but he encouraged and preferred merit wherever 
he found it ; and his affable manners gave him a sure hold 
upon the affections of his men, while they had the most 
[lerfect conRdence in his unrivalled skill as a seaman, and 
his never-failing promptitude in all cases of emergency. At 
all times he was a willing hearer of every man's opinion ; but 
for the most part — as a truly great man for the moat part 
must be — a follower of his own. 

Hawkins led the way to the West Indies, Drake to the 
South Sea ; opening thereby a course for adventurers who at 
length rivalled the vikingar in atrocity. The effect upon the 
Spanish colonies was most injurious ; for rising and flourish- 
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ing settlements were some subverted, and others removed 
into the interior, to be beyond the reach of a descent : hereby 
much growing civilisation was destroyed, and the people J 
were withdrawn from the influence of maritime commcK;^ 
which is of all tilings most conducive to its process. The 
expeditions undertalcen in Elizabeth's reign against the 
Spaniards are said to have produced no advantage to England 
in any degree commensurate with the cost of money and 
expense of life with which they were performed, thou;eh 
great evil was inflicted upon the enemy. If tbe advant<.ge 
were to be calculated by the rule of profit and loss, and 
consisted only in tangible gain, this would be undeniable ; 
but the e fleets produced upon the navy and upon the national, 
character must be taken into the account. In these expedi- . 
tions it was that those seamen were trained by whose skill, so 
far as human skill was rendered instrumental in our deliver- 
nnee, the Spanish armada was averted from our shores ; and a 
succession of such seamen has from that time l>een oniD- 
terruplcdly maintained from generation to generation. 




THOMAS CAVKNDISH 

THE roost successful of oil those r.dventurera who followed 
in Drake's track ivas Thomas Cavendish, who was bom 
to A large possession and a fine mansion at Trimley St. 
Martin, in the county of Suffolk. Having in a few years 
almost consumed his whole estate in extravagance, and 
following the court, he " thought to recover himself by a 
voyage into the South Sea, at a time when the war having 
openly begun it was lawful to make any spoil upon the 
Spauiards ". This resolution was taken while he had yet 
means enough remair.Ing from the waste of his fortune to 
build from the stocks one ship of 120 and one of 60 tons, to 
purchase a barque of 40, fit them out, and victual them for 
two years; and with 1 23 persons of all sorts in this little 
squadron he sailed from Plj-mouth on the 21st of July, 1586. 
The names of his vessels were the Desire, the Content and 
the Hugh Gal/ant. 

They made the Canaries on the 5th of August, and on the 
26lh anchored at Sierr.i I.eone. The next day two negroes 
came aboard, but not without first requiring that a hostage 
should be sent ashore for their own seciirity ; for European 
villainy had taught them the necessity of such a precaution. 
They informed him by signs that there was a Portuguese ship 
farther up the river ; and the Hugh Gallant was sent after 
her ; but, after going three or four leagues up, returned for 
want of a pilot, " for the harbour runneth up three or four 
leagues more, and is of a marvellous breadth, and very 
dangeroaa ". On the morrow some of the men went ashore, 
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and played and danced all the forenoon with the negroes, 
with a view to learning some good news of the ship on which 
they had fixed their hopes. They spied a Portuguese among 
the bushes, whom they seized and carried aboard : the 
account of the navigation which they obtained from him 
convinced them that it was prudent to leave the ship un- 
molested ; " Whereupon," says Master Francis Pretty, of Ely 
in Suffolk, a gentleman employed in the voyage, " we went 
not to seek her, because we knew he told us the truth ; for 
we bound him, and made him fast, and so examined him". 
Whether this means that they tortured him is uncertain, 
and is of little consequence to the character of this com- 
mander. Cavendish landed the nest day with some seventy 
men, and for no assigned provocation attacked the n^ro 
town, burnt some of the houses, and took what little spoil 
was worth taking. In consequence, when his people wen 
watering and washing " very quietly afterwards, tlicy were 
suddenly attacked, many of them hurt, and one mortally 
wounded ". * 

They now sailed for Brazd, went in between the Island of 
St Sebastians and the shore, landed, and remained then 
from the 1st of November to the 23rd, building a pinnace, 
re]>airing their casks and completing their water. Whilt 
they were thus employed, a canoe, bound from Rio dc 
Janeiro to San V'icenle, fell into their hands. One Portu- 
guese was on board, with sis naked Indian slaves. The Portu 
guese knew the master of the admiral, who had been at St 
Vicente in the Minion of London five years before. Ther» 
was an Englishman residing then at the port, probably thi 
first of his nation who settled in Braxil : by his meant 
Cavendish thought to obtain fresh provisions, little caring tn 
what after account his countryman might be called fi* 
communicating with him ; so pretending to the Portuguese 



' Hakluyt, iii., 803, 804. Biuney, i' 
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that they were raerchiintd, and would gladly traffic with him, 
be set him at liberty, on condition of hia carrying a letter 
to Whital, and returning with an answer, or sending one in 
ten days. The distance was about twenty leagues. But 
the merchant seems to have been too wary to hold any inter- 
course with so suspicious a squadron .- nothing more was 
heard of the messenger ; and Cavendish, having despatched 
his business, sailed toward the south, and on the 17th of 
December anchored in a harbour, which he named Port 
Desire, the discovery of which is the only one of any im- 
portance that can be attributed to him. * This being a good 
place for laying the ships aground, they " graved and 
trimmed them " there, finding, meantime, " marvellous good 
meat " in the young seals, which, " being roasted or boiled, 
were hardly to be known from lamb or mutton " ; and in 
le penguins, which burrowed in the ground like rabbits, t 
The greatest inconvenience in this port was the want of 
fireah water. The best they could obtain was by digging, 
and that proved brackish ; and some of their people, while 
engaged at this well, were attacked with bows and arrows by 
about fifty Indians. Two of them were severely wounded, 
and the savages were pursued in vain by Cavendish himself 
and some twenty men. These Indians had old wrongs to 
avenge, and nothing is more tenaciously remembered in that 
stage of society. On the 6th of Jani:ary Cavendish arrived 
at the entrance of the straits, and in the evening anchored 
□ear what is called the first Angostura, or Strait of the Straits. 
During the night lights were observed on the north shore, 
apparently intended as signals to the ships, and lights 
accordingly were shown as answers. In the morning Caven- 
dish went himself in a boat to thiit side of the strait, and 
three men were seen on the shore waving a white flag. 
Upon this the boat stood in : it was asked, in Spanish, what 
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ships they were ? and answered in the same language tlut 
they were English, bound for Peru. Bitterly, no doubt, dis- 
appointed by this reply, the Spaniards were silent, till the 
F-nglish spokesman told them that if they chose to embark, 
the general would cnrrj- them to Peru. To this the reply 
wan. that they would Dot trust themselves to the Engliib 
for fear they should be thrown into the sea. The interpreter 
made answer they might very well trust themselves, for the 
English were better Christians than they. With this the 
boat put off, leaving them to abide by their own determina- 
tion. But they presently considered that it were better at 
any risk to embark than remain where they must inevitably 
perish ; and they called after the boat, which put back, took 
one of them aboard, Tomd Hernandez by name, and Mfain 
pushed off, not receiving the other two. Hernandez en- 
treated that they also might be taken, in reply to which 
Cavendish inquired how many Spaniards there were in those 
parts ? The answer was, twelve more men and three women. 
Cavendish then bade hira tell his companions to go to them, 
and bid them all come and embark, and he would wait for 
them. With this joyful message the poor men went their 
way. But when Cavendish got on board again, the wind was 
&ir for advancing up the straits : he ordered the anchois to 
be taken up ; and not thinking it proper to lose, even for 
two or three hours, a feir wind for the sake of humanity, 
sailed away. • 

These men belonged to an expedition, which, in conse- 
quence of Drake's appearance in the South Sea, had been 
sent from Spain to fortify the strait, and form settlements 
there. The viceroy of Peru, D. Francisco de Toledo, appre- 
hending, from the daring conduct of such an enemy, and 
that enemy an English heretic, that nothing less than the 
Spanish dominion in those seas, with the property, bodiet, 

• Viagt at Ettritke, cK., Dcclaracion de Tome Hernantlei, ivi.-nm. 
Buiney, iL, 67-70. Hakluyt, 806. 
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Uld souls of the inhabitants, was at stake, • llatl with great 
peraonal exettions and extraordinaiy speed despatched Captain 
Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa, with two ships, to survey the 
strait, and take especial notice of all places therein which 
appeared convenient for a settlement, or to be fortified for 
guarding the passage. When this service was performed he 
was to send one ship back with ndvices to Lima, and proceed 
Id the other to Spain to lay the business before the king 
and the supreme council of the Indies. Part of his initructions 
was, that he was to take and carry away some of the natives, 
in order to acquire by that means some knowledge of their 
language. Sarmiento, though abandoned by his consort, 
completed with great diligence and ability the service on 
which he was sent. He marked two points near the eastern 
entrance, in the narrowest part, as well adapted for defence ; 
the breadth at the westernmost being a geographical league 
and a half, at the easternmost less than half a league ; and 
he made it known to all men by a declaration, a copy of 
which was buried there in an earthen jar at the foot of a 
cross, which he erected pursuant to the usual form of taking 
n, that " having, in conformity to the viceroy's in- 
structions, taken our most serene I^dy, the Virgin St. Mary, 
for the advocate and patroness of this voyage, for that reason, 
and because of the wonders which, through her intercession, 
had been wrought in its behalf, he had given to the strait 
formerly called after Magellan the name of Estrecho de la 
Madre de Dios,— the Strait of the Mother of God ". t 

When Sarmiento arrived in Spain he proposed that both 
shores of the ensteni Angostura should be fortified, whereby, 
in his opinion, the passage would be completely defended ; 
and he represented that there were places witiiin the strait 
convenient for the settlement of colonies. Tlie Duke of 
Alva opposed the project, though his own son had originated 
it: "if a ship," he said, "only carried out anchors and cables 
• Viage, tic, 4, t IbU., 239. Bnrney, li., 39. 
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enough for her security against the stonns in thnt pnrt of the 
world, she would go well laden". But it was believed by the 
Spanish government at that time that the English 
making preparations for establishing themselves in the strait, 
and so taking possession of the pRs.suge ; and under this belief 
an armament of twenty-three ships and 3500 men 
equipped at Seville for South America. Diego Flores de 
Valdes was appointed commander ; and with the whole fleet, 
which was formed into three divisions, each for a separate 
service, he was first to sail for the straits, and there ; 
Sarmiento in planting the projected colony, for the use of 
which one division was allotted. That done, another division 
was to proceed to Chili, and the third put back to Braiil. 
This expedition sailed at the autumnal etjuinax, against the 
pilots' remonstrance, but by peremptory orders from the 
government ; and on the eighth day ntler leaving Seville, 
while yet near their own coast, live of the ships went down io 
a violent storm from the S.W., and 800 men perished. The 
remainder put back to Cadiz in distress, two of them being 
totally disabled for service." 

It was December before the fleet, now reduced in number 
to sixteen, was again ready for sea ; and as the season wu 
thought loo far advanced for their proceeding directly to the 
strait, they were ordered to winter at Rio de Janeiro. Sar- 
miento and other officers objected against this port, because 
the ships, while lying there, would be liable to much injury 
from the worm. This objection, like that of the pilots it 
their first outset, was disregarded. The fleet sailed, stoppetl 
a month at the Cape de Verds, and look from thence a dise»se 
which carried off 150 men during the passage to Brazil, where 
they arrived toward the end of March : as many more 
while they remained at the Kio, and many of the intended 
tettlers (happily for themselves) deserted, and remained ui ■ 

* Burney, 45, 46. 
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tifood country. Here the frames of a biigantine and launch. 
Intended for service in the strait, were set up, and thoee of 
two wooden houses were made for immediate use on their 
arrival there. But the evil which Sarmiento anticipated took 
place ; the ships were attacked by the worm ; several became 
leaky ; one was abandoned as unserviceable ; and when, at 
the end of November, the fleet proceeded on its destination, 
the brigantine and launch were lost in the first boisterous 
weather ; and one of the largest ships, of 500 tons, with most 
of the stores for the new colony on board, and 350 persong, 
twenty of whom had embarked as female settlers, sprung so 
&tal a leak, that before any assistance could reach her she 
went down. Disheartened by this last calamity, Valdea put 
bock toward Brazil, and, before he reached the island of St. 
Catalioa, another of his ships was wrecked on the coast. 
After some dispute between the commanders it was at length 
agreed to make another attempt ; but three of the largest 

■ (hips were now in too shattered a state for such a service, 

■ and they were led here with 300 of the sick and least 
V ' lerviceable men, and with orders to return to the Rio.* 

T Once more this unfortunate fleet set forth for the strait, 
and as they were leaving the island another ship got on a 
hank, and was wrecked. Sarmiento's vessel became leaky 
and unfit for proceeding : it was again taken into considera- 
tion what should be done, and, against the opinion of Valdes, 
the determination was to persevere ; but it wm-s agreed that 
the part of the force which was intended for Chili, and which 
was now contained in three vessels, should make for the 
Plata, and from thence proceed to their destination by land. 
The remainder of the fleet, now reduced to five, arrived on 
the 7th of February in the mouth of the strait, and cast 
anchor in the first Angostura. During the night they were 
forced out by a gale of wind ; and after beating about till the 

* Burney, 47, 48, 
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cdU of MitTch, without being able to regain an entrance, 
Valdes returned in despair to Rio de Janeiro. There they 
found four ships from Spain, laden with stores for their use, 
and bringing letters which exhorted the chiefs to persever- 
ance. Valdes, however, quitted the command, and sailed 
for Europe, leaving Diego de ta Ribera to act in his rtesd. 
On the Snd of December the expedition again sailed, cod- 
siating now of five ships and 330 souls. They arrived safely 
in the strait on the tst of February, passed the first Angosturn, 
and anchore<l between it and the second ; but the ebb tide 
forced them from their nnchora, and carried thera back into 
the open sea. They anchoreil again close to Cape tie Ua 
Virgenes, and because Ribem would risk no farther loss of 
time, there Ihey began to disembark. Three himdrcd 
persons had landed, when, on the 5th, a gale of wind com- 
pelled the ships to quit the anchorage ; on regaining it one 
of them ran aground within the entrance, and was wrecked: 
the people, artillery, and provisions were saved, but the 
provisions damaged. Before all the stores could be landcti, 
Itibcra, with three ships, left the strait during the night, anJ 
letumed to it no more. He has been reproached as if he 
bad wilfully abandoned the settlers, and sailed for Spain; 
but it is more likely that he wna forced from his anchors, anil 
that his people, finding the opportunity favourable, iniiitetl 
upon bending their course for Spain. * 

Sarmiento was now left with one ship, 400 men, thirty 
women, and eight months' provisions. He laid tfae faund»- 
tiiin of a town near the entrance, on tlie north side, mil 
named it the City of the Name of Jesus, la Ciadad Htl Nombrt 
de Jesus. Leaving Andres de Viedma in the command there 
with 150 men, he sent the ship to Point St. Anna, which Is 
on the same shore, about twenty-five Spanish leagues with- 
in the first Angostura, while he, with 100 men, proceeded 

• Uurney. 50 52. 
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thither by land. During a difficult aiid inauspicious inarch 
akinnishes took place with the Indians, whom he should have 
nought by every possible me&ns to conciliate: several of his 
own people were wounded, and one of their chiefs killed. 
Near the point he founded his second town, which he called 
San Felipe: the situation was well chosen. There was a port 
with good anchorage, from whence a boat could reach the 
first Angostura in one tide ; there was a fresh-water river, 
the country was well wooded, the port abounded with fish, 
«iid the shore with birds ; but the snow which, during the 
month of April, fell for fifteen days, without intermission, 
tnade the unfortunate Spaniards apprehend what sort of 
winter they might expect in this inhospitable region. This, 
however, was to be their abiding place : they surrounded it 
with a strong palisade, and at each of its three entrances, one 
towards the port, the other towards the interior, planted two 
pieces of artillery. Sarmiento, nevertheless, found it neces- 
■ary for his own security to sleep every night on board, 
lest the dissatisfaction which was felt toward him as the 
promoter of so disastrous an undertaking should break into 
open mutiny, and end in his destruction. In fact, he was 
secretly informed that a soldier, by name Juan Rodriguez, 
and Alonso Sanchez, a secular priest, had formed a conspiracy 
for murdering him, seizing the ship, and escaping in it to 
Brazil. Of this information he made such good use, that 
he got Rodriguez, the priest, and three others of the ring- 
leaders, on board, and charged them with their guilt. They 
confessed it : the four lay culprits were taken ashore, labelled 
as traitors on their shoulders ; they were beheaded back- 
wards for the greater infamy, and their heads exposed upon 
poles. The priest was kept prisoner on board. This execu- 
tion is said to have made the settlers quiet and peaceable ; 
and Sarmiento, with thirty men, left them for Nombre de 
Jesus on the 35tli of May : his intention was tu give direc- 
tions for fortifying the Angosturas, to convey more settlers 
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to S&n Feli)>c, and then sai] for Chili iu order to obtain 
supplies. • 

He reached Nombre cle Jesus, was driven IVum his anchm- 
age, and, after contending twenty days against the weather, 
saw that hi« only course must be to steer for Brazil, and then 
obtain provisions, which it was now impossible for him to seek 
in Chili. It was midwinter in those regions when he arrived 
at Rio de Janeiro. There he pro<-ured a bnrtjue, loaded btr 
with meal, and, leaving directions for her to sail at the proper 
season, proceeded along the coast in search of further supplies ; 
hia ship was driven ashore and wrecked, many of the crew 
perished, and he himself with dilficulty escaped on a plank. 
He procured another barque, freighted her with necessariet 
for hia colony, and sailed in her from the Rio ; hut when he 
liad got as far as 39° S. a storm compelled him to throw everj'- 
thing overboard, and return to the port from whence he hid 
departed more than seven weeks before; and where he found 
that the vessel which he h.id first despatched had put back 
without effecting her passage. Hitherto Sarmiento, when he 
reflected upon his multiplied disappointments, could call none 
but the elements unkind ; but the Portuguese governors were 
now weary of his solicitations : they had learned &om Spain 
that both he and his undertaking were out of favour there; 
Ribera having reported on his return that the strait was tnoic 
than a league across in its narrowest part, and that if a ship 
had wind and current in her favour no ordnance on shore 
could stop her. Sarmiento, therefore, as a lost resource, 
sailed for Spain, there to justify his own statements, and, it 
may be hoped, to urge upon the government the duty of 
taking some measures for the relief of the miseKble settlen. 
After his departure, the governor of the Rio sent one ship 
with supplies for them ; but this vessel also was driven back, 
and no farther effort was made for their relief, either by Uk 
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colonial govemore or Spain ; those in America, upon whom 
aay responsibility might be supposed to lie, tronsferreil it in 
their owo minds etx^li from himself to Hnother ; and all, no 
doubt, rested in the persuasion, that the Spanish government, 
having planted the colony, would take all neecssary measurea 
for preserving it. But in Spain ample provision having been 
made in fitting out the expedition, the possibility of so many 
losses, and of such repeated failures, had evidently never 
been considered as it ought. If Sarmiento's ill fortune bad 
not still pursued him, his personal representations might, 
probably, have produced some effect in Spain. But he was 
captured by some English cruisers off the Azores, and carried 
to &igland ; and though Elizabeth, it is said, gave him his 
liberty, after an interview in which she conversed with him in 
Latin, provided him with a passport, and presented him with 
1000 crowns, various misadventures retarded lor some yean 
his return to his own country. And from the time he left 
the straits no vessel reached them till Cavendish appeared 
there." 

There are few tales in colonial history more calamitous 
than the fate of this forlorn and forsaken colony. Sarmiento 
had left them at the end of May, In August (which cor- 
responds to our Fcbruarj-, and is, therefore, one of the 
severest months in that miserable climate), the settlers at 
Nombre de Jesus thought it necewary to remove to San 
Felipe. Thither, accordingly, they went by land ; but 
Viedma, who commanded there, having no provisions for 
such increased numbers, sent 200 men back under Juan 
Iniguez, to support themselves as they coidd by picking up 
shell fish, and in other ways, and to be on the look-out for a 
ship with succours. Spring and summer passed, and no 
relief: winter was approaching ; and lest those at San Felipe, 
who had thus long endured, should irreniediably perish of 
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huuger, M they must if they remained there, Vtedma built 
two boats, embarked in them with all the survivors there, 1 
then reduced to fifty men, live women, a friar, Sarmiento't 
nephew, Juan Suarez, and Viedma himself. They had 
proceeded some six leagues toward Nombre de Jesus, when . 
one of the boats got upon a reef and was lost. The people | 
were saved ; but in so hopeless a situation that it was deemed J 
best for Viedma to return in the other boat with the friar fl 
and twenty men, and for the remainder to remain where 
they got to shore, hut themselves there, and find provisioiu 
as they could. The seals and penguins, of which our navi- 
gators made such use, were inaccessible to them ; and they 
divided themselves into small parties of three or four, for 
the better chance of finding wherewith to prolong a wretched 
existence. When summer eame, and Viedma collected the 
survivors, only fifteen men and three women were left ; ani J 
with these Viedma was endeavouring to reach Nombre de m 
Jesus when the English ships appeared. They had passed I 
on their way many dead bodies of their countrymen. • 

The utter want of compassion with which Cavendish left 
these poor wretches to their fate, after he had promised to 
take them on board, excited no animadversion tn his own 
times. The single Spaniard, who was fortunate eDough to 
escape with him, relates it without any expression of feeling: 
the weather was fair for sailing, he says, and he did not 
choose to wait. Whether there were any sun-ivors at thai 
time at Nombre de Jesus is not known ; probably not ; for it 
may well be supposed that they also would have made signals 
to the ships. An English vessel which entered the strait in 
the year following took one Spaniard on board near San I 
Felipe; he had supported himself with his gun, having long fl 
lived in a house by himself, being the last survivor of these J 
poor colouists i and, except Hernandez, the only one who* 
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escaped irom the deplorable situation in which their govern- 
ment hud first placed and then abandoned them. All that 
is known of the others, whom Caveodish might have saved, 
is that their intention was to travel towards the Plata, and 
that they must have perished on the way. 

At San Felipe, which had been founded for the sole pur- 
pose of securing the passage of the strait against all foreigners, 
the English ships "watered and wooded well and quietly, 
and veniained there five days thus employed ". The journal- 
ist of Cavendish's voyage says, " they had contrived their 
city very well, and seated it in the best place of the straits 
■ fiir wood and water". By his account there were four forts, 
^Beach having one cast piece : the pieces had been dismantled 
^Fand buried, but the English dug for them, and " had them 
»ll". "They had built their churches apart," he says, "and 
they had laws very severe," of which the gibbet bore cei"- 
tain proof. But all attempts to raise provision having failed, 
their stores being consumed, and game rendered so scarce 
ftnd wild tliat it was hopeless for men, in their weak state, to 
go in search of it, they had "died like dogs in their houses, 
and in their clothes". Thus the survivors, when they took 
their miserable departure, had left them ; and thus they were 
found by Cavendish, who named the place, in memorial of 
their fete. Port Famine. That name it still retains in English 
charts ; the Spaniards themselves have adopted it, and Ptterlei 
de Hambre marks in their maps the place where the Ciudad 
de San Felipe had been founded I 

Cavendish buried one of his men on the northern shore. 
This was the only loss that he sustained in the passage ; but 

Iicted inconsiderately toward the natives, believing them 
le treacherous cannibals, on the report of Hernandez, and 
ng that they had fastened knives and pieces of swords to 
r spears.'* Instead of endeavouring to make them under- 
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stand that tlie English were not their enemies, like the 
Spaniards, he ordered his men to fire upon them after some 
friendly intercourse hsd previously taken place ; and in this 
unprovoked attaek many were killed. He entered the South 
Sea on the 24th of February, with a favourable wind ; and in 
the middle of March a party landed on the !sle of Mocht, 
near the coast of Chili, "where the Indians attacked them 
with bows and arrows, but were marvellous wary of the 
calivers ". The English supposed these to be Araucani^ 
whose heroic efforts in defence of their country the Spaniatdt 
themselves had rendered famous ; recording at the same time 
the magnanimity of their enemies and their own atrocious 
cruelty. Cavendish landed next on the Island of St. Maris 
with seventy men, where they were mistaken for Spaniards, 
submissively received, and "plentitnlly supplied with wheat 
and barley ready threshed, as fair, as clean, and every way u 
good as any in England ; and with potato roots very good to 
eat," all stored in vessels, and lodged in storehouses, as tribute 
for the Spaniards, who had erected a church there. In addi- 
tion to these welcome supplies, the Indians brought them 
hogs, fowls, maize, and dried dog fish ; and Cavendish, iu 
return, entertained some of the chief people on board, and 
made them merry with wine.* 

Missing Valparaiso, where he meant to have stopped, 
Cavendish anchored about seven leagues N. of that port, in 
Puerto de Quintero. A herdsman who was sleeping on the 
brow of the hill at this time awoke ; and seeing three ships, 
was observed to catch a horse that was grazing near, and to 
ride away as fast as he could. The general landed with 
thirty men: before he had been an hour on shore, tbree 
horsemen came galloping toward them sword in hand ; hut 
stopped short at respectful distance. He sent two of Hi* 
people with Hemandes toward them : they made signs tl 
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on]y one should approach, and without arms. Hemand^K 
went ; and after much talk returned, telhng Cavendish that 
he Iiiul parleyed with them concerning provisions, and had 
been prumised as uiuch as might be wanted. He was sent 
•b>ck to complete the negotiation, and a man with him ; but, 
AS before, the Spaniards made signs that they would not hold 
parley with two persons ; Hernandez was again trusted ; and 
beiitg at some distance from tlie English^ after a tew words 
he leaped up behind one of his countrymen, and rode oS*; 
" for all his deep and damnable oaths which he had made," 
■ays Pretty, "continually to our general and all his company, 
never to forsake him, but to die on his side before he would 
be false. Our gencraj, seeing how he was dealt withal, 
filled water all that day with good watch, and carried it 
rlboard ; and night being come, he determined nest day to 
!wnd into the country to find their town, and take the spoil 
bf it, and fire it if it could be found." In this he failed; the 
'party which was ordered upon the service discovering nothing 
'but great store of cattle which were " wonderful wild, and of 
liorse which were unhandled," and of dogs as wild as the 
cattle, on which they fed. They returned after a whole day's 
march, without loss, though without success in their search 
for the town. But on the morrow, as they were carelessly 
■icatering about a quarter of a mile from the shore, a strong 
'party of horsemen, who had been too cautious to attack them 
n they were on their guard the preceding day, surprised 
them, and twelve* of the English were cut off; of these 

* Pretty atatea the loss at twelve, and gives the names of all and a( 

the ships 10 which they belonged. He says the prisoners were rescued, 

and that some twenty-four Spaniards were killed in the skirmish, which 

continued an hour. Hernandei says no Spaniard was hurt, twelve 

English were lulled, and nine taken ; and he mentions the execution of 

H six of these; the others, perhaps, called themselves Roman Catholics. 

^k'-Umiial Bumey thinks this may have been an act of vengeance Ibr the 

B'Bpaniuds in the ntraii, whom Cavendish, when he might bo easily have 
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three appear to have been slain, and six of the prisonen 
were hanged st Santiago. 

After this loss Cavendish remained in the road four dsji, 
and watered in despite of the Spaniards, with good wati^fa and 
ward. On the SSrd he took a small ^arque coming out from | 
Ariea, which he kept, and named the George. The crt»l 
took to their boat, and were pursued by the admiral's piniueC'l 
into Arica road : they got ashore, and the pinnace laid oboaidl 
a great ship of 100 tons, in which, however, neither men nor 
goods were found. Tlie admiral and the Hugh Catlaul fcil- 
lowed into the road, but the Coiilent was out of sight, other- 
wise Cavendish "would resolutely have landed to take tlw 
town, whatsoever had come of it ". The Conletit had beta 
more pleasantly employed thnn in attacking a town which 
was likely to be well defended r^she had found at a place 
where some Spaniards had landed a whole ship's lading <]( 
Spanish wine, and tarried to take on board as much as shtf 
could eonveniently carry, then in the course of the same (! 
joined the squadron. By that time Cavendish perceived tl 
Arica was well prepared for defence, found reason for believ- 
ing that the treasure had been carried away and secured 
upon the alann of his approach, and saw that there was n 
landing without the loss of many men ; " wherefore he g»ve 
over that enterprise ". However, he fetched out another 
barque, in spite of their foits, and then sent a flag of truce to 
ask if they would redeem their shi]). He did this in hope 
that he might recover some of his men who had b«n 
captured, otherwise he would have made no offer of parleyi 
but their answer was that they had received special ordeit 
neither to buy any ship nor ransom any man on pain * 



saved them, had left to perish ihece. Tliere could be no plea for patui>( 
them to dealb as pirates, because Spain and England were ibcn at ope 
war. But the law of nations was as little icgarded by the one paopi 
as the oihet, when there hipjicned to be both inclination and opportunl^ 




death : upon this he burnt the ship, sunk the barque, and so 
departed, havitig been three days in the road. " 

On the 37th they took a smnll barque sent from a place 
near Quintero, where Cavendish had lost his men, with de- 
spatches concerning him to Lima. There were on bosrd three 
Spaniards, an old Fleming, and one George a Greek, who was 
"a reasonable pilot for nil the coast of Chili ". In obedience 
to their orders, and to an oath which hnd been ndministered 
to them by some friars before they set sail, these men, as 
aoon as they saw themselves in danger, threw the despatches 
overboard ; but Cavendish " wrought so with them," that 
I'lhey confessed their errand: "But he was fain," says his 
MOnrnalist, "to cause them to be tormented with their thumbs 
Hn a winch, an<l to continue them at several times with 
Mztreme pain. Also he made the old Fleming believe that 
L'be would hang him ; and the rope being about his neck, he 
I ■mas pulled up a little from the hatches ; and yet he would 
I not confess, choosing rather to die than be perjured. In the 
end it was confessed by one of the Spaniards ; whereupon 
we burnt the barque, and carried the men with us." This 
cruelty was a work of supererogation, for which there was 
no such pretext as in those days was thought to justify such 
actions. After plundering two little settlements, the ships 
were all separated for awhile, during which time the Hugh 
Gallant, with sixteen hands, captured, after half an hour's 
fight, a ship of 300 tons with a crew of twenty-four men. 
They took from her her foresails, and left her, "seven 
leagues from land, very leaky and ready to sink " : — it is to 
be hoped the men were taken out. On the 1 7th of May the 
fleet was again collected ; two other prizes meantime had 
been captured, of which one " would have been worth 
20,000/. in England, or in any other place of Christendom, 
where it might have beeik sold ". Tliey took out as much as 



■Hakluyt, Sog, Sia 
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they could stow, and burnt the rest witli the ship. The men 
and women, " who were not killed," were set on shore. • 

The next enterprise was at Paita. Cavendish anchored 
in the road, landed with siity or seventy men, and drove tbt 
inhabitants out of the town, " which was very well built, and 
marvellous clean kept in every street, with a town-bouse in 
the midst, and to the number of 200 houses at the least". 
This flourishing place be burnt to the ground, he and bis 
people deriving no other advanUge from this exploit thaii 
twenty-five pounds' weight of silver among them, and the 
satis&ction of reflecting upon the mischief they had done. 
Thence they went to the Island of Puna, where most of the 
cables used in the South Sea were made : there they Bimk « 
ship " with all her furniture," which was lying ready to be 
hauled ashore, being in " a special good place for that pur- 
pose ". It was learnt from an Indian, whom they took at 
sea, that the lord of the island, with most of the inliabitants, 
had fled to the mainland, seeing his fleet, when (luckily fbr 
them) it was becalmed ; and that they had taken with them 
treasure to the amount of 100,000 crowns. This lord was to 
Indian cacique, who, " by reason of his pleasant habitation, 
and of his great wealth, had got a beautlfiil Spanish womso 
for his wife". His "sumptuous house," which stood by the 
water-side, was " man'ellous well contrived, with very many 
singular good rooms and chambers ; and out of every chamber 
was framed a gallery, with a stately prospect to the sea on 
one side, and into the island on the other, with a marvellous 
great hall below, and a very great storehouse at one end, 
filled with jars of pitch, and bass for making cables. On one 
side was a fair garden, in which were fig trees, that bore 
continually, pompions, melons, cucumbers, radishes, rosemaiy, 
and thyme, with many other herbs and fruits. There was ■ 
jvell in this garden, and a cotton plantation round it. 
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itiier side was &n orch&rd, stocked 
BUd sour, lemuiis, liiueti, aiid {Kiiiiegninfttes. Hard by wns n 
very large tuid great chun-h, witli five bells. There were iit 
least 200 bouses in the town, near the palace, and as many in 
one or two towns more upon the island, which is almost as 
big as the Isle of Wight." * 

"This great cacique," says Pretty, "doth make all the 
Indians upon the island to work and to drudge for him." 
liut if the description be not overcharged, he had brought 
his island to a degree of civihsation which had not then been 
exceeded in any part of Spanish America, if it has since. 
"The Spauish woman, his wife," he continues, "is honoured 
as a queen, and never goeth on the ground upon her feet ; 
holding it too base a thing for her. But when her pleasure 
is to take the air, ur to go abroad, she is always carried, in a 
conveyance, like unto a horse-litter, ujKin four men's shoulders, 
with a veil or canopy over her, for the sun or the wind ; 
having her gentlewomen still attending about her, with a 
great troop of the best men of the island." Cavendish had 
been told by an Indian prisoner that he might easily take 
the cacique, and the treasure which he ha<l carried off, for 
the place to which he had retreated consisted of only three 
or four houses, without any means of defence. Relying 
upon this, he cnwsed over to the nininland ; and on reaching 
the place where he designed to land, found there four or five 
large balsas, which had newly arrived, laden with provisions. 
Marvelling " what they were and what they meant," Caven- 
dish commanded the Indian to speak the truth, as he valued 
his life. The poor wretch was bound fast, for torture or for 
execution — he might well suppose, — or both : he answered, 
"being very much abashed," says Pretty, "as well as our 
eompany were, that he neither knew whence they came, nor 
who they might be ; for there was never a man in any one 
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of the balsas ; but lie supposed the}- mi^ht have brought 
threescore soldiers, wlio he hsA he&rd were to go to Guayquil 
(six leagues from the island), and reinforce the ganisoii of 
100 men, for the better pratection of some king's ships thcD 
on the stocks there. Not discouraged at this. Cavendish 
tnimated his cumpany to the exploit, and marched bj night, 
" along a most desert path in the woods," till he reached the 
place of which the Inditui had truly informed him. * But 
the cacique had kept a good look-out ; the people and the 
treasure were gone. It would have been rash to pursue the 
one, and hnpeliss to search for the other in the wofxls and ii 
the darkness; and tiie adventurers were fain to console them- 
selves for their disappointment by regaling upon the food, 
which they found at the fire, prepared for the cacique's 
supper. 

So little did Cavendish ajiprehend any activity on the part 
of the Spaniards, nut witi islanding they hail received this 
reinforcement, that he laid the admiral aground at Puna, to 
examine and clean her bottom ; keeping, however, continual 
watch and ward on the cacique's great house night and day. 
In ail adjacent island he discovered a great quantity of storfs 
which bad been removed thither for concealment, with all 
the cacique's " household stuff, and his chamber-hangings, 
which were of Cordovan leather, all gilded over, and painted 
very fair and rieh ", A Spanish wife had inspired him with 
a taste for the refinements and luxuries of Spanish civilisation ; 
and he seems to have inspired the Spaniards with more 
pi-omptitude and resolution than at this time they were wont 
to display. The English had got their ship into the water 
again ; when, early one morning, every one of the watch 
being gone abroad marauding, " some one way, some another, 
some for hensjgM|far sheep, some for goats," about 100 
Spaniards, w|^^^^|||Hl_dMjing the night, with all the 
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Inflinm of the islnnd, came upon them ; Mid of twenty 
Enjrlishmen wlio were ashore only eight escaped. In the 
course of tlie day, Cavendish Ittnded^ with seventy men, to 
revenge their loss, drove the enemy from the town, set fire 
to it, and burned it to the ground. He burned, also, four 
ships which were building on the stocks ; burned the church, 
knd brought swuy the bells, and " made havoc " of the fields, 
orchnrds, and gardens ; then hauled the vice-admiral aahoi-e 
" to grave at the same place in despite of the Spaniards," 
and repaired his pinnace, which they had set on fire, and in 
which one of his men had [lerished in the flames. There can 
be no excuse for the negligence which allowed his people to 
be a second time surprised, and little for the ferocious spirit 
of revenge in which he laid waste what, when in evil hour he 
landed there, was a happy and an improving island. A 
hundred years * afterwards it had not recovered from the 
devastation then committed.! 

Having remained at Puna eleven days. Cavendish departed 
on the 5th of June, sunk the Hugh Gatlant for want of men, 
proceeded to the coast of New Spain, and there captured a 
ship in which was one Michael Sancius, a Marseillois by birth, 
who was one of the best coasters in the South Sea, and who 
was, therefore, detained " to serve their turn in watering 
along the coast ". He served it unother way, by giving them 
news that a great ship, called the Saiila Anna, was ex|)ected 



* In Datnpier'a time there was only one Indian town in the itlanil, 
caneisting of about twenty houscB, and a small church. The Indiana 
were all seamen, and the only pilots in those seas. " The houses stand 
all on posts ten or twelve feet high, with ladder!) on the outiidc to go up 
into them. I did never see the lilie building anywhere but among the 
Malayans in the East Indies. They aie thatched with palmetto leaven, 
ftnd iheir chambers well hoarded ; in which last Ihey excel the MaliyBnl" 
(i., iji). What a contrast to the cacique's mansion, with iti Cordovai) 

i hangings, and it* gardens I 

■ t Uikluyt, 813, S14. Uurney. 84. 
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*t Acapulco from the Pliilippiues. There were six men mm 
ill the prize, whom they took out, together with the idd 
ropes, and firewood, and then set the vessel on fire, 
was going along the coast to give the slarni ; and Nnothn' 
vessel, upon the same sen'ice, came to the same fate, eiccpl 
that the men got to shore. Cavendish next landed it 
Guittulco, u town of about 100 houses, which he pluDdacd 
and burned. In the custom house, " a very fair and luge" 
building, they found 600 bags of indigo, valued at fettj 
crowns each ; and 400 bags of cacao, each worth ten en 
" These cacaos go among them for meat and money : ISO of 
them are in value one real of plate in ready paymenL Thej 
are very hke an almond, but are nothing so pleasant in taste: 
they eat them, and make drink of them." The Spaniudi 
found these nuts in use as currency among the Mexicaiu^aoJ 
learned from that people the preparatitm of chocolate, wteb 
everywhere retains its Mexican name. * 

Cavendish burned the church here as he had done at Pimi. 
He might have known that by burning a church he exciteiL 
among the Spaniards, greater horror and hatred agwut 
England than wa.s felt there when the Spaniards burned M 
Englishman ; sacrilege being a crime less frequent in the oat 
country than cruelly in the other, and a crime by which ettD 
criminals were shocked. Advantage was made of this feeling 
at Guntutco in another way. There was a wooden tna 
there, live fathoms in height, which, the Spaniards sij, 
Cavendish's men pulled down, smeared it with pitch, [aled 
dry reeds around it, and then endeavoured to consume it I7 
fire. The reeds burned and the pitch, ^not so the cross; noK 
and more combustibles were thrown on ; and when the in- 
vaders re-embarked after three days' tarriance, during »ll 
which time they had continued their vain endejtvourK, tlif} 
left it under a heap of ashes and burning brands micoDsuoicd. 

* Hakluyt, 3i.f. 
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And when the Sjiuniards returned to their ruined dwellings, 
they found it brightened snd bemitified by its fiery trial, and 
were consoled for their own injuries by seeing that Heaven 
had manifested itself in the protection of the holy rood. The 
eross, before it underwent this aisny, had been in f[ood odour: 
it was made of a fragrant wood which was not known to 
grow within forty leagues of that place : it had been pre- 
sumed thftt one of the Apostles liad planted it there, and that 
one was supposed to have been St. Andrew, Now, however, 
when it had merits enough of its own, the likelier opinion 
was preferred that it had been erected when Cortes built 
some ships there for a voyage of discovery. The report of 
its miraculous preservation spread far and wide ; and from all 
parts devotees who coidd came to visit it, and to carry away 
fragments, the smallest splinter of which, if cast into the sea, 
stilled a tempest ; if thrown into a fire, quenched the flames ; 
and if put in water, changed it into a sovereign medicine. 
This waste of its substance was not miraculously supplied ; 
and when about a fifth part only was lefl, the Bishop of 
Antiquera removed it to his city, built a chapel for it, and 
enshrined it there with all possible honours upon a holy day 
appointed for the occasion. There its history continued to 
be told to the reproach of the English name. • 

Sailing from thence, Cavendish overshot the haven of 
Acapuico ; and on the 24th of August he landed with thirty 
men at Puerto de Navidad, where they surprised a man in his 
bed who had been sent with letters to give the alarm along 
the coast of Nueva Galicia: they took his despatches, killed 
his horse, set fire to the town, burnt two ships on the stocks, 
and re-embarked. In the river of Santiago his people dragged 
for pearls, and took "some quantity"; and in the Indian 
town of Acatlan, from which the inhabitants fled at their 
approach, they " defaced " a church, the commander being of 

* Torijueinadn, 1. xvi., c. l8, pp. loj, lo6. 
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the pnrty. lite Maraeillois by this time had entered 
thoroughly into the interests of his captora ; he guided • 
party of them from Charcalla Road to a settlement some tw*' 
leagues inland, " by a most villainous path through the woodi 
and wililemess " : there they surprised three bouseholdo^ 
with their wives and children, some Indians, a Portuguese^ 
and a Spanish carpenter ; all whom they bound and 
to the seaside. The women were then ordered to feldl 
" plantains, lemons, oranges, pine-apples, and other £nii 
whereof they had abundance " ; and when this was done t 
rest were liberated, except the Portuguese and the corpenleEi 
They tarried five days at the little woody Island of S 
Andrew, where they dried and salted as many birds as th( 
thought fit, and killed abtmdance of seals and yguans, whit 
they describe as " a kind of serpents, with four feet and 
long sharp tail ; strange to them that have not seen them, 
but very good meat". In another week they reached the 
Bay of Ma/atlan : " there is a very great river within, 
is barred at the mouth ; upon the north side of the Imr wit! 
is good fresh water, but there is verj- evil filling; of it, bec*i 
at low water, it is shoal half a mile off the shore ". Th 
intention of watering here was disappointed, and what littM 
fruit they obtained was " not without danger ". ■ 

They trimmed their ships and new built their pinnace 
an island about a leugue from this bay ; " and there," tMjt 
Pretty, " we found fi-esh water, by the assistance of God, 
that our great need, and where no water nor sign of va 
was before to be perceived ; otherwise we had gone bi 
twenty or thirty leagues for it, which might have Ix 
occasion that we might have missed our prey we had so l(ifl| 
waited for. But God raised one Flores, a Spaniard, whici 
was also a prisoner with us, to make a motion to dig in the 
sands. Now our general, having had experience once bebfc 
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of the like, comtnandeil to put his motion in practice ; and in 
digging three feet deep we found very good and fresh water : 
BO we watered our ships, and might iiave filled 1000 ton!) 
tatae, if we had would." How much suffering might have 
been averted, and how many lives saved, had it been gener- 
ally known that filtei'ed water may always thus easily be 
obtained I 

Cavendish now quitted the coast of New Spain, and sailed 
for the south Cape of California. Within that cape is the bay 
called AguadA Segura, into which " a fair fresh river falls ". 
They watered there, and lay off and on from the 14th of 
October to the 4th of November, looking out for their 
expected prey, " the winds hanging still westerly ", On 
that day, between seven and eight in the morning, the 
adniiral's trumpeter going into the top, espied a sail standing 
in for the cape. The cheerful tidings were presently verified ; 
and Cavendish, " who was no less glad than the cause re- 
quire, ordered the whole company to put all things in readi- 
ness ". That done, he gave chase some three or four hours, 
standing with the best advantage, and working for the wind : in 
the afternoon he came up with her, gave a broadside with his 
great ordnance, and a volley of small shot, and presently 
laid the enemy aboard. The size of the ship, 700 tons, made 
it evident that it was the galleon for which they had been 
lying in wait, the Santa Anna, from the Philippines, with the 
king's treasure on board ; and, in his eagerness for such a 
prise, Cavendish began the fight with more spirit than dis- 
cretion. When his men, who were not more than sixty in his 
own vessel, were on their ship's aide ready to board, they 
perceived that the Spaniards " had made fights fore and 
aft, and laid their sails close to the poop, the midship, and 
the forecnstle," and stood close under their covering, so that 
not a man was to be seen, from whence they plied their 
pikes, and threw great stones upon the heads of the assailants 
so fast, that they beat them off, with the loss of two killed 
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and some four or five wounded. For sll this, the EngUA 
" new trimmed their sails, and fitted every man his furniture 
and gave them a fresh encounter with the gteat ordnance 
and also with small shot, raking them through &nd through ". 
The Spanish captain Dun Tomas de Alsola, stiU, " like ■ 
valiiuit man, stood stoutly to hLs close fights," • and this, 
"second encounter" was resisted as successfully as thefiKt; 
but Cavendish appears to have fallen off in time to aroid 
further loss, and to have carried on the remainder of Ihfl 
action with guns, " encouraging his men afresh with the 
whole noise of trumpets ". After an action of five or Ml 
hours, the Spaniards being " in danger of sinking by reasao 
of the preat shot, some of which were under water, set wiE 
a flag of tnice, and parleyed for mercy, requesting 
English commander to spare their lives and taJce their 

Then, in the characteristic words of one of the fortunate , 
adventurers, " our general of his goodness promised thai 
inercy, and willed them to strike their sails, and to hoyse out 
their boat, and to come aboard ; which news they were full 
glad to hear of, and presently one of their chief merchanti 
came aboard ; and, falling down upon his knees, offered tg| 
have kissed our general's feet, and craved mercy. Ow 
general most graciously pardoned both him and the res^ 
upon promise of their true dealing with him and his compuiy 
concerning such riches as were in the ship ; and he sent fbi 
the captain and the pilot, who, at their coming aboan), oxA 
the like duly and reverence that the former did. Tbft 
general, of his great mercy and humanity, promised theil 
lives and good usage. The said captain and pilot preientlj 



* Yet Cluistaval Suraz de Figueroa teptesenii the «hip u 
for, and taken without, resiitance: " HalUvaie (pot aec 
pacitico) Bin nna espada, y bien scguia de ttmejante 
abordando, la tr\tib y tohb" (p. 211). He My» also tbat Cavendiali 
a priest who was on bo3ti. 
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certified the general what goods they had within board, to 
irit, 122,000 |>esos of gold : the rest of the riches that the 
ship was laden with was in rich silks, satins, and damasks, 
with musk, and divers other merchandise, and great store of 
■11 manner of victuals, with choice of man; conserves of all 
aorts for to eat, and of sundry sorts of very good wines." 

On the second day after the action Cavendish hrought 
bis prize into the bay, then called Aguada Segura, but r 
Bahia de San Bemabe, on the east side of Cape San Lucas, 
■nd there he set " the whole company of the Spaniards, both 
of men and women, to the number of igo, on shore ". 
not his intention to keep the Satila Anna, with which, indeed, 
it would have been unwise to encumber himself; nevertheless, 
he would not, "'of his great mercy and humanity," after he 
had despoiled the ship, give it to these poor people.* His 
journalist, who seems to have had about as much humanity as 
himself, complacently relates that they had a fair river of 
firesh water, with great store of fresh fish, fowl, and wood, 
and that there were many hares and conies upon the main- 
land. How they were to reach the mainland, he neither 
knew nor cared ; and he did not know that a colony which 
Cortes had sent to that part of California had abandoned it, 
because they could not tind means of subsistence there. 
"Our general also gave them great store of victuals, of gai^ 
Tanzos, pease, and some wine. Also they had all the sails of 
their ship to make them tents on shore, with licence to take 
■uch store of planks as should be sufficient to make them a 

* Pulln Bays T " Mr. Cavendish's mercy after, equalled his vaJoor in the 
fight, landing the Spaniards on (he shore, and leaving them plentiful 
proviBioDs". Mercy, indeed! But this is net the only reprehensible 
passage in his brief and very inaccurate accounl of this commander. 
Spealcing of the Spaniards' design to fortify the straits, be Kays: "Bat 

IQod, the promoter of the public good, destroyed their intended monopoly, 
■ending such a mortality among their men, that scarce five of five hundred 
did Btuvive". 
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bark. Then," says Pretty, " we fell to hauling in of oard 

sharing of the treasure, and allotting to every man 

in division whereof many of the company fell in< 

against our general, especially those in the Content, which, 

nevertheless, were after a sort pacified for the time." The 

discontents of the ContetU were soon, afler another sort, put 

to rest for ever ! 

To stow their booty was a work of some time. It was on 
the 6th of Noveniber that they anchored in the bay. On 
the 17th, the day of Queen Eliaibeth's " happy coronatioii," 
salutes were fired from both ships with all their gons and 
small ahot ; and at night they " had many fireworks and 
more ordnance discharged, to the great admit«tion of tlic 
Spaniards, for the most part of them had never seen the lilce 
before". This ended, he discharged the captain, &nd give 
him, in Pretty's words, " a royal reward, with provisiom ftjr 
his defence against the Indians, and his comp&ny, both of 
swords, targets, pieces, shot, and pwwder, to his contentment". 
But he took into his own ship three Philippine boys, and 
two Japanese youths, who could read and write their ovn 
language, and were both of very good capacity. He like- 
wise detained one Nicolas Bodriguez, a Portuguese, who 
tiad " not only been in Canton and other parts of China, but 
also in the Islands of Japan, being a country most rich in 
silver mines, and also in the Philippines " ; and a Spaniard, 
TomHS de Ersola by name, " which was a very good pilot ftom 
Acapulco and the coast of New Spain to the Ladrones, where 
the Spaniards, sailing between Acapulco and the PfaUippines, 
put in, and find fresh water, plantains, and potato roots". 
All having been done, on the I9th, about three in the after- 
noon, he set fire to tlie Santa Anna, which had stUI goods io 
her to the quantity of 500 tons, waited till he saw her barned. 
as he believed, to the water's edge, then fired a piece rf 
ordnance ; and, with this triumphant mark of barbaroot ani* 
mosity agitinst the Spaniards, set sail "joyfully bomemidi 
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toward England with a fair wind". Night was closing when 
they saUed out of the rood, leaving the Conlenl astern ; when 
morning came that ship was not in sight, and she was never 
beard of afterwards. • 

Cavendish had delayed his departure till evening, that he 
night see the Sanla Anna destroyed ; nevertheless, that 
^ious purpose was defeati^d. Down to the water's edge 
he saw her burned, but the fire then freed her from her 
ar, and the hull drifted ashore, for the salvation of the 
Spaniards, t They lightened it by throwing out the ballast, 
fitted it with jury masts, and were thus enabled to reach 
Acapuico, instead of perishing, as in all likelihood they 
otherwise must, upon that dieary peninsula. J 

The Desire (now the only remaining ship of Cavendish's 
fleet) pursued her course across the Pacific, with a fair wind 
for five and forty days, when they came in sight of Guahan, 
one of the Ladrones. Some sixty or seventy boats came off 
to them with fruits, potatoes, and fish, which they exchanged 

'HaUayt. S17. — It was eupposcd that tbe captain, Stephen Haie, 
"was gone (be the north-west passage ". The people in that ship were 
discontented with Cavendieh, and probably had got their share of the 
booty on board. 

Fuller Bays: " The ship called the CanlcHt did not answer her name, 
whose men took all occasions to be mutinous" {Wurlkiti, ii., 339). 

t Yet these Spaniards, though thus providentially delivered them- 
selves, acted tyrannically and wickedly toward the natives, carrying away 
a roan and woman by force, and in bonds. Fifteen years aftetwatds, 
when a Spanish squadron was sent from Acapuico to survey those parts, 
the loss of these two Indians was still lamented by their countrymen ; 
and they would hold no comraunicalion \vith the ships. "This is 
related," says Torquemada, " that care may be taken to do no injury to 
■Dch people, ijecause it may prevent thera 60m ever peaceably submitting 
to the Spaniards, or believing them when they pieach the Gospel. The 
de«l desires nothing more than that any handle should be given them 
for lefuung to be converted." 

X Toiqtiemada, t. i., p. 699. Burney, 8g. 




for little pieces of old iron: but when the ^iglish wen 
sufficiently supplied, and would have closed the mai^et, t&at 
pertinacious traders were for foreing their commodities upon 

them ; and swarmed so thick about the ship, that it 



and broke one or two of the 
be rid of them till he ordered st 
to be made ready, and struck one 
then fired ; but these islanders 
that it could not be seen whethe 
ready were they at falling backw 
On the ]«h they made the Phi 



could Cavvndbb 

me half dozen harquebus»« 
of them himself; the others 
were "so t/are and nimble, 
- they were killed or not, so 
ird into the sea and diving", 
at Cape del Kspiritu 



Santo, and passing on the morrow through the strait of San 
Bernardino anchored at the isle of Capul. A cacique, " whose 
skin was carved witli sundry strokes and devices all over his 
body," came off to trade with them, taking them for Spanianis : 
under this notion a friendly intercourse was established ; and 
the English refreshed themselves " marveUousIy well with 
henSj hogs, cocoas, and camoles".* This was an unfortunate 
tarriance for the Spaniard Tomas de Ersola : he prepare^] % 
letter to the governor of Manilla, intending to send it by one 
of these natives. Rodrigues the Portuguese betrayed him ■ 
the letter was found in his chest ; and Cavendish " willed that 
he should be hanged, which was accordingly performed ". 

Here Cavendish remained nine days, demanding and receiv- 
ing tribute, as if he had been a Spanish commander, &om thnt 
and the adjacent islands. It was paid in pigs, poultry, cocoa 
nuts, and camoles. The day before his de].arture he caused 
the chief of this island, " and of a hundred more," says Pi«tty 
"to appear before him, and then made himself and hiscompsny 

* The English took Iheu for polaloci. But in (he description of thcae 
islands, prefixed by F. Juan Francisco de S. Antonio to his CkromcUt of 
ikt barifeat Fmiuiieani in Ihe Philippinei, China, and Jafan (a most 
laje work, printed in a convent at Manilla), the camotc is mendoned 
with eeveral other wild roots, qui tquis-ileu d las ialotni m tl gutto, 

(p. i»). 
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known that they were Englishmen, and enemies to the Span- 
iaiiis ; antl thereupon spreiui his ensif^, and sounded up the 
dru:ns, which they much marvelled at. To conclude, they 
promised, both for themselves and all the islands thereabout, 
to aid him whensoever he should come again to overcome the 
Spaniards. Also our general gave them money back again for 
all the tribute which they had paid ; which they took mar- 
vellous friendly, and rowed about our ships to show us pleasure, 
marvellous swiftly. At the last he caused a saker to be shot 
off, whereat they wondered, and with great contentment took 
their leave of us." 

Leaving this place on the ^4th, they chased on the 38th a 
vessel irom Manilla, along the coast of Fanamao, and came so 
near that she stood in to shore close by a wind until she was 
becalmed, and then struck her sail, and " banked up with her 
oars ". Cavendish anchored, manned his boat with twelve men, 
and sent them to pursue this vessel up the river into which she 
had run. They were, luckily for themselves, not able to find 
the opening ; but they took a Spaniard out of a balsa, though 
fired at by a body of Spaniards from the shore, and pursued by 
a frigate which was sent in chase of the only prisoner aboard. 
He proved to be neither soldier nor sailor, but "a very simple 
soul," and one who could answer to very little that he was 
asked conce'Jing the state of the country. Cavendish dis- 
missed hip with a message to the Spanish commander, whom 
he desired to provide i;ood gold against the next visit, which 
he and his company meant to make him in a few yean: 
nothing, he said, but the want of a larger boat to have landed 
his men had prevented him from seeing him now. 

After passing the Moluccas, several of the men sickened, 
" by reason of the extreme heat and un tempera ten ess of the 
climate," and Captain Havers died, to Cavendish's no small 
grief. Three guns with a volley of small arms served for bis 
passing bell : the corpse was shrouded in a sheet ; and after 
a prayer said was heaved overboard with great lamentation 
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of all. They passed through one of the straits fomied bj 
the islands east of Java, and anchored in a port on the soutii 
Bide of that great island, where, by means of a negnj, • taken 
out of the St. Anna, they could eomnianieate with the iii- 
habit«nts. But when the rajah of that district knew of their 
arrivat, he sent to visit them ; and an interpreter came, who. 
heing a mestizo, spoke Portuguese as his Jather tongue. 
Cavendish had now been taught by experience to guinl 
against all Gurprise ; and when the rajah's minister passed a 
night on board, he commanded every man in the ship to 
provide his harquebuss and his shot, and so with shooting off 
4brty or fifty small shot and one saker, himself set the watch 
•with them. "This was no small marvel unto these heathen 
people, which had not commonly seen any ship so fumishnl 
with men and ordnance." Here they were plentiMj 
supplied by the rajah's orders ; and two Portuguese came on 
board, " men of marvellous proper personage, each in a Iocm 
jerkin and hose, which came down from the waist to the 
ankle, because of the use of the country, and partly because 
tt was Lent, and a time for doing of their penance (for thej 
account it as a thing of great dislike among these heathen 
to wear either hose or shoes on their feet) ; they had on 
each of them a very fair and white lawn shirt with &Iliii(t 
bands on the same, very decently, only their bare legs ex- 
cepted. These Portngals," says Pretty, " were no small joj* 
to our general, and all the rest of our company ; for we bad 
not seen any Christian that was out friend of a year and h«H 
before. Our general entreated them singularly well with 
banquets and music. They told us they were no less glwi 
to see us than we to see them, and enquired of the state ot 
country, and what was become of Don Antonio their 
king, and whether he were living or no, for they had not fw 
long time been in Portugal, and the Spaniards had i 

Pretty says he could speak the Morisco longuc 
probably meant. 
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bniugbt them word th&t he was dead. Then our general 
satisfied them in every demand, assuring them that their 
king was ative and in England, and bad honoimible allow- 
•nce from our queen ; and that there was war between Spain 
knd England, and that we were come under the King of 
Portugal into the South Sea, and had warred upon the Span- 
iards there, and had fired, spoiled, and sunk all the ships along 
the coast that we could meet withal, to the number of 
eighteen or twenty sail. With this report they were suffi- 
ciently satisfied. They told us that if their king Don Antonio 
would come unto them, they would warrant him to have all 
the Moluccas at command, besides China, Sangles (?), antt 
the Isles of the Piiilippines, and that he might be sure to 
have all the Indians on his side. They took their leave 
with promise of all good entertainment at our return." * 

Cavendish sailed from Java on the l6th of March, passed 
round the Cape of Good Hope on the 1 8th of May, and on the 
dth of June anchored in the road of St. Helena. Landing 
there they found "a fair and pleasant valley, wherein divers 
handsome buildings and houses were set up, and a church tiled 
and whited on the outside, very fair, and with a porch ". The 
inside was hung with stained cloths, "having many devices 
drawn on them. There were two houses adjoining the church, 
one on each side, serving for kitchens to dress meat in, with 
necessar}' rooms and houses of offices : the coverings of the 
said houses were flat, whereon was planted a very fair vine, and 
through both ran a gootl and wholesome stream of fresh 
water." Opposite was a fair stone causeway leading to a 
valley wherein a garden had been planted with great store of 
pompions and melons. And upon this causeway was erected 
a frame with two bells, wherewith they rang to mass ; and 
hard by a well-mnde stone cross, bearing date 1571, in which 
jear it had been erected. The Portuguese had stocked the 

*Hakluyl, S3i,Sa2. 
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isl&nd with all sorts of fruits and esculent herbs, partiidgo, 
pheasants, guinea-fowl, goats, and swine. They had thus colon- 
ised it for the use of their ships homeward bound from India ; 
"and when they come they have all things plentifrd (or their 
relief, by reason that they suffer none to inhabit there who 
might consume the fruit of the island, except some very few 
sick persons which they stand in doubt will not live until they 
come home : these they leave to refresh themselves, and take 
away in the next year's fleet, if they live so long ", Three 
negroes were the only persons there when Cavendish arrived. 
They told him that tht fleet had left it twenty days before, 
consisting of five sail, the least of which was in burdeo 800 or 
900 tons, " ladeu with spice and calicut cloth, with store of 
treasure, and very rich stores and pearls". 

Having cleaned their ship, taken in wood and water, and 
refreshed themselves during eleven days, they now sailed for 
England, the wind and weather favouring them. On the Srd 
of September they were informed by a Flemish hulk coming 
from Lisbon of the discomfiture of the armada, " to their 
singular rejoicing and comfort ". And on the 9th, " &fter a 
terrible tempest which carried away most part of their sails, 
by the merciful favour of the Almighty they recovered their 
long wished for port of Plymouth, two years and fifty days 
after their departure from that place"-" As the third 
circumnavigation of the globe, Cavendish's voyage deserved 
to be thus fidly related : the circumstances are creditable to 

• " He who went foiih with a Beet," Bays Fuller, " came home with a 
ship. Thus having circumnsvigsted the whole eaith, let his ship no 
longer be termed the Dtsiri, but the PiT/urmanct. He was the third 
■nan, and second Englishmm, orsuch univelEa] underlakinp." 

Suiaz de Figueioa says, thai he entered London with sails of gieen 
damask, and his sailors all dressed in ulk (p. 211}. 

It is remarkable that Lope de Vega, in the explanation prefixed to hia 
Dragontia, of " lo que sc ha de adveitir para la inteligencia deste libro,' 
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his activity, and seamanship, and courage, but honourable in 
no other way. Immediately on landing he wrote to the 
lord chamberlaJQ Hunsdon, to inform the queen of his 
success; "and as it hath pleased God," said he, "to give 
her the victory over part of her enemies, so I trust ere long 
to see her overcome them all : for the places of their wealth, 
whereby they have maintained and made their wars, are now 
perfectly discovered, and, if it please her majesty, with a very 
small power she may take the spoil of them all. It hath 
pleased the Almighty to suffer me to circompass the whole 
globe of the world, entering in at the Straits of Magellan, 
and returning by the Cape de Buena Esperanzo. In which 
voyage I have either discovered or brought certain intelligence 
of all the rich places of the world that ever were known or 
discovered by any Christian. I navigated along the coast of 
Chili, Peru, and Nueva Espanna, where I made great spoils. 
1 burnt and sunk nineteen sail of ships, small and great. 
All the villages and towns that ever I landed at, 1 burnt and 
spoiled i and had 1 not been discovered upon the coast, I 
had taken great quantity of treasure. The matter of most 
profit unto me was a great ship of the king's which I took 
at California ; which ship came from the Philippinas, being 
one of the richest of merchandise that ever passed those 
seas, as the king's register and merchants' accounts did 
show, for it did amount in value to in Mexico to be 

sold ; which goods, for that my ships were not able to contain 
the least port of them, I was enforced to set on fire. From 
the Cape of California, being the uttermost part of all Nueva 
Espanna, 1 navigated to the Islands of the Philippinas, hard 
upon the coast of China ; of which country 1 have brought 
such inteUigence as bath not been heard of in these parts : 
the stateliness and riches of which country I fear to make 
report of, lest I should not be credited ( for if I had not 
known sufficiently the incomparable wealth of that country, 
I should have been as incredulous thereof, as othgrs will be 
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that have not had the like experience. I sailed along the 
islands of the Malucos, where among some of the heatheo 
people I was well entreated, where our countrymen may Wc 
trade as freely as the Portugals, if they will themselves. 
From thence I passed by the Cnpe of Buenti Esperansa, and , 
found out by the way homeward tlie Island of St Helena, 
where the Portugats use to relieve themselves, aad &om that 
island God hath suffered me to retura to England. All 
which services, with myself, I humbly prostrate at her 
majesty's feet, desiring the Almighty long to continue her 
reign among us, for at this day she is the most famous and 
victorious prince that liveth in the world."* 

Id what a different odour would the memory of Cavendish be 
held, if he could have said, in this brief summary of his pro- 
ceedings, that having found in the Straits of Magetlan the 
miserable remains of a Spanish eolony, be had taken them on 
board to save them from perishing by famine, and on the fint 
safe opportunity had landed them among their own countiy- 



of this voyage induced him to tempt his fortune 
in a second with three tall ships and two barks ; one of the 
barks was the property of Mr. Adrian Gilbert, a great pat- 
moter of the attempts for discovering a north-west passige. 
The other four were fitted out by Cavendish : they were tlie 
Leicester Galleon, in which he sailed himself, his old ship the 
Denre, commanded by Master John Davis, one of the best sea- 
men of those times; the floeiwA, under Master Cocke; and Ihc 
Black Pinnace. The number of men is supposed to have 
been tittle short of 400 : among them were the two Japnnetf 
youths whom he had taken out of the St, Anna. But the fleet 
U-fitted for such an expedition : his means would probably 
have been inadequate to the great expenditure that it required, 
had they been strictly applied to it ; but h 
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to adventurers, who, instead of equipping themselvefi, abs- 
condeil with the money.* Having reached the const of Brazil, 
Cocke was sent forward with two ships to attack Santos, in 
order to obtain provisions. He surprised the inhabitants at 
mass ; but instead of bargaining with them for a supply, made 
good cheer upon what he found, while they escaped and car- 
ried away whatever was portable. Here Cavendish waited five 
precious weeks, and departed worse furnished than he came : 
then having burned St. Vincente by the way, proceeded to the 
straits. The fleet was separated in a storm ; Gilbert took the 
opportunity of returning to England, leaving his captain on 
boarti one of the other ships " without any provision niore than 
the apparel he had on". Davis fell in with the Roebuck: 
both proceeded to Port Desire, and there the Black Piimace 
and the admiral joined them.f Cavendish had tost his boats, 
and quarrelled with his company ; in consequence of this be 
removed into the Dcare-X 

By this time it was the middle of March: "such," says 
Cavendish, " was the adverseuess of our fortunes, that in coming 
thither we spent the summer, and found the straits in the 
beginning of a most extreme winter". They entered it on the 
14th of April with favourable weather; but on the 21st were 
stopped by a wind from the W.N.W., and put into a small 

* " These vailetB, whom the justice had before sought with great dilj. 
gence, I siw, within a few days after his deparlure," says Sir Richard 
Hawkins, "walking the streets of Plymouth without punishment" 
[Obiervations, etc., 15)- 

f Mr. John Jane's remark, thererore, seems hardly to he warranted 
when he says, that his "captain (Davis) coald never get any direction 
what course to take in any such extremities, though many times he had 
entreated for it, as often I have heard him with grief report "(Hakluyt, 84a)- 

Jane's narrative is written evidently with a malevolent feeling towards 
Cavendish. And in this he is contradicted by Knyvet, who, thoagh a 
liar, could have no motive lor lying in this case. 

1 HaVtoyt, 843, 843. Buiocy, 9S, 100. 
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cove on the south shore opposite to Ca)>e Froward. Then 
they remained above three weeks, during which they eoduretl 
gre&t Btonaa, with perpetual snow ; aad manj' of the men 
"died with cursed famine and miserable cohl, not having 
wherewith to cover their bodies, nor to fill tlieir bellies, but 
living by muscles, water, and weeds of the sea, with k sniaD 
relief of the ship's store ia meal sometimes ".* Discouraged 
by these hardships, and doubting what the end would be. 
Cavendish asked Davis's opinion, " because he was a man that 
had good experience of the north-west parts in his three 
several discoveries that way, employed by the merchants o( 
London ". Davis, who felt as much at home among ic« 
snow as a white bear, or a walrus, told him the snow ^ 
matter of no long continuance. However, be called together 
the whole company, and told them he would tarry no longer 
in the straits, but turn back, and make for the Cape of Good 
Hope. The general opinion was, that being within {tntj 
leagues of the South Sea, it was better to " stay God's favour 
for a wind," and endure any hardships rather than give over 
the voyage ; nevertheless, what he determined on they would 
perform. Upon this he declared his resolution to go for the 
Cape of Good Hope. But when he returned on board the 
Detire Davis represented to him that this would be a desperate 
undertaking : "if the rest of your ships," said he, " be fur- 
nished answerable to this, it is impossible to perform it ; for 
we have no more sails than masts, no victuals, no ground- 
tackling, no cordage more than is overhead, and among 
seventy and live persons there is but the master alone that 
con order the ship, and but fourteen sailors ; the rest arc 
gentlemen, serving-men, and artificers". Davis made the 



* Jane lays: "AU the sick men in the Oalltonvteie most uncharitably 
pat uhoie into the woods, in the mow, rain, and cold, when men of good 
health could Kucely endure it, whece tbey ended theii lives in 
higtieat degree of miseiy; Maatei Cavendish all this while being ia 
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same representations to Cocke : the " chiefs of the whole 
company " drew up a petition in consequence ; and Cavendish, 
yielding to the general voice so far as to give up his own rash 
intention, determined to leave the straits and return for Santos. 
But aa if he had been displeased with Davis for having in- 
fluenced others in this matter, he left the Desire, and went 
again on board the Lacater Gaileon* 

On the iSth they were free of the straits : on the 20th the 
Desire and the Black Pinnace separated from the other two 
vessels ; Cavendish thought wilfully : but, according to their 
protestation, by unaccountable accident, f They returned 
to Port Desire, thinking that he would put back there ; 
waited there till that expectation could do longer be enter- 
tained ; were driven to the Falkland Islands, " which bad 
never before been discovered by any known relation" ; 
entered and passed the straits ; were driven back, and, after 
enduring such suflerings as none but sailors can be exposed 
to, and with a perseverance and patient fortitude which never 
has been exceeded, reached Ireland in the June of the follow- 



* Hakluyt, 8*3, 8<4. 

t Admiral Burney says : " The citcumBtances are certainly of a «»■ 
piciou 5 nature ; and there is some leason tat believing that Captain Davia 
considered the engagemenl mutual between Mr. Cavendish and himtelf 
to make a voyage into the South Sea; and that he wa< determined, if 
possible, not to be disappointed of an enterprise which he had been 
brought thus far lo prosecute, instances without numbei are to be met 
with of ships deserting their commander-in-chief, to escape the peril* of a 
long or dangerous undertaking ; but the case of Captain Davis is of a 
difTercnl character, and is one of the few in which the separation, if 
contrived, was (or the purpose of persevering in a pursuit after it had 
been abandoned by the chief commander as hopeless and impracticable" 
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" This is the same distinguished seaman who discovered and has left hia 
name to Davis's Strait. He afteiwarils made several voyages to the 
East Indies, and lost his life there in a quarrel with the crew of a 

Japanese vessel " (itirf., iq6). 
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ing year, having lost sixty men out of a crew of ■eren^'^^ 
Jane was one of the survivors. 

Caveudish, who had parted from the Roehvck also, urin^ 
with only his own ship on the coast uf Brazil, and landed 
twenty-five men about three leagues trora Santos, to seiM 
provisions for the relief of their sick and starving comrades. 
The principal persons in the ship were of this [tarty, and Dot 
returned. The Indians, who carried two of tlicir 
prisoners to Santos, entered that town in savage triomph 
with the heads of all the rest. After these mishaps, Caten- 
dish was joined by the lioebtick : they coasted along, ravaging 
housca and plantations as they went, and attempted with 
their boats to cut out some ships which were at anchor in the 
r the town of Espirito Saoto, The attempt «m 
rashly made, and ended in the loss of eighty men killed, 
wounded, or basely abandoned by their comrades ; after 
which the master of the Hoebuck, by whose orders they were 
thus abandooed, and whom Cavendish calls "a moat cowardly 
villain that ever was bom of a womao," thought proper to 
shift for himself with that sliip, and desert his unfortunate 
px>mmander. " Nothing remained for Cavendish then but to 
make for England ; but his heart was broken. Assured by 
his own unerring feelings that death was at hand, he wmtc 
a letter to Sir Tristram Gorges, giving a brief account of this 
unhappy voyage, and complaining of the conduct of his 
officers and men. Having vented his ccnnplaints, ho pro- 
ceeded thus : — 

" And now to tell you of my greatest grief, which was the 
sickness of my dear kinsman John Locke, who by this time 
was grown in great weakness, by reason whereof he desired 
rather quietness and contentedness in our course, than such 
continual disquietuess, which never ceased us. And now b^ 
this, what with grief for him, and the continual trouble I 



* Purchas, b. vi,, c. 6., p. 1195. History of B 
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endured Among such hell-htiuticis, my spirits were clean spent, 
wishing myself upon any desert place in the world, there to 
die, rather than thus basely to return home again ; which 
course 1 had put in execution, had I found an island which 
the cards make to be eight degrees to the southward of the 
line. I swear to you, I sought for it with all diligence, 
meaning, if I had found it, to hnve there ended my unfoi^ 
tunatc life. But God suffered not such happiness to light 
upon me, for I could by no means find it ; so as 1 was 
forced to go towards England, and having gotten eight 
degrees by north tlie line, I lost my most dearest cousin. 

" And now consider whether a heart made of flesh be able 
to endure so many misfortunes, all falling upon me without 
intermission ! I thank my God that, in ending of me. He 
hath pleased to rid me of all further trouble and mishaps. 
And DOW to return to our private niatters : 1 have made tbj 
will, wherein I have given special charge that all goods (what' 
soever belong unto me) be delivered into your hands. For 
God's sake refuse not to do this last request for me. I owe 
little that I know of, and, therefore, it will be the less 
trouble ; but if there be any debt that, of truth, is owing by 
me, for God's sake see it paid. To use compliments of love, 
now at my last breath, were frivolous : but know that I left 
none in England whom I loved half so weU as yourself; 
which you in such sort deserved at my hands as I can by no 
means requite. I have left all (that little remaininj^') unto 
you, not to be accountable for anything. That which you 
will, if you find any overplus (yourself especially being satis- 
fied to your own desire), give unto my sister Anne Candish. 
1 have written to no man living but yourself, leaving all 
friends and kinsmen, only reputing you as dearest. Commend 
me to both your brethren, being glad that your brother 
Edward escaped so unfortunate a voyage. 1 pray give this 
cCFpy of ray unhappy proceedings to none but only to Sir 
George Gary, and tell him, that if 1 had thought the letter 
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of a dead man acceptable, 1 would have written onto him, 
I have taken order with the master of ray ship to see bis 
pieces of ordnance delivered unto him, for he knoweth them. 
And if the Roebuck be not returned, then I have appointed 
him to deliver him two brass pieces out of this ship, which 1 
pray you see performed. I have now no more to say ; and 
take this last farewell, that you have lost the lovingest fiicnd 
that ever was lost by any. Commend me to your wife. No 
more ! But as you love God, do not refuse to undertake 
this last request of mine. 1 pray, forget not Master CmcJ 
of Coakington : gratify him with something, for he uaed me 
kindly at my departure. Bear with this scribbling; for I 
protest I am scarce able to hold a pen in my hand." * 

Cavendish's history cannot be concluded better than bj 
these his dying words : they are most touching in themselvH, 
and leave us with an opinion of him far more bvourable tbu 
could be deduced from anything that is recorded of hi* liifat 
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LORD HOWARD. 



Southey has not gone much into details in his account of Lord 
loward, thinking, perhaps, that he was rather the nominal than 
he real commander of the different enterprises in which he took 
part. Lord Howard, however, it should have been recorded, had 
it least Gome share in founding the " chest " for disabled seamen 
ftt Chalham. He sat on the trial of Essex, and was one of the 
lords who had a share in all the various commissions appointed 
by the Government for administrative purposes. During his 
latter years as Lord High Admiral many abuses crept into the 
navy. His age, and perhaps his easy-going profuse habits, 
disqualified him for the work of vigilant minute administration. 
I retirement was hastened by the adverse report of a commia- 
i.and perhaps by the pressure of Buckingham, who desired his 
place, and offered him good pecuniary terms as i 

EARL OF CUMBERLAND. 
Research has added nothing of moment to this 
Earl of Cumberland. 



HAWKINS AND DRAKE. 

The feme of these two men has made all inquirers into the 
history of that time eager to discover all there was to learn about 
them in the long hidden records of public offices, or private libraries. 
As regards Hawkins some curious facts have been revealed which 
serve to intensify the opinion a shrewd impartial critic would 
from the first have formed of him from accessible evidence. We 
liBve learned, for instance, that on his first voyage he plundered 
Fortuguese slavers whom he found upon the coast — a feet 
tlaturatly left unmentioned in his own published i 
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has been revealed also, that is 1570 he entered, with the kocnr- 
ledge, if not at the instigation of Cecil, into a plot to cheat King 
Philip out of money, and valuable information. He nikde >o 
offer to the king's ambassador, Don Guerau (Gerald) de Spet, 
to betray a part of the queen's ships to the Spaniard for a cv 
cient reward. Philip was for a time incredulous, but finally fell 
into the trap. He released some of Hawkins' men who were in 
prison at Seville, sent him 40,000/. and a patent of Grandee. 
Some of the money at least must have remained in the pocket of 
Sir John, and Cecil gained evidence that the King of Spain's 
intentions were mischievous. Both were no doubt well pleased, 
and the story is characteristic of the diplomacy of the time. It 
ia also quite in keeping with the methods of that heroic, but lying 
and intriguing, period, that Hawkins was contemporftneously 
engaged in a negotiation to supply ships to the King of Spain') 
enemy, Louis of Nassau. In 1573, he was stabbed in the Strand 
by a fanatic who mistook him for Sir Christopher Hatton. Before 
sailing in 1567, he had taken an active part in driving a packEt 
belonging to King Philip which endeavoured to take refuge in 
Plymouth, into the hands of the Beggars of the Sea, who were 
cruising outside. Cecil, who did not like him, recorded hi* 
opinion that Hawkins had been guilty of malversation in office, 
but of this there is no direct evidence. 

Investigation has rather disproved the truth of some of the 
stories told about Drake, than added anything of note to what was 
known. The story of the quarrel with Bernard Drake must be at 
least exaggerated. The family of Ash recognised Sir Francis' right 
to bear their arms though with the "diiference" of a third brother. 
Perhaps he attempted to use them without a " diiference ". The 
Statement that he was of " mean parentage " is a mere mistrans- 
lation of Camden's Latin, but his branch of the Drakes were 
', sinking into the mass of working people when his eriergy saved 
them. His father cannot have been Vicar of Upnor, where there 
has never been a church, but he may have had the living at 
Upchurch. Nothing deserving to be called evidence has been 
published to clear up the supposed mystery of Doughty's exe- 
cution, but there is a curious slalement in the malignant narrative 
of one Cooke that Drake believed the man to be a wizard who 
raised unbvourable winds to spoil the voyage. As a sailor, 
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Devonshire man, and Elizabethan, it is probable that Drake did 
believe in witchcraft During his voyage in 1587, he put his 
Vice- Admiral Borough under arrest for insubordination During 
the Armada war he had a violent quarrel with Sir Martin 
Frobisher over their respective rights to the prize money of the 
galleon Rosario. Drake apparently had to be satisfied with the 
ransom of Don Pedro de Valdes, which amounted to 3000A 



CAVENDISH. 

Contrary to his custom Southey has overlooked a voyage of 
Cavendish's. If was the first, and was undertaken, in a ship of 
his own, in 1585, in company with Sir R. Grenville. Raleigh was 
the promoter of the venture, and the design was to plant the 
first colony in Virginia. The adventurers spent some time among 
the West Indian Islands plundering the Spaniards, and some 
time in Virginia harrying the natives, and returned to England 
at the close of summer. Some of the party stayed, but Cavendish 
was not one of them. 
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v.). GASPARD DE COLIGNV. Wllti muiy Illusi 



WhyM (A. gj 
WUMnBlMI 






_— , 9« Utae Boofcton Art. 

WUda(OWHri> DE FROFUNDI8. CrMmBcr, vi-i. 

1 LInMd Edkm an JsimBve Villun. Dnnji E,si. ,£3, h. Hf, and 
on hund'iude paper. Drmy 8i.j. in. tel. A Colonial Edilion k ■>•□ j 
[W.HJ.B.A. SEeSocialQueUloniSerits. 
m (J. rnnnO' See Social QuetlioM Seria. 

lOafW.li THE BRITISH GARDENER. Ilhalraled. Dtmytve. k 

WUlUUBMin (W.), B.A. EASY DICTATION AND SPELLING. Tkinl 

Feat, aw, II. Sec alu JanioT Eiaiiwutiiin Suiei ud lunioi School Booki. 
Wllincit-BilXtcni(S.H.). MAKERS OF EUROPE. Crr»H%vi>. T/UtdSdilin 

A Teil-booli of Euiopcan Hklnnrfoi Middle Fonni. 
THBANCIENTWORLIX Witb Hapc and Hlujlra^siu. CrWatlv. 31. 6A 
^SeeaJMTbeBc^i ' " ■ 

le Siorr of hii Lire. lUuitnled. />ni!r 

:ily Edilar of [he Vai/^ ClmmicU. Sw 



Wilson (H. A.). : 



[ 
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Wilton (BiOlUUU), M.A. LYRA PASTORALIS : S«gi of Nuiue, Cbuicb, and Hom. 

WllllMll(a.&),M.A., Aswuat Muuiin Cbrisl'f MupiuU. EXERCISES IN LATIN 
ACCIDENCE. CmvnSvp. ti.6A 
An clemcnUiT book jidApUd for Lowvr Fonaa to BCCompuiy the Shoner l^liu Piiats, 
LATIN HEXAMETER VfiRSEjAoAidioCampoiiiion. C™mB™. J..6A Kn,y.<Mt 
Wlndle (B. C. A.), D.Sc, F.R.S. S« Aatiquaiy'i Boclu osd The Litlk Cuida. 



WluMrboUiunlOanoii), M.__., 

T00d(J.A.B.X SccTuibookt... 

Wordiworthl^iistoplLaT). Si 



lology, ^^^ 

Tordreortti <W.).wi OolflildBB ». T.). S« Link Lib^ry. 
WHsht (Artbnr), M. a. , Fdlow dC Qu«n's Colkn, Cunbcidee. 
""— *'°— '•— GERMANVOCABULARIESFORREPET 
'"' ~ ifcumorUUtDryuitliEUnivuulTori 

V5SIMA. Wilb ■ Mxp uit 



lOblis' 

.__. . rtir),M. 

ll(Ilt(Bop]ll«l GERMj 
rroiiK, (Oeone M.), Pro 
ELGIN. Wffi) llluitntii 



WHditd 



. THEE. 



WFldfl (A. B.X 

VrndlluKa.l. & 

VroB^K.^ and E 

A tSloBiBl Ed 
TmM (W. B.). 



. THE 



S OF WILLIAM 



3 ij i^to published. 

f ANTHOLOGY OF IRISH ' 

- «. JM.6d. 

TatuUsdLX THE GREAT RED FROG. A-Staryi 



rcnu CFllson). the COMPLETE 

YOUU (T. K.). THE AMERICAN COTTON INDUSTRY: A Study ut Wi 

Woileri. Wiih la Imrodudion by Ehjaii Kelh, Stcrtury " " 
" ' ._CMIl,Ji.fid.;falnrbeardt, IJ. 6. 



ColsuRd Picaitei. fu^ \ 
u8 UIiuUuiBiu. TU^ 

itudy ut 1 



ELECTRiaiYi 

AntiQuiuT'B Books, Tbe 

General Editor, J. CHARLKS COX. LL.D., F.S.A. 

A series of volumes dealing wilh various branches of English AnU()Uilies; 

comprehensive aod popular, as well as accurate and scholarly. 

icLiiK MoxasTic Liia. By the Ricbi Rev. Abbot Guquet. D.S.B, tllunnted. StitU 

Edition, revised, Dtm;r Biv. rr. 6rf. net, 

rMAiNs or TO! PuHisToaic Ao IN Enoland. By B. C A. Windle. S.Sc, t.%% 
Wuh omnetoiu IlluUrmtiootand PUna. Otmjttvt. ji. id. mrl. 
.a SuvicB Books ot the English Church. By ChiiUopher Wonlnnii 
Henry LiiiltboJo*. WTih Coloured and othei Illnmatic— "- 
ILTic ART. By}. Rommy Allen, F.S.A With ddbuh 



Bipher WonlnniTlh, M.A 



SHin 



IQUITID. By R. Munn, LI.D. 



inu>i 



I-Mttex' 1 



Beginner's Books, The 

*Easv Fkihch Rhvuu. By Kcnii Blouet. lliuilnled. fca*. »t»>. i 
*Eaev Stoues rRoH English Histoxv. By E. M. Wilmot'Buiton, A 

Europe' fcf^ tvt, II. I 

Business, Books on I 

Cran/H Sva. Is. 6d. ml. i 

A series of volumes dealing with all IhE most Important aspeds Df commcRillald 
Imaaciat activity. The volumctare intended lo (real separately all the o 
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induslries and forms of biisiness, hi 

PoBn AHD Docks. By DoueIu Owed. 

Railwavi. ByE.R. McDcimoU. 

Thi Stock ExcHAHCK. By Chu Duiuitl. Sicend Editien. 

Thb Buiihbb of Ihsuuhcc By A. }. Wilson. 

Tkb £lict«ical Ihuuitut; Ligkting, T«actiok, akd Powh». 



ThK SHIPBOILOING iHDDtTI 



: Lighting 
;v. By D 

HBuBiKKi" B^ VLA. WlUon. 



idPellDck, M.I.N.A. 
By A. G. L. R 



ThrBiswing Iwdustby. By Julian L.BaIwt.F. I.e. F.as. 

ThB AUTOHOHILE [HnDSTKV. By G. dc H. SloDC 

MiKIHC AMD MrHtHG iHVBSTUUin. Bv ' A. Moil.' 

•TllB BD5INKS5 OF AuvBHTisiKG. By Ctuinct G. Moiah, Barriitdt-ii-Unv, IlJuslraled. 

Tkadk Umioks. ByG. Drage. 

•Civil. ExGIHBERtHG, By T. CUuIon fiAfei, M.Inu. C.F., [lluHialciI. 

Thi Coal iHouiray. By Eidhi A>m. Illusiiaicd. 

Byzantine Texts 

EtliledbyJ. B. BUKY, M.A.. Liit.D. 

A series of leils dI Byianline Historiwis, ediLed by EnglitJi and fordgn scholars. 

Zachabiah OF MiTVLEKiL TrMslalcd by F. J. Hamilton. D.D., Md E. W. Btooki. Dims 

i^vAGiius. 'EdilRl'byUatiPpTmcntieiiuidM. Bidei. Dim^irv. iai.6d.iul. 



ECTHI 



eChks 






r Max 



il^dbyPr 
A. Edile 



Chorchmaii's Bible, The 

General Editor, J. H. BURN, B,D„ F.R.S.E. 

A series of Exposiiions on Ihe Books of the Bible, which will be of 
general reader in the practical and devoiional study of the Sacred Teil 

Each Book h provided with a full and clear I iilroduclory tieclio 
staled whHl is known or conjecliired respecting tlie diile and occasio 
— -■'-- '■■ie_BoDli|and .xnyolhet particulars ihal mayhelptoelucida 



J 



oflh 



aning 



ienglh, c 
possible with the diTisions of the Church Loctlopiary. The 
Aulliorised Version is printed iu full, such conections fts are 
eing placed in footnotes. 
Galatiahs. EdiledbyA.W.RobinuD.M.A. Stcimi Ejlllfn. FcMf. 



■d by A. W, S 



IsAIA*>. EdiledhyW.E.Biracs.D.D. Taay<,l>iK 
M,A. Fcmf.ive.' II. td. lit. 



rune, D.D. Feat. 

EdlledbyCK, D. Biggi.D.D. Fca/inr. 
"H.W. Fulford, iKa -----^ ■ 



■A ei>< 11. ed. ml. 
■.af.iim. Ti.Ht/raci. Wiihli 
lANS. Ediltd by G, H. Whila 



Churchman's Library, The 

General Editor, J. H. BURN, B.D., F.R.S.E,, 
A .wries of volumes upon 5uch questions as nrc occupying the allenlioo of Church 
ople at the present time. The Editor has enlisted Ire services of a band of 
lolars. Who. baring made a special study of Iheir respecllve subjects, are in a 
sition to furnish Hie best results of modern research accuralel]' end attractively. 
11 Reginnihcs of English Chbistiahitt. By W. E. Collias, M.A. Wilh Map< 



w Testa 






'right, M.A 
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OlasBical TraaslatiMiB 
Editeil by H. F. Fox, M.A., Fellow Hnd Tuiof of Bnsenose CoU<«e, Oxford. 

CrvaiH Spa. 
A Mru3 of TransUtimu fioin Ibc Orcek and LMin CIbssifs. Tbe PaUi^KiT hsK 

enluled (be services of lome of Ihe tnst 0>:rord and Cambridee Scholar.i. ud n ii 
th^r inlenlion thai the series shall be dlslinguisbed by [ilerary excellence ai well rii 
by scholarly accutacj. 
^KHit-tfit— AguMinDon.CbiKphotcie, RumcDido. Truulilcdlij tcwiiCsmptKll, L 



Cicuo— Dc OmI 



Dcnrual. Ttuiiuud by F. BtODkl. U 
"• niUlad liy G. B. (UrdlDsi, M.A 
■ ■ *• ■ rfbyA-iXGo 



CicBio-De Ollcui. 

Hmacs— Tha Odea uid Kpods. 

LocuN^ii DialoGua(iri(rinti>i 

Lonrof FibehiKidti TnniUtcd by S. T. Irwin, m.n. u. on. 
SoritocUB— EkctnandAju. Tniulucdl^ K. D. A. Honkud, M.A. 

TACITU>--AEricalaindGeRiuiilk. Touulmsd by». F. " ' - " 

Till SatiWs or JuvuAU Trmkisd by S. C. Ono. 






chsrsciR. dalbig -J 



PArms. Dy H. d 



CoHUBUCIAt. EXAHII 

THM BCOMOVm OF COHM» 
A OniHAH COHUaKClAL Rt 

A CoMHBiciAi. GiwiiiArm 
BJilltt. u. 

A COHHiaaAL GKOGKArHV 

A PMNmi Of BusiHKSi. ByS. lack! 

■ DITHMITIC By p. " 



, EJIUm. 1 



nil. By 1. W. Lydc, 
By F. C. Boon, B A. : 

~" lEA 

With Veabuluy. 



liTayta-, M. aI" Tairf EditiJii 
by S. E. BiJly, "'*" " 



A FlKRCH 

P*K» Wainva 

A Odtds to PtOnsSKHS AI.D Bus 

Tii» PaiHcirLu or BDOK-KKBrtHO _. _. 
CoHuaicML Law. By W. DoueIu £dwi 



CoKanroHEmm. By B. H. Wbiiield, H.A- 5w^ 
By H.J. 



Douu 



:EKnv. ByJ.£.B.U'A 
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Oonnoissenr's Library, Tb6 

lVid( fieyal Siw, 251. nit. 
il ao books on ta\, wrillen byexperli for collretots. snperbly 
illustraled in photogravure, coUolTpe. and colour. The technical side of ihe art la 
duly treated. The first volumes are— 
MBJ2DI1KIS. By Cyril Davinpoit. W[(h «o Plaits in Phwogiavntc. 

1... 1,, 1 ^..i._ „.... n,.... . ^.i. ._ . j^ Collotype, uid J in 

in CellQlypi, ud u in 

Devotion, The Libmy of 

With Introductions ajid (where necessary) Notes. 
Small Pelt %me, dolh^ u. ; Ualhir, is. bd. ml. 

of derotional hieramre. The books are furnished with inch 



onciLAiK. By EdwKd DilW With 
Ml«l!?K^' By Dudley Ha.h. With 
IvDiiD. B^A. MukelL With So Plates 


, Pluet ill Cokior, » 


PUta in Colour, ij 
n Colloiype iod Photog 



Edited by C. C ;. Webb, M.A 



Introductions and Notes as may be necessary to explain the standpoint of the author 

and the obvious difRculiies of the text, without unnecessary intrusion bel 

author and the devout mind. 

Thi Confessions of St. Aucdstwe. Edited by C. Bieg, D.D. Tkitd EJilin 

Tio( CmtisTlAH Yeak. Edited by Walter Lock, D ~ " - - 

Tm« iHiTATiOH OF CiisiST. Edited bv <■ "■"- r 

A Book df Divotioms. Edited by J. \ 

Lvm Inkocentiuk. Edited by Wifter Lock, D.D. 

ASEiiovsCALL-reADEvoUTANoHoLVLirE. Edited by C Biu, D.D. Sictad SJilim. 

TheTehhle. -■■■■■ -'■-—. -'. 

A Guide to E- 

Thb P&uhs di 

Ltu Afostdu 

T»E ISHBii WAV. By I. „ 

The THouQim or Pascal. Editedby C.S. Jsmm, M.A. 

Oh THS Lava OF God. By St. Francis deSates. Edited by W.J. Knox-Ultle, M.A. 

A Manual of Coksolatidk fioh the Saints akd Fathiu. Edited by J. H. Bum, B.D. 

TnaSONQOF "^ ^j^—. l.„ «.__,__ j ., . 

LvRA Sacu: A'Smk'iJ'Sacred Vei«r"Edlied~by"H."'c! BeKhinE, M.A, Canon of Went- 

A Day Book fbdm the Skints ano Fathebs. Edited by J. H. Bum, B.D. 

Heavehlv Wisdom. A Selectian from the Enslish Itlynlict. Ediled by E. C. Gregury. 

Li CUT, Life, and Love. A Selection from the GeirnaD Myitio. Edited by W. R. Tnge, M.A. 

ninBtrated Pocket LtlmTy of naln and Oolonred Books, The 

Fcop ^vo. y. bd. tut eath velumt. 
A series, in small form, of some of the famous illustraled books ol fiction and 
genenLl literature. These arc faitbrully reprinted froin the first or best editions 
without introduction or notes. 

OOLOtTRES BOOKS 
Old CoLOUMD BonK^ By George Pmon. Wiih 16 Coloured Plmiej. fcaf.iM. ^. ntt. 
Tub Life abd Dkatm of Johh Mvnm., Esq. By Nimrod. Wiih .a Colounsl Plates bj 
Henty Aiken and T. j. Rawlins. Third Edilipn. 31. M. m(, 

The l"e of' a SfOii'™M«i."*By'S)m™t^'"^'iih''3i Coloured Platei by Henry Aiken. 

■ji. 6d. nil. 
Alia a limited edition on large Japanese paper, w. lul. 
HANOunr CiKWs. By ft. S. SuBTEts. With 17 Coloured Plates and 100 Woodcuts m the 

T«l byjaftn Leech, ji. 6rf. «r. 

Mk. S»iio^«"sFol^lK6''TSv»'''s^^s"s^m^ ^ith'i'j Coloured Plate! and 90 Wood- 
cnUintbeTeal byjohnUech. 3,. 6d. mil. 
Also ■ Kmiled editum Ml large J apanEse paper. 301. ml. 
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s' Jao» 



JOLUTIU. Bj R. S. Snitca. Willi i. 

paper. 



d Plus 



.■'-7--v; .-- -;- -. . ... f,g,j„i,ich. 

rslDibcTailf 

THB HuHTiNi^ TiiLP. fiy It S. SuitrcL V]lh 7 Coloorcd 
Henry AUniitUil 43 tllouni'»n> cm Wood. 



ic li repr^ied rrom lie ci 

I Bne llluMruioDi inutad 1 

By R. S. Sunn. WI 



^ id coiilji (diiioo of 

13 ColouiEd PUld and to W 



Aluslimlleded 



Alwsl 



w p>pir. joi. «'. 



ly Williin Ccirat*. 



iiiion on laiB« J»p«ie»e 

T«« Touii Of DocTon Syntax m Skuch -. 

94 Cnlouced PUla t^ T. Ravludsoa. jt. 6if iv«. 
AUa ft Iinii1«d bditjon on large jApuioc P*pcr. ^v- nft. 
Thk Thud Tour or Doctor SyNTjix ih S*A>cn or a Wi 
jt Colound Pluu bj T. RawludKiD. 31. 6d, mil. 
Alto A 1uDJl«d edilLon on larn Jadadcsv paper, vu. ■#'. 

Tm« HiBTOi.vorJoHKNvOu.B6«i.us; thTuiile Foundii , 

the Author of 'TbcTbrMToun.' With 94 Coloured Flua tiy RswUndisn, ^. M. 
Alio a limited editioo on lar^ Japanese paper, ^v. M^r. 
Thc Ehgliir Dahcx or Death, from lb> Desicia of T. Rstrlandioii, with Uniial 
Itaiiona by IbBAulhoroC Doctor Syniai.' Ttm Va[iimti. yt, ml. 
Tbii bwk eoaiahn 7$ Coloured Plalea. 
Alto a lioUed edition on larec Japanue paper, w. Mr'. 
Thi Dancs or Lira: A Poem. By the Author rf ' Dncior Srniax-' 
Coliwred Engnvmp by T. ttowlandwn. 31. tiL nrl. 
Alio a litBiied edition on LargB Jabnocae paper. 3'»- "f 
tin IH LoNooN : m, Ibe Day and Ni^i Scenei ol 

Friend, Carintbian Tom. By Pierce Eran 

CruEktbank. With Domenni Detigu onVt . _. 
Also a limited edillon 00 Urge Japanese paper. 
•D... I.., ,„ Lomook; or, the " — •!- --J ■ 



lUmblis'aDd AdreDiucH of Bob Tanybo, tat., *bI 

ConsiD. Tbe Hon. Tom Daihall. By an Amateur (Pinte Egan). Wiib 31 Cslinr«t Hi 
byAlkenand Rowl«odsoii,el- '-- "' - • 



Ddsoo. _v.6J.nH 



. .. I Piem Eran. Wilb 
n Wood. 31. 6J. ml. 
nui. By Oliver Gddsmilb. 



Ciil«ii«d Platei by Tbeodae 

ViUi 14 Colaand Plates by X 

Larie Japenese paper, ya. mrt 

IF JoHKHif NtwcoM». By an (XEeer. Wkh 
6A«/ 



Plates bf T. Rowlandson, jr. 

Twa Natiomal Sroai* or Gm 

Hemy Aiken. ;i. 6J. mtt. 

Also a Umtted edilion on la^ Japanese paper, w. mrl. 

This book ii complelelT dinereiu from the lar^ btio edition of * Natiotial Sp«ta ' by 1 
laiDe artist, and nooa of the plaCei are tiniilar- 



r. RawlL. , 
An Acadeuv for Grown HomiiKir: Cootaiikinfi 1 
Tronios, Caatetiac, n.iUpi.<», ftVt*f~Ji and T< 
PlAies, and adorned liA ,"^' — if - 

RXAl. LiFB IH Iru-akd, Or, th 

Friend, Sir Shawn O'Doftw 

Harks, etc. y.6J.inl. 
Trb Acvintuui or JaHNa* 

Coloored Plates by T. Rowl* 
'Tiir OiJi R-mL^ii S<;i!n«: > 

aTlo Ibe ityle of T. ReirlAiid 
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^ PLAIH BOOKS 

Tim GlATK : A Awm. Bv Rebm Blair. Illiutnied hy 
ScWwraoMtl Iksn llw original Invtniiaui of WUIiim Blal^r 
■iii]aPorlnIlarBlalubrT.Ptul]i)><,R.A. 31.6il.Ht/. 
•n._ '■■ « reproduced In phoiogravurfl. /" 



Lb Iwllft pTooCs *0d ■ dupUcatfl ' 



loflhepIaiiL 151. mil. 
iIediuidciiKT«v«iby U'iUiini B 

nv Jhduick pnpert wjtb EndijipToofiftndbdapUcAtcut of Ui 
3. Wiih38oWoDdcuuWThon«iB.widc. y.M. nit. 
TLI. ByW. HiniuuiAiiuWDrlb. With iiPbtet >nd B7W«i 



Engraved Tiile Pige 
QQ on Ut^ JapiUMl* 



by Gcorgv Criulesluink. ^ 

by Gtnrge Cruiksbuik. 31. til. mi. 

Q.. u c c — j,„ With JO Pl»la by George Cniikihink. ji. 6J 

Wilb 14 llhuiniraiH by ibe AolboF.. ]<. &/. «f. 



HxHDV Aspv. By Samuf 
Thk CoHFLiAr Angleb. 
Woodcuu in >be Tut. 3 



y Iiuk Wkllon and Chaila CeHon, 
■utirulediiipnDr>bnM>i< 



4 Plate* and 7; 



afiS 



Th> Pickwick Papers. By Chirlo Dickeni. With the 4} Illusiralioin by Scymoui anil 
Phil, Eheliro BuH Pluei, and the 31 CoBtempcmiy Oowbyn Pistes. 31. td.iul. 

Junior Examination Series 

Edited by A. M. M. Stedman, M.A. fcap. Siw. u. 
This series is iniended la lead up to the Scliool Exajninatitu) Scries, anil is intended 
for ibe UMo( teachers and students, to supply material for the former and praclicr 
for ihe Inlter. The papc'S are carefully graduated, cover the whole of ihe suy^l 
umally taught, snd are intended to form part of the ordinary class v,-'- — 
may he uicd Mttl w — 1—.1— 






imjnatlon. 
'F.Jacob ■ 
:U C. BoiiiQ 



lOH Latin ExAiti.tATioH Pafers. ByC. C. Boliiaa, M.A TUnl Eiiili 

EiAHDfATioH FAnas. B» S. W. ran. M. A 
UKtMATiaH Papih. By T. C. Weatberbead, M.A. 

lATION Pafus. By W. S. Beiud. 

„. M. ByW. G. Bnlier, M.A 

CvBMAM ExAmNATioN PAriBi By A. VoegeliTi, M.A 

Junior SchooI-BookB, Methoen'a 

Edited by O. U.lNSKip, LI,.D., and W.WiL 
A series of elemental 



Hun GsHOAi. Ihfouiatioh £ 



byt. 






ACuuh-BookofDic^. 

Tk« GoirEi, Acchboino io St. Mati 

Uaps. Crtmnivt. ti.6(l. 
Tn Cdspu. AccoaoiHr. to St. Mahk. Edited by A E. Ruble, D.I 

Crawit Bm in 6d. 
A jDHioa Khcliih Ciahuak. By W. WilliimMiii, B.A. Mlth i 

paninv and analytli. and a chapter on Euay WriLing. Sftomd Editu 
A li>mo» CMUiiMTRy. By E. A. Tyler, I ~^~ •- ' 

SdlllM. Ctbom tea. u. &d. 
Tub Acts or THE AroSTLEs. Editedby A £. Rubie, D.D. CnwniPt. u. 
A IimiCHi Fmkch Gbahkai. By L. A Sarnttand M. I. Acaiai- Cnvmivt. u. 
BuuiEKTAav ExniuMi»iTAi. Science. Pkvsici by W. T. Clouah, .ARCS. Chehiitiv 

by A £. Dntuun, B.Sc Wiih> Plateiand i^ Dufiamb Crtnmbui. u.U. 
A IHHioa Ceoheiuv. By Nurl fi. Lydon. With aja Dbgrami. Crrwm Sr'». m. 
•AJuNio* HAOHmiU Asu KL«m«c.Tv. By W. T. Clouu". With many lILmiratianB. 

*Kluuhtaiiv Eifriiiuktai. Chuiiitiiv. By a £. Ounaian. B.Sc With iiany lUiu- 

IrotlofU. Crmtm iro. aj. 
'A JimioK FuNcu Paaia. B) R. R. N. Bxron, M.A Cmm t», 
■The CoiFSL Accokdinq to St. Lvkk. Witb ui tntioduction ai 

WilliamiDD, B.A Witb Tbnt Mspt. Cmr« tvt. li.U. 



With Three Mapi. 



) Uluuralbnl. Siftn./ 
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Leaders of Beli^ion 

EJiirdby H.C.BEECHING, M.A.. Canon of Westminslet. »'itk Ftrmiu. 

A serir; of short blognphiei of the moat proBunent lesdeti of idipom UH 
>Dd Iboughc of all Bga and countries, ^ 

Cauihal Mn-uiH. hy R, H. Kailon. Willuh Laud. By W. H. Hdiud, tUr| 



fc-.; 



Vtsim 



M.A 



Dulcl 



By R, H. Kaiion. 
H. OvEHon, M.A. 
.»™.c.. Br - - - 

J.N1HQ. m-A.W.HullgD,V 

„ iroN. By H. C. G. Moult. C 

John Kull By WbIict Lock. O.D. 
Thohas Chalhiil ByMn. Oli^uml. 
— "y K. 1. Ou 



Laholot ANDUwmi. 

D.D. SnindEiliii, 
AuouiTim OF Cant 

Cm u, D.D. 



l!y E. I. 



Willuh Laud. By W. 

SK4MdEailitn. 
IohnKhox. ByF.MAcCuna. StctmJEJitim. 
JoKH Hove. By R. r. Hotten, D.D. 
BliHOF KJOi. By F. A. ClutOlA. 
Ggoicg Foi, thh Quakil BtT. Hodiki^ 

D.ai- 

JoKN DoNNK. By Aufiului Jeuopp. D,b 

Thomas Cbaijmilr. By A. J. Mum, U.D. , 

Bishop LAriKKH. By R. M. CiriyfeuK I 



J. C^lylt, M, 



ByW 



Little Bine Books, The 

Geoenil Editor, E. V. LUCAS. 

lUustratid. Demy i6nie. 31. 6 

A Mries of books for children. Tlic- nim of thi cditai 

pidting ilories about normal children, the moral of whith is inipli 

1. TMF Castawavi or MSAOOWBANK. By ITionaii CobU 

2. The Beichhut Book. By Jacab Abbott. Edited by F.. V. Lncat. 

3. Thx Air Guk. ByT. HtllKft. 

,. A School Yeah. ByNctaSynU. 

J. The Peelei at the Capital. By Rerir AiHlon. 

6, The Tekasumop Piihccgate Peioiv. ByT. Cobb. 

i. Kin. Baibekrv's Gpneial Shop. By Rdcci Aihton. 
. A Book op Bao Childeem, By W, T. Wibb. 
9. The Lost B*i.l. liy TJiomai Cobb. 

Little Books on Art 
IVifi many IllitstreHen!. Dtmy I6in0, ai, M. ntt. 



■X enienvniiif V 
>liE<l taite iM 



with the erealclt csre, I'^ch volunie consists of about 300 pages, at 
30 to 40 Illustrations, ineliidiiig a fro^itispiece in phoiogravore. 
Geeik Arr. H. B, Wiluvt. TuvniiL 7. Tyretl-GilL 



'. George Futon. 

Miu R. E. P. Sttichlty. 
3H. AIitaC«LrM>. 
LiFi. Wilfrid Wilbecfom A 

BoiK^in. Elba ?. F 






iedELblc. 
IT. Mn. E.A.Stuup 
K« Polljrd ud EihiT Knat^ 

— A. R. Diviiijarr. 

CK. M. G. Smallwddd. 'ILLUUIKATID USS. J. W. Bn^ky. 

Little Oallerles, The 

Demy \(i,«B. ZJ. 6rf. ntt. 
A Mriei of little books containing examples of the best worli of the greal . 
Etch volume contains aoplatts in photograviuE. logetlier with atfaorl outlnerfi 
life and work of the master to whom the book is devoted. 

A LiTTLi OAiLEav OF Rmynoldj. I A LirtLB Oalleev or Hsrnnh 

A LiTiLM C»Li«»» OP RoiiHET. | A UrTui Oau*ey ur MlUAA. 




General Literature 
Little Gnldee, The 

Small Pall Sra, elaih, 21. &/. Htl.j f.a/Ati; 31. &/. nti, 
OxronD AMD ITS Coi.LERHs. By J. Wells, MA. IlluKnini by E. H. K. 

Chhiiiibcb ahd jti Collegu. By A. HuniUon Thsmpwn. SmmJ EJIlit^. 
■by S.. H. New. 




SHAOsruiiE's CoUNTH. Ilf B. C. A. Windlf, D.Sc., F.R.S. Itluii 



BUISBI. ^ ~ 

Wectmi 



I- Salmon, lUiutruedhvIl. Clloull 
■ ■ -Gould. IUii.i™i«fl,y J 

W. Tompkina, F.R.H.S. 

ly F. G. Bribuilj M.A. tlluunteil by E. H. Nch 



, By S. B«iiig-G«ild. lUmmieif l,y J. Wylit 

„....,....■.__.-_. p^jj.g: llfiaitiMedbyF.. H. N.w. 



ByH. 



_, .Hied W P. 6. BedfcnJ. 

R.^UB BvCG Ellabv. llluiiiratedbyIl.CBi>ii1i<>r. 
Tmk Iiu or Wight. By G. Clmdi. Illuiuand by F. D. Bcdfor 
Sdhiiiv. By F. a. H. LambcFl. tlliutnudby £. H. new. 
BucKIHGiuMsiiiiiE. By E. S. RoKOE. Illuslnted by F. D. Bcdfo 



A.Dult. IlluttiatedbyJ.Wylic 
uuBYXiuiii. ny J. C, Cox. LL.D., F.S.A. tlluKnicu i>y j. i^ y> nil. 
TBI Koma Riding op YoKSHmt By J. E. MorrC Uluiiniwd by R. J. 



HAHHiniiK. By J. C. Cm. 

SiriLV, By F. H. jAdtlOH. Vilu ihahv inuiEiauvii^ uy cnc f\uinvt, 

oDanucT. By Fnuik R. Heiih. llluMrated. 

•CiiKSHiDE. By W. M. OalUcban. Illustiaied by Eliabelb Hanley. 

Little Libruy, Tho 

with Introductions. Notes, and Pholoeiavure FroniisplFcn, 
Small Poll 8iv. Each yeiaiHe, ilalh, II. 6J. »tl ; lialker, as. 6d. net. 

A SCTie! of small booki under the above title, «n lair inf some of Ihp tamous WOits 
In English and other lilemlures. in the domains of fiction, poetry, aod belles letlres. 
The series also contains volumes of selections in prose and verse. 

The books are ediied with the most synipnthecic and scholady cate. Eadi one 
eonWins an intjodnction which gives (i) a short biography of the author; (a) a 
crilical cslimale of the book. Where they ure nefessary. short noies are added at 
llie foot of the page. 

Each volume has B photogravure fiantispiece, and the books are produced with 

English Lv«ics, A Littix Book at. Anon. 

NoBTHAKCES Abbey. By Jane Auncn. FjHibJ bv E. V. Luoii. ' 

Thb EsdAvi or LniiD Bacoh. Edited by Edward Wtiehl. 

TiiBlHCOttHvLtcBNUs. By R. }]. Buihani. EdiicdWI. B. Allay. 7>w> IWawi'i. 

AlJTTuBooiIapEhcusnPsosii. Edlledby Mn. P. A. Bameti. 

THCHunmvOFTKEC.suiFHVATinK. By William BecLfnrd. Ediicd by E. Drniwn Ron. 

RBLicnoMi rnoit William Blakb. Edited by M. Perueini. 

Lavkbgbo. By GeoijE Bomjw. Edited by F. Hindn Gioooie. Tat t'tliima. 

THBRoHAKYRn. By Geoise Bomw. Edited by Jchn Sanpson. 

Rbkctioks MoUTHBEAaLY PoK«s Of RoBBUT Bbowkikg. Ediied by W. HpH Griffin. M.A. 

SBLSCTiont FioM THB Anti-Jacohin; with George Canning's add iiional Poenu. Ediied by 



UwdSanden. 



ir Amuhah Cowlkt. Edited by H. C. Mioehin. 

SKLBCTIONSrBDMGBOHCECllABiB. Filled by A. C. Deane. 

JOHH Halifax Gbntibu AN. By Mn. Crall:. lidllid by AinieMalheMn. TmtVilmmn. 

THBEHGt4IHP0BMEOpRlCHA>DCaAWCMAW. Edited bv EdWBld HDtlBD. 

Tk* Infbiihb or Dante. Ti:iTi<laLed by II, F. C*^. Ediied by Paget TarabH, M.A., 
Thb Eobutouo or Daktb. Tnnilaled by TI. F. Ca>y. Edited l>y Pat*) Tayabae, M.A. 
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it Dahte. Tnnilutil by H. Y. Cu^'. Eaitcd by Pact* Tajmbu. )l 

I Ttn Pow OP GioKa Dailr. Edited by R. A. SmufBld. 

ir Light Vnsc Edii«lkirA C. Done. 

SUBD IVrricr. Edited b}- Mill Goedrkh Freei and Lord tddolB^ 

TuViKHKUTAKCC By Soun Firrin. Edited by Uisi Goodrich Firi ud Lad Iddid 

C<iA>irt>(D. Bt'Mh. Cukril. Bdited by E. V. Lutu. StamdSJilitm. 
The SCAILET Lrmn. By Kuhanid Hiwlbarab EdiMd by IVTcy Dfumcr. 
A LiTTLB Book or ScorrtsH VaavL Bdi»d by T. F. Hnidtnoii. 
Poaiiii. By lo^Ktath WilkuiInlrodiiedDaliy I- KinrDnud Nets by I. UASEniui 
KoTim. B;a.W. KincUkt. Witbu touodaoionand Nota. Sta^skli^ 
BUA, AMD TRB IJitT EwiiH or Bu*. By DbtIb Lunb. Ediudbr E. V. Lucms. 
LonoH Lysiot. Ih P. Lscko. Ediled by A. D. Codley, M.A. 
A repfiAl of dw Fint EdicioiL 



"uCH. *l5'D.M"M^."Edii«rbyTT'F'Hi3Hl«v™. 

Book or Encliih SaiwBn. Edited by I. B. D. Micbobn. 

nii or Ui RocHBroticAliui. Tiwulnttd by Dean Sunbapc. Ediuil by O. 



a Smith. Edited by K 
Edited by H.W. 
~ tdby J.Cb- 
, H. C-BcB 

Edited by Eliabcib ' 



D. Gadley. k 



ir Ai-ruD, LoiD TcHimoH. Edited by 1. Cbiinon CelUni. M A 
■"-Ed, I.«dTenny«XL. Bdhed by H. C. Be 

ed, L«d Tennyioo. Edit' ' --^■' -■- —^ 

[Tnnyvifi. gctiiedbyEI 



RancrKD Addio? 

Tm KAtt.v PoiHi . . . - . _ . 

In UnumiAu. By Alfted, I.«d T< 
Th> Puhcko. By AJfied, Lad T< 
Maud. By Aifrwi, Lord Temy™!. _ . 

VahitvFai.. By W. M. TbKkmy, Edi . 

PlHDtNHiv By W. M.Thukeny. Edited by S. Gwytm. TArtt t'tiamii 
F.iMOHD. By W. H. ThH^eny. Edited by S. CiryTKi. 
Chkkthai BODKi. By W. U. TTiKJieniy. Edited by S. Gwyiw. 
TiicPoiiuor Hunv Vavghak. Edited by Kdwaid Hotion. 
Ti»Coiiri.EAT AncLEit. ily Ituk Walton. Edited by T. Biu^huL 
ALtTTuBooKorLifasspDBjiTii. Edhcd by Hre. Alfred Wucbc 
SEi.Kcnoi<& rttoH Woudswoiith. Edited by Nmrell C Smith. 
LvucAL Baluum. ByW. W«diwonhandS.T. Coleridie. Edited by i 

Hmiatnre lobnrrt Hetbuen's 

Reprints in Riioiature (jf B few iDtercsting books wbiiJi hove qualities of 
bumanity, de^'o(ion, or literary genius. 
EuntKAHOn: A DiAlo(ue«iYouib. By Edwi^ f itiGenld. frm 

W. Pidtmnginiaji, Drmy itimi; LrUktr — —• 
PouwiN ; « Ww Siiwi ud jTloden Inmncei. 
B.tJ!di^ by W. PickerinE ifl iBji. Dcm' jv 
- -- " -« Kbaw*-. ByEd« 



ThbRqui 
TnaLii 



By Edw»d FilfGenld. Fnm tha •■ 
IPiuGcnia. rnmitoei. 

FtMiri 



iDO ViiuCAs Knieht of the Ords «( Sc Ji 
<iw. ponlHl '-' " "— = -"• ' — 



Po(K. By Di 



i( Smwhcny hit! 

r»-.. r_... 'MitvmT^ wiimr.A^ ^..,t«, *™ ,.™ v. 

3r H- Heningittan 
1. Fromlbcnlilioaof >a.S. Lt^Air. u. mil. 

The Oxfcnl Blocnphies 
F, ap .Stv^£a tA vnWaw, <Uli, ti,6d. tuli IttUlitr, 31. W, 
Tliese boql^HHhui oy scholar] of repuu, kho oambine lutowledoe 
literarjr lUig^^^^^BV*' "' P°P<>'" prescoialion. ThFjr ate iUustnud 1 
uOlieniien 
DAm Alii 
SavosaIolj 
John Hov.j 




n Raluch. By I. a. ^1 



Willi 19 llluilntiani. 



Ch. 



lyT, F. 



ima. ByT 

By A. S. M'DowbIL With 

Fbji-icu or Ae^isi. By Ajina M. Stoddut 
ByW. ■ ■-— 



Lylor. V 

witb 19 lUnitnikifu. 
ByCS-lmr- V 

H'ndcnon. W^ 



llluitntlom. 
^.. ^^^jai or Asstii. Htf Anna M. KIcx" "" ' ' 

OorriiE. ^"H.g'. Aikint~'wTiiii'rfius;ra'.ioM" 

School Bxamination Series 

Edited by A. M, M. STEDMAN, M.A. Cnran 8iv. ai. 6ri 
FUHCR Gkakination Pwtn. By A. M. M. Sidnuui, M.A. TkiriitHlk K.ll, 
• ./■ — ^ — J ^_ en — J "-j^q^ Sludeat-<t only to ba Lud an iippliu 

M. M. Slcdi^'M.A. Tvn(fllt SJities. 
'ByA-M. ILSitdiDBn, M.A. Sntnlk EdUim. 



Fi/»t BJili. 



■K RmuiNATIOH pArKKl. 

TS.KrtSteandEdHiHi'tUiati u _ 

ElAwiHATioR Pa<«ib. ByR. J. Mwich. Ff/iA EMin. 



KicviSlcnUM-illit<t){iaatittl 

HntiMV Anfp Gaoounrr KxAMiHATtoN Paphis. By C H.Spencc, M..\. .^om 

PhVSKJ ElAHlKATlOH PArKlH. By R. E. Sl«l, M.A,. F.C.S. 

GkHEUI. KHOWIMBOK KlAUtKATIOH PArEH. By A. M. M. Sl«lnLi;>. M. 

EJillaa. 

Kfv { 7"*»rf EMiian) i ."ird u al.ovf^, ii. arl. 
KxAHINAiiDKPAVEaslNeiiGLlSHHisTaBV, By J. Tail Pla*dfn-Wardli.w. ll.A 

Social Questions of To-day 

Edited by H. Da B. GIBBINS, Lill.D., M.A, Crmon Sm, ;>. 6 
A uries of volumes upon tbose topics of socint, economic, and induatr 
that Bie foremost in the public mind. 

Each volume Is written by an author who is an acknowledged authoril; 



ibUnioi 



.—No 



■dE4ili. 



Tb« ClMiPEKATIVB MovEMiwr To-DAV. By G. J. Holyoukt Fnrlk EJilii 

MuTVAL TmiWT. ByJ.FromeWilWnson.M.A. 

PisiLuu or Pdvbktv. Ily j. A. Robwn. M.A. F^ti Edilitm. 

Tm Cdkhuu or Nation ^. ByC. T. Baiiabie, M.A. Third EJitlau. 

ThiAlich Invasion. By W. rf Wiikioi. BA. 

Ths Rural EvoDts By P. Anderton Gmiuun. 

I^kdNat n..ij.„ijr.™ D . 



Baci 



c TO THE Land. . 

iTi, Pools, akdC 






I. Hullitld. 
on. ByK. E. 



OBNKllS. ^yj. Siephcnjcaa 

ByF.W.Cuoke-TayJM. 

Tin Stat* amd its Ciiii4j«t>i Bv Gtrtnide Tutkwelt. 
Wdiieh's Woaic. By Udy Dillw, Mi» Uulley, and Mbi WUiliy. 

SOCIALlBMANsMOUERNTHnL'Glir. Hy M. KiUllTQlAnn. 

TiiBpKosi^HorTMBUKEiii'i.nvED. By J. A. HobiDn. M.A. 
LmiNWuTLoNDON. By Arthur Shcrweil, M.A. -nird EMlini. 
Ratlwa* Natiosalizatiok. ByCUmHii Edwnrdi. 
Wo»KHOU»ES«KD PAUPEHltH. f'y t.ouism Tuinilig. 
UhiveuitVahd Social SsTTLIMHNns. ByW. Rtuon, M..\. 

Tedmology, Textbooks of 

Edited by Pkofbsbor J, WERTHEIMER, F.I. 
Fully llluilraltd. 



he 

i 
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ByCT.MiUb,M.I.H.E. CmH&K v- U. 

•Metal Work (KEFOuulf liy A. Q Ui>iLhrT>>i<ni a». ji'. &£ 

Theology, Handbooks of 

Edited by R. L. Oitlev, D.D., Ptofessor of Tasioral Thoology ai Oibrd, 
and Canon of Chiist Church, Oifofd. 



tended, in part 
Btworlhy Text- 






1 the elf rgy and teachers or studenti o( 
-books, adeiiualely represioting the present poiilion 
part. IQ make accessible to the reading public in 
e ElBlemeDt of facts and prindples in all quesliooi bcaiing ob 

ruKU OF Enguuid. Edited by E. C S. Cibn, UD. 
ya/rmt. Dcu-rivr. lu. 6</. ] 

or Religion. By F. B. Jevoos, M.A., Liu.D. Tl^ i 

. By K. L. Oldey, D.D. SiamimmJC*ttf*r£^lit* 1 

'- TO THE HtsTO»v or TUB Cmtto. By A. B. Burn, B.D. Otrv !«• \ 

OF Rbligiuh IK Enqukd A.VD Axuiu. By AUnd Cildeun. D.I1 

jtBLv Chustiah DocTiilNE. By J. >'. Beihiuic Balnr. M.A. lirt^ iet, 

MeUiuen'B TTniTeraal Ln>nry 

EDiTuavSlDNEV LEE. fm SU/nn^ rtlumtt. 
■N k« pKpuing a ntw seriti of rtprinli contaiiung both boiki of cbwlnl 
iccr^iHem vanau»fDnii«,ii(liil30soiiH nuvrboalu, gT which do fcUidJictixy 
atE price ii in «istcdi:c It ii their Bmbiugii to place Ihc best bookl U Jl 
jiWIyoTf- ■ — '-■' -7..---. . . . 






within dx nach ol 



and the bookl will bo 
bat cdituoL In a V 
old qidUiii woold 11 



End^"^: 



It is ibe priniity obj«i of lb« ««.. 
fdijkvy re 



Druna, Fiction, Hisioi-F, BroEraphy, and rhilKwpby will be rrsc 
will be Ihs GuKia] Edhot oT iho Libraiy, and be vill cDO(rilis» i 

EUAL LiHB, 

r popula/ utB not 1e^ than fa. . . 

. ^ .... _ .., . _ uie maltfr uniatellliible to ordinq^ ,._, ,._.,_ 

pMlofacluDcitmiivBud, thaipellinzbiiiJaguitral been nodeniicd. 

■- CovrurHEvESK. Where iikeefn»adviiAhlc,uiecotnp]ctewiiriuof tvcti lna^tcf^a>llil^ 

COD, Ben Jonwn and Sir Thomai Browne will b* given. Thoe will be iuiied io mniaii 

-liUaH,MihittberBidni>badae>notde>ii«all the wurki of an aulhor will havetbasnic | 

luaily of acquiiinii a ungla nulniiiece. J 

1. Ciiiarxns. Tb< booki will be well prininl an eoai fnneiala utii;ewhii:haaili*wM* I 

inAthoaipualleliathehiiluryerpublitliini. Each loluine will cDnialu from too to j« ptcoi 1 

And witt baianed in paper coven, Crowalvo, at Sijipentc net. In a '-r- run ■ Innr lni*^ili ■ 

batouedaioDoohleVoliiinaatOneShUlioBnel. ^ 1 

4- Clha«h«si or Tvra. The type -ill be a v«y Itgihle one. ' 

5. SiMFLICiTT. There will be no adilDrial muiei eicept a Ihort biOEnphical lad UUs- 

-tMhicalnoUby Mr. Sidney Lee ai the b.ginr= '— >---• 

The volouu inay_alio be obla=— ' '- -'-' - 

i^Mee^t 

iuucd at regular inlervatiarier the pvhiicalioo of the fini 

leJ loatiho. Due notic* will be |iven of iiKteeding iauci 




_ .B Ekcuik Wdiks or Fiakcis Bacoh, Ix)>d Vhbul«m. 
VoL l.~B)»riud Couoieliiand the New Alluiis. 

ThK Ponu AHDpLAVI 01- OlIVBR GpLUilllTH. 

On thi Imitation or Christ. By Thomii k Kemini. 
TxKWoiiKiorDEHjoiiHHiN. to iboui II volumu. 

Vol. L—TtuCaM IS AJicrnl : Eveiv Man b His Huuiour; Every Man oul of Hi. Knmsur. 

TKBPlO»W0RUKDrJ(IHN MiLTON. 

Vol. I.— EikooDkluta and The Tenure of Kinn ind Muincuu. 
SSUECT Wo«K«o» Edmuhd Bu-ke. 

VoL I.— ReflediDiu on (he French Revolntion 

Vol. II.— SpeechH on AmerioL 
Tub Works or HtNm Fieldikc 

Vol. I.— Tom Jones. (Double Volume.) 

Vol. II.— Aiiielu. (DoDble VoIub». I 
TkbPobhs Of Thomas Chatibbton. I» i lolumei. 

VdI. I.— MiK:ellineDU> Poemi, 

VoL II. —The Rowley Pkdii. 
Thb MBDiTATtoKS or Matcus Ausbuus. Truulittd by B. Gnnt. 
Thb Hutorv or thb Diclinb and Fall <it rut Roman EurtRi. By Etlinxd Gilihen. 

A« NDlel^Ilvo betn revised hy J. B. Bury, Litl-D. 
Tub Puvt orCHBitioPHEn Maklowi. 

Vol. I.— Tuaburlue the Ciut ; The Tniiciil Hiiloir of Doclur Fkuuui. 
VaLii.-Tha Irtw of Malta; Edward Ibe Second; The Mauoccs at Pari.: The Tragedy of 
Dido. 
Tiu NA-nnuL Historv and Anti'ivitiu or Sblwkke. By GilUcit While. 
Thb Couplbtb Akguu. In 3 



Vol. I—By fcmWWalti 



]y Iiaik Walton. 

-Pait 1, by Cotton, and Part 3 by Veiiablcs. 
or Pbbcv BnsHu Sheiulv. In f vuIouih. 



TKBPaEus or Pbbcv Bi 

Vol. i.-AlariDri The Daei 
Thb Works or Six Thdhae drowhe. id voiuuici. 

Vol. L— ReHrio Medld anil Uro lluniL 
Tbb PoBVi orJoHH Miltoh. In i volumes. 

VoL L— PaiadiH Loit. 

Vol. tl.— MiBCcnaneoDS Poenu and Panulise Rcgaineil. 
HmimiETCuHliBB. By T. G. SmalleLL. 
SB1.BCT Woiictor Sib Thomas Mors. 

VoL u — Ulopia and Pocini. 
Tub Ahaldct or Rblioiun, Natural and Rbvralbd- Byjoieph Builei. i).D. 
Oh HuHAH Dhderstandino. By John Locke. In j volumes. 

The DmHB'coMEnv ok Dabtr.' 'rhc'liaUan T«i edJled by Pag.i Toynbee, M.A., D.Lill. 
(A Doable Volnme.) 

Westminster Oommeutaries, The 

I General Editor. WALTER LOCK, D.D., Warden of Kehle (.ollegc, 

I . Dean Ireland's Piofeisor of Esegcsis in ihe Univetsily of Osford. 

The object of each commeniary is primarily esegelical, to interpret the«Ulbot's 
nmningla the present generation. Tlie editors will nol deal. P\ccpl verysubor- 
dinaleljr, wilh queslloni of te:<ttial criticism or philology; but, taking IheEngliab 
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tbey wiD tn U) cambiiie 
ic QLihQiic Failh. 



texl In the Revised Version as their basi 
ance of crilica! printiptes iviih loyally ta 
Tmk SaOK o^ GHNMI5. Ediltdwilhtol.ad 



a. beuty accept- 



The riHTT Er 
GcudEc, M.A 



niiiun. li^iliteil by H. 
■i hyR. i. ICnovUas, U. 



Part II. — Fiction 

Marie CorelU's Korcds 
Crown Zvo. &». aw^ 



■ limitleu Bibti 



THE MASTER CHRISTIAN. 
'It anDM tx denisd Lhu "T 




'*I>nuii of tha V 



nutnificcn 






THE SUUL OF LILITH. Twlflk Eiiti, 

WORMWOOD, hturtattk Sdilitn. 

BARABBAS: A DREAM OF THE WORLDS TRAGEDY. 

■Tkw tBoda tvmtoBtiif the imlmciii ud (be imagiiulivE bunlr or 

nondlcd u lo Ihc dari ' -— ■"=- '''■ ' ■'- "■ 

it ■ loTtr ud iwl iui 

lin'—D'tl'' Brmia: 
THE SORROWS OF a 

. The iDiboc^ii in 
u Liu«e«EiTiE and mnarkaUe re 
> ar the dif (i tnrtDliBii 
luuiumj. — n. T. StCAD in tilt Ktnltvr itrnrwt. 

(■«;/* 7»Hi«C 
t Mastei Oinitian " ii ■ pownthil tnoli ; thai it if am 
LUnloiIaDW quutiwii In nil but Ihe masi KlT-atisAsI leadcn, tui 
he rnoi of the Minn of ihc Choichii— th< deaf of riilb-in • 
thf ioenUhlB diuuer hca^l up . . . Th«E(»d C^njiiul Brnipr^ ia i 
a itand boidt ttw good SiJwp in " hn SliUnblci." It u a buA 
iH ejtpnmcd with abHlLif a nnanvcntfon^ity and pcLbien . - . And Lha 

b Is tur il U ■ book WOIth nwlinE.' Kxttmimtr. 

TEMPORAL POWER: A STUm 

* It 11 iiiipo»LbL« to nad uich a wovie >* " 

that lbs uani iiintinilod lo gon-Ty laitaJn I j 

luaEMdoni for the beiwnninl of humanity. . . . If Iha chkr in _ 

hoTJ tb( mirmr up to ihanu, inlanici, dUboDtny. croelty, and nccl«l of n 
ii.plhiDi but praiie can be iiivcn to that \ntmtiiM.'~MtriiiHfPiit. 

GOD'S COODMANlASIMPLK LOVE STORY. SUlAgJUHn. 



bvutiful ftgun, t 



Anthon; Hope's HotsIs 
Crmun 8jw, dr. tach. 

IHE GOU IN THE CAR. Tt^lKEHilw,^ 

'A very nmarltable l>i>3li. ducmng of criileal atujyiit Ininanbl* * 

the pnmfbUl art tlui conceaU, but yet allom JtHlf lo be cnjoynl tnr 

An> Ihenn mnhod U a keen pleasure.'- Ttj Wtrld. 
A CHAKGK OF AIR. SiwlAEJiHn. 

^A naftil,vivacioilt comedy, true to human natuie. Tbe chancxen 

miMenT band. ' — Timu. 
A MAN OF MARK. F!/lA E. 



Hope's hooks. "A 

efZadl." ■-Ual.f 




QUISANTE. Fimnk EJilin, 

•Tbe book u Bollbte lo7 j> tei 
mMttrj 00 BTttT fili^:—naily CIn 
THE DOLLV DIALOGUES. 

W. W. Jacobs' NoTels 

Crown %vo. y. 6d. tack 
MANY CARGOES. T^vnilr^nimlli Mdilin. 
SEA UKCHINa E!n-mi EdilitM. 
A MASTER OF CRAFT. IlliiiiraiKi. SiiAEdilin. 

' Cmh b« Boreicrvedly recam mended La a]J who have nol lo> 
Uughler. '—S^latc 
'Tbe hen humnroiii booV publLibed foi minyadiy.'— J/«*. 
LIGHT FREIGHTS. lUiuiraied. fimrik EJItim. 

'HUvituid humour u« peffectik irreiUtible. Mr. Jacob] " 

' LuEhter m eveiy pHCQp' — Dmi/ MMiL 

Lucas Ualet'a Norels 

CrcnuH ivo. 6s. each. 

COLONEL ENDERBV'SWIFE. Third EMln. 

A COUNSEL OF PERFECTION, New E^ihhti. 

LITTLE PETER. Sitetd Edilisn. jr. 6rf. 

THE WAGES OF SIN. Fotntnik Editing. 

THE CARISSIMA. FtHrlk EdititH. 

THE GATELESS BARRIER. Fnrik Edilimt. 

'In "TheGueku Barrier " It ii ■< once cvUeni llui, wt-" 
her biTihriEht of onEiiuliiy, (heftiUiLjy, (be ncluil writi"' 
the books Ibac were bom berore. ' — It^wxttHimltr Cmnttr- 

THE HISTORY OF SIR RICHARD CALMADV. 
EdiliotiinTwoVolomej. C™m. 8b.. 1«. 

and in ihc (BDTinB uncvHly of iit 
Ihc ertal noTtl of a ereiii wrirei.' 

' The tipeit buil of Lucu Ma 
and lemUe."— J/K'a/w. 

' A remaiUbly fine booh, with 

OUbert Parker's Novels 

Cro-.vn 3v6. 6i. each, 
PIERRE AND HIS PEOPLE. /-/Mi 
■Slorie* happily conceiv*d and nnefy 
FukcTi Myle.'— Ah/i; Tilip^fk. 
MRS. FALCHION. Fi/lk Edlli««. 

' A ipltnilid itudy of chancier, — if'*!. 
THE TRANSLATION OF A SAVAGE 
THE TRAIL OF THE SWOf- ■" 
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WHEN VALMOND CAME TO POSTIAC: The Story of a L™ N.jwleon. fiflk 
l1. brcKiHinff, Uving roniBnoe. The duuacltr of Vjiltnaad 
of 'Prtltv Plot*,' 
North.'— GiWvwB HiraU. 



' Tfa«pr>M<U book ;> full of fin* and mov 
THE SEATS OF THE MIGHTV. Iiii 
' Mr. Pukai hni produced 



»>ed. 



Ik Kd'li. 



Edilltm. 



a Romance of Two Kingdoi 



ilben Puku ihu Itii) 



THEPOHPOFTHK LAVILETTES. Sk^kI £-lill«n. v-M 

Arthur Moniaon's Novels 
Crown Szio. 6j. eacA. 
TALES OF MEAN STREETS. Slj^l* EJilhn. 

'A (teU book. The aulhor't in(lbo>] is >i ' ' ' ' 






. ; wiihou 



Thel 



' The book Ii a masiendece.'— /"a W Wa/7 Caallt. 
TO LONDON lOVVTStcMid Edilltm 

'Thli i> iha new Ht. Arthur Moiruoa, tnciom and ien< 

CUN tfi N G M UR RELL, 

THE HOI^ IN THE WALL. TlurJ E-IMm. 

' ' la maaleTpfKe, which any novcUn miBhi be pru 
laiHf Ttiltrafli. 






in the W.[l"ii D 



Eden FIiillpottB' Novels 
Crov/n ivo. ts. each. 

LYING PROPHETS. 

CHILDREN OF THE MIST. Fifth Edilin. 

THE HUUAM BOV. Wiiha Fnwi»pi<a. Fturlk EiUifm. 

'lit. Pbillpotti knows eiaclly wbal ichoid.bayi da, and cui lay bai 
tbaasfaUl llkeiriie ht abowi am all-pervading Miueofhumoui.'—.foJfV'.T. 
SONSOr THE MORNING. StamJ EJitian. 

' A book of Mrange power and faKinalion."— Afimiiw- Post. 
THE STRIKING HOURS. SiamJ Edil:^. 

' Tnuedy and comedy, patb» and humour, ue blended to ^ nicely in (hU valuuie.'— IVvlit. 

•ThewholebookwredolerlofufrMben " ■ 

T HE R I VE R . Third El Wan. ' 

'"Tl» River" placet Mr. PhillpoIU is lb 
' Sine* ' ' Lonu Doone" we faavg bad noi 

ni(.PIuI]pottt'tn« 
nnli of EnclUfa novBlb 
' Thiiinat romance 
—M-n^ivFeil. 
TUe AMEKIC.tN PRISONER. Thin/ SdiHtn. 
THE SECRET WOMAN. StenU Eiilitit, 



I him indlipulably inIB lb* 1 
'5^'~Tbe finest book Mi. fidwPtuUpoiUhaiwrltIc,.' 



MCaullr 




S. BRiiss-Ootild's Novels 

Crown 8vo, 6s. each. 
Urn. ' THE PENNVCOMKQUICKS, 



IN THE ROAR OF THE SKA. 



MARGERY OF QUETHER. Tii 
THE otTEEN OF LOVE. F,yt» E./ili. 




GUAVAS THE TINNER. 
BLADVS. lUuimicct. SrtnJ JiJIIitm. 



WINIFRED. lUiistFited. SictMj EJIlin 



MISS QU1LL2T. 



Robert Brit's IfoTels 

Crovm ivo. 6s. each. 

IN THE MIDST OF ALARMS, Third Eililin. 

... . * -_L * '-undiniiy la"'-' * -- ■ -- ■ ■ 



THi; MUTABLE M 



. StcnJ Ediliim. 



:~DaU^CirtitLlt,A 



Is ths Tery bert we h.vt Ktn.'—Pall >/■// Gaalli. 
THE LADV ELECTRA. Stamd Edillim. 
THE TEMPESTUOUS PETTICOAT. 

E. Haria Albanesi's Hovels 

Crown Zvo. bs. each. 

SUSANNAH AND ONE OTHER. Fimrik Ediliim. 
THE BLUNDER OF AN INNOCENT. Stctmf EdiHim. 
CAPRICIOUS CAROLINE. Snimd Edilitm. 
IX)VE AND LOUISA. Seamd Ediilen. 
PETER, A PARASITE. 

B. M. Oroker's Novels 

Crown Zvo. ks. each. 
ANGEL. l-tMrik Edilitn. I A STATE SECRET, Tkird E. 

PEGGY OF THE BARTONS. SiitkEdit.\ JOHANNA, Stcmd SitilitH. 
THE OLD CANTONMENT. | THE HAPPY V 

J. H. FindUter'B Novels 

Crown 8iw. 6j, each. 
THE GREEN GRAVES OF BALGOWRIE. Fijlk EJilh-<. 

tSxcj Fiadlater's Novels 

Cro^^n %-vo. ds. 
A NARROW WAY. Tki'd E.MU-,. I THE ROSF. OK J 

OVER -xay. HILLS, I 

Robert Hlcbens' Novels 
Crown %vo. bs. each. 

THE PROPHET OF BERKELEY SQUARE, SmmdEdtHtn 
TONGUES Of CONSCIENCE. Sictnd EdiliOH. 

THE WOMAN WITH THE FAN. Fiflk EdiHlm. 
BVEWAYS. V. 6rf. , ^ „ . 

THE GARDEN OF ALLAH Sttinlh Edtlltn. 
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Henry Janea's Novels 



OLIVIA'S SOMMKR. Sfainl Edilln. 

A LOST ESTATE. A ffrw Edilin. 
TH£ PARISH OF HILBY. A iV.i 

EJIlitm. 
•THE PARISH NURSE. 



A WINTER'S TALE. A Xn.- Sdlii'* 
ONE ANOTUEKS BURDENS. A 

EJili^H. 

THERE WAS ONCE A PRINCE. Illiu- 

inltd. J. W. 
WHBN ARNOLD COMES HOME. lUii>. 



\ SON OF THE STATE. 



THE MASTER OP BEECHWOOD. 
BARBARA'S MONEY. SmmdEdilin 
ANTHEAS WAY. 

THE YELLOW - 
EJilu». 

UNDER SUSPICION. 



TO BAYNE, M.P. 



I THE LOVE THAT OVERCAME, 
I THE KNTHUSIAST. 

AND ACCUSER. J 



AlbMMll (B. HaxllJ. S«iwgaij. 

AlUt«7(F.X Author of 'Vi« Vcru.' A HAYARD FROM BENGAL. ' 

BeuAKD PARTRmce. TUrdEdiihn. C^vbh S». u. frJ. 
BaolMlItr Orrliu}, Author of 'Ebed Holdeu.' RARREL OF THE BLESSED I3L£S 

BaMt(&lcIiaTdl. A ROMAN MYSTERY. Tklnl EdIHrm. 
B>&Onr(A]ldTaw)k S« Shi Uiag Novell. 
BulII(-aoilld(S.). S« laga t; uid Shillins N,>vsl>. 
BuIowCJsm;. THELANDOFTHEtiHAMROCK. Cn 



> In. 6^. S« gJn 51 



iVKNTuSks'oi''"siR JOHN SPARROW. (*. 

EMMANUEL BURDEN, MHIlCHAKT. Wil 



G. K. CICICSTUITOH. Satmi EMIiem. Crm 
BSUOn&F.). S«a ShIILIiiE NdviI>. 

BajwuiflUmret). subject to VANITY. i-™™bw 

BMBUt CUr WaltaA 5«e5tiniini! Novel). 
BowlH(O.St«wam ASTRETUH OFFTHE LAND. C 
SaUOOktSbUI. P.). THE SQUIREEN. CrtwHlat. U. 
THE RED LEAGUERS. CmonSm, b. 
SB*al»SbiIlinE Novilt. 

BitrtDii(j. Bloiuidallax THE yeas, one: a p>u of >i> 

■ -id. C™.«.8rw, 6i. 

FATE OF VALSF.C. f'ncii 8rw. 6i. 



_'EESIONS OFDIANA PLEASE. 



tnted. C™.«.8rw, 6i. 
THE FATE OF VALSF.C. ( 
A BRANDED NAME. Cnu 

S« i[hi Shilling NoteIi. 

Capu tBenianU Author el 

Peesions ofdiana pi 

CHranar (Wtathemrx th 

THE TRAGEDY OF THE C 



; THE EXTRAORDINARY CON- 



F.MERALD. C™ 



tl#ArtBl. S» page 13. 

CotMreU(0(matutM> the vikuin a 
Cnne(Btmh«ii)iin<iBur(BotMrt>. thi 

OroeMn (B. B.), Amhor at 'The Rmiden 



/d(Hi;^ .. . .. 

CUfford (Hrt-W. E.). ^»>l»SbmmEN-t 
Cobb (Thomu), A CHANGE OF FACE 

oobbftu u. aiMiiumx sssiiiiuniN 
ootsnif*— '-' " 

CatM(l „ ^_ 

CotMreU(0(matutM> the vikuin and the scales. Cr« 

_ ._.„,. — .*. ^_^. THE OHUDDY. Crmiia™. i 

- ■■ ■ , LOCHINVAK, 111 

, THK STANDARD UEARER. Cmmtvt. ti. 

' ^-TCB.IL). SwpuMql, 

, md-J.)- DANIEL WHVTE, L _. 

f Sinia (A. OanU). Autb« of 'Sbnkick Helmo,' 't: 
I THE RED LAMP. JTMi Siiiiim. CmvuW i... 
r DoBOU (B&n JeUlIUtto} (Mn. Eventd Cal»). THOSE DELIRHTFL'L AMERI- 
CANS, llluilraicd. TMf^ EJiHn. CrewKiBt. 6». 
THE POOL IN THE DESERT. C'ViuHitv, U. 
, A VOVACE OF CONSOI^TION. C™™8i«, at^. 
I nndlaMT(J.H.X Sic (,:.B<.jj Hid Shilling NoveU. 

FliuUftlerfHuT). SccpnHij. 

Pltipatrici(K) TMEWEXNS AT ROWALLAK. HIuhtUhL Crvimtit. 6i, 
PltnUpheD IGsnJd). MORE kin than KIND. Crm-nSif. ti. 

FleteiierfJ. 8.). lucian the dreamer. CiwhSh. b. 

DAVID MaR(5h. t>^«8r*. 6t 

FnnoillBI. £.). SFcSliil^iiiiiNDveU. 

F»Mr (Kn. Hngb). Aurhci of ' The Slolen Emperor.' THE SLAKING OF THE 

SWORD. Cr^vnive. '■ 
(■■nnn (TomX Amlior ol 

a [Donth—x f 

TtiSiiilin. Cr- 

■ MATRIMONY 

I HADE OF MONKV. 

J THE BRIDGE OF Lirt. imDmnu. oi, 

aSTUdtSimiyl. THE HERONS' TOWER. Cr, 

OiMlUC {Oeorn), Author of -DenioJ.' -In ihe V 
TRAVELLER. <iKcnA EJiliat. CivumSBt. 6l. 

THE CROWN OF LIFE. C-ww Bm. 6.. 

GUnrtlB (Knieit). the INCVS TREASURE 

OI«lB(ChUlM>. ilUN-TER'S CRUISE. lUuilriiK 

"-mb-F-X See Shilling Novel 



(JobU OUVATX Aulh« oC 'Robert Onngc.- THE SERIOUS WOOING. 

Hops (ADthOnT). See page 11. 

EOUSh (Emenon). THE KISSiSSIPPI bubble. Illuuraled. Cmmti*. 6m. 

Hnia (CTj. CntdlffsX Aulhor of 'CupUin Kettle.' NR. HORROCKS, PURSER. 

Tkini Ed'lht. IrtKiim. 6*. 
jKOblCW. T.L See page 33. 

JUooniGiutan. AiTkAHAM'S SACRIFICE. . 



Billy BoLU.' CHILDREN OF THE BUSH. 

I«TeU-TntB(S.). ORRAIN. Sand ESIIn. Crmih*. U. 

UsdenfAIlIlliy A WOMAN OF SENTIMENT. Crm.ii.8H., «i. 

Ltnton (B. UnnX the true history of JOSHUA DAVIDSON, Chnniu Mid 

CoRimuoUt. TKilflk Edititi. Mtdiumivt. t/. 
LOQBJJ. I<llttMT),Co..«i»borer-TheDuliai ci(i1hO<hU.- MADAME BUTTERFLY. 

idTkmitnJ Cr.trr. 



I 
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H'CartllT (JQltUl B.i, AuiViMoT- in were Kiiir.' THE LADV OF LOVALTV HOUSE. 

TkiriSiiilion. Crtmn tvi. 61. 
THE DRYAD. CivkoSiv. 6(. 

lbOkl«(PuililwBnulfonl). THE voice IK THE desert. C>vui. Biw. U. 
KUDBSfhUlKaX Till! FORTUNE OF CHRISTINA MACNAB. T/iirJ Edilitn. 

CmM iH. Gi. 

lUMOMeu). s«|Kigc33. 

lIUTlOttlChailMXAuibariif^ThcColaiiin. GENEVRA. SiinJ Edititn. Cr.ti-t. 61. 

|IlXlh(BiatlUlU THETWICKENHAM PEERAGE. Stctiui EJitin. Cmmtvt. ti. 

A METAMORPHOSIS. Cintmlvt. 61. 

GARNERED. Cnni'uSBa. 61. 

A DUEL, Cm'i Siv. ti. 

BUMnULE. V.XAi>tb«ar 'TheCoDruhlpafMarrice Guckls," Minnda of ibi BaleenT, 

etc ^IEMENTINA. Illiumied. Cnmrnta^ Skuu/ EAIian. 61. 
UUlMn (HalauX Auihor or 'OmuV ihio' Ihe Rye.' HOMEY. F:mlA KdfliaK. 

Cnwa Bew. 6j. 
CRIFFOFGRIFFITHSCOURT. CnnmiM. 61. 
Meads (L. T.). DRIFT. CrmMttv. 6t. 
RICSURGAM. Crmmirn. Gs. 

If eiwUtH ODlll). HEART OF MY HEART. Crmo 3i-g. &.. 
' HUi HoUy ' (The Auihor on. THE GREAT RECONCILER. Cnm^bv. U. 
Hltford (Mrtrun). the sign' of the spider. Illuinued. SUlk SdlUm 

r™™8w. v.tJ. 
IN THE WHIRL OF THE RISING, Thtr^ EdiHt.. Crm^ttn. fa. 
THE RED DERELICT. Crm-nto*. 6.. 
KontTMOT 17. VX Author of - lalo (he KEEhwi 

EdillnH. CrannSBe. 61. 

HMUt aiTcMii. E. BUsS). 



d Hedgu.- THE ALIEN, n^f 



THE RED HOUSE. lUuitntetL Aw^t £Silh». 



THE EMBARRASSING ORPHAN. Cm 






Utdln.}. S« Sb<)liDE Novell. 

MIAlftMUL OWUBOB, TUEGREV DOG OF RENMUIR, StBtmlk SiUtltK. 



(John). Auihor of 'H«be c 

Stand Sdilin. Civnm Biv. b, 
THE OATE OF THE DESERT. Cnmm 8r« 61. 
PailKBanr). THREE FANTASIES. Cnruinini,. 11, 
I.INDLEY KAYS. THi,^ Edilhn. Crgamt^. 61. 
FukBT (OUtMrt), Seerage.j. 
PwnbertonnUW. THi footsteps of A throne. Uluilnled. TkiTftEdili^ 

I crown 'thee king, Witb lUiulrationi by Fruk Didd and A. Forrcuiu. 

Crrmmiv^ 61. 
P«a]ir(lbt.7.B.). See Shillinf Novell. 
nUlSMtaiaaia). SeetnEe}4>ndSbi11mENoveli. 

PSSBiaU OUrmulUk*). SATO the fisherman. Fl/lkEdiHM. Cnr«m»n>. h. 
■BRENDLB. Cn>«u>S>°. e>. 

■PITM (Uohard). WINIFRED MOUNT. A Nm KdiHat. C-pkbI™. (Lr. 
"Ol'AoIhor of 'DeBj Maii'iRock.' THE WHITE WOLF. Stcrmd EJiUn. Cnw. 

(W.la). THE HUNCHBACK OF WESTMINSTER. TUrd EJitStti. Crwtm 



tuiUE (W. la). 

THE CLOSED 

THE VALLEY 

UOTlOraoal. 
TitE PRINCS 



OF 1.I8N0VER. Crfl 



OF SHEILA. StcsKd EdiHun. 



^DOIIOTHIF GWVII JEP 

BidntW.PctU Seepage 3& 

Balwrtl(C,O.D.). THE HE/-' 



THE DIVERTED VILLAGE. Wiih Illuiirai 



'Bobartaon CPrutcM Forbn). the taminc, of thk brvte. 

Cronmitw. (Si. 



bumU(W. darkx my Danish sweetheart. 



ABANDONED. S/ci>md EJili^t. Cnwa I 
HIS ISLAND PRINCESS. llJuilwcd. 

teTBMntfAdalliieX s«piaej6. 

BbtmoontW. F.)- THE MESS DECK. 
JIM TWELVES. Sianui Editii 



MnUllMrt). DEEPS 

8ttln(er(ArUuii' -'"■ "'" 
■•—--'-aflame! 

,— luul Si ., 

Taaaiwny#n-B.ll.> the royal QUAKER. Cr«».hi>, 6t. 
Tbomvwm (viuiM> spinners of life. CrcrnSiv. u. 

WlniMTi (P«.i1i BY A FINNISH LAKE. Cnnu* Bnr. Gi. 
THE SONG OF THE FOREST. CruiMi Qw. 6i. See ilio Shilling Novch. 
irKtWMllH.B.lUTTtotU. ALARUMS AND EXCURSIONS. CmmiBt. tt. 
CAPTAIN FORTUNE. Smmi Eaitun. Crtfw, Bm. 6*. 
Walla(H.a.) THE SEA LADY. CrnM Bm 6£ 

"maajl (Btanley). Anlhot of 'A GeDikmnn at FrwioL.' UNDER THE RED ROBK 
WitblllnstntionibyR. CWooDviLLE. EithrtiHik Edilit%. CrmmtBo. &i. 
»..»-—. ._, . , „. .... ... CONJUROR'S HOUSE. A Romwce 

i. 'CrrwnttK. 6i. 

San,/ £dillm. 

THE ADVENTURE OP PRINCESS SYLVIA. CnmrnSM. ii.td. 

THE WOMAN WHO DARED. Crtnmttv. 6i. 

THE SKA COULD TELL. Smsd EtHlinx. Cnmm S^ 6i. 

THE CASTLE or THE SHADOWS. Crwn S(v. 6>, 

Wimumon (0. M. anfl A. H.). the LltrnTNlNC CONDUCTOR: Bdni U* 

Roman™ of a Motor C»i. IIIuMnlcd. Tinlk Edition. C™™ Bmi Si. 
THE PRINCESS PASSES. HluitraKd. Seamd Kdiiien. Cnr:>,niM. 6a. 

Hethnen's ShUIisK Norelfl 

CbM, II. n<t. 

Encouiugcd by ihe great atid (teuly ult of ihcU SiipenBT NovdL M«un. UetliuaB ban 

ileterauDHl to iuuc a new tciiei of ficiiOD al a tow prin uDdet Iti« [itlc of ' METilUBN'lS)IILj.iNC 

qiulily laay be gsugcd FiDm the namu of IhoH auihonobaconiiibuieihE eoily nluiDe) o( 

Mann. MnbuRi would point out Ihal Ibe books vn ai good nnd u [one us liiiibilliie 
novri, Ibal Ibey an bound io cloih and not in pipei, and iliat their price ii One ShilUiH ml, 

btieen u ail (ood boaktellcrs. 

» Bwtcuit. A GREAT LADY. 
-dIUnh. MARVELS AND MYSTERIES. 

. BiCKERBVS FOLLY. 

Jtt-TatMHL THE SKIRTS OF HAPPY CHANCE. 

kCBhUlP.). THE BARRVS. 



DdeUe). ACROSS THE SALT SEAS. 

, . THE PRODI O A LS. 

LndKW). VF.NOEANCK !S MINK. 
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B»rr(IUil>»rW. _. 

FtusyOm. P. A.). 

HimntoDaamEni 

guiiTUi«aiiiMU THi 



«Tekl». THE VICTORS. 



jr(J. H.) 

STRIFE. 

00bMn,(J. M.) THE K1NR OF AND.AMAN. 
ClUford (MM. W. S.). A WOMAN ALOKE. 

Phlllpotie (Eden), fancy free. 



marriage, 
iv hamilton. 

r REGI.MENT. 

CAPSINA- 

„/ DAVID COl 

The OretD Gnvci of Balgowiic' A DAUGHTER OT 



I (Lam ErnsBtx marv Hamilton. 

..OniMU THE lost REGl.MENT. 

ar.), Auihoicf-Dodo.- THKCAPSIN.- 

.r.)- THK REDEMPTION OF DAVID CORSON. 



Books for Boys and Qirls. 

Crmei Sec, 31. 6d. 



''•ewsZT r^-rir M;:: 


MAST.. RoCKAFBtLAS'. VOVMB, By « 


Clark RuHcIL 


BnwDc. Second EJil{>n. 


Th> Sichit op Maiuhi si Mohuk. I 


Th» ici.u.NDS«'s SwDRD. By S. B;uing- 


ihe Auihor of " Mdlle. Mori,- 


Gaild. 


SvD BiLTOH ; Or. t1» Bey vhe kobU dm 


Oklv a GoAiiii-RoaH Doc By Editb E. 


toSu. By G. Mwrilli. Feon. 


Cuib.ll. 


Thi Rid GoANai. By Mr.'. Molnvmlb 


Turn DocTO» or thb Juliit. By H«iTy 


A GUI. or THI Paoru:. By L. T. Ua^ 


ColllDEWOOd. 

L.TTL«,1*«TE«. ByLucuMnlrt. .S™-^ 


Hcnv Gii-!V. By 1. T. M'sde. ». M 


Ths Ho»ooiuu.Le M1.S. By l_ T. M«4 



The HoTels of Alexandre Ihunas. 



UN Hood. ASiqut 

E CoHHCAN BbOTHK 

if-EASHD jACguOT; Jab 



i.i"-. 



V Yeau ArrcR. Double vohime. 

The Castlk of Epfsthin. 

Th« Showbai.i., and SutTABKTTA, 

CVctLs; o«, Thk Widdisg Cowm. 

Thb Black Tdlip. 

ThR VICOHTB OB BHACILOII™. 

Fart I. LduU <9e In VaJlitrt Doubl 

Valamc. 
Part II. The Man in tkc Iran Masl 
I>oubl> Volant. 
Tmb Comvict-b Som. 



_ Colour by Ffink Ad«F 



Fia»*Ki 

OlT. 



F THiavK 

i^fc Adanu. _. 
■ OuTUkH. IlluatniaJI 



Illuii 



n Colou by U 



Black Tulip. IlloBraud in Cehnlfl 
ft. Ott. I 

GlORCEl. llliutnUHlinCalaurfaTMuwBORk<J 

TwBVTT YiARS Afti>. 1 IIuhimb] iaCilas^ J 

by Frvik Adant v, 
Am.i)hv. IlliuuaMd b Dril 

BlOWM. ti. 
The Snowiall, and Solta 

trUed In ColofU by Frank A 

lllnitiMcd in C^r by Fiiiik^ 

*ClOI^EA.KDjACQUOTjjAl.>:|i._ . 

inied in Colour by Cordoa Bmma. 

■Tm« CAiTLB DP Bl 

Colour by Stt*an(,... 
*AcT«. lUaHralid ia Colotu by C 

•Ckcilk ; 'oa. Thb Weddixg COWK. _ 

tratcd in Colour by D. Munay Snbk. ; 

'The ADVBKTDm or Caftaih PAMni 

*ThK Wqt.F.I^Dt*. IlluUfSI 
by frank Adanu. 
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